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THE SYNAGOGUE of the NAZARENES 

Or 

How Can a Jew Be a Christian? 

(Adapted, by permission, from the first 
chapter of a book entitled "The Synagogue 
of the Nazarenes,"' by Myer Pearlman, a Jew 
who is a believer on the Lord Jesus Christ.) 

To end the perplexity of our reader 
at the mention of this strange synagogue, 
we hasten to explain the title of our mes-
sage. Nazarenes was a name given to the 
first Christians, because they were fol-
lowers of Jesus of Nazareth. Thus Paul 
the apostle was accused of being the 
"ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes." 
Acts 24:5. In the New Testament we have 
a letter addressed to "the twelve tribes 
which are scattered abroad," written by 
James, the Jewish leader of the Jewish 
Nazarene church of Jerusalem. In this 
letter he refers to their meeting place as 
an "assembly," which in the original 
Greek is "synagogue." 

It must be now clear to the reader that 
by "Synagogues of the Nazarenes" we 
have reference to the primitive church in 
Jerusalem. And the purpose of this mes-
sage is to carry the Jewish reader's mind 
back to the time when all Christians were 
Jews—Christians not in spite of being 
Jews, but because they were Jews, find-
ihg in Jesus the fulfillment of the Scrip-
tures and the satisfaction of their spiri-
tual aspirations. Far from constituting a 
different kind of Christian, these Hebrews 
were the most whole-hearted disciples of 
the Christ. 

HOW IT STARTED 

The "Synagogue of the Nazarenes" 
originated on the day of the feast Pente- 
cost (Schevuoth), so called because it 
came fifty days after the Passover. Ac-
cording to the rabbis this feast commemo-
rates the giving of the Law at Sinai, 
which took place fifty days after Israel's 
deliverance from Egypt. At that time 
Jehovah revealed Himself to Israel, and 
a new nation was born into the world, 
having His holy law as their national 
constitution. 

In like manner, fifty days after Messiah 
Jesus had given "his life a ransom for 
many," the presence of God descended 
upon a room where one hundred and 
twenty Jewish followers of Jesus were 
praying; the Shekinah abode upon them, 
and they spoke forth in many languages 
the wonderful works of God. On that day 
a new synagogue was born into thi, 
world, the congregation of Jesus the Mes-
siah. 

So striking were the events of that  

day, and so irrestistible the conviction 
with which Simon Bar Jona (Peter; 
preached, that three thousand Jews ac-
cepted the Crucified One as their Messiah. 
Luke the historian, a companion of Paul, 
gave a brief sketch of this community. 
"And they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine (teaching) and fellow-
ship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers 	And they, continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple, and break-
ing bread from house to house, did eat 
their meat with gladness and singleness 
of heart, praising God, and having favour 
with all the people." Acts 2:42-47. 

THESE WERE THE TRUE JEWS 

These men were Jewish to the core, ol.,-
serving Jewish national customs, venera-
ting the Jewish Scriptures, and attending 
regular prayers in the Temple. Indeed, to 
the casual observer, they might have ap-
peared to constitute a synagogue of Jew-
ish believers in Jesus. But closer investi-
gation would have revealed something 
not found in other synagogues. These men 
seemed to enjoy an awareness of the 
presence of God that brought them joy 
and peace, all of which they attributed 
to their Messiah Jesus, whose name they-
invoked as the living One. Observers in 
those days described their religion as a 
new "way" (Acts 9 :2), characterized by 
a "calling on this name (that is, of 
Jesus'). "I persecuted this way unto the 
death," testified Paul the great Apostle 
to the Gentiles, and the result of his 
campaign was the changing of Saul the 
Persecutor into Paul the Apostle. 

To this group, composed mainly of the 
common people, came later a number of 
the Pharisee party, and the sacred histo-
rian tells us "a great company of the 
priests were obedient to the faith." 

THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIAN SYNAGOGUES 

As a result of their intense and enthus-
iastic missionary activity Christian syna-
gogues were established all over Pales-
tine. By preaching, teaching, and praying 
for the sick, they labored to tell the good 
news of Messiah's coming. Many years 
later missionaries from these Jewish 
churches, in obedience to their Master's 
command to "teach all nations,'' went to 
foreign lands, and planted Gentile Con-
gregations. For the instructions of these 
Gentiles, the parent church in Jerusalem 
issued a manual of instructions, 'The 
Teaching of the Twelve Apostles." 

