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THE FIRST 'MORROW' 

This is the answer it gives. We find it 
in the ::8th chapter of the gospel accord-
ing to Matthew. 

"Now late on the sabbath day as it began 
to dawn toward the first day of the week 
(that is The morrow after the Sabbath of the 
Passover) . . . and behold, there was a great 
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descend-
ed from heaven and came (to the tomb) and 
rolled away the stone and sat upon it . . 
and the angel answered and said. Fear not 
ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus which bath 
been crucified. He is not here; for He is risen 
even as He said. Come, and see the place 
where the Lord lay." Mt. 28:1-2. 

This then is the astounding event that 
took place on the morrow of this sabbath: 
the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ! 
It was an event which marks a new day 
in human history—a day when a new 
hope, a new assurance was born into the 
world—liberating men from the fear and 
slavery of death and putting into their 
hearts the certainty of eternal life. No 
wonder that this day was singled out as 
the beginning of a new count of days. 
.No wonder that this story has become the 
central event in the world's history, so 
that from it all the days and the years 
before and after are being counted ! 

THE SECOND 'MORROW' 

The Resurrection of the Messiah was on 
the first morrow. But the event on the 
second morrow was equally important, 
equally stirring and epoch-making in the 
history of the world. We read about it 
in the second chapter of the 5th book of 
the New Testament called the Acts of the 
Apostles. 

"And when the day of Pentecost was now 
come, they (the disciples) were all together 
in one place. And suddenly there came from 
heaven,a sound as of the rushing of a mighty 
wind, and it filled all the house where they 
were sitting: And there appeared unto them 
tongues parting asunder like as of fire; and 
it sat upon each one of them, and they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance." 	Acts 2:1-4 

It was the disciples of Jesus Christ who 
were gathered together in Jerusalem on 
that day ! Till then they were silent, count-
ing the days like the rest of their fellow 
Jews till the Pentecost (50 days) would 
be fulfilled. Few people in Jerusalem or 
in the world knew anything about these 
disciples, or about their message. But on 
that day, "the morrow after the seventh 
sabbath," they were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and then they burst forth from the 
chamber in which they were hidden and 
became the flaming messengers of God to 
the ends of the world! 

THE SECRET REVEALED! 

In these two events, the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and the Outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit upon the disciples of Jesus  

Christ, the Sephira, the counting gf th 
days between Passover and. Pentecost 
commanded by Moses in the book of Levi 
ticus, was fulfilled! They give us th 
answer to the question why God corn 
manded His people Israel to count thes 
days, and why their counting was to b 
observed with peculiar care. These fift; 
days are laden with the most importan 
and the most epoch-making events in a] 
history I Their influence upon the tours 
of human life is more vital and more fat 
reaching than all the wars and battles tha 
have been fought from the dawn of hi( 
tory to this day. All the Prophets in th 
Old Testament, and all the services an 
the symbols and the types found in th 
Law and in the Prophets, pointed to th 
Person of the Messiah and the days o 
the Messiah. It was the place they had i 
the story of the Messiah which gave thel 
their importance. He who finds the Me: 
siah finds the fulfillment of all that Mos( 
and the Prophets did speak. Let us then 
fore not be afraid that we shall be di 
loyal to the Faith of our Fathers by ai 
cepting Jesus Christ as our Messiah; o 
the contrary, by this act we shall be hot 
oring God, and enter upon our peculit 
and holy heritage promised to us by Ge 
through our Fathers and the Prophets ( 
Israel. 

"Ye are the children of the prophets," said 
the Apostle Peter to the assembled Jews in 
Jerusalem. "and of the covenant which God 
made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, 
And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the 
earth be blessed. Unto you first God having 
raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless 
you in turning away everyone of you from his 
iniquities." 	Acts 3.25-26. 

