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FROM EXILE IN RUSSIA TO LIBERTY 

IN CHRIST 

By Rev. ABRAHAM B. MACHLIN 

Supt., Buffalo Hebrew Mission. 

I .  was born in Mogileff, Russia, and at-
tended school (cheder) until thirteen. 
Then I left the village where I lived and 
went to the city of Kiev. There, as L. 
working man, I saw the ill-treatment of 
the Jews by the Russian Government and 
hatred sprang up in my heart toward the 
Russian rule and everything connected 
with it. Since the Greek-Catholic Church 
was the religion of the State, and thinking 
of that church as representing the Chris-
tian faith, I came to hate not only the 
church of the State but everything called 
Christian, for I had never come in contact 
with real Christians. 

All this influenced me to join the Social-
Revolutionary Party, in which I became 
very active, and soon I was imprisoned for 
my revolutionary activities. After serv-
ing a term in prison I was paroled, broke 
my parole and was re-arrested, and later 
I was sent to Siberia for a term of five 
years. I was no more than five days in 
Siberia when I escaped, came back to my 
home and again assumed my work with the 
party. A month later I was again appre-
hended and shipped to Siberia, about 
2,000 miles farther than before. Again I 
managed to escape, and on my return 
home my heart was broken over the news 
of my mother's death. Taking the counsel 
of my friends and 'relatives, I soon sailed 
for America where I immediately joined 
the Socialist Party, but having become dis-
satisfied with their principles and methods 
of work I withdrew my membership. 

All those years I had sought for excite- 

ment and for expression of self, but all 
1 found was trouble and misery and sin 
and dissatisfaction and discontent. In my 
heart there was a longing for something 
which I could not explain. My soul was 
made for God and the rubbish of this 
world With which I was filling it could 
not satisfy me. 	While in this state of 
mind, I came across a Jewish mission in 
Philadelphia and went to one of their 
services. I was deeply impressed with the 
meeting and was further drawn to that 
mission by the kindness of a Christian 
lady who graciously talked with me after 
the services. She spoke so kindly of a 
Jewish Messiah who satisfied her longing 
soul. Though at that time I did not yet 
understand what she meant, still I could 
sense from her testimony that she had a 
wonderful peace and satisfaction in her 
faith, a satisfaction which I sorely lacked. 

Later I became anxious to learn more 
about this Messiah, and when I was about 
to leave for New York that same lady 
advised me to get in touch with the Wil-
liamsburg Mission to the Jews in Brook-
lyn, New York, now the American Board 
of. Missions to . the Jews. This I did, and 
one of the first things I saw on entering 
the mission hall was the fifty-third chap-
ter of Isaiah inscribed on the wall. Rev. 
Leopold Cohn, the superintendent of the 
mission, happened to take his message that 
evening from that same chapter, sin which 
he painted for the audience a vivid picture 
of Christ our Messiah as the One who gave 
His life 'for us that we might live. My 
heart was touched. I went forward and 
told Mr. Cohn that if he could prove to 
me from Old Testament Scriptures that 
Jesus Christ was the Messiah, I would be-
lieve. Mr. Cohn patiently presented to 
me such passages as Genesis 49:10; Dan-
iel 9 :25-26 and Zechariah 12 :10. All these 
were new to me, as my rabbis had never 
taught me these Scriptures. 	I was so 
thoroughly convinced of the truth of these 
passages of Scripture that I was led to 
receive Christ right there and then, and 
soon after I made public confession of my 
faith. 

After having attended several services 
at this mission, I told my relatives that I 
had found Him of whom the prophets did 
write. I had peace and joy in my soul 
because of my faith in the Messiah, and 
I expected my people to accept this same 
Jesus also, but, alas, they refused to have 
anything to do with Him or with me. Sad 
though I was, my heart was comforted 
with these words : "When thy father and 
mother forsake thee, then the Lord will 
take thee up." And again, "Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved, AND THY HOUSE." My faith 
was strengthened and I trusted the Lord  

to bring my dear ones also into that bless-
ed hope. 

