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DEBUNKING 
AN ANCIENT PREJUDICE 
By Prof. SOLOMON BIRNBAUM 

Proving that the sign of the Cross or the 
Tselem was prefigured in the Old Testament 
and is part of the ceremonial of the Jewish 
Synagogue. 

Before we proceed let me hasten to ex-
plain that. this is not a scheme to persuade 
Jews to throw away their own religion 
and instead bow down to the Tselem. The 
Cross is not an idol to be worshipped, nor 
a luck charm to be carried around, but. 
merely the sign of the Messiah ; and as 
such, as is known to all, it is the symbol 
of faith, hope, and love; of kindness, 
compassion and sacrifice. Let us therefore 
for a moment forget, if we can, the trage-
dies which have been inflicted upon us, 
mistakenly, in its name, and remind our-
selves instead of the mercies' and deliver-
ances that have come our way by the 
hand of God, whenever its presence in 
our history appeared. 

Immediately, however, we hear the 
mention of the Cross, the specter of fear 
and dislike rises before our minds. We 
have come to regard it as something alien 
and hostile Jews and Judaism and which 
we from childhood have been taught to 
avoid and to scorn. 

The reason for our dislike of it is not. 
far to seek. We point to the Gentiles. 
Their fondness for the symbol of the 
cross, and their fondess for hunting and 
tormenting us Jews seems to go hand in 
hand. And we argue : Because they be-
lieve in that sign therefore they delight. 
in tormenting us. Consequently it. must. 
be, we suppose, at the root of all our 
troubles, and therefore we Jews out of 
loyalty to our people must have nothing 
to do with it. But. yet we ourselves, 
though unconsciously, have from time 
immemorial accorded it high honor. This 
is nothing surprising. We the children of 
our Fathers and of the Prophets—it is 
impossible that we should have gone to 
such lengths in the denial of our origin, 
as to utterly despise that. which God has 
honored. Prophecy is written in our be-
ing, and we cannot root it out. There were 
prophets in Israel, even when they were 
unwilling to obey the spirit of prophecy. 
In the world that God has created, the 
spirit of God broods, even though there 
be darkness upon the face of the deep. 
And, moreover, we cannot deny that the 
cross has actually become the symbol of 
love and healing to multitudes in this 
world of unspeakable hatred and war-
fare. 

Now what is .actually the meaning of 
the word Tselem? The answer is found 
in the Bible itself. Iii the book of  

Genesis, chapter 1, verse 26, we are in-
formed that. man was created in the Tse-
lem (image) of God. Man, that is, is not 
himself the Image, but he is merely 
created in the Tselem, which is in God, 
and which is the pattern of man. Strange, 
is it not, that the Bible should teach that 
God has a Tselem! But it actually does. 
According to the Scriptures, the Tselem is 
that. part within the Godhead which is 
visible to the human eye and which at 
times has been revealed to man. True, 
some of our Jewish rabbis and leaders 
are horrified at such an idea. To them 
this • is nothing short of blasphemy. But 
we may safely leave it to the Bible to de-
cide which is of God and which is blas-
phemy. 

We might therefore properly conclude 
that whenever mention is made of "the 
Tselem" without further qualifications it 
stands for nothing else but the Tselem 
Elohim, or the image of God; as when we 
say "Lord" without further qualifying 
that word, we in like manner address no 
one but Him who made the heavens and 
the earth. 

Tselem therefore is a sacred word. It 
belongs to the holy vocabulary symboliz-
ing heavenly realities and deep mysteries 
of the Godhead. 

IN THE DOORWAY OF JEWISH HOMES 

As in the first chapter of the Bible so in 
a number of other places in the Scrip-
tures, the symbol of the Messiah is fore-
shadowed and typified and accorded a 
place of great honor. And whenever its 
form appears it radiates holy compassion, 
forgiveness and Succor for all that. are 
in need. Moreover, because 'of His peculiar 
love for His people, God as it were took 
them by the hands, as a father guides the 
hands of His little children, and taught 
them to • trace it in their homes and in 
their hearts upon the occasions of their 
tenderest memorials. 

