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FINDING GOD IN CRISES. 

By Rev. Fred W. Haberer, a Gentile Christian 

Who Loves the Jews 

Modern Jewry is facing a real crisis at 
the time of this writing. Great Britain 
promised a National Home for the Jews 
in the Balfour Declaration. That promise 
was confirmed by the League of Nations 
in the Palestinian mandate granted to 
Great Britain. Since the close of the 
World War thousands of Jews from all 
parts of the world have been repatriated 
in the land of their fathers. Palestine was 
one of the few lands which could show a 
balanced budget with a surplus during 
the years of the depression. Millions of 
Zionist gold flowed into the land. Yet in 
spite of all this, the most recent plan con-
cerning Palestine, which was offered by 
Britain to the League of Nations, would 
destroy all the hopes of the Jews. Only a 
very small portion of .*Eretz Yisrael" 
would comprise the proposed "Jewish 
State", leaving Jerusalem in the hands of 
Great Britain and most of the land form-
ing an Arab State. At last the Zionist 
dream of a -Jewish State" seemed about 
to be realized. But such a State! With 
its ancient capital, Jerusalem, still in the 
hands of aliens, such a "Jewish State" 
would be like Pesach without Mazoth 

How will Israel face this crisis? De-
nunciations, mass meetings, etc., will avail 
nothing. Will Zionism seek to evade or 
to avert this crisis with gold or will the 
Jews, like Jacob, face this crisis and find 
God? 

FACE TO FACE WITH GOD 

In the Sedras -Vayetze-  and "Vayish-
lach" of the book of Genesis we find the 
record of two great crises in the life of 
Jacob. In each instance Jacob was des-
perate and each time he came face to 
face with God and received comfort, 
assurance and blessing from Jehovah. 

The first crisis came as Jacob was flee-
ing from home in fear of his enraged 
brother, Esau. One night on his journey, 
as he slept, Jacob had a vision: 

"And he dreamed and behold a ladder 
set up on the earth, and the top of it 
reached to heaven and behold the angels 
of God ascending and descending upon 
it. And behold the Lord stood above it 
and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham 
thy father and the God of Isaac: the 
land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give 
it and to thy seed 	and in thee and 
in thy seed shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed. And behold, I am with 
thee and will keep thee in all places 
whither thou goest and will bring thee 
again into this land for I will not leave 
thee until I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of. And Jacob awaked out 
of his sleep and he said, Surely the Lord 

is in this place and I knew it not 	 
And Jacob vowed a vow saying. 	then 
shall the Lord be my God." 	(Genesis 
28:12-16, 20,21). 

Jacob looked to Jehovah in that crisis 
and found God ready to care for him 
and to protect him and Jacob vowed that 
he would serve Jehovah. 

The second crisis overtook Jacob as 
he was returning home after an absence 
of twenty years. It was no lone fugitive 
with only his staff in his hand who stood 
beside the ford Jabbok that night. Dur-
ing the intervening years, Jacob had be-
come the prosperous head of a large 
household with several wives, eleven sons, 
much cattle and many servants. He still 
feared Esau and sent ahead all that he 
had as a present for his: brother, hoping 
thereby to secure his own acceptance 
and safety. Even his wives and children 
were sent over the brook: 

"And Jacob was left alone and there 
wrestled a man with him until the break-
ing of the day." (Genesis 32:24). 

When Jacob was suddenly seized by 
that unknown adversary in the dark night 
he probably thought that it was Esau who 
had him. He may have been awakened 
out of sleep to find himself in the clutches 
of someone. Fearing the worst, Jacob 
battled in desperation until dawn. When 
the touch of his opponent's finger made 
him permanently lame, Jacob realized 
that it was no mere human with whom 
he was dealing. Instead of struggling to 
escape, he now strove to retain his hold 
on that mysterious being and refused to 
release his hold until he received a bless-
ing. 

"And Jacob called the name of the 
place, Peniel: for I have seen God face to 
face and my life is preserved." (Genesis 
32:30.) 

GOD IN HUMAN FORM 

Now the Scripture says distinctly that 
it was a MAN (Hebrew, "Ish") who 
wrestled with Jacob (see verse 24 
above). Yet Jacob said, "I have seen 
GOD (Hebrew, -Elohirn-) face to face." 
(see verse 30 above). Evidently God 
had taken human form in order to mani-
fest Himself to Jacob at that great crisis 
in his life. 

