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WHEN MOSES PRAYED FOR 

MESSIAH'S COMING 

By Rev. Fred Haherer. a Gentile Christian 
Who Loves the Jews 

On December 25, the same day that 
Christians everywhere are commemorat-
ing the birth of the Saviour, orthodox 
Jews will be listening to Moses' prayer 
for the coming of that same Saviour. In 
Synagogues all over the world the Sedra 
"Sh'moth" (portion of the law) will be 
read, and once again the familiar story 
of Moses' birth and call to deliver Israel 
will be heard by the worshippers. The 
call from God to Moses met with excuses; 
even today people make excuses. First 
he said that he was not deserving of 
the honor of going as God's representa-
tive. God said that He would be with 
Moses. Then Moses said that he did 
not know in whose name he should speak. 
Next he said that the Jews would not be-
lieve him. Then he pled his lack of 
eloquence. Finally when he could think 
of no more excuses, Moses said:— 

"0 my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the 
hand of him whom thou wilt send." Exo-
dous 4:13) 

We read that then "the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against Moses" and 
only then was Moses willing to obey God 
and go to deliver Israel from Egyptian 
bondage. Moses was not anxious to 
return to the land from which he had 
fled forty years before (as a fugitive, 
because he had killed the Egyptian). He 
shrank from the responsibility accom-
panying the task and would gladly have 
passed on the job to another. 

FOR WHOM DID MOSES PRAY? 

Notice that Moses prayed for God to 
send deliverance for Israel by the hand 
of some other individual whom God had 
already determined to send. Who was 
this individual that God had already de-
termined to send and about whom Moses 
evidently knew something? When would 
God send him and for what purpose? 
Evidently it was not God's will to send 
that person at that time to deliver Israel 
from Egypt, for He became angry with 
Moses when he requested that it be done. 

About forty years later, as he prepared 
to take his farewell from his people; 
Moses prophesied that:— 

"The Lord thy God will raise up unto 
thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, 
of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him 
ye shall hearken." (Deuteronomy 18:15). • 

There can be no doubt concerning what 
was in Moses' mind when he prayed 
God to send the predetermined deliverer. 
Every descendant of Israel knew that the 
promised Messiah would come of his 
people, for the birth-right, passed down 
through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in- 
cluded not only a homeland and material 
blessings, but also a Kinsman-redeemer, 
the Messiah. Back in the garden of Eden, 
when the first parents of the human race 
had sinned, God had promised that "the 
seen of the woman" should destroy Satan. 
(Genesis 3:15). EN en the Midrash (Gen. 
Rab. 23:7) says that when Seth was born, 
Eve spoke of "another seed" which is 
"King Messiah". So deeply was this 
truth imbedded in the consciousness of 
the Hebrews that even the Talmud says 
in Sanhedrin 99a, "All the prophets pro- 
phesied not, except of the days of the 
Messiah". The same statement occurs 
in two other places, showing that it is 
very important. 

GREATER THAN MOSES 

If Moses was asking for another de-
liverer he must have meant someone who 
would be greater than he was. He could 
not have meant any Jew of his own day, 
for he was far superior to them all. He 
could not have meant one of the later 
prophets, for he was the greatest of all 
the prophets of Israel. He did not mean 
any of the Judges or kings, because not 
one of them fulfilled the prophecies in 
the Old Testament concerning the"Prop-
het like unto Moses". Even the greatest 
king, Solomon, failed to meet the con-
ditions promised to his father David. 
Solomon's throne was soon replaced by 
exile in Babylon, whereas the throne of 
the promised "Son of David'.  was pro-
phesied in I Chronicles 17:14 as one 
that ''shall be established for evermore." 
The only everlasting throne must be that  

of the "King Messiah." So we can safely 
say that in the prayer quoted above, 
Moses had in mind the Messiah whom 
God had promised to send some day 
as the deliverer of His people Israel, in 
order to set them free from the bondage 
of sin. 

MOSES' PRAYER WAS ANSWERED. 

