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T
HE diagram which appears on this 
page has been drawn according to 
the specifications of *the Shulchan 

Oruch (the official book of rules of the 
Jewish Orthodox .Synagogue). It repre-
sents the Kaarah—the Passover Plate—
upon which are placed the symbols illus- 
trating the story of the redemption of en-
slaved Israel from Egypt. Noting the 
small figures in the diagram, the symbols 
represent the following: 

i. Zroah—shank bone—the Goluth substitute' 
for the Passover Lamb. 

2. Beitza—egg—the symbol both of death 
and resurrection. 

3. Maror—bitter herbs—in remembrance of 
Israel's bitter lot under Pharaoh's task 
masters. 

4. Haroseth—apples and nuts and raisins and 
spices chopped into pulp and made to re-
semble the brownish clay from which 
bricks were made for the storehouses of 
Egypt. 

5. Karpas—green herbs—to indicate the sea-
son of the year in which the Miracle of 
the Redemption took place; and 

13. Another portion of Maror. 

0  Then, beside the plate on Passover table 

there is 
7. The dish of salt water—symbolizing the 

Sea through which triw 	 people 
Passed in safety, in which the Egyptians 
were drowned. 

5. The cup of wine for each member of the 
family—the cup of Elijah. the forerunner 
of the Messiah; and lastly. 

9. The Three Matzoth (not shown iii dia-
gram)—the unleavened i+read—which one 
must imagine wrapped in a clean white 
napkin and resting underneath the Kaa-
rah—the Passover Plate. 

The elements on the plate, as we see, 
group themselves into two triads—groups 
of three. The essential remaining objects 
on the table (the salt water, the cup, the 
Matzoth) are also three. And in the nap-
kin, the number of the Matzoth are again 
three. Whether all these four triads are 
mere coincidence, or have special signifi-
cance, we are not prepared at present to 
direuss. In the following paragraphs we 
wish only to point out a few interesting 
particulars in the last of these triads—
the three Matzoth, which form a vital part 
of the Seder. 

First of all one might ask, "Why 
three?'' The usual traditional number of 
loaves on the Jewish festive table is two. 
the two Challoth (loaves') of the Sabbath 
meal, an occasion which is central in Jew-
ish custom, all other feasts merely being  

elaborations of the same. But here, on the 
Passover Table, contrary to the usual cus-
tom, we hate three loaves. 

Explanations Which Do Not Satisfy 

This unusual number has called forth 
several explanations. One is that the three 
Matzoth represent the three patriarchs of 
Israel, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; another 
that they stand for the three groups with-
in the Jewish nation, the Priests, the Lev-
ites and the common Israelites. However, 
these explanations are neither relevant 
nor satisfactory. They have nothing to do 
with the meaning or purpose of the Pass-
over Feast, nor do they relate to any in-
cident or event connected with the Pass-
over season. Above all, they leave the 
most important feature unexplained, 
namely, why, in the course of the Seder, 
the middle Matzoth is first broken, then 
the larger piece of it—called Aphikomen 
—is wrapped in a white cloth and hidden, 
and finally, at the end of the meal, resur-
rected from its hiding place and shared 
among all the members of the family. 

The Shulchan Oruch gives still another 
explanation, not expressed, to be sure,. but 
implied. It is found in the instructions re-
garding the Aphikomen which direct that 
as a mark of esteem, it should be the 
larger part of the broken Matzo. , because 
it represented the Passover Korban 

What, then, is the actual meaning of it 
all! The more we seek to discover the 
answer from the books or examples of 
the _Rabbis, the more the puzzle grows; 
and we seek a solution in vain. Only when 
we open the New Testament, the Book 
which tells us the story of Jesus, does the 
answer suddenly become plain. 

The Only Satisfying Explanation. 

This then, is what the three Matzoth tell .  
us. The eternal and one God of. Israel re-
vealed Himself to mankind ill three ways: 
As God the Father, as God the Saviour, as 
God the Holy Spirit. These three ways or 
modes of God's self-revelation to man are 
represented by the three Matzoth upon the 
Jewish Passover Table ! What now hap-
pens to the middle Matzo—representing 
the second mode of God's Self-revelation, 
as God the Saviour—is a story in act of 
what has actually happened to the Ldrd 
Jesus Christ: The Matzo is broken. Jesus 
was crucified. The larger part of the Mat.- 

Symbols on the Passover Table 

zo, called Aphikomen—is wrapped in a 
clean white cloth and hidden away, which 
is exactly what was clone to the Lord 
Jesus. He was taken down from the Cross 
and by loving hands wrapped in white 
linen grave clothes and placed in a tomb. 
But the' Lord Jesus did not remain long 
in the grave. Like the Matzo which is soon 
taken out of its .hiding place, He: left the 
place of death and corruption. On the 
third day God raised Hint up from the 
dead; and now, as risen and living 
Saviour, He—like the Aphikomen—is the 
Bread of life to all who believe on His 
name. 

