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PENTECOST, OR SHEVUOTH 

By the late DR. LEOPOLD COHN 

The Jewish custom of counting seven 
weeks from Passover to Pentecost is a 
very old one, and yet few have any idea 
what is the secret behind this command-
ment. We find the instructions in Le-
viticus 23: "Ye shall count unto you 
from the morrow after the sabbath 	 
seven sabbaths shall be complete", mean-
ing from the second morning of the pass-
over season forty-nine days were to be 
counted, and the fiftieth day was to be 
the Day of Pentecost, when a new offering 
was to be brought to God. 

In order to grasp the significance of 
this custom we need to examine two 
other commandments which God gave to 
Israel. First, on the day before the count-
ing was to begin, in the morning, it was 
required that a "sheaf (omer) of the first-
fruits" be brought as a wave offering 
unto the Lord. This sheaf or omer of the 
firstfruits of the harvest was to be waved 
by the high priest up and down before 
God. Secondly, at the close of the seven 
weeks, on Pentecost there were to be 
brought to the high priest "two wave 
loaves....of fine flour....baken with 
leaven" (Lev. 23:17) and these also were 
to be waved before the Lord our God. 

In the New Testament, which is a 
record of the events surrounding the com-
ing of Messiah and the establishment of 
His faith upon the earth, we read that on 
the very morning, "the morrow after the 
sabbath", when the priest waved the omer 
before God, the Lord Jesus Christ arose 
from the grave. He had been crucified on 
Friday, the eve of the Passover, and on 
Sunday, "the morrow after the sabbath", 
he arose. Therefore, by the "firstfruits" 
God had shown us in symbol that the 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Messiah, would rise 
out of the grave on that day, "the mor-
row after the sabbath". Following His 
resurrection, He remained for fully forty 
days with His disciples, after which He 
was taken up to heaven. This testimony 
was established by more than five hun-
dred Jews, living in Jerusalem and round 
about, who saw the events that trans-
pired and testified thereof (1 Cor. 15). 

Now consider the wave loaves, or 
breads. These two loaves which the priest 
waved before God on Pentecost had to be 
"baken with leaven." Generally it was 
forbidden that leaven be brought with a 
sacrifice, as it is written, "ye shall burn 
no leaven....in any offering of the Lord 
made by fire" (Lev. 2:11). Why, then 
this exception is 

WHY THE LEAVEN ? 

In the history of the Acts of the Apos-
tles, in the first two chapters, we find that  

the Lord Jesus Christ had promised His 
disciples when He was taken up to heaven 
from their midst that He would send them 
the Holy Spirit. A few days later, on the 
day of the feast of Pentecost, early in the 
morning, when the wave loaves were be-
ing brought to the priest as an offering 
unto the Lord, suddenly a most remark-
able thing took place. The Holy Spirit 
came upon the believers in the temple, 
and they began to preach the good news 
(Gospel) of the Lord Jesus Christ in var-
ious languages, to the foreign speaking 
groups that were represented there. (The 
four million Jews that were scatterd out-
side of Palestine had adopted the tongue 
of the land where they lived, and there 
were also many proselytes and Gentiles 
who came up for the feast.) Many, on 
that day, began to believe on Christ as 
their Saviour from sin, and the Holy 
Spirit united the group of believers, Jews 
and Gentiles, forming them into one body 
by their common faith. Since then, there 
is no longer any distinction between Jew 
and Gentile as far as acceptance with God 
is concerned, because faith in the Word 
of God, through the Messiah, makes every 
man equal in God's sight (Acts 10). 

Now we understand that the two loaves 
represent Jew and Gentile. The leaven is 
a symbol of sin which is in both of them, 
because "all we like sheep have gone 
astray" (Isa. 53), and through the Holy 
Spirit, who leads us to the holy faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, both are lifted (as 
the wave offering was lifted up) to a 
higher plane, yea, to the highest position, 
near to the very heart of God ; and they 
become children of God for ever and ever. 

This explains the importance of those 
days between Passover and Pentecost. 
The Lord Jesus Christ arose from the 
dead, He was taken up to heaven, and 
those who believed in Him were forever 
lifted to the exalted position of children 
of God, during the days between Passover 
and Pentecost. All of these events trans-
pired between the day the omer was 
waved before the Lord, symbolizing the 
rising of Christ out of the earth in new 
life (as a grain of seed sprouts out of the 
earth in new life), and Pentecost, when 
the two loaves were waved before the 
Lord, symbolizing the fact that the as-
cension of our Lord to heaven made 
possible the coming of the Holy Spirit to 
lift mankind, both Jew and Gentile, to 
God. What wonderful days those were ! 