PEACE IN A WORLD OF WAR 
By SOLOMON BIRNBAUM 

The world is deeply shocked by ti 
things that are happening these da3 
across the Atlantic. And the question in 
peratively presses itself upon our mind 
Why does God permit these things? Somi 
how we feel that by unburdening ow 
selves in this question about God we wi 
also find a long-sought answer to a ver 
deep and vital need of our own soul. 

Having asked this question, where sha 
we now go for the answer? This bein 
such a vital, such an urgent question : 
appears to us futile to seek for an answE 
from any but a superhuman, a Dinh] 
source. We, therefore, are driven to th 
Bible—which alone speaks with an al 
thority and a wisdom which is above th 
human ken. 

And as we look through the pages ( 
the Bible we find the things that are hal 
pening today need not appal us. The 
have been clearly foretold therein. Jest 
said: 

WILL THEY EVER STOP COUNTING? 

(or, The Secret of the Sephira) 
By SOLOMON BIRNBAUM 

For 30 centuries or more we have been 
counting,—counting the days between 
Passover and Pentecost! Generation after 
generation of our people have been 
gathering in their places of worship dur-
ing the season between these two feasts 
and have been counting these days with 
impressive ceremony. According to ortho-
dox custom it is a special Mitzvah (an 
occasion for obtaining merit) to be 
present at this act of counting or, as it is 
called, "the Sephira." 

Why do we do that? And how long are 
we going to do it/ In answer to these 
questions we are referred to a command-
ment of the Torah in Leviticus 23 :15 
which reads: 

"And ye shall count unto you (in Hebrew 
'Vessopharta') from the morrow after the 
sabbath (of the Passover), from the day that;  
ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; 
seven sabbaths shall there be complete: even 
unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath 
shall ye number 50 days (Pentecost); and ye 
shall offer a new meat offering unto the 

Lord." 

And we are told that this is the reason 
, why year after year, for more than 3000 

years, this counting or Sephira has been 
observed. But, this does not explain the 
meaning and the purpose of this cere-
mony. Why was this command? What is 
the significance of these days between the 
morrow of the Passover, and the morrow, 
the day of Pentecost which are thus 
being counted? 

THE REASON FOR THIS ARITHMETIC 

Jewish orthodoxy does not allow such 
questions'. "We must not ask, but do!" 
the rabbis commanded. "A good Jew 
must do what he is told and not ask the 
why and wherefores of it." 

Yet the Torah itself encourages ques-
tions; and the teachers are bidden to 
answer them patiently and sympathetic-
ally. In Deuteronomy 32:7 we read: 

". . . ask thy father, and he will skew thee; 
thy elders, and they will tell thee." 

At last I found the answer to these 

1.4 one of its distinguished rabbis, but from 

questions! But they did not come from the 
Jewish synagogue nor from the mouth of 

a little book called "The New Testa-
ment," which contains the answer not 
only to these but also to many other ques-
tions of Judaism. And there it is revealed 
why these "morrows" of the two sab-
baths, 50 days apart, are so precious in 
the sight of God and so important for the 
children of men ! 

Why then did this counting begin from 
the first "morrow?" 
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"Ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: 
see that ye be not troubled: for all these 
things must come to pass." Matthew 24.6. 

ACCOUNTS MUST BE SETTLED! 

The Bible tells us that the calamities that 
have befallen this world in our day are 
just the outworkings of an old God-or-
dained law, which is: that the sins of 
greed and selfishness, of disobedience to 
the laws of God and of nature will sooner 
or later create conditions which inevit-
ably must bring disaster. 

If there would be no God, no law, no 
order; if the natural course of this world 
would just be chaos, lawlessness, false-
hood, then men could hope to get away 
with sin, without paying the penalty. But 
as it is, in a world which God has created, 
in a universe where law and order is the 
general rule, the Bible insists that punish-
ment must follow rebellion to that rule, 
and calamity must be the outcome of sin 
and unrighteousness. 

It is,. therefore, improper to ask, why 
does God allow these things. The Bible 
urges upon our minds the more important 
and the more practical question which 
is: "How can we get rid of sin, this cause 
of all our calamities?" 

