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THE PRICE OF NOT BEING A JEW- 
By SOLOMON . IE9RNBAUM 

Our people often complain about the 
high price that is being exacted of them 
for being Jews. "Look at us", they say, 
"are we not terribly persecuted? Is it 
possible to pay a heavier price for the 
cause of Judaism I" 

But this complaint is unjustified. Jews 
never had to pay a price for being Jews. 
Just the contrary. They have always 
been well rewarded for it, provided they 

I were truly such. We were never the losers 
in that transaction, but always the 
gainers. 

We suffer not because we are Jews, but 
because of sin; because we have departed 
from Judaism:—from the way which God 
had set before our people to walk in. 

The word "Jew is not merely a term 
*denoting racial lineage. It stands for a 
\definite religious and moral standard, for 

1 

	

	definite attitude of faith and loyalty 
' to God, to His laws, and His promises. 

Our history tells us that our misfortunes 
• date exactly from the time when we de- 

parted from it and substituted. 	for it a 
_Judaism entirely foreign to the Bible. 
Only since then did we begin to pay the 
price. 

And this is what we ourselves many a 
time confess before God in our prayers: 
"Because of our sins have we been driven 
out of our land ankhave been thrust far 
rom our soil . . . 	he only way then for 

EMOVING THE HAND OF PUNISHMENT 

rom our heads and exchanging it into a 
hand of blessings is to turn back to God 
and to the standard which. He has• or-
dained: 

"Come now, let us reason together, saith the 
Lord: Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If 
ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the 
good of the land; but if ye refuse and rebel, 
ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken it." Is. 1.18-20 

"But is this not taking an exceedingly 
harsh view of the situation?" one might 
ask. "Modern scholars have come to a 
different conclusion. They have discover-
ed that the cause of our persecution is 
that our Judaism makes us different from 
bur neighbors; and since society resents 
differentism, it naturally reacts against it 
in the form of persecution. However, to be 
different is no sin; it is just the price of 
Jewishness." 

To this we can only reply that this is 
not the Bible point of view, and not the 
only point in which some scholars flout 
the Bible. The false prophets have always 
been at loggerheads with the prophets of 
God. Needless to say, those false prophets 
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ner represented true Judaism, al hou 
at/times they nosed themselves to 
' sitio • ying exclusive claim to 

ain we hear someone 
"Our orthodox Rabbis honestly a 
cerely 

ENDEAVORED TO PRESERVE JUD ISM 

and that is why they made all thos rules 
and regulations for us to follow. ithout 
them we Jews would have long a o dis-
appeared among the Gentiles, an there 
would have been no trace left of us in the 
world at the present time. The ,fences 
which they raised up around the Laiw and 
the Jewish people served a very un rtant 
and useful purpose." 

To this the answer is: Our abbis 
•should never have worried about aking 
fences in order to preserve the Jew . God 
long before had pledged His word to do 
so. Israel would have remained a ation 
even without the rabbis' help. Th only 
thing God required of His people as to 
endeavor to understand His will d to 
obey Him. As it is clearly shown n the 
following: 

"Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun 
for a light by day, and the ordinances of the 
moon and of the stars for a light by night 
. . . If those ordinances depart from me, 
saith the Lord then the seed of Israeli shall 
also cease from being a nation before me 
forever. Thus saith the Lord; If heavenAbove 
can be measured and the foundation pf the 
earth searched out beneath, I will else coat 
off all the seed of Israel for all that they 
have done, saith the Lord." Jerem. 31:35-37 

The survival of Israel among t i e Gen-
tiles, therefore, did not depend u on the 
rabbis, but it was the Lord's doin ! 

But would the Gentiles have tre ted us 
better or would they have respe ted us 
more had we been, what you ca i , true 
Jews ? 

Most assuredly they would! In f ct 

THE GENTILE ATTITUDE 

was' to indicate .to us, Jews, and to act s 
a test to reveal Which kind of Judaism was 
genuine, and not our own estimation: 
"Behold", said Moses, "I have taught you 
statutes and judgments, even as' the Lord 
my God commanded me, . . . Keep there-
fore and do them; for this is your wisdom 
and your understanding in the sight of 
the nations (literally, before the eyes of 
the Gentiles) which shall hear all these 
statutes and say, Surely this great nation 
is a wise and understanding people!" 