While Jews listen to Moses' praye•. 
and in turn offer their own prayers for 
the coming of the Messiah, Christians are 
rejoicing in the fact that God has an-
swered Moses' prayer, Nineteen hundred 
years ago there appeared in the Land of 
Israel a Prophet like unto Moses. He 
performed miracles like Moses. He 
brought a New Torah, as Moses had 
brought his people the Torah on Mt. 
Sinai. The Midrash on Jeremiah 31 :33 
admits that "All the Torah which one 
is now learning is as nought in compari-
son with the Torah of the Messiah." The 
prophet Jeremiah promised that God 
would one day give "a New Testament" 
to Israel. Isaiah prophesied that "A law 
shall proceed from me" (Isaiah 51 :4), 
which the Rabbinical commentator says 
means that, "God says, a new law shall 
go forth from me." Finally the Messiah 
was like unto Moses in that He was will-
ing to die as a sacrifice for the sin of his 
people. When Israel worshipped the 
golden calf at the foot of Mt. Sinai, 
Moses prayed:— 

"Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin—
and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of 
thy book which thou halt written." (Exo-
dous 32:32) 

Although God did not accept Moses' 
life as a sacrifice for the sin of Israel, yet 
He did "lay upon the Messiah, the ini- 
quity of us 	(Isaiah 53:6). 

WHY WAS MESSIAH REJECTED? 
We read that on one occasion the 

Jews took up stones to stone Moses. We 
read elsewhere that the true prophets of 
God were constantly persecuted and some 
were even killed. Is it surprising then, 
that they did not receive the Messiah 
when He came? In fact Isaiah even pro-
phesied : 

"He is despised and rejected of men" 
(Isaiah 53:3). 

Thus the Messiah became the sacrifice 
for the sin of His own people, the Jews. 
By his death on the cross, He made pos-
sible the deliverance of the souls of men 
from the bondage of sin and death a 
bondage much worse than that of Egypt,. 

WILY CONTINUE TO PRAY? 

Why do the orthodox Jews still pray 
for the coming of the Messiah? Do peo-
ple usually continue to ask for something 
which they have already received? Yet 
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we find frequent mention of the Messiah 
and His coming in the prayers of Jews 
even at the present time. Those same 
worshippers who listen to the reading of 
Moses' prayer in the Synagogue on Sat-
urday will recite on the previous evening 
(Friday) : 

"Shake thyself from the dust, rise, put 
on the garments of thy glory, 0 my people! 
Through the son of Jesse, the Bethlehem-
ite, draw Thou nigh unto my soul, redeem 
it, " etc. (Prayer for the Inauguration of 
the Sabbath). 

For centuries, every Friday evening at 
dusk, Jews all over the world have re-
peated these words yet how many have 
stopped to reflect upon what they are 
saying? Who is this descendant of Jesse, 
this Bethlehemite, who is to redeem the 
soul? The Prophet Micah prophesied: 

"But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth 
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been from of old, 
from everlasting." (Micah 5:2 ) 

So well was this prophecy understood 
to refer to the Messiah, that when the 
wise men came from the East seeking 
for the Lord Jesus Christ, the Pharisees, 
summoned to Herod's court, quoted it 
as indicating where He could be found. 
The One born in Bethlehem, who died 
on Calvary's cross, is the "Bethlehemite" 
who is able to redeem the soul of anyone 
who will put his trust in Him. 

On every holiday, Orthodox Jews pray, 
"Our God and God of our fathers. May 
our remembrance arise, come and be 
accepted before Thee, with the remem-
brance of our fathers, of Messiah the son 
of David Thy servant, etc.' 

If there is any "remembrance" it indi-
cates that something has occurred at 
some time in the past about which it is 
possible to remember something. There 
can be no "remembrance" of a Messiah 
who has not already come. 

No "Davnen" prayer is complete with-
out the "Sh'monah Esrah" or `Eighteen 
Blessings". When the Orthodox Jew 
comes to this point in his ritual prayers, 
all conversation must cease and he must 
face toward the East as he recites the 
*Eighteen Blessings 's. One of them reads: 
"Blessed art thou, 0 Lord, who rebuild-
est Jerusalem- Speedily cause the off-
spring of David, Thy servant, to flourish, 
etc. 	Morning, afternoon, and evening, 
Jews fervently pray that the "Sprout of 
David may be caused to flourish." Who 
is this sprout of David? 

