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THE TRUE PASSOVER LAMB 

"IT IS THE LORD'S PASSOVER" 

"For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us." 
— I Cor. 5:7. 

BY THE LATE DR. LEOPOLD COHN 

In the 23rd chapter of Leviticus this 
feast is called "the Lord's passover." It 
is God's passover, and not, as so many 
think, a holiday, for eating and drinking. 
With God it is immaterial whether we eat 
or not. When He says it is — the Lord's 
passover," He means an entirely different 
thing, as we shall see in the following 
discussion :- 

This title, "the Lord's passover," is dif-
ferent. from any title given to any other 
holiday. We do not find in the Bible such 
expressions as "the Lord's pentecost" or 
"the Lord's tabernacles." Only the Pass-
over is claimed by God as His possession 
and labeled with His own name. Why 
does God do this? 

There are several unique features con-
nected with the passover, the chief of 
which is : God commanded that a lamb be 
slain and its blood sprinkled on the upper 
door post and on the two side posts so that 
when the angel of death should pass 
through the land of Egypt on that fated 
ful night of the plague, he would see the 
blood on the doors of Jewish homes, and 
would pass over them, and no calamity 
would befall those homes. 

Is this not rather strange? Was it not 
possible for the angel to know where a 
Jew lived except by a sign of blood on 
the door? This remarkable instruction was 
given, however, purposefully, as a thought-
provoking incentive to search the holy  

There is a small book in print relating 
a remarkable event in the life of a very 
pious Jew. As he went about in his prep-
arations for the passover feast one year, 
a question suddenly flashed to his mind. 
He said to himself, "We are about to cele-
brate the passover, but where is the most 
important thing, the paschal lamb it-

that the bride had suddenly changed herself?" This question bothered him and he  
went from one rabbi to another, but no mind and now refused to marry that man 

under any circumstances. No one could one could offer him a satisfactory explana-
prevail upon her to yield. What then ton. He began to search the Scriptures 

for himself and found that not only did should be done with the sumptuous ban- 
God command the use of the blood of the quet that was being held in readiness? 
passover sacrifice, which should be a lamb The heads of both families conferred and 	

thout blemish," but that every time a decided that even though there could be 
Jew sinned against God he was obliged to no real Wedding, still they would celebrate. 

The tables were spread and everyone ate bring a sacrifice and. to have the blood ap-
and drank to his heart's content, and so it plied to the horns of the altar as an atone-
turned out to be a wedding without a ment for his sin. 
bride. 

This story reminds us of the present-day 
Jewish passover; A very sumptuous feast 
is prepared. On the table there are the un-
leavened cakes, the herbs, the wine, but 
where is the paschal lamb lt is not. there. 
What sense is there in a passover without 
the most important thing. the lamb ? No 
one seems to know. Why, then is it called 
pas ;over? Because the angel passed over 
the Jewish homes in Egypt, we are told. 
However, God made all things to center 
around the lamb that He commanded to 
be slain as a passover sacrifice. Now, when 
Israel has no lamb on the table there can 
be no passover at all and the observance is 
like it wedding without 'a bride. 

Scriptures and to find the secret of the 
meaning of "the Lord's passover." 

ALL the other Jewish practices at pass- 
over, as for example the reclining on the' 
couch, the white gown (kittel), and the 
four cups of wine, have no merit in God's 
sight, because they are merely "command-
ments laugh i; by men' which God has long 
since denounced as hateful to Himself. 
tlsa. 29:13). 

Passover does not. consist in man-made 
ceremonies, but, as the Word of God says, 

and when I see the.  blood, I will PASS 
OVER you" (Exodus 12:13). That is why 
the feast. is called passover. God's angel 
passed over those homes where he saw the 
ulood, and where there was no blood he 
did not pass over. Jews rightly call this 
holiday today the feast of unleavened 
bread instead of passover, because they 
have no paschal lamb and no blood. 