The test here is: Not wisdom and un-: 
derstanding in your own eyes but "in the 
eyes of the goyim—the Gentiles." It is' 
not for us to say, "Vos waist a goy" 
(what does a Gentile know?) but rather 
we should be on the alert and watch our-
selves that we may not make the name 

.114- 
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of God a reproach among thi Gentiles. . 
o his writeinet a Jewish 

entleman who appeared to be 
THE LAST WORD IN ORTHODOXY 

Everything about him was meticulously 
according to the specifications and rules 
of the rabbis. His hat, his peyoth (side 
curls), his beard, his kaftan (long coat) 
with the girdle etc. bore all the earmarks 
of synagogue piety. His shtreymel (head 
gear) was a marvel of orthodoxy. It had 
exactly thirteen points of tufts of fur 
around the rim, each tuft to symbolize 
one of the thirteen articles of the Jewish . 
Faith. Altogether the shtreymel was so 
large, we had never seen the like of it 
before. The people who passed by on the 
street stared at that man in astonish-
ment, shaking their heads. 

Now we do not wish at all to be hyper-
critical or to make sport of the orthodox 
Jewish fathers, but let me ask any intel-
ligent Jew : Is this the sort of Judaism 
which the Bible advocates? Is this "your 
wisdom and understanding in the sight of 
the Gentiles," so that the Gentiles watch-
ing us might exclaim, "Surely this great 
nations is a wise and understanding peo-
ple?" Intelligent Jews with one consent 
cry : "No! The more orthodox we are ac-
cording to this fashion, the more ridic-
ulous we make ourselves in the sight of 
the Gentiles; away therefore with such 
orthodoxy 1" 

"What do you really want?" someone 
might again ask. "You say that orthodox 
Judaism is nogood, that Reform Juda-
ism is no good,lhen 

WHAT, KIND OF JUDAISM 

is the'proper one? Do you mean to say 
that we should go back to the days of 
Moses and reestablish the priesthood and 
the sacrifices? But how can we? We have 
no Temple 	these• 	days; we are in 

olus I 
No, my dear rien s, we need not turn 

back to the priest and the sacrifice in 
order to become true Jews. As in the 
olden days, to be a Jew meant to obey 
the words of Moses, God's appointed 
leader of Israel for that age; so for the 
present age the God appointed leader of 
His people is "the Prophet like unto 
Moses," and they who obey Him are the 
true Jews at this present time. Here is 
what Moses himself says about this 
matter: 

"And the Lord said unto me (Moses) . . . I 
will raise them up a prophet from among 
their brethren, like unto thee, and will put 
my words in his mouth and he shall speak 
unto them all that I shall command him. 
And it shall come to pass that whosoever will 
not hearken unto my words which he shall 
speak in my name, I will require it of him." 
Deut. 18:17-19 
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"That is all very well in theory. But 
who is this prophet like unto Moses? Is he 
here? Don't you think I would be glad to 
know hins.,and to follow him?" 

~19OW CAN I RECOGNIZE HIM? 

/5 Alt=c414N 3F3u$01---- 
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) ures of the teachings f Jesus! The teach-
ings of the Lord Jesus, therefore are found 
to be more excellent, more sublime and 
more original than any other teachings, 
surpassing even the Law of Moses and the 
words of the prophets! 

And now we have arrived at the follow-
ing inevitable conclusion : If the code of 
Moses is the word which God has put 
into their mouth, how much more divinely 
inspired are the words of Jesus which 
a c c opd in g - to th Crattmony,- are more 
ce lent, more sublime—unparalleled? 

Jesus,--therefore, is the Prophet like unto 
Moses, who is set forth by God before 
Israel in our present day to follow ! He N 
who follows and obeys Him is the true 
Jew. -- To such as follow Him He is 
found to be 
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ilAwc....14eaKik God has not left us 
without the means whereby we might 
recognize him. One of the tests which He 
put at our disposal is: The words which 
this prophet shall speak. If we can find 
one claiming our allegiance today, of 
whom it can truly be said that the words 
which he spoke were not his own but ac-
tually the words which "God put into 
his mouth," then he is that prophet, and 
he it is who has the right to our obed-
ience. 

"Is there such a man for our day? 
That is all I want to k e ow !" 