MANOAH ALSO SAW GOD 

Several centuries later a great crisis 
faced the descendants of Jacob. Because 
of the sins of Israel the Lord delivered 
them into the hands of the Philistines, 
who greatly oppressed them for forty 
years. One day a stranger suddenly ap-
peared to the wife of Manoah and pro-
mised her that she should bear a son who 
would "deliver Israel out of the hand of 
the Philistines." ( Judges 13:5). When 
the Jewess related this strange event to  

her husband he .prayed to God that the 
messenger might return and give further 
information about the care of the pro-
mised child, Samson. When the mes-
senger reappeared in response to Ma-
noah's prayer, the woman ran at once to 
tell her husband: 

"And Manoah arose and went after 
his wife and came to the man and said 
unto him, Art thou the man that spakest 
unto the woman? And he said, I am." 
(Judges 13:11). 

Notice that the word used twice in this 
verse is "MAN" (Hebrew, -Ish-). This 
same "man" by a convincing miracle 
proved to Manoah that he was not a mere 
human being. 

"And Manoah said unto his wife, We 
shall surely die, because we have seen. 
God." (Judges 13:22). 

Once more God had taken human form 
to manifest Himself at a crisis in the his-
tory of His Chosen People. 

GOD MANIFESTED IN THE MESSIAH 

About nineteen hundred years ago, 
Israel faced a grave crisis. Rome op-
pressed the people. An Edomite, Herod, 
reigned as king in Palestine and sin and 
wickedness were on every hand. Religion 
deteriorated into a mere formality and 
ritual observance. Once more, God took 
to Himself human form. This time it was 
for the final and complete manifestation 
of Himself as the Messiah and Redeemer 
of His people, Israel. This blessed mani-
festation had been promised over and 
over again in the Old Testament. The 
Rabbis had written long treatises upon 
the subject of the Messiah and had ex-
pounded many passages of Scripture as 
referring to Him. 

One example of such prophecy and 
Rabbinical exposition is the well-known 
promise given hundreds of years before 
by the great prophet Isaiah : 

"For unto us a child is born, unto us 
a son is given and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder and his name shall 
be called, Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace." (Isaiah 9:6). 

The targum Jonathan quotes this pas-, 
sage, paraphrasing the last part: 

"For unto us a child is born 	the 
Messiah whose peace shall increase in 
his day." 

In the Midrash on Deuteronomy 1 :17, 
we find the words: 

"The King Messiah, of whom it is writ-
ten, 'For unto us a child is born' (Isaiah 
9:5)". 

Isaiah distinctly stated that a "child" 
shouldbear the name, "The Mighty 
God". The Rabbis state that this pas-
sage refers to Messiah. 
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UNBELIEF BRINGS CONDEMNATION 

But unlike Jacob and Manoah, the 
Jews of Jesus' day did not accept the 
manifestation of God which was granted 
to them in the person of His Son, the 
Messiah. As the Talmud itself admits: 

"We simply made up our minds not to 
accept him even as a guide." (Sanhedrin 
98b). 

There was deliverance from Esau be-
cause Jacob had trusted the God-man 
who revealed Himself by the Jabbok. 
Deliverance came from the Philistines 
at the hand of Samson because Manoah 
and his wife trusted and obeyed the God-
man who manifested Himself to them. 
There could be no deliverance for Israel 
from the yoke of Rome because they re-
jected the manifestation of God in the 
person of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. Ro-
man legions destroyed their city and 
temple and drove them out of the land 
to wander over the face of the earth as 
outcasts; unwanted and persecuted for 
over nineteen hundred years. 

Then when their hope of a -homeland" 
seemed about to be realized, suddenly 
there came, in our own day, a revival of 
the Roman empire. Great Britain has 
not dared to challenge this "revived 
Rome". That was definitely seen in the 
Ethiopian War and again in her timidity 
before Italian interference in Spain. Does 
this latest proposal from Great Britain 
come because of fear? What about the 
Jews who will be the greatest losers un-
der this new scheme which takes from 
them the power developments on the 
Jordan, the reclamation of the Dead Sea 
and even the Holy City? 

