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PROSPERITY INSURANCE FOR 1939 
BY IRVING KUGLER 

This is an insurance age. We insure 
our homes and businesses, our cars and 
garages, our wives and children, our lives 
and health. There is, unemployment in-
surance, accident insurance, flood and 
storm insurance. Insurance companies 
grow up like mushrooms, and their agents 
are • more frequently at our doors than 
the postman. 

Imagine now, if the public were offered 
a policy to insure personal prosperity 
and success for the year, what a tremen-
dous sale it would command. And yet, 
though such a policy can not be bought, 
it is actually offered to us without money 
by God Himself. In the commission given 
by God to Joshua after the death of 
MoseS, God said: 

"This book of the law shall not depart out 
of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein 
day and night, that thou inayest observe to 
do according to all that is written therein: 
for then thou SHALT MAKE THY WAY 
PROSPEROUS, and then thou shalt have 
good success." 	(Joshua 1:8) 

Since the character of God has not 
changed since the days of Joshua, we may 
safely apply this commission to ourselves 
as we start out on the new year. This is 
the only policy that assures us a pros-
perous New Year, if we would take God's 
way and not trust in the arm of flesh. 
Tlw, securities of man fail, but the secur-
ity of God can not fail. "Our fathers 
trusted in thee," writes David by the 
Holy Spirit, "and were not confounded" 
(I-mlra 22:4-5). But where are those to-
day who know the "sure mercies of 
David" (Isa. 55 :3) ? We, as a people, have 
forsaken the way of our forefathers and 
have turned our eyes to man and his frail 
human endeavors. Few indeed meditate 
upol the Word of God with an eye to 
obedience. If we would do so, our whole 
concept of values would change from the 
materialistic to the eternal. 

The prosperity which God offers is not 
merely temporal, as for example the 
politician's "chicken in every pot". God's 
prosperity is worthy of His name and 
character and is designed to meet the 
needs of the whole man. He offers us 
spiritual prosperity first of all, and when 
we are rich towards God then God shows 
Himself rich towards us in material bles-
sings, for He knows what things we have 
need of. 

The prosperity of God is all-inclu-
sive. It is both for the body and for 
the soul. Man is not like an animal. A 
beast can be completely satisfied when 
you keep its body fed and comfortable, 
but man is not so. God "breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and man  

became a living soul" (Gen. 2:7). Human 
beings created in the image of God and 
His likeness have not merely au outward, 
but also an inherent spiritual need which 
God has put there, and he can not stifle 
the cry from within his soul. it is the cry 
for God. David expresses this in sub-
lime language: 

"As the heart panteth after the water 
brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, 0 God. 
My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God" 
(Psalm 42:1-2). 

There are many striking contrasts in 
holy scripture. For example, which of 
the two had insured prosperity, our 
father Abraham who simply trusted God 
and obeyed Him and "went out, not 
knowing whither he went", or Lot who 
sought for surety and protection in a po-
litico-commercial post at the gate of So-
dom? Abraham later had to come to the 
rescue of Lot and his possessions when lie 
was invaded by enemies, and in the end 
Lot was glad to escape with his life when 
God destroyed the city, and he lost his 
wife and children and possessions. Ab-
raham "loked for a city which had foun-
dations, whose builder and maker is God" 
(Heb. 11 :10), while Lot paid more atten-
tion to his outward needs than to his in-
ward soul needs. 

How can i man's soul prosperity be in-
sured? In God's economy this has already 
been accomplished. As a father will in-
sure his child, so has God our heavenly 
Father insured our souls against the ra-
vages of sin and Satan, for it is these two 
which war against and warp our souls. 
We read that God, in speaking of the 
Messiah, said: 

"1 the LORD have called thee in righteous-
ness....and will....give thee for a covenant 
of the people." (Isaiah 42:6) 

Every lawyer knows that a covenant is 
an agreement or a surety, and in the 
portion following the above promise we 
read that this Great Redeemer was to be 
God's surety for man's spiritual liberty. 
To this covenant God has given his oath, 
for we read elsewhere : 

"The LORD hath sworn and will not re-
pent, Thou (Messiah) art a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek." (Psalm 110:4) 

This Melchizedek (King of Righteous-
ness) to whom our father Abraham paid 
tithes was "priest of the most High God" 
and had no genealogy. "having neither 
beginning of days, nor nd of life; but 
made like unto the Son of God" (Heb. 
7:3). Thus, the Lord Jesus of whom Mel-
chizedek was a type, has been given as 
our everlasting covenant. Still the trans-
action could not be complete until it was 
sealed with the blockl of the covenant, 
for Christ had appeared in His priestly 
office "to put away sin by the sacrifice  

of Himself" (Heb. 9:26). 
"By so much was Jesus made a SURETY 

of a better covenant." (Heb. 7:23) 