A WEDDING BUT NO BRIDE 

Some time ago an interesting item ap-
peared in the press telling how a wedding 
was celebrated without a bride. The 
couple had been engaged, and according to 
the then existing custom, the date for the 
wedding had been appointed at the time 
of the engagement. Naturally, all was 	A PIOUS JEW WHO SOUGHT AND FOUND 
made ready, the cooking and the baking 
and the decorating, and the bridegroom 
presented himself exactly on time for the 
ceremony. The bride, however, remained 
on an upper floor with her flower girls 
and refused to come down to the wedding. 
The orchestra began to play the wedding 
march and still she would not come. What 
could that mean? At last it was learned 

It. often happens that some Jews awake 
out of their sleep and begin to consider the.. 
holy laws our God gave concerning the 
passover, and they arrive at the conclu-
sion that the Lord Jesus Christ, who laid 
down his life exactly at the time when 
the paschal lamb was to be sacrificed, that 
is, three o'clock in the afternoon, is really 
the true passover of whom the paschal.  
lamb was merely a shadow or type whi6E7 
pointed to Him, our holy Messiah, who be-
came the "Lamb without blemish" and 
was slain for our sins. Thus, over 1900 
years ago, when that righteous man, John, 
the last of the line of prophets in Israel, 
saw the Lord Jesus Christ coining to him 
one day, he cried out, "Behold the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sins of the 
world!" 

It was necessary in Egypt that the blood 
be sprinkled on the upper door post and 
on the side posts in order to ward off the 
angel of death. So also today, in a spirit-
ual sense, it. is necessary to sprinkle our 
heart with faith in the blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ., our Messiah, that we might 
be freed from the penalty of death which 
is upon us because of our sin. 

On the Day of Atonement, the high/ 
priest would sprinkle the blood on the 
mercy seat (covering of the ark) and then 
emerge from behind the curtain with the 
glad news, "and the assembly of the 
children of Israel is forgiven." 

This pious Jew also knew that in Leviti-
cus 17 :11 God said, "For it is the blood 
that maket.h an atonement for the soul," 
meaning that only the blood can bring us 
forgiveness of sins. He found himself in 
a dilemma, because lie realized that to-
day Jews have no temple, no altar, no 
priest, no sacrifice, no blood atonement 
and consequently no real passover. 

God has never left an honest, seeking 
soul in darkness; and soon the inquirer 
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learned that about the time the temple was 
destroyed and the sacrifices ceased, God 
provided His own sacrifice, the holy Mes-
siah, of whom all. those former sacrifices 
were only a shadow. His blood was shed 
for the sins of the whole world so that any-
one who believed on Him would obtain re-
mission of sins and also find in Him the 
true Passover Sacrifice. 

JEWISH NATION WAS MISLED 

As we have seen thus far, God con-
stantly pointed in type to the one great 
sacrifice, the Lord Jesus Christ, "the Lamb 
of God," who was lowly and pure as a 
lamb (Isa. 53 :7). And now there comes 
through the pages of the holy record the 
voice of John, "Behold the Lamb of 
God!" Jews heard him then and believed 
his testimony. Later, however, our Jewish 
leaders misled the people and they turned 
away from Him who gave His life for 

)them. 	• 
1---Consider how remarkably the instruc-

tions that God gave concerning the pass-
over fit exactly the events surrounding the 
death of the.Lord Jesus Christ, our "Pass-
over who is sacrificed for us" (I Cor. 5:7). 

STRIKING PARALLELS 

First, we find in Exodus 12 :6 God's com-
mand that the- passover be killed "in the 

'-evening," literally "between the evenings 
as the Hebrewgives it. The time was to 
be three o'clock, because in the temple 
service the day was divided into quarters 
and the quarter between twelve and three 
was called the minor evening oblation, 
while that between three and six was 
called the major evening oblation. "Be-

1 tween the evenings," then, means between 
those two periods, or three o'clock. In the 
history of Messiah we find that "about the 
ninth hour" of the day, which was three 
o'clock according to the Roman time, our 
blessed Lord gave up His spirit (Matt. 
27:46), exactly when the passover was to 
be killed. 