Jeremiah the Prophet said: 

"Behold the days come, says Jehovah, 
that I shall raise up to David a righteous 
branch 	 And this is the name 
which he shall call him, Jehovah our right-
eousness." 

The Midrash on Lamentations 1:57 
says: 

"What is the name of the King Messiah? 
Jehovah is his name, because it says, 'And 
this is the name which He shall call Him, 
Jehovah our righteousness'." 

Here we see that even the Rabbis ad-
mit that Messiah is Divine, having the 
name "Jehovah". Yet they also admit 
that he must be human in order to be the 
"Sprout of David 	There is only one 
person in the whole history of the hu-
man race who can fulfill both these quali-
fications and that person is the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Perhaps Israel is at last waking up to 
the fact that her nineteen century long 
"Goluth" is due to her "guilt toward" 
Jesus. Perhaps, even you who read this 
are convinced that. Jesus is the Messiah 
for whom Moses prayed and who came in 
answer to that prayer over nineteen hun-
dred years ago. You need not, "wait 
for him" any longer. You need only 
obey His command to accept Him as 
your Saviour and to confess Him as your 
Lord before the whole world and you, 
too, will receive deliverance and "re-
demption of your soul" through faith 
in Him. 

WHY BLAME OTHERS? 

By Dr. Henry Einspruch, in 

"A Jew Looks at Jesus." 

Over more than 300 pages Rabbi Er-
nest R. Trattner of Mount Nebo Temple, 
New York, spreads his protest against 
the Gentile world for de-Judaizing Jesus. 
His book, As a Jew Sees Jesus, has this 
underlying note: The Gentile world has 
deliberately neutralized the Jewish back-
ground of the Nazarene. 

There can be no question that a large 
portion of the world is guilty of the charge 
Rabbi Trattner prefers. Christendom has 
forgotten that Jesus, its Lord and Re-
deemer, was bred in the Law and in the 
prophets, and at every turn glorified the 
God of Israel. 

But have we Jews no share in the de-
Judaization of Jesus? It is all very well 
for the Trattners to put the blame on the 
world, but the historic truth is that we 
Jews were the first to wrest Jesus from 
His moorings. Long before the Gentile 
world made of Jesus anything but a Jew 
we considered Him a misleader, an out-
cast of Israel. We Jews did not so much 
Ls mention His name, even to do that 
was sin. Yet despite our negation of 
Him, Jesus has become the most lumin-
ous, the most heroic and loved figure of 
history. Greatly has the world sinned 
against Him and against us Jews who gave 
Him to the world, but the blame for this 
is as much ours as it is that of those 
whom we accuse. Ours is the blame for 
inventing the scurrilous libel, the m-T51n N  
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ultv, for handing over flesh of our flesh 
"into the hands of Gentiles" to be made 
a mockery (cf. Matthew 20:19; Acts 4: 
2 7) . And the blame of the Gentile world 
is that it has forgotten that to His last 
breath Jesus was a Jew and nothing else. 

Gradually, thinking people, and more 
particularly thinking Jews, are coming to 
realize that to properly understand Jesus 
and His message He must be restored 
into the Jewish framework. Emil Lud-
wig, Joseph Klausner, and more recently 
Edmond Fleg, have assiduously applied 
themselves to the reconstruction of this 
Jewish framework of Jesus. Constantin 
Brunner, the foremost Jewish philosopher 
of today, also deserves to be heard in 
this connection. In the last chapter of his 
challenging work, Der Judenhass and die 
Juden, he exclaims: 

"What is this? Is it only the Jew who 
is unable to see and hear all that others 
see and hear?. . .Is Christ to be of no 
importance to us Jews? Understand, then, 
what we shall do; we shall bring Him 
back to us 	His profound and holy 
words, and all that is true and heart-ap-
pealing in the New Testament, must from 
now on be heard in our synagogues and 
taught to our children, in order that the 
wrong we had committed may be made 
good, the curse turned into a blessing, 
and that He at last may find us who has 
always been seeking after us." 
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