In the chapter of the Redemption of 
Israel from Egypt, Exod. 12:22, God 
said : "And ye shall take a bundle of 
hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in 
the bason and strike the lintel and the 
two side posts with the blood that is in 
the bason".... 

Let us for a moment visualize this pic-
ture: The blood upon the lintel above, 
and the blood on the right side, and the 
blood on the left side of the door. . . . 

It is as if Jesus Himself had come down 
and had taken His place in the doorway 
of the House of Israel in Egypt—in the 
same position as He hung upon the cross 
with His arms outstretched—There we see 
exactly the same picture: The spot. where 
the sacred head, made bloody by the 
crown of thorns, touched the lintel of the  

door, there is one bloody stain; where His 
right hand, pierced through by the cruel 
nail, touched the right door post, there 
another bloody stain; and again, where 
His left hand touched the left door post, 
another bloody stain....And it is as if 
He Himself was verily standing there 
guarding Israel against the angel of 
death, interposing His own body in the 
doorway and stretching out. protecting 
arms' against the avenger and saying: 
"No, no, you cannot enter here, I put my 
seal and my signature upon this home—
my own blood—I have bought them, they 
are mine!" And the angel of death thre-
fore must needs pass by—as it is written 
—"When I shall see the blood I shall 
pass over them." (Exod. 12:13). 

That is indeed why the feast we are 
celebrating at present. is called: The 
Passover. 

ANOTHER PICTURE 

Upon a hill in the "Great and Terrible 
Wilderness," amid a scene of furious bat-
tle that picture once more appeared. And 
again it was constructed .not of wood or 
stone but of the body and arms of God's 
beloved and faithful servant. 
A desperate battle was in progress in the 

valley between Israel and their treach-
erous enemy, Amalek. The two adversar-
ies seemed equally matched in numbers, 
equal in valor, and in the consciousness 
that this battle in the valley was deciding 
their history for all the future. Indeed 
there was no future for Israel, defeated 
in the wilderness, by such an enemy as 
Amalek ! 

But there upon the hill in view of the 
battlefield appeared the sign of the Mes-
siah ; and that sent new courage and new 
strength into the weary bodies of the em-
battled soldiers of Israel; enabling them 
to fight on till they finally succeeded in de-
feating their cruel adversary. It was 
Moses, their leader, who stood upon the 
hill in view of all with his arms out-
stretched, one to the right, one to the left, 
in the form of a cross, praying for his 
people. The Scriptures mysteriously hint 
upon the fact, that it was not merely the 
prayer, but the position of the arms of 
Moses, which was potent before God and 
in the sight of men. Thus when his arms 
became weak and sank down, Amalek 
prevailed, when they were lifted up Israel 
prevailed. Therefore Aaron and Hur came 
to his side and upheld them so that. they 
remained outstretched till the battle was 
ended. Exod 17 :12 

THE MARK UPON THE FOREHEAD 

This mysterious symbol therefore ac-
cording to the Scriptures, had saving sig-
nificance. We have a further instance of 
it in the Book of the Prophet. Ezekiel, 
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There it is spoken of as the "mark" upon 
the foreheads of those who are on God's 
side, who are appointed unto life, and 
who are to escape the stroke of judgment. 
The story, as found in the 9th chapter of 
that book, is as follows: 

"And the Lord said (to one of the angels) 
*Go through the midst of that city (Jeru-
salem and set a mark upon the foreheads 
of the men that sigh and that cry for all 
the abominations that be done in the midst 
thereof.' And (to other angels) he said 	 
Go through the city after him and smite, let 
not your eye spare whether young or old. 
man or woman, but come not near any man 
upon whom is the mark 	 

The Hebrew word for "mark" is Tauv, 
which is the name of the last letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet. What kind of mark 
was it? What was its shape? The ancient 
form of this letter shows that it was in 
the shape of the cross! (see any table of 
alphabets where the letters of the different 
languages at the different periods are 
compared) Thus as in the story of the 
Exodus, so here, this sign is represented 
as the safeguard and protection of the 
Chosen People. The prophet namely tells 
us that those who were possessed of that 
mark were safe from destruction. 