Soon after this I went to Boston. All 
my letters to my people were returned 
unopened. I sent them money but that 
also was returned. At the end of two 
years, however, I received a letter inviting 
me to come home. It was the Passover 
season, and when I arrived I found that 
four of my relatives came together to cele-
brate the feast (seder). As they proceed-
ed with the ceremony my heart welled up 
with emotion and my eyes filled with tears. 
My aunt, thinking that I was weeping be-
cause of regret, turned to me and said, 
"Give up your foolish ideas, and be a Jew 
again as we are." However, my tears were 
shed for them because I saw them going 
through a ceremony which testifies of 
Christ, and yet they did not know Him. 

My uncle took the three unleavened 
cakes. (matzos), and broke the middle-one 
in half, hiding one half under the pillow 
upon which he reclined, and distributing 
the remaining half among us. After the 
supper he took out the other half (afiko-
men), and broke that also and divided it 
among us. I could not resist saying to 
him, "Uncle, would you like me to explain 
what these three unleavened cakes repre-
sent?" He gave me permission and I 
said, "They represent the Trinity: God, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
The middle cake which you broke repre-
sents Jesus our Messiah who was broken 
for our sins." I also told him in the course 
of our conversation that because of my 
having found the Messiah I loved him 
more than ever before and was constrained 
to pray for them all, as the Lord did while 
on the cross, "Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do." At this he 
wept, and took my hand, saying, "I be-
lieve you are sincere and may God bless 
you." 

It is now twenty-four years since I came 
to know Jesus as my Saviour. He not only 
saved me but He has kept me ever since, 
and in my twenty-fifth year as a believer, 
I am still rejoicing in Him who has chosen 
me to be one of His messengei-s, to pro-
claim the blessed truth about the Lord 
Jesus Christ "to the Jew first". 

Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer 
to God for Israel is, that they might be 
saved. For I bear them record that they 
have a zeal of God, but not according to 
knowledge." (Romans 10:1-2) 

"How beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace ; that bringeth good 
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; 
that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!" 

Isaiah 52:7 
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SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

THE BIBLE IN FOUR WORDS 

It is hard to condense. Nearly every-
body can talk and talk and talk, and near-
ly everybody can write voluminously ; but 
to pack into a few concise words the 
meaning or the essence of a volume, that 
is indeed a rare art. It is still a rarer 
thing let find a volume capable of being 
reduced in its essence to a few concise 
words or sentences. 

And yet we believe that the Bible is the 
one Book of all the world's literature, that 
can really be condensed into one sen-
tence; at least a sentence can be frame( 
which will give to the most simple-mindec 
child that essential knowledge which will 
mean eternal happiness. 

We submit that sentence as follows :— 

"Christ died for us" 

"Christ died for us"! This is a quota-
tion taken from the New Testament, 
Roman.1 5 :8. The full verse reads, 

"But God conunendeth his love toward us, 
In that, while we were yet sinners. Christ died 
for us." 

"Christ died for us"! What a wealth 
of meaning is given to us in this marvel-
ous revelation. How many thousands and 
thousands of sermons could be preached 
on- these four words! 	What countless 
blessings these words have brought to mil-
lions of human. souls ,thru all the ages! 
What a.wonderful history of God's deal-
ings with our Jewish race forms the back-
ground which made possible the ultimate 
revelation given us in this sentence!, 	, 

"Christ died for ,us"! 	very fp4st 
every ceremony, which God 'gave, to our 
forefathers, in the wilderness was only 
symbol which, told the Jew, "There is a 
day coming when God, come down to 
earth in the form of a human body, will 
become the great sacrifice for the sins, of 
all mankind." When our Jewish fore-
fathers gathered about the table on the 
Passover night, it was a. 'night of tender 
memories and a night of sentiment. For 
it reminded that family, that there was a 
day When we were slaves in Egypt, and 
one night 'we were told to sprinkle' the 
blood of the lamb upon the door posts 
and that night the Angel of Death passed 
'over Egypt and brought swift tragedy in-
to every Egyptian home ; but when the 
Angel saw the blood on the door post of 
each humble Jewish home, the Angel 
passed over, and death in that home that 
night was unknown. And so at the Pass-
over Supper they gathered about, and on 
the table was a roast lamb. And every 
Jew knew that that lamb was a symbol 
of the Lamb of God who was to come 
and take away the sins of the world. 