Indeed they judged that their mission-
ary work was all the more necessary 
because of their nation's rejection of 
Jesus—a truth suggested in their Mas-
ter's Parable of the Great Supper. Luke  

14:16-24. A certain man made a supper 
and invited many. When the time was 
fulfilled, lo, all the guests excused them-
selves, and the master of the house was 
left with a guestless banqueting hall. 
Smarting with humiliation, he acted like 
any other Oriental under the same cir-
cumstances. He commanded his servants. 
`'Clo out into the highways and hedges, 
and compel (constrain) them to come in, 
that my house may be filled." And it 
came to pass that every place was occu-
pied, and the feast did not fail of its 
purpose. Perceiving their Master's inten-
tion, these Jewish Missionaries went forth 
among the Gentiles, that the places and 
privileges declined by Israel might be ac-
cepted by men "of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation." 

Wrote Rabbi Solomon Schindler :- 

"Christianity was the first religion which 
propagated itself in a direct manner, which 
adopted an aggressive policy in place of the 
defensive attitude of Judaism; and the mar-
velous success with which its efforts were 
crowned are to a great extent due to this 
change of tactics." 

Moreover, if we inquire as to the spirit 
behind this aggressiveness, we find it 
stated in the words of Paul, "For the 
love of Christ. constraineth us." 

In spite of a certain amount of friction, 
the Jewish Christians made a deep im-
pression upon their people. The gospel 
story and other documents found their 
way even to the library of the Jewish 
educational center at Tiberias. It was in 
order to counteract this influence that 
the Rabbis first published that parody of 
the life of Jesus known as the "Toldoth 
Jeshu" ("generations of Jesus," which 
took its title from the opening words of 
Matthew's Gospel), a work that the late 
Rabbi Emil Hirsch described as "a gutter 
of filth." 

JACOB THE FIRST BISHOP 

We now proceed to get a glimpse of 
the leader of the Jerusalem church, James 
(Jacob), a kinsman of Jesus. He was in 
every respect a Jew, and in every respect 
a Christian. This man was venerated by 
even non-Christian Jews for his piety. So 
great was his love for his people that he 
was called "Kebal Am" (Mediator of the 
People). Tradition records that he was in-
the habit of entering alone in the Temple, 
and was frequently found on his knees 
begging forgiveness for the Jewish peo-
ple, so that his knees became hard like 
those of a camel in consequence. His love 
of the people is expressed in his' prophet-
like denunciation of their oppressors. 

"Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl 
for your miseries that shall come upon you. 
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Your riches are corrupted, and your gar-
ments are motheaten. Your gold and silver 
Is cankered; and the rust of them shall be 
a witness against you, and shall eat your 
flesh as it were lire. Ye have heaped treasure 
together for the last days. Behold, the hire 

..of the laborers who have reaped down your 
fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, 
crieth: and the cries of them which have 
reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord 
of Sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the 
earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished 
your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. Ye 
have condemned and killed the just; and he 
doth not resist you. Be patient therefore 
brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Be-
hold. the husbandman waiteth for the pree• 
ious fruit of the earth, and bath long 
patience for it, until he receive the early and 
latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your 
hearts: for the coming of the Lord drawetli 
night. James 5:1-8. 

He was feared by the priestly party, 
who illegally put him to death. The 
People, who loved him, were furious, and 
their outcry finally led to the high 
priest's being deposed. 

At this point, we anticipate some 
readers saying, "We can appreciate the 
personality of James, but what about 
Paul? We have read some statements to 
the effect that he was a renegade front 
his people, and that he cunningly chang-
ed the simple teachings of Jesus in order 
to make them acceptible to the Gentiles." 

Disloyalty to his people was a charge 
Paul denied in word and deed. He writes 
to.Gentile Christians: "I say then, Hath 
God cast away His people? God forbid. 
For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of 
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin." In 
answer to a Roman officer's inquiry, he 
answers, "I am a man which am a Jew." 
To a gathering of synagogue leaders he 
testified, "I have committed nothing 
against the people, or customs of our 
fathers." 

It is fairly certain that the Apostle re-
tained his synagogue membership in 
order to have the opportunity of minis-
tering to his countrymen. He states' that 
"of the Jews five times received I forty 
stripes save one." Only those under syna-
gogue jurisdiction would be subject to 
synagogue discipline. 