Secondly, we find that God required in 
connection with the paschal lamb that "a 
bone of him shall not be broken;" and 
again we find in the New Testament that 
when the executioners broke the bones of 
the malefactors who were executed on 
either side of our Lord, they did not break 
the bones of the Lord Jesus Christ (John 
19 :32-36). 

We also find many traces in the tradi-
tional Jewish ceremonies on the passover 
which tend to show that our forefathers 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ. For 
example, at the seder (ceremony) there 
are three unleavened cakes, one on top of 
the other. The middle cake is broken and 
hidden away for a time. Then it is taken 
out again and everyone around the table 
partakes of it. The three cakes symbolize 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit of our tri-une.  
God. The middle one represents the Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was broken 
and buried for a time. On the third day 
(even as the afikomen is taken out after 
the third cup and distributed) Christ 
arose from the grave where He was hid- 

den, and became the Saviour of everyone 
who will receive Him as the true Bread of 
Life. 

This, dear reader, is the real meaning 
of "the Lord's passover," because God 
Himself made His sacrifice from the foun-
dation of the world. And when we see by 
faith that which took place on the cross. 
where the "Lamb without spot or blem-
ish," the Lord Jesus Christ, bled and died 
for our sins, our hearts melt within us for 
sorrow. The old leaven, sin, is purged 
away and we have a real and living Pass-
over. This is what the. great apostle, Paul, 
a disciple of the venerable rabbi, Ganialiel, 
meant when he said, "Purge out therefore 
the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump 
as ye are unleavened. For even Christ 
our Passover is sacrificed for us." (I Cor. 
5 :7) . 

A GREATER DELIVERANCE THAN EGYPT 

This holiday is also a commemoration 
of the time when the Jews were delivered 
out of Egypt. True, they were then set 
free from slavery, but it does not follow 
that either then or now are they free in 
spirit; for the deliverance was just a bod-
ily one and only :temporary. Soon came 
the Babylonian,  captivity, and 	me 
1spar  at 	us, w ich has lasted 
already nearly 1900 years. We are scat-
tered among the nations, and we are 
bound today, if not by the yoke of Egypt, 
then by the yokes of others. What rejoic-
ing can.  there be on passover, if we simply 
rehearse the events that took place four 
thousand years ago? But, if we know the 
True Passover Sacrifice, we have a real, 
and present, and wonderful deliverance, 
even as our Messiah said in Jerusalem, "if 
the Son therefore shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed" (John 8:36). Free 
from sin! Our souls and spirits free from 
captivity to Satan! Free from the leaven 
which is a symbol of sin and corruption. 
In brief, we become as unleavened cakes. 
By faith in the Lord Jesus Christ we are 
true children of God, new creatures, pos-
sessing a new spirit and a new heart, and 
obtaining a new life and a new name (Isa. 
62 :2) . 

A DRINK FROM THE FOUNTAIN 

("Whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst; but 
the water that I shall give him shall be in 
him a well of water springing up into 
everasting life." 	John 4:14). 
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Zacchaeus make haste, and come down; 
for to day I must abide at thy house. And 
he made haste, and came down, and re-
ceived him joyfully. 

And when they saw it, they all mur-
mured, saying, that he was gone to be 
guest with a man that is a sinner, And 
Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord ; 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor ; and if I have taken any 
thing from any man by false accusation, 
I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said 
unto him, This day is salvation come to 
this house, forsomuch as he also is a son 
of Abraham. For the Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which was 
lost. Luke 19 :1-10. 
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And- Jesus entered and passed through 
Jericho. And, behold, there was a man 
named Zacchaeus, which was .the chief 
among the publicans, and he was rich. 
And he sought to see Jesus who he was; 
and could not for the press, because he 
was little of stature. And he ran before 
and climbed into a sycomore tree to see 
him; for he was to pass that way. And, 
when Jesus came to the place, he looked 
up, and saw him, and said unto him, 
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