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"UNTIL SHILOH COME" 
By JOSEPH HOFFMAN COHN 

Twenty-three years before the Lord 
Jesus Christ was crucified on Calvary's 
tree, the Sanhedrin had lost the power of 
passing the death sentence. This is that 
power which was envisaged in the pro-
phecy of Gen. 49 :10,` `The sceptre shall not 
depart from Judah nor a lawgiver from 
between his feet, until Shiloh come." So, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Shiloh of Gene-
sis 49:10, was already born, and was a 
boy nine or ten years of age, when this 
great calamity came upon the Jewish 
nation—Israel had lost the sceptre and 
the law-giving power. Josephus in his 
Antiquities, Book XVII, Chapter 13, 1-5, 
tells how that Judea had become a Roman 
Province, and how the procurators who 
had administered justice in the name of 
Augustus Caesar had now deprived the 
Sanhedrin of its supreme power in order 
that they themselves might exercise the 
jus gladii, the right of the sword, that is, 
the sovereign right over life and death. 
Every province annexed to the Roman 
Empire had to submit to his stripping of 
power. Tacitus says, "The Romans re-
served to themselves the rights of the 
Sword, and neglected all else." 

"WOE UNTO US1" 

Rabbi Rachman says, "When the mem-
bers of the Sanhedrin found themselves 
deprived of their right over life and 
death, a general consternation took pos-
session of them ; they covered their heads 
with ashes, and their bodies with sack-
cloth, exclaiming, 'Woe unto us, for the 
scepter has departed from Judah and the 
Messiah has not come'!" Furthermore, 
Josephus in his Antiquities, Book XX, 
Chapter 9, 1, says : 

"Festus was now dead and Albinus was but 
upon the road; so he assembled the Sanhedrin 
of Judges, and brought before them the 
brother of Jesus who was called the Christ, 
whose name was James, and some others, and 
when he had formed an accusation against 
them as breakers of the law, he delivered 
them to be stoned; but as for those who 
seemed to be the most equitple of the citi-
zens and such as were the most uneasy at 
the breach of the laws, they disliked what 
was done; they sent to the King Agrippa de-
siring to send to Ananus that he should act 
so no more, for that what he had already, 
done was not to be justified; nay some of 
them went also to meet Albinus, as he was 
upon his Journey from Alexandria and in-
formed him that it was not lawful for Ananus 
to assemble a Sanhedrin without his consent." 

THE SCEPTER DEPARTED 

And so we have undisputed proof that 
the scepter had actually departed from  

Judah just at the time when the Lord 
Jesus Christ was already upon the earth 
in the form of human flesh : and so Judah 
had actually lost the power over life and 
death. Of course the implication of this is 
far reaching, but we will not digress 
along such lines in this present discussion 
beyond calling attention to the fact that.  
the Sanhedrin had no legal power to pass 
sentence of death over the Lord Jesus 
Christ twenty-three years later. 

So politically, the Jewish nation had 
now lost its existence, and the Jews had a 
right to weep and mourn and bemoan 
their sad plight. A right only, however, 
so long as they knew not that the compen-
sating Rtiler of Gen. 49:10, "until Shiloh 
come," was already discernible on the 
horizon of God's program so long as they 
knew not that the blessed infant of Beth-
lehem had already come into the world, 
and soon was to appear before the nation 
as the Messianic Shiloh of Israel's hopes. 
So had it been promised in Micah 5:2. 

"But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though you 
be little among the thousands of Judah, yet 
out of thee shall he come forth unto me that 
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlasting." 