The Lord Jesus Christ is our surety, 
because God had ordained Him from be-
fore the foundation of the world to bring 
us salvation as a free gift, as a free policy 
to insure our soul prosperity. Yet though 
it is free to us let it not be thought cheap. 
A heavy premium was paid by the Lord 
Jesus to insure the blessings of God upon 
you. He laid His holy life.  bare to the 
agonies of the cruelest death upon a Ro-
man cross with rusty spikes driven 
through His hands and His feet, and there 
His precious blood was shed for your sins 
and for the sins of the world. See how 
gracious the Lord is. He provided the 
policy and Himself paid the full premium, 
and we may enter into the benefits of the 
transaction if we only believe. Faith to-
wards God and His Word is the only way 
by which we may appropriate this insur-
ance. We can never buy it. We can never 
pay for it. We must accept it as a gift 
from God by faith. Faith is the principal 
thing with God, for "without faith it is 
impossible to please Him". Spiritual pros-
perity, fullness of soul must precede full-
ness of life, and fullness of life must 
precede material prosperity, and when 
our life is full we find that our souls are 
not consumed with lust and greed for 
material things which perish. We are 
content to trust God for our daily needs 
and He never fails us. 

Dear reader, examine your own heart 
and you will see that the words of our 
Messiah, the Lord Jesus, are absolutely 
true : 

"A man's life consisteth not in the abundance 
of the things which he possesseth" (Luke 12: 
15). 

You are not merely a civilized beast as 
some would have you believe; God has 
made you a living soul, and "what is a 
man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul?" (Mat. 16: 
26) Your soul must be satisfied, and the 
only possible way to satisfy that need is 
found in the Messiah. He is God's Pros-
perity Insurance gift to you for the new 
year. 

40 CTS. WORTH FOR 25 CTS. 

Send us 25c in coin or stamps 
and we will mail you a 40c. New 
Testament in Hebrew, Yiddish 
or English. 

• Address:: 
THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 
27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Published Monthly, except bi-monthly during July and August by the American Board of Missions to the Jews, 27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn. N. Y. 

Entered as Second Class matter April 4, 1922, at the Post Office, Brooklyn, N. Y., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Accepted for mailing at special rate 
of postage provided for in section 1103. act of October 3, 1917. Authorized December 30, 1937. 



MOT!! 

HEADQUARTERS BETH SAR SHALOM 

SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

GOD'S MERCY MEETS GOD'S LOVE 

God's love would have forgiven the 
sinner, but God's righteousness forbade 
Him. God's righteousness would have 
judged the sinner, but God's love re-
strained Him. How to reconcile His in-
herent righteousness with His character 
of essential love was a problem that no 
moral philosopher could have solved, for 
Divine wisdom and mercy find their high-
est expression in the solution—the vicar-
ious suffering and death of God the Son. 

But, says Mr. Critic, does not Christian-
ity fail at its very foundation by basing 
everything on substitution? — for substi-
tution will not stand thoughtful investi-
gation. It makes Christ the innocent bear 
the penalty for the guilty, and lets the 
guilty go free. It is diametrically opposed 
to our every idea of justice, for we believe 
that justice should protect the innocent 
and bring the full penalty upon the 
guilty, 

But see God's perfect justice and 
perfect mercy revealed at the Cross. He 
does not there take the innocent and com-
pel him to bear the penalty of the guilty. 
God acts like the judge in the anecdote : 
It is on record that of two young men 
who studied law together, one rose to a 
seat on the Bench, while the other took 
to drink and wasted his life. On one 
occasion this poor fellow was brought 
before his old companion, charged with 
crime, and the lawyers present wondered 
what kind of justice would be adminis-
tered by the Judge under such trying 
circumstances. To their surprise he sen-
tenced his one-time companion to the 
heaviest penalty the law would allow, and 
then paid the fine himself and set his old 
friend free. 

God against Whom we had sinned, in 
justice sat upon His judgment throne, 
and passed the heaviest penalty He could 
—the sentence of Death upon the sinner 
—then, in mercy, He stepped down from 
His throne and took the sinner's place, 
bearing the full penalty Himself, for 2 
Cor. 5 :19 tells us that God was IN Christ, 
not . THROUGH Christ, but IN Christ 
reconciling the world unto Himself. 

