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WE JEWS 

(A dialogue prepared by Rev. Solomon Birnbaum, 
a Christian Jew, for nearly 15 years director of 
the Jewish mission course, Moody Bible Institute 
of Chicago; now associated with the American 
Board of Missions to the Jews.) 

JEW — We Jews will never believe in 
your religion because God gave us the 
Old Testament, and you have made for 
yourself a New. In the Law it is written, 
"Ye shall not add unto the word which I 
command you" (Deut. 4:2). The New 
Testament is clearly an added book. 
Therefore we can have nothing to do with 
it. 

CHRISTIAN — It is true God said, "Ye 
shall not add"—that is, you and I or any 
other human creature must not make any 
additions to His Word. But God does not 
limit Himself by these words. He con-
tinued to reveal Himself to men. You re-
member this commandment was given by 
Moses in Deuteronomy, and yet after this 
came the Prophets and the other writings 
which we all confess to be truly the Word 
of God. So then, although we are forbid-
den to add to His Word, yet God Himself 
has continued to do so, speaking first 
through Moses, then through His Holy 
Prophets and lastly through the Messiah 
in the New Testament. 

JEW — I agree with you in everything 
you said except the last words. We Jews 
should only believe in the Old Bible. We 
are even forbidden so much as to look at 
your New Testament. 

CHRISTIAN — My dear friend, who 
has a right to forbid if God has not for-
bidden? It is just because you are a Jew, 
and because you say you believe in the 
Old Bible, that you are specially com-
manded to accept the New Testament 
also. 

JEW — How do you make that out? 

CHRISTIAN — Because the New Testa-
ment or the New Covenant was promised 
to you Jews first. Read Jeremiah 31:30. 

JEW (reads) — "Behold the days 
come," saith the Lord, "that I will make 
a New Covenant with the House of Israel, 
and with the House of Judah." 

CHRISTIAN — To you then of the 
House of Judah did God promise the New 
Testament, and you Jews should have 
waited for it and accepted it when it came. 

JEW — I have never seen this prophecy 
before. I must see what the Rabbis say 
about it. 

CHRISTIAN — Please leave the Rabbis  

alone and listen to the plain meaning of 
the Word of God. 

JEW — But why do you Christians 
break the Law of the Old Testament.? You 
don't keep the Sabbath and the other 
feasts as we Jews do. 

CHRISTIAN — My dear friend, it is not 
WC that have broken the Old Covenant. 
Read what the Prophet says. God accuses 
you Jewish people for having destroyed 
it. Just read the following verse (Jere-
miah 31:32. 

JEW (reads) — "Not according to the 
Covenant that I made with their fathers 
in the day that I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt, 
WHICH MY COVENANT THEY 
BRAKE, although I was a husband unto 
them," saith the Lord. 

CHRISTIAN — So you see, just as the 
first tables of the Law were destroyed 
when Israel made the Golden Calf, so the 
Old Covenant was destroyed through the 
sins of the people. 

JEW — But the new tables of the 
Law were exactly like the old. Your New 
Testament is altogether different. 

CHRISTIAN — In the case of the tables 
of the Law God said unto Moses to make 
them exactly alike, but in this case it is 
emphatically declared at the beginning 
of the verse that the New Covenant shall 
not be like the old. "Not according to the 
Covenant," etc. 

JEW — Wherein, then, lies the differ-
ence between the two Covenants? 

CHRISTIAN — Read the next verse 
and you shall see. Jeremiah 31:33. 

JEW (reads) — "But this shall be the 
Covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel. After those days," saith the 
Lord, "I will put my law in their inward 
parts and WRITE IT IN THEIR 
HEARTS, and will be their God, and they 
shall be my people." 