As for the Apostle's message, there is 
nothing in his preaching that is not a 
necessary development or deduction from 
the claims and teachings' of Jesus. It was 
Paul's mission, under God, to present 
Jesus as the Saviour of all peoples, and to 
take the necessary steps to make His re-
ligion truly universal. This he accomp-
lished by unfolding what was already 
enfolded in the message of Jesus. The 
practical aim of his teaching was to bring 
men into a living union with the Re-
deemer, resulting in a translation of 
God's law into life and personality. 

RULERS OUT OF THE HOUSE OF DAVID 

Until the year A. D. 110 the Jerusalem 
church was governed by relatives of 
Jesus, who were of the house of David. 
The earthly kingdom of the great Son of 

David were members of that royal house. 
Their Davidic descent often subjected 
them to suspicion on the part of the Ro-
mans, who feared a Messianic insurrec-
tion led by a survivor of that kingly 
family. In the third persecution of Chris-
tians under Trajan the Roman emperor, 
Simon, son of Cleophas, a cousin of Jesus, 
was accused as a Christian and a descen-
dant of David, and was crucified. Writes 
Hegesippus, a Jewish Christian historian 
of the second century: "After he was 
tormented many days, he died a martyr 
with such firmness that all were amazed, 
even the proconsul (Atticus) himselt, 
that a man of a hundred and twenty 
years should bear such tortures." 

Jew and Christian finally parted. But 
in the course of time the Jewish Christ-
ians. separated from those of their breth-
ren who rejected their Messiah. When 
the RomanS approached Jerusalem in 
A. D. 68 to quench the rebellion there, 
the Jewish Christians, in obedience to the 
warning which the Lord Jesus Christ had 
given them while he was yet in the 
flesh among them. (Luke 21:20, 21), fled 
beyond the Jordan to a city called 
Pella. For they sincerely believed that 
the Holy City was under the judgment 
of God. From this city they watched the 
flames ascending from the doomed city 
and Temple. 

Such epithets as "apostates," "trait-
ors," have been hurled at them. But they 
were in good company. Like Jeremiah 
the prophet (Jer. 26:1-15; 38:1-6), these 
Jewish Christians were confronted with 
the difficulty of choosing between God 
and patriotism; and like Jeremiah they 
chose God and suffered the consequences. 
Their lot became harder when in A. D. 
135 they refused for the same reason to 
join-the standard of Bar-Chochba, a Mess 
sianic pretender, whose futile rebellion 
was quenched in blood. 

How much unnecessary suffering would 
have been spared the Jewish people had 
they heeded the warning of the Messiah 
from Nazareth, "All they that take the 
sword shall perish with the sword." 

At the risk of being tedious we have 
given this sketch of the primitive church, 
so that should one ask, "How can a Jevt 
be a Christian?" he can get his answer 
by looking back to the mother-church of 
all Christian churches, a church in which 
at one time all Christians were Jews. 
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TRACTS FOR OUR READERS 

If you are seeking the truth, and have"' 1 
difficulties in understanding such ques-
tions as the Trinity, the virgin birth of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and many other ..,.1'  
such questions, we have prepared a com-
prehensive series of tracts, that every Jew 
may read and easily understand. The list 
of tracts is as follows with price against 
each tract:— 
Behold a Virgin (Yiddish-English parallel) ... $.05 
To Both the Houses of Israel 

(Yiddish-English parallel) 	  .05 
Cain and Abel (Yiddish-English parallel) 	 .05 
The Dialogue (Yiddish-English parallel) 	 .05 
What is His Name? (Yiddish-English parallel) • .05 
The Voice that Crieth (Yiddish-English 
	  .o? 

The.  Apieasrsailalehl)Shall Be Cut Off (Yiddish only) 	 .05 
The Holy Days (Yiddish only) 	  .05 
I Daniel Understood by Books (English only) 	 .05 
What is a Christian? (English or Yiddish) 	 .02 
Was Abraham a Jew? (English or Yiddish) 	 .02 
Son, Rernerntier (English or Yiddish) 	 .02 
How Many Times Have You Been Born? 

(English or Yiddish) 	  .02.  
Do Christians Worship Three Gods? 

(English or Yiddish) 	  .05 
Don't Go to Jerusalem (English only) 	 .02 
A Modern Jew Looks at Jesus (English only) .01' 
Doctoring a Doctor (English only) 	 .02 
An Open Letter to a Rabbi (English only) 	 .05 
Thirty-Three Prophecies Fulfilled in One Day 

(English only) 	  .05 
An Astonishing Yom Kippur Prayer 

(English only) 	 • .05 

If you cannot afford to pay the price 
marked for any tract that you wish, just 
say so in your letter and we will send.it. 
to you without cost. 
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