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YOM KIPPUR, 

THE DAY OF COVERING 

It is the tenth of Tishri. The most solemn 
and most holy day of the Mosaic calendar 
—God's calendar—is ushered in. It is 
called in the Hebrew; Yom Kippur,, or in 
the English, The Day )f Atonement. The 
word Kippur in the ebrew means liter-
ally "to cover," and so God called this 
day, Yom Kippur, the ay of •covering, the 
day when He would shut His eyes and 
blot out the sins of the Jewish nation, and 
remember them no mor . It is the same ex-
pression as is found in salm 78 :38, "But 
he . . . full of -compassi n COVERED (Ye-
chapel-) their iniquity.' 

Tishri; is the seventh month of God's 
calendar. Since the days of Sivan, the 
third month of the Jewish calendar, when 
the Feast of Weeks, or Shevuos, was cele-
brated, there has been silence for four 
months. Suddenly the silence of these 
months is broken by the staccato flourish 
of the trumpets that God ordered to be 
blown on the first day of Tishri, the sev-
enth month, trumpets that sharply call the 
attention of the whole nation of Israel to 
something fearful and heart chilling about 
to happen. 	} 7 }A/ 

And now _ten days 	passed. The 
Jewish rabbis call these days "the terrible 
days 21-for ten days the Jewish nation has 
been keyed to the highest pitch of solemn 
expectancy. Have not the trumpets sound-
ed? And do they not presage something 
terrible to come? And surely enough, 
there now is ushered in the most heart 
searching and soul agonizing day of the 
whole Jewish year, the Day of Atonement. 

What did God tell Israel to do on this 
most solemn day of the year? We find 

-the- instructions in Leviticus 16, for there 
we read that on the Day of Atonement 
the High Priest was to take two goats and 
cast lots upon them. The one upon which 
fell the lot, "unto the Lord," he was to 
sacrifice as a sin offering; and the other 
one, upon which fell the lot, "scapegoat," 
he was to present before the Lord, lay-
ing his hands upon its head and confess-
ing over it the sins of the congregation 
so. that it should hear away all the sins 
of the people "unto a land not inhab-
ited." All . this was done in order to 
"make atonement. (covering) for himself, 
and for the people" ( Lev. 16:24). From 
this word, "atonement." (kippur) devel- 
oped the name "Yom Kippur." 

• a.t 

WHY FAST? 

Do • the Jews today obey the instruc-
timis that God gave in Lev. 16? Do the 
Jews have a high priest and the temple  

with the holy of holies? And can the 
high priest sprinkle the blood of the sin 
offering and come out with the sentence 
of forgiveness on his lips? No, dear Jew-
ish reader, all these things are gone, gone 
forever. How then ,can the Jews honestly 
and properly keep Yom Kippur? 

The rabbis tell us we should fast all 
day, and yet there is not a word in God's, 
Scriptures about faging on Yom Kippur,' • 
All that the Scriptures mention is "Ye \ 
shall afflict your souls." This word for 
afflict is the same word as is used in 
Deut.-  21:14 a n d Deut. 22 :24 f o r 
"humbled." 

There is only one word in Hebrew for 
"feasting" and that is "tsokm,".. but we 
lo 	in vain for that word in connection 
with the Day of Atonement. If God did 
not say we should fast, and if He did 
not promise to forgive us our sins through 
fasting, then why do Jews permit them- 
selves to 	Eriii2d=a32,4 take upon them- 
selves this us_ eless practice? In other parts 
of Scripture, as for example in Isaiah 58, 
God says that 'He is displeased with our 
fasting and that it does not help at all. 
To prove this truth, just ask any Jew 
who fasts if he knows for certain that 
his fasting will gain him foregiveness of 
sin. He will shrug his shoulders and say 
wistfully that he hopes so, but cannot be 
sure ; yet this same Jew lets himself be 
fooled year by year as he fasts in vain, 
for tie certainly is no remijisio 	sins 
through fasting.Ar-A-*4--- 	 ".e?  