But Israel had no hope. Generations 
had come and gone, centuries of anguish 
had rolled on their way, prophet upon 
prophet had given forth God's revelations, 
each had buoyed up the hope of the chil-
dren of Judah with the electrifying mes-
sage "the Prince of peace is soon to 
come!" Ever and anon a charlatan would 
spring up from some wilderness and an-
nounce to the waiting throngs, "I am the 
Messiah!" Each in his turn would gain 
a following, and the poor' misled mobs, 
gullible and ignorant, would flock like 
sheep, and rally about each false Messiah, 
thinking, Now, at last has come deliver-
ance for our people!" Altogether, some 
seventy such false Messiahs inflicted them-
selves upon the Jewish nation, until the 
very word Messiah eame to be despised 
and feared. Always there was disaster in 
the end, always the gullible remained 
fooled. 

SAVAGERIES OF ANTIOCHUS 

The heroic age of the Maccabees adds 
an illustrious chapter to the annals of 
Jewish warfare. Antiochus had reeked 
havoc upon Jerusalem. The record is "Her 
sanctuary was laid waste like the wilder-
ness; her feasts were turned into mourn-
ing, her sabbaths into reproach, her honor 
into contempt." Dr. Harry A. Ironside, in 
describing those tragic days, says :— 

"Andochus and his minions knew no mercy. 
They spared neither age. sex, nor condition. 
Young and old, men and women, priest and 
people, rich and poor, suffered alike in those 

JUDAS THE HAMMER 

And then followed the spectacular rise 
the five sons of that devout priest Mat-

thias, of the house of Asmonaeus, and so 
his family were called Asmonaeans. This 
faithful priest had five sons, of whom per-
haps the most picturesque was Judas. So 
powerful and so persistent were the ex-
ploits of this Judas, that they gave him 
the name of Judas the Maccabean, which 
means, "Judas the hammer." Upon these 
Maccabeans centered and concentrated the 
most fiendish darts of satanic fury; it 
would appear as though hell itself was to 
be overturned in the devil's desperate de-
termination to destroy the Jews. The de-
liverance of God came .finally when under 
the consummate skill of Maccabean leader-
ship the great battle against the forces of 
Lysias ended in a wonderful victory for 
the Jews. The camp of the Jews was 
pitched at Mizpeh. With ashes on their 
heads and sackcloth on their bodies, they 
fell down before God in prayer and in 
confession. Eleazer, the brother of Judas 
the Hammer, read from the Holy Scrip-
tures as they fasted and humbled them-
selves before the mighty One who had 
been their help in ages past. He was their 
reliance in the liour of trial now approach-
ing. For their battle cry they took the 
words, "The help of God" and so it was 
that God gave them victory. 

WAITING FOR THE CONSOLATION 

And now the little boy was born in 
Bethlehem. Weary, sick, hopeless, enslaved 
under insufferable bondage to Rome, Is-
rael had now lost all hope of a Messiah. 
The Scepter had gone, and no Messiah had 
come. True it was that a few, a very few, 
still held on, with a hope born of sheer in- 

fearful days of vengeance. Women who at-
tempted to keep the law and circurncize their 
sons, were led publicly through the city with 
their babes at their breasts and flung bodily 
from the city walls, thus being literally broken 
to pieces. Any who were discovered observ-
ing the Sabbath day were apprehended and 
burnt alive. 

Josephus' account of those dire and sorrow-
ful times remarkably coincides with the epistle 
to the Hebrews' account of former saints' suf-
ferings. Says the Jewish historian: 'They were 
whipped with rods, and their bodies were torn 
to pieces, and they were crucified while they 
were still alive and breathed!' The apostle 
wrote of the same heroes of faith: "They were 
tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they 
Might obtain a better resurrection; and others 
had trial of cruel mockings and scrouginga 
yea moreover of bonds and imprisonment. 
They were stoned, they were sawn asunder. 
were tempted, were slain with the sword: 
they wandered about in sheepskins and goat-
skins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented (of 
whom the world was not worthy); they wan-
dered in deserts and mountains, and dens and 
caves of the earth' (Hebrews 11:35-38)." 
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domitable faith in the God of AbrahaM, 
Isaac and Jacob. These were the faithful 
remnant, only a handful it is true ; among 
them, as typifying the character of these 
faithful few, was a man,," just and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of Israel." 
That man's name was Simeon. To him it 
had been revealed by the Holy Ghost that 
he was not to see death before he had seen 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And then we may 
imagine how the tears flowed down his 
cheeks, as the joy burst out of his heart, 
when he said, "Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace according to thy 
word; for mine eyes have seen thy salva-
tion which thou has prepared before the 
face of all people." 

