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ZUBAVITCHER RABBI CALLS FOR REPENTANCE. 
11- 

``CO OUT TO WELCOME THE MESSIAH!" 
In a sensational Call, such as has not, to our knowledge, ever before appeared in American journalism, one of the most famous Rabbis of the world, Rabbi 
Joseph Isaac, known affectionately and reverently by the Jews of the world as the Lubavitcher Rabbi, the leader of countless thousands of the Chasidic -

' movement in Europe and in America, takes more than half a page of the Jewish Morning Journal of May 26, 1941, in which to make a heart-searching 
It and staggering announcement that the Messiah is about to make His appearance, and that Israel must now respond to the drum beats of repentance and a 

new awakening. Here are some of the high-lights taken from the Rabbi's astounding Call:- 

A CALL FROM 

THE LUBAVITCHER RABBI 

TO IMMEDIATE REDEMPTION 

A fire rages over the whole world and 
threatens to destroy, God forbid, more 
than two-thirds of the Jewish people, and 
nobody can guarantee that the fire will 
not reach here in the New World. The 
call of the local spiritual leaders to re-
pentance....meets with a very small re-
sponse. 

TWO FIRES 

While in the Old World a fire is raging 
k which destroys the Jewish body, here in 
America another fire is destroying the 
Jewish soul. The usual coldness and indif-
ference of the American Jews towards 
"The Law and the Faith" has become, as 
a result of the fire raging in the Old 
World, a silent fire of agnosticism. The 
awful havoc of European Jewry has 
brought. our Jewry to infidelity; they fail 

'to see that God cares for His people ; they 
think only of how to help the cause of 
democracy with money or even a Jewish 
army, but do not think about repentance 
and prayer. They reason falsely that if 
God did not save Jewry of Europe, which 
was more believing, then there is no use 

,for American Jewry to try and become 
more pious, as their spiritual leaders ask 
them. 

THE CALL OF TRUTH 

Thus, those appealed to, remain deaf. 
'But this deafness is also a result of the 
failure of the spiritual. leaders to resound 
the call of our sages, blessed be their 
memory : "When punishments come into 
the world, look for the feet (approach) of 
the Messiah." They have neglected to tell 

>to the Jewish masses about one of the 
.foundations of Judaism which is: "I be-
lieve in the coming of the Messiah", and  

that before the Messiah comes we must 
expect just such tribulations as we are 
passing through now. To all appearances 
it may be that these are the birth throes 
of the Messiah before the Salvation of 
Jewry conies. 

Indeed, this is no mere pious hope or 
vain consolation, but a fact. The Jewish 
people are suffering the "afflictions (tra-
vail) of the Messiah ;" the perfect Salva-
tion is just. behind our backs, and among 
our Jews in this country there is a con-
fusion of thought, just as our sages have 
foretold: The Messiah, the Son of David, 
will come amidst. confusion of thought, 
entirely unexpected. 

Even in the best Jewish homes the 
faith in the coming of the Messiah is 
treated like a fairy tale. The Jewish people 
live in the period of tribulations proceed-
ing the coming of the Messiah. We have 
already overlooked the "beginning of the 
Messiah" period by a few decades; now 
we must repent for having failed to re-
pent and for having caused the tribula-
tions of the Messiah's time to come upon 
us. They may become even worse if we 
fail to correct our blunder. 

NEW TIMES — NEW DUTIES 

The Angel of Destruction has come to 
destroy all that is evil and treacherous in 
this world. He must not find among us 
Jews the old way of treacherous actions 
and the old lukewarm way of repentance. 
Now the call must be a stirring awaken-
ing to welcome the Messiah—our Right-
eousness. 

Let us stop hiding ourselves under the 
cloak of a lukewarm piety, lukewarm re-
ligion and lukewarm religious parties. We 
now need an awakening to have a clean 
heart, a clean thought, a clean house, 
clean schools of religious instruction, a 
clean family and a seeking to bring our 
children "To the Law and Faith." 