THE CURSE OF THE LAW 

This holiday is also designated by the 
rabbis as the "time of the giving of the 
law", for Jewish tradition tells us that 
the law was given at Mt. Sinai at the time 
of Pentecost. In that law it is written, 
"Cursed be he that confirmeth not all 
the words of this law to do them" (Deut. 
27:26). It is also written, "The soul that  

sinneth it shall die." When we consider 
how rarely the law is studied at all and 
how much less it is observed, how sin is 
rampant all around us and in us, thus 
bringing everyone under condemnation, 
we lose all enthusiasm over shevuoth as 
the "time of the giving of the law." Can 
we rejoice over the fact that a curse hangs 
upon man? And yet that is what the law 
pronounces over sinners. 

To this also we find the answer in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Though He was the 
only one who ever lived a sinless life upon 
earth and kept the law perfectly, He, 
nevertheless, took upon Himself the curse, 
as it is written, " cursed is he that hangeth 
upon a tree." Deut. 21:23. God's curse, 
pronounced over sinful mankind, was laid 
upon Him and nailed to the cross with 
Him. For this reason, everyone who be-
lieves on Him is no longer under the curse, 
because Christ has become his sacrifice for 
sin, and he can have a happy shevuoth. 

This holiday is one of the three oc-
casions on which God had commanded the 
Jews that every male of the nation should 
make his appearance in Jerusalem. The 
rabbis taught later that by thus going to 
Jerusalem three times a year the Jew would 
draw near to the Shekinah glory which 
dwelt in the Temple, in the Holy of Holies. 
And in this way the Jew would renew 
three times a year his spirit of consecra-
tion and devotion to God. But, we read 
in Psalm 78 :60 the sad truth that the Holy 
Spirit, the Shekinah glory "forsook the 
tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which he 
placed among men." All of which is in 
full confirmation of the other teaching of 
the Word of God, that the Holy Spirit, 
having left His '-abode in the Temple, 
dwelt bodily in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
it was this Holy Spirit which the Lord 
Jesus Christ promised to give to every 
one who believes on Him. This means 
that the words of the Lord Jesus Christ 
are true at the present moment, for . He 
says "Behold I stand at the door and 
knock : if any man hear -iny voice and 
open the door, I will conie in to him, and 
will sup with him, and. he with me." Rev. 
3 :20. It was also the same Lord Jesus 
Christ who said to His disciples, in John 
14:16-18: "And I will pray the Father, 
and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you forever. I , 
will not leave you comfortless; I will 
come to you." 

And so it is that the Holy Spirit which 
forsook the. tablernacle in Shiloh is now 
ready to take up His dwelling place in 
our hearts, if we will accept Him through 
the offer made by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And if we do, we shall indeed have a very 
happy Pentecost, or Shevuoth, and we 
shall be happy for the rest of our lives, 
until the Lord Jesus Christ shall come and 
take us to be with Him forever. 
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SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

THE CLOWN WHO COULDN'T LAUGH 
By Rev. COULSON SHEPHERD 

In a private consulting room the patient 
had just finished giving the doctor all the 
details of his case. He was nervous, 
melancholy, and despondent, he said. He 
felt that everything in his life had become 
so hopeless that he had lost all desire to 
go on. Could the doctor help him? Per-
haps a tonic, or a diet? As he watched 
the physician's face, and waited for him 
to speak, he managed to look a bit hope-
ful. Finally•the medical man looked up 
and said, "What you need is a change—
something to take your mind off yourself. 
Wait! I have it. There's a circus in town 
this week and you really ought to go. The 
chief attraction is a world-famous clown. 
I saw him perform—the funniest act I've 
ever seen. He's the best cure for the blues 
in many a year." 

"Doctor," and now the patient's face 
was a tortured mask of misery, "I am that 
-clown," 

No-f Any form of amusement, whatever 
it may be, might make you laugh a bit at 
night, but the tears would flow again in 
the morning. The best the world with all 
its pleasures can do is to give a short-lived 
happiness at night. In the morning the 
soul again bears the full burden of his 
woes. However, there is a prescription 
which works just the opposite. Instead of 
giving a temporary pleasure, it gives a 
lasting joy. David, the sweet singer of 
Israel, knew the remedy, for he wrote 
these words: 

—Weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning." 	Psalm 30:5. 