"TURN YE, TURN YE, 0 HOUSE OF ISRAEL" 

In this most recent crisis have the 
modern Jews, like Jacob and Manoah, 
turned to the God of their forefathers, 
who has revealed Himself in human form 
in the person of His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Or, even as their ancestors in 
Jerusalem did nineteen centuries ago, 
will they continue to reject the Messiah, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who is God mani-
fest in human form? Will they continue 
to resort to denunciations of the plan, 
condemnation o f England and the 
League of Nations, appeals to world 
opinion and Zionist gatherings? The 
prophet Zephaniah says of such gather-
ings: 

"Gather yourselves together, yea, gather 
together, 0 nation that hath not shame.. 
....before the day of the Lord's anger 
upon you." (Zephaniah 2:1,2). 

Will they continue to try to affect their 
destiny by Zionist gold? The same pro-
phet joins with Isaiah in warning of the 
futility of such schemes: 

"Neither their silver nor their, gold shall 
be able to deliver them in the day of the 
Lord's wrath 	" (Zephaniah 1:18). 

"Ye have sold yourselves for naught, ye 
shall be redeemed without money." 

(Isaiah 52:3). 

GREATEST CRISIS STILL FUTURE 

Why are the Jews going back to Pa-
lestine? The Scripture says it is for a 
time of Great tribulation, "the time of 
Jacob's trouble." 

"Alas! for that day is great, so that 
none is like it: it is even the time of 
Jacob's trouble, but he shall be saved 
out of it." (Jeremiah 30:7). 

After all, what will it profit the Jew 
to have Palestine if it only means intense 
suffering? Yet Israel is going back and 
will continue to go back, under the 
present mandate or a new one or some 
other scheme. The prophecies of Scrip-
ture have never failed and never will 
fail. But no peace nor security awaits 
unbelieving Jews in Palestine: 

"And it shall come to pass that in all 
the land, saith the Lord, two parts there-
in shall be cut off and die but the third 
shall be left therein. And I will bring the 
third part through the fire, and will re-
fine them as silver is refined and will try 
them as gold is tried: they shall call on 
my name and I will hear them: I will 
say, It is my people and they shall say, 
The Lord is my God." (Zechariah 13:8,9). 

Instead, the Word of the Lord plainly 
says that after great suffering in which 
2, 3 of the people are destroyed, the rem-
nant will "look unto Me, whom they have 
pierced" (Zechariah 12:10), and say, 
"Lo, this is our God; we have waited for 
him, and he will save us" (Isaiah 25:9). 

THIS CONCERNS EVERY JEW! 

Notice, please, that it is only when 
the Jews turn to Him "whom they have 
pierced," (Zech. 12:10), the Messiah 
who was "wounded for our transgres-
sions", that they will be delivered. You, 
who read this, may be one of those Jews 
who will go through the "time of Jacob's 
trouble" and if you are fortunate enough 
to escape alive, the Scripture says that 
you will then accept the Messiah who 
was "pierced". So why wait? Accept 
Him now. If you die without this Sa-
viour it means your soul is lost eternally. 
After all, which is more important — a 
few years in the "Land of Israel", fol-
lowed by an eternity in hell, or eternal 
life which shall never end? Which is more 
desirable —a few feet of Palestinian 
earth, which must be left to one's heirs, 
or a permanent place in the Kingdom 
of God? If you have not accepted the 
Messiah as your Saviour, you are facing 
a crisis. You, too, can find God in this 
crisis, God manifest in the human form 
of the Messiah—by putting your trust in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

* * * 

"If thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised Him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation." Romans 10: 9, 10. 
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TUNE IN 

Our Jewish friends in the Atlantic City 

area are invited to tune in on station 

WPG, 1100 Kc, every Sunday morning, 
9:45 a. m. to 10 a. m. A message is 
given at that hour by Rev. Coulson Shep-
herd, Pastor of the First Baptist Church 
Atlantic City, in a regular series of Radio 
Messages to the Jews. In these messages 
Mr. Shepherd first broadcasts some of the 
most important world events in Jewry, 
news items gathered industriously and 
patiently by him from every quarter of 
the globe; after the news items Mr. 
Shepherd gives a Bible message that is 
of tremendous help to every earnest and 
truth-seeking Jew. Tune in, and tell us 
how you like it. 

40 CTS. WORTH FOR 25 CTS. 

Send us 25c in coin or stamps 
and we will mail you a 40c. New 
Testament in Hebrew, Yiddish 
or English. 

Address: 
THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 
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