CHRISTIAN — From this it is plain 
that the New Covenant will no longer 
consist in outward ceremonies which have 
been done away with, but in a true wor-
ship of the heart. And the last words of 
the following verse (v. 34) show that the 
great foundation of this New Testament 
is forgiveness of sins. "I will forgive 
their iniquity and I will remember their 
sin no more." It is, therefore, no wonder 
that we read in the New Testament, at 
the very beginning, of the Angel announc-
ing the birth and name of the Messiah, 
"And thou shalt call his name Jesus: for 
he shall save his people from their sins." 

JEWS — But how do you know that 

the New Covenant mentioned here (Jere-
miah 31 :31) means your New Testament? 
Perhaps it refers to something else, name.-
ly, the true Messiah whom we Jews are 
still expecting. 

CHRISTIAN — The question now 
evidently is: "What vas the time when 
the true Messiah should come I" 

JEW — Yes, yes, and that time, the 
greatest of our Rabbis declare is yet to 
be in the future. 

CHRISTIAN — My dear friend, you • 
again refer me to the Rabbis, but 
shouldn't we rather listen to the Word of 
God concerning this matter? In Genesis 
49 :10 we read as follows: "The sceptor 
shall not depart from Judah, nor a law-
giver from between his feet, till Shiloh 
come; and unto him shall the gathering 
of the people be." 

JEW — Oh, the prophecy about Shiloh I 
You Christians make too much of it. We 
Jews know that we needn't consider it 
at all. 

CHRISTIAN — Why not, isn't it the 
Word of God? 

JEW — Oh, no I Don't you know that 
when our father Jacob began to speak 
to his sons the Shechina (Holy Spirit) de-
parted from him and he began to talk of 
other things? 

CHRISTIAN — I have never heard of 
such a thing as this. Where do you find 
it? 

JEW — In the Bible, of coursel 

CHRISTIAN — But you can read the 
whole Bible through from beginning to 
end and you won't find a word, not even 
a hint, that the Shechina departed from 
him. 

JEW — Oh, then, Rashi moat have 
said it. But Rashi was a great man and 
knew what he said. 

CHRISTIAN — My dear friend, whom 
should we rather obey—the word of 
Rashi, your great man, or the Word of 
God I 

JEW — We Jews know that Rashi was 
a very wise and learned man, and with-
out his commentary none of us would be 
able to understand the Bible at all. 

CHRISTIAN — I don't speak against 
Rashi in other things, but in this matter 
he has certainly not helped you to under-
stand the Bible. Instead of explaining it, 
he has deliberately hidden its meaning 
and led the people astray. For the plain 
purpose of this chapter is to show us the 
time of the coming of our Messiah, but 
Rashi bids you look for other things. 
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JEW — You Christians put too much 
weight on solitary verses of the Bible. 
'e Jews don't consider this passage so 
important. There are other equally im-
portant things in the Bible. Why not talk 
about them? 

CHRISTIAN — I don't see how anyone 
reading this chapter from the beginning 
could not be impressed with its supreme 
importance. Read the first two verses, 
please. 

JEW (reads) — And Jacob called unto 
his sons and said, "Gather yourselves to-
gether that I may tell you that which 
shall befall you in the latter days. 
Gather yourselves together, and hear ye 
sons of Jacob, and hearken unto Israel 
your father." (Gen. 49:1, 2.) 

CHRISTIAN — Notice the beginning, 
"Jacob called unto his sons." It was not 
a chance meeting, but a deliberate call-
ing together for a special purpose. The 
Rabbis say that because the Third Book 
of Mosos (Leviticus) begins with the 
same word as this chapter, (and he 
called) it is the most important Book of 
the Bible, and therefore should be the 
first taught to children beginning to 
study the Law. 

Notice also the repetitions: "Gather 
yourselves together" — "gather your-
selves together;" "hear ye sons of Jacob" 
—"hearken unto Israel your father," re-
petitions which in the Bible are used for 
special emphasis. There is, therefore, a 
a special purpose in Jacob's invitation to 
his children and a special insistence upon 
their attention which only a matter of 
supreme importance could justify. 

JEW — We Jews have never been 
taught to look for anything important 
here. You may be right, but everything 
about the passage seems so dark. 