All of us know by sad experience that 
to drown troubles and sorrows by going 
out to have a good time brings only a 
temporary happiness. How about the 
morning? No pleasure or happiness then. 
Too often it is remorse and even more in-
tense sorrow. Would you not like to know 
how to reverse it, so that the sorrow would 
he just a brief evening experience and the 
joy, which is a lasting happiness, would 
be yours in the morning? Let me repeat, 

"Weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning." Psalm 30:5 

We are living in a night time scene, and 
the night is dark for Israel. It is getting 
darker, but God speaks of a morning that 
will soon dawn, and for Israel as a nation 
that will be a glorious day. It will be the 
day of Israel's salvation. 

I am glad for the happiness that Israel 
will experience in that future day, when 
the morning breaks, but I am concerned 
about individual Jews today. My heart 
aches for the Jewish people. The Torah 
teaches that unless you turn to the God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, and heed His compas-
sionate call to you, the night through 
which you are now passing, this night of 
weeping, will be an eternal night for you. 
The Scripture tells us that if you neglect  

your God's salvation, there will be no 
escape. 

We all need God's salvation. Forget 
all about religious and preconceived 
notions. Let us face some facts. 

First of all: Every reader must confess 
with me that all have sinned. And having 
sinned, we are separated from God. The 
Torah states it this way : 

"The Lord looked down front heaven upon 
the children of men, to see if there were any 
that did understand. and seek God. They are 
all gone aside, they are all together become 
filthy: there is none that doeth good, no. not 
one." Psalm 14:2, 3. 

The prophet Isaiah said, 
"All we like sheep have gone astray: we 

have turned every one to his own way." 
Isaiah 53:G. 

Now what is the result of this? Hear 
Isaiah again: 

"Your iniquities have separated between 
you and your God, and your sins have hid 
His face from you, that He will not hear." 
Isaiah 59:2, 

Do you not see your need? Do you 
not see that you have sinned and as a 
result you are separated from God? The 
Creator of heaven and earth is not some 
indulgent, benevolent, old grandfather 
who can lightly pass over our sins and 
think we are cute and cunning. No, our 
God is a righteous, holy God, and because 
we have sinned we are separated from 
Him. 

Now listen to the next point: It is pos-
sible for sinners, separated from God, to 
have their sins forgiven and be in close 
fellowship with God. He has said through 
King David: 

"Happy is he whose transgression is for-
given, whose sin is covered." Psalm 32:1 

And let me tell you how a God who is 
holy can righteously forgive our trans-
gressions and cover our sins. God has an 
unchanging law governing this. Hear it : 

"It is the blood that maketh an atonement 
for the soul." 	Lev. 17:11. 

Ah, but where is the Altar of Sacrifice? 
Where is the blood? Think of all the 
ceremonies held on the sacred Day of 
Atonement and during the Passover sea-
son. Is there any blood shed? If there is 
no blood, how can there be atonement? If 
there is no Passover Lamb slain, how can 
there be redemption? 

This brings us to our third point. In 
addition to God being holy and righteous, 
He is also loving, not willing that any of 
us should remain separated from Him, and 
go into "The blackness of darkness for-
ever." Being a God of love, He provided 
what was necessary for us to have our 
transgressions forgiven. He provided the 
Altar of Sacrifice ! He provided the Sac-
rifice! He provided the Blood! 

If you are to have your transgressions 
forgiven and your sins covered, you must 
have it done God's way or it is not done. 
If you neglect this most important matter, 
your present night of weeping, figura-
tively speaking and literally-, too, will be 
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an eternal night for you. But if you hear 
and heed God's way of forgiveness, His 
way of salvation, you will enter upon an 
eternal day of joy. 

My friend, there is only the one Altar 
of Sacrifice and that is Calvary, where 
the Christ of God died a sacrificial death 
for sin: there is only one blood that can 
atone for your sins and that is the pre-
cious blood of your Saviour-Messiah, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. God tells us to be-
lieve in Him and we are saved. Hear Him 
as He speaks through Moses, the great 
prophet and leader of Israel, 

"I call heaven and earth to record this day 
against you. that I have set, before you life 
and death, blessing and cursing: therefore 
choose rife, that both thou and thy seed may 
live." Deut. 2f09. 
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