Others there were who likewise were 
looking forward day by day to the long 
hoped-for coming of the Messiah, Luke 
tells us, ".The people were in expectation, 
and all men mused in their hearts of John 
whether he were the Christ or not." In 
their eagerness and great anxiety of soul, 
they grasped at every faintest possibility 
of finding the Messiah, much as a drown-
ing man will grasp at a straw ; and here 
was John the Baptist, and -perhaps he 
might be the One I 

LEAPING THE CHASM OF TWO MILLENNIUMS 

But now we take a far jump, swiftly 
and rather abruptly. "We are in the twen-
tieth century, in the year 1939. What con-
sternation strikes our souls as we gaze 
upon the world today ! What havoc, what 
confusion, what perplexity, and what 
pitiful hopelessness. Once more Satan's 
hand is raised in the most desperate effort 
of fully a thousand years to destroy the 
Jews from the face of the earth. Disen-
franchisement and savage cruelties in Ger-
many, banishnient in Poland,' 'extermina-
tion in Roumania, massacres, beatings, 
shameful abuses, these are the things 
which the Jew is today facing under what-
ever sky he happens to be. Again the 
heart of the Jew cries out, "How long 0 
Lord, how long?" 

Dear Jewish reader, the Messiah who 
came 1900 years ago to this earth to die on 
Calvary's cross for your sins and my sins, 
this same Messiah is soon coming a second 
time; but when He come this second time, 
it will be for judgment, and with power, 
and with glory. At that time then will be 
great trouble for our Jewish people. God 
tells us in Micah 6 :2, 

"For the Lord bath a controversy with His 

people, and He will plead with Israel." 

Another prophecy given by God through 
Ezekiel, must strike terror to the heart of 
every earnest and right-thinking Jew who 
believes the Word of God; for it reads as 
follows : 

"r will bring you out from the nations, and 

will gather you out of the countries wherein ye 

are scattered, with a Mighty hand, and with 

a stretched out arm, and with fury poured 

out. And I will bring you into the wilderness  

of the people, and there will I plead with you 

face to face. Like as I pleaded with your fath-

ers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so 

will I plead with you, saith the Lord God. 

And I will cause you to pass under the rod. 

and I will bring you into the bond of the cove-

nant. Ezekiel 20:34, 35, 36, 37. 

"I will cause you to pass under the 
rod!" What a terrible thing to contem-
plate! When you read such words as 
these coming from God Himself, can you 
really make yourself believe that Zionism 
of itself will bring the answer to the Jew-
ish problem ? Certainly no man in his 
right mind could believe that. 

There is a way whereby you may escape 
this terrible controversy which the Lord 
has yet to wage through with His peo-
ple Israel. God has promised that any-
one who will now, in the present hour of 
grace, turn to His only begotten Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and receive through 
Him forgiveness of sins and everlasting 
life, such a one will never have to go 
through the controversy and the rod. 

If you are a true Jew, will you not now 
examine afresh the unimpeachable evi-
dences that the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
true Messiah of Israel? And will you not 
accept Him now before it is too late, and 
before our people are plunged into that 
most terrible time of punishment called 
by Jeremiah, the' time of Jacob's trouble? 
Why wait for God to force us by suffering 
to accept His only begotten Son? Why 
not do it now, and have immediate joy 
and peace? 

THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

"For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." John 
3 :16 

Brother, receive it, and believe it; 
and then you will indeed have a Merry 
Christmas. 
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