IN THE JEWISH FEASTS AND FASTS 

Not only in the Bible but also in some 
of the solemn occasions of Jewish life, 
since the days of the Bible, we also see 
the symbol of the Messiah. 

On the feast of Tabernacles the Lulav 
or the Palm Branch forms an important 
feature in its celebrations. Though the 
Palm Branch itself is mentioned in the 
Bible—yet the ceremonies connected with 
it and practiced to this day are merely 
according to tradition. 

And this is what is done with the Lu-
lav: At Prayer, before the sacred ark 
containing the scroll of the Law, it is 
waved first to the right, then to the left, 
then it is lifted up and waved upward, 
and finally it is lowered and waved again 
—through all these acts tracing and des-
cribing the figure of the cross. 

EVEN ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT 

And this is very remarkable and sur-
prising. .We read about it in the Jewish 
Prayer Book for the Yom Kippur or the 
Day of Atonement service. At the climax 
of that service, just before Ne 'elah, the 
most solemn moment in the day's de-
votions, the High priest, we are informed, 
while sprinkling the blood upon the 
mercy seat "particularly endeavored" to 
sprinkle the blood not upward nor down-
ward but in the manner of a "Matzlif." 

This strange word "Matzlif" does not 
occur anywhere in Rabbinical literature, 
except in this solitary place in the prayer 
book, and seems to have been specially 
coined for this occasion. What does it 
mean? The word as it stands is actually 
meaningless. "Matzlif" with the "f" as 
the final letter is unknown in the Hebrew 
language, but that "f" was substituted  

for another letter, the letter "v": the 
original form of the word being "Matz 
liv," instead of "Matzlif." Having thus 
restored the word to its original form, it 
is easy to guess where it comes from. It. 
is derived from the Hebrew nominal. root 
Tslov which means "cross." Thus the 
High priest in the Temple in the act of 
sprinkling the blood for the atonement 
of the people was "particulary anxious" 
to trace with the blood of the sacrifice the 
figure of the cross upon the mercy seat ! 

The reason for the change of "Matzlif" 
from "Matzliy" can easily be imagined : 
if the original form of a word had been 
retained, it was feared that many of the 
orthodox worshippers might have pene-
trated into the real import.  of the mean-
ing of the word and might have been 
drawn away to the cross of Jesus Christ. 
In order to prevent such a calamity this 
change in the final letter was affected! 

But why try to deceive oneself ? Why 
treat God as an enemy? We cannot run 
away from God, and it is foolish to try 
to do so. Because running away from God 
means running away from life, from heal-
ing, from salvation. If indeed it is God 
pointing to the Messiah, why not go to 
Him and receive Him? Are we afraid of 
the One whom our Father in Heaven sent 
to bless us? Maybe this is verily God's 
finger showing to us the way we should 
go—directing our path to Him Who was 
wounded for our transgressions, crushed 
through our iniquities — and through 
whose stripes we are healed. — Isaiah 53. 

Thus, the cross has been brought be-
fore our attention many times and in 
many forms in the course of our history; 
no doubt for the reason that when some 
day we shall come face to face with the 
Lord Jesus we should recognize Him and 
obtain salvation through His name: the 
cross and His wounds being the chief 
marks of His Messiahship. As it is written 
in the prophet Zechariah 12:10, "I will 
pour upon the house of David, and upon 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit. 
of grace and supplication and they shall 
look unto me whom . they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn • for-  him as one 
mourneth for the only son." 

Then shall we rejoice in Him whose 
sign has been beckoning to us all those 
years! His sign shall become our sign. It 
will be to us the sign of love and of 
mercy and of eternal victory! 

And then also.  we shall be able to echo 
the boundless joy and enthusiasm of a 
fellow Jew of ours, Paul by name, when 
he wrote: God forbid that I should glory 
save in the cross of our Lora Jesus 
Christ! Gal. 6 :14. The cross is also the 
place of reconciliation through which 
peace is preached to all men, whether Jew 
or Gentile. 

Let us accept Jesus and Him crucified 
as a sacrifice upon the Cross of Calvary. 
He is the only name and His is the only 
Korban which is given to man whereby 
we must be saved. 
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