We are often impatient with and of-
fended at the Bible because it speaks so 
much about sin and about the blood as an 
atonement for sin—but considering the 
supreme importance of this question, 
what should we expect the Bible to speak 
about?—this Book which more than any 
other source of wisdom understands our 
desperate need? What other remedy is 
there that will meet our present disas-
trous condition? It is, therefore, to this 
most urgent and most needful task that 
the Bible sets itself namely, to reveal sin 
unto man and to point him to the only 
way of cleansing and forgiveness from 
sin. 

THE WAR AGAINST THE WARMAKER. 

This then is the sum and substance of 
the whole theme of the Bible! As soon as 
sin entered the world, God immediately 
declared war against it, and announced 
a Redeemer who was finally to conquer 
Satan, the originator and the prompter 
of sin, and restore purity and the rule of 
God upon this earth. At the very dawn 
of human history the Bible gives the rec-
ord of the following declaration from the 
lips of God: 

"And I will put enmity between thee 
(Satan) and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel." Genesis 3:15. 

The picture of the Personality which 
in this place is spoken of as "the Seed 
of the Woman" grows in clearness and 
stature in the course of further revela-
tion. The "Seed of the Woman" is later 
revealed as the "Seed of Abraham," and 
still later as the Seed or the Tsemach (the 
branch) of David. Prophets and Psalmists 
also speak of Him as the Tsemach (the  

branch) of Jehovah, as the Son of the 
Virgin, as the Son of God, as Immanuel—
which means "God with us"— and as the 
Messiah! And ill the fullness of time, the 
angel of the Lord announcing the birth 
of the Messiah, this promised and long 
expected Deliverer from sin, said to her 
who was to be His mother, 	... thou 
shalt call his name Joshua (Greek, Jesus) 
for he shall save his people from their 
sins." (Matthew 1:21.) As of the written 
word of Prophets, so also of all the or-
dinances regarding the sacrifices and 
services in the Temple, the chief theme 
was nothing else but this very thing: the 
bringing home to man's heart the knowl-
edge of sin and the only way of cleansing 
from it—which is through the blood: 

"For the life of the flesh is in the blood: 
and I have given it to you upon the altar to 
make an atonement for your souls: for it is 
the blood that maketh an atonement for the 
soul." Leviticus 17:11. 

The battle against sin, and the mean-
ing of that battle in the plan of God for 
cleansing and forgiving the sins of men, 
is described in various places in the 
Scriptures, but notably in the book of 
Isaiah, chapter 53 where we read: 

• 
"But he was wounded for our transgres-

sions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; 
and with his stripes we are healed. All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the Lord bath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all . . ." 
Isaiah 53:5,6. 

A REFUGE FOR THE REFUGEES. 

Want of space bids me to close this 
message. But what has been said thus far 
shows that it is foolish to blame God for 
conditions which men have brought down 
upon themselves through sill and diso-
bedience to God. Instead, therefore, of 
blaming, let us rather flee to God for 
refuge. Though the wars among the na-
tions will go on, because of sin, and as 
long as sin will be in the world, yet in 
the midst of this tribulation there is a 
place of refuge for the people of God—
this place of refuge is Jesus the Messiah. 
"In the world ye shall have tribulation" 
He said "but be of good cheer I have 
overcome the world!" God is ready to 
welcome and to forgive and cleanse all 
who come to Him in the only way He has 
appointed, namely, by the eternal Kor-
ban or Sacrifice, Jesus who was offered 
upon the Altar of Golgotha. Apart from 
Him 

. . there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must 
be saved." Acts of the Apostles 4:12. 

Jesus alone is the island of refuge 
amidst the fierce storms of today—not 
that we will escape suffering, the com-
mon lot of all men, by accepting Him, but 
through Him we shall have victory and 
hope in the midst of and in spite of suf-
fering. He said: 

"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid." John 14:27. 
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