In die-Mine 16r-16 Temple, there was 
no fasting on the Day of Atonement. The 
Talmud tells us that there "were no holi-
days in Israel like the fifteenth day of 
Ab and the Day of Atonement." On that 
day, we read, it was the custom for young 
people to assemble in the vineyards and 
with songs and rejoicing to select for 
themselves brides and bridegrooms; en-
gagements were sealed on that day. God 
commanded that the people "shall afflict 
their souls" only while the high priest 
was in the holy of holies performing the 
service, that they should humble them-
selves before God in lowliness and re-
pentance and really obtain the foregive-
ness which was wrought for them through 
the atonement. 

THE MEANING OF KEMATZLIF 

The chief thing on that day was what '  

the high priest did in his service in the 
holy of holies. There he sprinkled the 
blood upon the mercy seat (covering) of 

, the ark of the covenant, in order to obtain 
from God remission of sins for all Israel. 
In the order of service, it is recorded that 
the sprinkling should not "be upward or 
downward," but only "kematzlif." This 
word — kematzlif" appears only once in  

Jewish literature, and the commentator 
Rashi confesses that he cannot understand 
its meaning. It is no wonuer lie could 
not translate it, because in its present 
form it makes no sense. One famous 
writer states that in the original spelling 
this word must have ended with a "beth" 
and not with a "fay," thus rendering it 
"Kematzliv" which means, "in the fash-.  
ion of a cross." That is, when the priest 
sprinkled the blood, he was to sprinkle it 
vertically and horizontally, making the 
sign of a cross, in this manner signifying 
prophetically that the time would come 
when the Messiah would shed His blood 
upon a cross in order to make atonement 
for our sins. It seems that later editors of 
this section of the service did not want to 
retain the word "cross" in the Jewish 
literature, and so they arbitrarily changed 
one letter to a similarly sounding letter in 
the alphabet and made it "kematzlif." 

We who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
understand the meaning of this, because 
we know that God has given our Saviour 
to be our sin offering, as it is written: "He 
(God) made Him (Christ), who knew no 
sin, to be sin for us; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him" 
(II Cor. 5:21). 

And so through all the years from the 
time that God gave the commandments 
concerning the Day of Atonement until 
some 1500 years later, when the Lord 
Jesus Christ poured out his blood on that 
very Cross which the High Priest had been 
symbolizing through the annual ceremon-
ies for those 1500 years, God was teaching 
our Jewish people year after year that 
some day the Messiah would come and 
would accomplish by means of the Cross 
our salvation and the forgiveness of our 
sins. 

And now throughout the 1900 years that 
have passed into the limbo of a sad, sad 
history for our Jewish people, Israel has 
been ignorant of the salvation and the 
forgivenesss accomplished at the Cross cjn 
the Hill of Calvary outside of Jerusalem. 
And we have rejected over and over again;. 
the offer of salvation made to us becausi 
of what that Cross meant in God's pro-
gram of deliverance for His people Israel. 

SUFFERING MULTIPLIED.. 

And so God has foretold a clay to come 
called by Jeremiah and confirmed by the 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Messiah as the 
Time of Jacob's Trouble ; such a time 
never was in all Jewish history and never 
will be again. We are shocked when we 
read of the cruelties and savageries our 
Jewish people are suffering in these tragic 
days of Nazi hate. But those sufferings 
will be far exceeded in that other day to 
come when God says He will take our 
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people into the Valley of Megiddo and 
will have a controversy with them. And 
we shudder to think what a terrible con-
troversy that will be. Read for yourself 
Hosea 12:2 and see how God must still 
deal with the Jewish nation because of 
their continued rejection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ :- 

"The Lord hath also a controversy with 
Jacob and will punish Jacob according to 
his ways, according to his doings will he re-
compense him." 

It is horrible to think of what the Jew-
ish nation must yet have to go through ! 
And this national agony will take place 
in Jerusalem. God says : 

',I will gather all nations against Jerusalem 
to battle; and the city shall be taken, and 
the houses rifled, and the women ravished: 
and half of the city shall go forth into cap-
tivity, and the residue of the people shall not 
be cut off from the city." Zech. 14:2 

The reason that the time of the great 
trouble for the Jews must take place in 
Jerusalem is because God has a precise 
system of punishment:- the very place 
where the crime was committed, there 
must the crime be atoned for. In Jeru-
salem 1900 years ago our forefathers, 
blinded by their ignorance and egged on 
by the strongly entrenched political hench-
men of that day, the Scribes, Pharisees 
and Priests, shouted in their frenzy, 
"Away with him! We have no king but 
Caesar !" 