Without the sincere "wash you, clean  

you" our weapons of repentance, prayer 
and fastings are useless. 

Without the readiness of the commun-
ity of Israel to be the Holy People, to go 
out to welcome the Messiah, we mat ap-
pear, God forbid, in the eyes of the Angel 
of Destruction no better than all other 
nations. 

This we must instruct our children, ex-
plaining to them the meaning of "Im-
mediate Salvation" and to awaken in 
them a flaming desire to be prepared for 
the Perfect Salvation." 

"Immediate Redemption." Let this be 
our greeting when we meet each other, ex-
plaining to the uninitiated the meaning of 
these words. 

"Immediate Redemption." This is the 
answer to the question, "Why is God 
silent?" He is not silent. He keeps warn-
ing us, waking us, He wants to save us. 
In His mercy He has so far spared "the 
remnant." which is in this country. Our 
future is now entirely in our own hands! 

OUR CALL AND OUR WARNING 

"Immediate Redemption . This is not 
merely a way of comforting those who 
despair. This is our Good Tidings (Gospel) 
concerning a real "Salvation about to 
come." 

"Immediate Redemption." Be ready for 
instant Salvation. It is approaching with 
hasty steps. The Righteous Redeemer is 
just behind the wall and the time to get 
ready to welcome Him is extremely short! 
Israel will soon, yea in our days, be bles-
sed with perfect redemption. This appeal 
is a warning to every Jewish individual 
to beware lest he, God forbid, be excluded 
from the community of Israel. 

"Immediate Redemption." This is our 
cordial wish for every Jew. This is our 
call and warning. 

With the blessing of the Torah and with 
love for Israel, 

Joseph Isaac 
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SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

OUR REPLY 
TO THE LUBAVITCHER RABBI 

By Rev. VICTOR BUKSBAZEN 

The Lubavitcher Rabbi is a prominent 
orthodox leader of Jewry, formerly from 
Russia, and now living in the United 
States. His call is a flaming expression 
of his faith that the coming of the Mes-
siah is imminent, and that Jewry must 
repent and turn to God, even at this late 
hour, and get ready to welcome the Mes-
hiah ben David. Strangely enough, two 
thousand years ago a far greater Jew, 
John the Baptist by name, suddenly ap-
peared out of the wilderness, crying, 
"Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven 
is at hand!" 

The Rabbi gives a shattering analysis 
of Jewish religious life, both among lead-
ers and masses. He calls with a stern voice 
to his brethren to wake up from their 
spiritual sleep and to cleanse their souls 
from all sin for the coming of the Messiah. 

THE RABBI IS ON THE WRONG ROAD 

But we would now appeal to the Rabbi 
on the most vital point. We know that ac-
cording to the Word of God, the Messiah 
our Righteousness, hoped for with such 
longing hearts by the Rabbi and all true 
Jews, has already come in the Person of 
our blessed Redeemer Jesus, the Messiah 
ben David! Dear Rabbi, we appeal to you 
to examine the Holy Scriptures in regard 
to what they have to say about the Mes-
siah, and see whether those prophecies 
were not fulfilled in the Book of the New 
Testament. Throw aside traditional pre-
judice, for you more than anybody else 
know that the life of our people Israel is 
at stake. We have already suffered almost 
beyond endurance for having rejected the 
Messiah whom God sent to us, even the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Shall we go on blinding 
ourselves to the Truth until we perish? 
God forbid 1 

INFALLIBLE PROOFS 

The Word of God proves conclusively 
that Jesus Christ is the Messiah and Re-
deemer of Israel. To our father Jacob it 
had been revealed that the Messiah would 
come before the earthly kingdom and 
power departed from Judah : 

"The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
nor a law-giver from between His feet. until 
Shiloh come; and unto Him shall the gathering 
of the peoples be." — Genesis 49:10. 