"Christ died for us"! When the Jew 
trudged his way up to Jerusalem once a 
year to observe the solemn Day of Atone-
ment, and saw the priest shed the blood 
of the goat, that Jew knew full well that  

was again a symbol of that day when 
there would come the great Saviour and 
Redeemer wh-,  would bear upon Himself 
the sins of the whole world. And so with 
every feast which God gave there was al-
ways the symbol of the coming of the 
Great Sacrifice and Lamb of God. 

"Christ died for us"! Has ever the 
human race known such depth of love 
"While we were yet sinners" this Christ 
of God died for us. We were not worthy 
of so great a sacrifice, but such was the 
divine love of God for us that unworthy 
as we were He died for us. But what 
has been our response ? We have hated 
Christ, we have used against Him blas-
phemous language, we have hated 
those who have loved llim and followed 
Him, and obeyed Him. This Christ who 
never did a human person the slightest 
shred of harm, this Christ walked stead-
fastly to Jerusalem, and steadfastly went 
to the Cross and there was crucified. For 
Himself ? No, for He did no wrong; never 
a man lived who could breathe a word 
against Him. For whom then? Again 
the answer is, "Christ died for us". 

"Christ died for us"! Not a Jew lives 
who will dare tell you that he is perfect, 
that he is willing to pass out of this 
world and meet God face .to face and say 
to Him "I am a perfect man". Not a 
rabbi dares tell his congregation that any 
Jew is sure of going to heaven when he 
dies. 'The best that the rabbi can say to 
you is "Don't cheat, don't lie, don't steal, 
do the best you can, and then when life 
is finished—well, I don't know." In other 
words, dear ,Jewiskreader, you are simply 
marebing away your life in a dark alley, 
which leads you to a chasm black as mid-
night and filled with doubt and despair. 

"Christ ,died for us"! In that frightful 
hour of his death, the whole 'universe was 
aquiver, the elements of this world of 
ours were shaken to the depth ; hear this 
awe-inspiring record of that most tragic 
hour of the world's history :— 

"Now from the sixth hoUr there was dark-
ness over all the land until the ninth hour. 
'And, behold the veil of the temple was rent 
in twain from the top to the bottom; and the 
earth did qUake, and the rocks rent; and the 
graves were opened; and many bodies of the 
saints which slept arose. And came out of 
the graves after his resurrection, and went 
into the holy city, and appeared unto many. 
Now when the centurion, and they that were 

i 	with him, watching Jesus, saw the earth- 
quake. and those things that were done, they 
feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the 
Son of God." Matt. 27:46, 61, 52, 63, 54. 

"Christ died for us"! The heathen cen-
turion, trained in the military discipline 
of a Caesar, when he beheld these things, 
trembled, and shrieked "Truly this was 
the Son of God !" The heathen mind 
could grasp such an elemental fact as that, 
but we Jews for 1900 years, with all of 
our intellect, and with all of our smart-
ness, have not yet reached the ordinary 
intelligence of that heathen centurion. 

"Christ died for us"! When will we 
Jews wake up and fall upon our knees 
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• 
before. that Son of God who .died for us? 
And when will we surrender to Him our 
pride. and .our intellect, and let Him .use 
as to be that whiph .God first wanted us 
to be, the great missionary leaderg of the 
world? 	you ;not take this to heart, 
dear,. reader,. and . will you not ask God 
earnestly to show you what you should 
do? Then there will be a new song on 
your lips and a new hope in your heart, 
and 'you will. become a•new man in Christ 
'Jesus, and yotit whole being will sho-at 
for joy, "Christ died for us"! 

"But he was wounded for our transgres-
, sions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the 
• chAstisement of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed: All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid 
the iniquity of us all on him." Ise. 53:6. 7. 
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