And so God says, "The very place where 
you shouted 'Away with him' there at 
that place you shall bow the knee and cry 
out 'Oh come and deliver us.' " And in 
that most tragic hour of Jewish history, 
God will have pity upon the Jews that 
will be gathered in Jerusalem; He says, 

And I will pour upon the house of ?David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spirit of grace and of supplications: and they 
shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him as one mourneth 
for his only son, and shall be in bitterness 
for him, as one that is in bitterness for his 
first born. In that day shall there be a great 
mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of 
Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. And 
the land shall mourn, every family apart; the 
family of the house of David apart, and their 
wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan 
apart, and their wives apart.—Zech. 12:10, 
11, 12. 

And then will it transpire that a whole 
nation, heartbroken when they realize 
what a terrible thing they have done in 
having rejected the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the Lord Jesus Christ, for 1900 years, 
will look up to him whom they have 
pierced, for He will suddenly appear from 
the clouds :- 

And his feet shall stand in that day upon the 
mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on 
the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave 
in the midst thereof toward the east and 
toward the west, and there shall be a very 
great valley; and half of It toward the south. 
Zech. 14:4 

And then the Jewish nation, with great 
agony of soul, and in deep penitence and 
great sorrow for the terrible sin of 1900  

years standing, will look upon the face 
of the Messiah when He stands upon the 
Mount of Olives ; they will pray to Him 
in the words of our prophet Isaiah who 
wrote evin the very prayer that the Jews 
will make in that dramatic hour ; 

Surely he bath borne our griefs, and carried 
our sorrows; yet we did esteem his stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned every one 
to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, 
and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaugh-
ter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. He was 
taken from prison and from judgment: and 
who shall declare his generation? for he was 
cut off out of the land of the living: for 
the transgression of my people was he strick-
en." Isaiah 53:4-8. 

When the Lord Jesus Christ will have 
heard this real affliction of the Jewish 
soul, the real humbling of the Jewish 
spirit, the true confession of the guilt of 
nineteen centuries, then He will forgive 
the sins of the people, and will redeem 
the poor Jews from the clutches of their 
enemies, and will establish them once more 
as a nation, and Jerusalem shall be safely 
inhabited. 

The silence of four months following 
Pentecost in the month of Sivan was 
broken suddenly and startingly by the 
blasts of the trumpet blowers on the first 
day of Tishri; ominous indeed were the 
summoning calls of the trumpets, for they 
announced to a waiting Israel that soon 
they would be undergoing affliction of the 
soul, and a facing of God for the account-
ing of their sins. 

And now we have had a silence from 
the heavens for nearly 1900 years. That 
silence very soon will be broken ; may it 
not be that the trumpet calls already have 
sounded? What else mean the regather-
ing of the Jewish people to Palestine and 
the confusion and consternation among the 
world powers? Are not both the Jews 
and the world nations on the march dawn 
a one-way street that will bring them to 
that final day of accounting with God, 
when He will settle his controversy both 
with the nations and with ISrael? 

This is the real meaning of the Day of 
Atonement, dear Jewish reader. Perhaps 
sooner than you think the Jewish nation 
will be plunged into that terrible hour of 
affliction. You who read these lines have 
no guarantee that you will be living, and 
in Jerusalem, at that time, or that you 
will not be among those who will be killed 
by the oncoming slaughter by the nations 
that will be gathered at that time to fight 
against Jerusalem. The only safe way 
for you to do is now as an individual 
Jew to turn to the Lord Jesus Christ and 
seek through His blOod, Shed for you" at 
Calvary, forgiveness of sins, and the sure 
promise of everlasting life. Then you 
will indeed have a Day of Atonement. Why 
not try it? 
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