013..RISTIAN — The truth is, the whole 
Bible is a sealed book, full of unsolved 
riddles to those who reject the Messiah. 
But anyone who has only some slight idea 
of the true course of God's Revelation to 
man cannot help thinking that this is one 
of the key passages of the Bible. 

JEW — What do you mean/ I don't 
understand you. 

CHRISTIAN — Listen to this. God 
called Abraham, and there was a special 
purpose in this call. We read it in Genesis 
12:2, 3: "Thou shalt be a blessing—and 
in thee shall all families of the earth be 
blessed." That blessing Abraham passed 
on to Isaac, then when Isaac grew old 
and felt his earthly course coming to an 
end, be handed over the blessing to his 
son Jacob at that memorable supper re-
corded in Genesis 27. 

Now Jacob himself grown old and in a 
strange bind, holding the treasure of 
God's promise in his trembling hands, 
was about to pass it on to the worthiest 
ol his children. This was one of the most  

solemn acts of his life. It is' signalled by 
a special occasion. The Blessing, the Hope 
of Israel, the Promise of the Messiah, is 
the key to all the history of the Bible. 

By taking away the importance of this 
passage you take away the whole purpose 
from the life and history of our Pat-
riarchs. They become pilgrims in a desert 
without a goal, mariners upon the ocean 
without a compass. Even the Rabbis de-
clared that all the Prophets prophesied of 
nothing except the Messiah. And it is 
surprising how they could have over-
looked the supreme importance of a pas-
sage like this in the Holy Word of God. 

JEW — Where it. suits you, you bring 
the Rabbis in; where it doesn't, you re-
ject them. 

2. That he must come before the scep-
tre or kingdom of Judah departs. 

JEW — But Shiloh need not be Mes-
siah at all. There was a town in Palestine 
called Shiloh, and the holy Tabernacle 
stood there for a long time, and the peo-
ple went up to worship God there. 

CHRISTIAN — Shiloh in this passage 
is not a town, but a person. Shiloh, the 
town, is differently spelt, and then the 
pronoun that follows is masculine, "to 
Him." Towns in the Hebrew language 
are always in the feminine gender. 

JEW — But the word Shevet may 
mean tribe or sceptre. How do you trans-
late it? 

CHRISTIAN — Whatever way you 
translate it, the general meaning is the 
same. Perhaps this word is used to imply 
both ideas. It is true of both. The King-
dom and the tribe alike had departed at 
the time when the Romans came and des-
troyed Jerusalem and the Temple. At 
present no Jew knows to what tribe he 
belongs, except perhaps the tribe of Levi. 

JEW — And so you think that Shiloh 
is the Messiah? 

CHRISTIAN — Yes, I do, and in this 
the Targums (the oldest Aramaic trans-
lations of the Bible) agree, and most of 
the ancient Rabbis. 

JEW — But what has your Jesus 
Christ to do with our Messiah? 

CHRISTIAN — Why, Jesus Christ and 
Yeahua Hamushiach, or the Messiah, are 
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one and the same Person, both these 
names in Greek and Hebrew meaning the 
same thing, the Saviour, the Anointed 
One! 

JEW — So when you Christians speak 
of Christ, you mean our Messiah? 

CHRISTIAN — Most certainly. 

JEW — I didn't know that. 

CHRISTIAN — So, then, when you 
accept Christ, you accept your own Mes-
siah, you enter into your own heritage. 
You receive the Blessing which God has 
promised first. to our father Abraham, 
and through his seed to all the families 
of the earth. 
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CHRISTIAN — I agree with the Rab- 

bis, or any other teacher where they 
agree with the Word of God; but I reject 
them utterly where they so plainly go 
against it. 

JEW — What, then, is your idea with 
regard to this prophecy about Shiloh ? 

CHRISTIAN — It tells us two im-
portant things about. our Messiah : 

1. That he must be a descendant of 
Judah. 
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