ONE GOD IN THREE MANIFESTATIONS 

God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit, are one God. The same 
God against Whom we had sinned, passed 
the judgment, paid the penalty, and now 
offers you full and free pardon, based 
upon absolute righteousness. That is why 
the Apostle Paul in Romans 1 :16, 17, 
says, "I am not ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ, for therein is the righteousness of 
God revealed." 

A FINISHED WORK. But is the ac-
ceptance of Christ as my Saviour ALL 
that is necessary to save me for all 
eternity ? Yes, I admit the very simplicity 
of it seems to make it hard to grasp. But 
if I owe 100 pounds and have nothing with 

which to pay, and a friend pays the debt 
for me and gives me the receipt, I don't 
worry about it any more. I can look my 
creditor straight in the face, for I hold 
his signed receipt. As Jesus Christ gave 
His life in place of mine, He said, "It is 
finished," meaning that the work of atone-
ment was completed, and God gave me 
His receipt ; in other words, the assurance 
that He was satisfied with Christ's finished 
work in that He (God) raised Christ from 
the dead on the third day. "But I can't 
see it," said a certain cabinet-maker, as 
a friend tried to explain this to him. At 
last an inspiration struck his friend, who, 
lifting a plane, made as though lie would 
plane the top of a beautifully French-
polished table that stood near. "Stop !" 
cried the cabinet-maker ; "don't you see 
that's finished? You'll simply ruin it if you 
Use that plane on it." "Why," replied his 
friend, "That's just what I have been 
trying to show you about Christ's work 
of redemption. It was finished when He 
gave His life for you, and if you try to 
add to that finished work you can only 
spoil it. Just accept it as it stands—His 
life for yours, and you go free." Like a 
flash he saw it, and received Jesus Christ 
into his life as his Saviour. Will you? 

A GOOD MAN CAN BE LOST 

BUT THERE IS ONE GRAVE DIFFI-
CULTY YET. 1 know a noble, true, kind, 
generous, manly man who has not accepted 
Christ as his Saviour. Do you mean to 
tell me that in Eternity he will be lost, 
while this other man, who has received 
Jesus Christ into his life as his personal 
Saviour, although not nearly such a fine 
fellow, has eternal life? Yes, I admit this 
for years was a grave difficulty to me un-
til I read about the Law of Biogenesis, 
then all my difficulties disappeared. 
"There can be no life without antecedent 
life." That means there is no such thing 
as spontaneous life. Dead matter cannot 
live of itself. If it ever is to have life, it 
must get life by coming into contact with 
something that is ALREADY living. 
Christ made no arbitrary statement, but 
was simply giving expression to a scien-
tific fact when He said (John 3:6), "That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Marvel not that I said unto thee, YE 
MUST BE BORN AGAIN." And so with 
the apostle in 1 John 5 :12, when he said, 
"He that hath the Son hath life : he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life." 
The difference between a highly-developed 
moral man and a Christian is not in DE- 
GREE, but in KIND - the one has a high 
grade of human life, the other) has spiri- 
tual life, and the difference is so radical 
that the one can never grow out of the 
other, for Christ said even to such an up- 
right man as Nicodemus in John 3 :7, "Ye 
must be born again," "A further de-
velopment of your old life will not suffice. 
What you need is a NEW DIVINE LIFE 
BY RECEIVING ME." — Mr. R. A. Laid-
law, a Christian business man of Auckland, 
New Zealand. 
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A DRINK FROM THE FOUNTAIN 

"Whosoever drinketh of the water that I 
shall give him shall never thirst; but the 
water that 1 shall give him shall be in him 
a well of water springing up into everlasting 
life."—(John 4:14) 

But I have greater witness than that 
of John; for the works which the Father 
hath given me to finish, the same works 
that I do, bear witneiss of me, that. the 
Father hath sent me. And the Father 
Himself, which hath sent me, hath borne 
witness of me. Ye have neither heard 
his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 
And ye have not his word abiding in you: 
for whom he hath sent, him ye believe 
not. Search the scriptures ; for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life : and they 
are they which testify of me. And ye 
will not come to me, that ye might have 
life. Freceive not honour from men. But 
I know you, that ye have not the love of 
God in you. I am come in my Father's 
name and ye receive me not : if another 
shall come in his own name, him ye will 
receive. How can ye believe, which re-
ceive honour one of anoth r, and seek not 
the honour that cometh from God only? 
Do not think that I will accuse you to the 
Father : there is one that accuseth you, 
even Moses, in who mye trust. For had 
ye believed Moses, ye would have believed 
me : for he wrote of me. But if ye believe 
not his writings, how shall ye believe my 
words? John 5 :36-47. 
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