You, dear Rabbi, know better than any-
one that Shiloh is one of the names of the 
Messiah 1 

It is a fact that when the Messiah Jesus 
came, the political power of Judah was 
at an end. And when the Lord Jesus our 
blessed Messiah came, although He was 
rejected by His own, yet out of the na-
tions countless millions gathered at His 
feet thus fulfilling this remarkable pro-
phecy. 

Even the manner of His appearance was 
foretold by the Holy Spirit and fulfilled  

in the Person of Jesus : "Therefore the 
Lord Himself shall give you a sign: Be-
hold a virgin (almah) shall conceive and 
bear a son and shall call his name Im-
manuel". Isaiah 7 :14. "Almah" in Heb-
rew means — virgin", as any Hebrew 
scholar knows. Thus the Redeemer of Is-
rael was born according to God's plan, 
from a virgin, and came into this world 
as a little child, thus fulfilling another 
prophecy contained in Isaiah 9 :6, 

"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given, and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonder:-
ful. Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlast-
ing Father, The Prince of Peace". 

Here God Himself calls the Messiah 
"The Everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace". How much would we like to en-
large upon .this blessed theme concerning 
the deity of our Saviour, but we must 
press on with our examination. 

The Holy Spirit told us clearly through 
the Prophet Isaiah in the amazing 53rd 
chapter that the Saviour of Israel would 
be "A man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief" Isaiah 53 :3. This chapter has 
always been understood by our sages of 
old as applying to the Messiah our Right-
eousness. Only in later years when the be-
lievers on Jesus Christ pointed out the 
fact that Jesus fulfilled that vision of the 
suffering Messiah as foretold by the pro-
phet Isaiah, did some of our Jewish com-
mentators seek to explain away this em-
barrassing chapter by saying that the pro-
phet spoke concerning Israel! What a vio-
lation of truth and the plain speaking 
Word of God! How blindly have we re-
jected Him! But even this the Holy Spirit 
foretold : 

"He is despised and rejected of men; a man. 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and we 
hid as it were our faces from him; he was des-
pised and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath 
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet 
we did esteem him striken, smitten of God and 
afflicted". Isaiah 53:3, 4. 

THE CALL IN COLLAPSE 

Your appeal is moving and has the ring 
of sincerity, but when you ignore the most 
surely established fact of the centuries 
that Jesus Christ is the true Liessiah, the 
effectiveness of your call collapses. Our 
tormented brethren are heartsick with 
longing and looking for the Messiah, but 
He came long ago, and was not received 
by them. Is it any wonder that this faith 
in the Messiah has become, as you your-
self complain, "a fairy tale" even in the 
finest Jewish homes and in the synagogues 
as well? 

HE COMES IN THE CLOUDS! 

There is yet another point on which we 
both agree and differ. You look with long-
ing eyes to the coming of the Messiah. 
So do we! But we know that when next 
He comes it will be for the second time, 
when He will appear in all His glory. We 
truly believe that His second coming is at 
hand, for He gave us the signs of His 
second coming: (Matthew 24 and 25). 

Israel's Redemption is indeed at hand. 
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But it can come only as we open our eyes 
and our hearts to accept the Messiah who 
already came, and who now is on the very 
threshold of His promised second coming. 
Then it will be, as prophesied by Zech- 
ariah, 

"I will pour upon the House of David and up-
on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of 
grace and of supplications; and they shall look 
upon me whom they have pierced, and they 
shall mourn for him as one mourneth for his 
only son, and shall he in bitterness for him as 
one that is in bitterness for his first-born." 
Zech. 12:10. "In that day there shall be a fount-
ain opened to the House of David and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for un-
cleanness". Zech. 13:1. 

OUR MEETINGS 

For July and August we discon-
tinue our Friday and Sunday 
night Gospel meetings. We shall 
be busy with open air preaching. 
Look for us in Rockaway, in 
Coney Isand, in Columbus Circle, 
at Brooklyn Borough Hall. 

Watch for our Announcements 
in September, of re-opening of 
our regular indoor services. 
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