A--"mir--eactilmWs 	famous Jewish 
sehol 

R. JOSEPH KLAUSNER 

at.,42e--1:1-e4revr:45.nivereityy- of Jerusalem 
published a book in the closing paragraph 
of which he makes the following state-
ment: 

"In his ethical code there is a sublim-
ity, distinctiveness and originality in 
form unparalleled in any other Hebrew 
ethical code; neither is there any parallel 
to the remarkable art of his parables." 

Exidently Dr. Klausner has reference 
to both a very famous personality and to 
a very famous code of law. And we might 
ask, first : 

WHO IS THE PERSONALITY 

he speaks of? Is it Moses, or Isaiah, or 
Rabbi Akiba, or Maimonides, or perhaps 
Buddha or Confucius or Mohammed? 
No, he does not refer to any of these, or 
to any great rabbi of the Talmud. Of 
whom then does he speak? The Title of 
the book tells us of whom he speaks, it is: 
Jesus of Nazareth! To Him and to no 
other does he pay such glorious tribute! 

And we again ask: 
OF WHAT KIND OF CODE 

does this Jewish scholar speak? Does he 
speak of the Law of Moses, of the Books 
of the Prophets, of the Talmud, the code 
of Hammurabi or any other Rabbinical or 
pagan code of law ancient or modern? No, 
the code to which Dr. Klausner refers is 
none other than the book called the New 
Testament in which are found the trees- 
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MORE THAN A PROPHET: 

verily the Messiah, the Son of God, full 
of grace and truth! They also no longer 
need external proofs to the Divine inspir-
ation of the words of Jesus. His own testi-
mony is enough; and He said: "My teach-
ing is not mine but his that sent me. If 
any man willeth to do His will, he shall 
know of the teaching whether it be of 
God; or whether I speak from myself." 
John 7:16,17 

Jews like these who follow Him have no 
price to pay for their Judaism. But 'rather 
they are rewarded with God's greatest 
blessings : the gift of eternal life, of for-
giveness of sin, and of all the riches of 
His glorious grp./. 

ter, Way not cast aside all pre-
judice and become a true Jew and accept 
your Messiah Who is the Prophet like unto 
Moses? We Jews have so many walls 
built around ourselves which separte 
us from Him; and yet He always has His 
hands stretched out to us in tenderness 
and compassion, saying, "Come unto me 
. . . and I will give you rest." 

• 

A JEWISH NEWSPAPER MAN 

BECOMES A CHILD OF GOD 

My name is Benjamin Levine. I was 
born in Brooklyn, N. Y., in 1908. I had a 
fair education, having gone to college for 
two years. 

When I was a child, I went to Hebrew 
school and was taught the things all 
Jewish boys are taught. up until the time 
of my Bar-Mitzva that is the age of 12). 
One of the things told me by my rabbi 
was that the Messiah was to come from 
among the Jews, from the tribe of Judah, 
and that after His coming the tribe of 
Judah would become extinct. 

My mother used to take me to the meet-
ings held in Beth Sar Shalom. There I 
heard that the Messiah who was promised 
to us had already come. I could not un-
derstand what was meant at the time be-
cause they told of Jesus being the Mes-
siah. It did not seem right to me. I was 
still fresh from the Hebrew school, and I 
was very much prejudiced against the 
name of Jesus. 
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Soon I stopped going to the Mission 
and obtained what I thought was a fine 
job. I became a newspaper man, going 
places and seeing things. I thereupon 
neglected everything but my own physical 
welfare to which I devoted all my ener-
gies. I became so proud of my work and 
the things that I did that I looked upon 
my old associates and friends with con-
tempt. But suddenly I found myself wi_th-
out a job and knowing no other business 
except that of a newspaper man, there 
was nothing else that I could do. 

A short time afterwards I met some 
people whom I used to know from the 
former days, and they asked me why I 
stopped coming to Beth Sar Shalom. I 
was invited to attend Bible studies which 
were being given for young people. 

The biggest event in my life occurred 
when I started these studies, because it 
was through them that I found out that 
Jesus is the Christ,- the Son of God and 
my own personal Saviour. 

I thank God every day that in His 
mercy He saw fit to give me, an unclean 
sinner, life everlasting through the blood 
shed by His Son on the tree of Calvary. 
Since Jesus came into my heart, I seem 
to myself to be so different from what I 
used to be that I hardly recognize myself 
as 111e same person. Since I have been 
saved, I find myself content; I do not fear 
the future, and I can go about my daily 
task in the knowledge that when my way 
here is ended I have a home in heaven. 
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