'Christians Also Celebrate 

Among Christians there is' also a Seder 
which is observed frequently to this day. 
it is called the Lord's Supper, and its 
chief elements are. the bread and wine. 
When the bread is handed 'to the members 
of the family gathered around the table, 
the 'following words are repeated—words 
which the Lord Jesus Himself used when 
He gave the bread to His disciples on the 
first. Christian Seder night! 

'"rake, eat. this is my body which is broken 
for you, this do in remembrance of me." 

The conclusion therefore seems to be in-
evitable that this custom of the broken 
middle Matzo in the Jewish home origina- 
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ted not with Gamaliel or Hillel—from any-
thing that they did or said—but with the 
Lord Jesus and His disciples. 

If, however, our conclusions thus far are 
still not yet convincing, please come with 
us a little further in the argument. 

As mentioned above, the broken piece 
of Matzo is called Aphikomen. Again the 
question arises, "What has this outlandish 
un-Jewish word, `aphikomen'

' 
 to do with 

the Jewish Passover Seder'?" It is neither 
Hebrew nor Aramaic, but a form of a 
Greek word, which means to come." 
Some of the modern interpreters would 
have it that it means "dessert," that is, 
something that comes after the main meal. 
However, in giving this interpretation 
they not only do violence to the word it-
self, which would have to be "Ephi" in-
stead of Aphi-Komen, they also contradict 
the Shulchan Oruch's idea that it repre-
sents the Korban Pesach, which undoubt• 
edly was the most important part of the 
meal, not merely a dessert. What, then, is 
the true explanation of this name? The 
true explanation is found in simply trans-
literating the word in its Greek form, 
and then translating it. It means—I 
CAME. 

Who camel The Messiah! Thus through 
the Broken Matzo, the most sacred symbol 
of the Jewish Passover Table, the Messiah 
speaks to the Jewish heart and home: 

"I came that they might have life and have 
it more abundantly." 

"I came to seek and to save that which is 
lost." 

"I came a light into the world." 
"I came not to destroy the Law and the 

Prophets, but to fulfill them." 

But, if even after going with us to this 
point there is yet a lingering doubt in the 
mind of the Jewish reader with regard 
to the correctness at this our conclusion, 
we beg him to exercise a little more 
patience and follow us to the end of this 
argument. 

This conviction that the source of the 
Jewish Seder is found in no other place 
but in the story of the Lord Jesus, the 
Jewish Messiah, is further corroborated 
by following otherwise altogether inex-
plicable features, connected with the cus-
tom of "Aphikomen". 

Does the Aphikomen Ever Disappear? 

As it has been stated, the aphikomen is 
placed in hiding and is watched over, as it 
were, by all the family. Yet, in spite of 
the watchers, it often disappears from its 
hiding place ! And the one who succeeds 
in secretly removing it from its original 
place is rewarded with the promise of a 
gift on Shewuoth—Pentecost. 

Now again we 'ask, what is the mean-
ing of this strangest of all customs in the 
Jewish Home on such a solemn occasion 
as the Seder night? Why the secrecy in 
removing the Aphikomen from its hiding 
place? Why reward such an act with a 
gift? And why wait with the bestowal of 

There is absolutely no answer to this 
puzzle unless we again open the book of 
the New Testament and see what actual-
ly happened to the Lord Jesus. 

When Jesus was put in the grave, 
the High Priests remembered that He had 
foretold that on the .third day He would 
rise again. Though they being Saddneees, 
mocked at the idea of a man rising from 
the dead, yet they were afraid that the 
disciples of Jesus might steal the body at 
night and then start the rumor that their 
Messiah had risen from the dead. There-
fore, the grave was sealed with the official 
seal and soldiers placed around it to make 
perfectly sure that no such thing would 
happen.  

But a most extraordinary thing did 
happen! On the morning of the third day, 
in spite of the guards and the official seal, 
the grave was open and empty, and Jesus 
gone! The enemies of Jesus were at their 
wits' end. What did they do ? They gave 
money to the guards to spread the rumor 
that the disciples of Jesus came by night 
and stole the body. However, that promise 
of a gift on the Seder night by the head 
of the family has nothing to do with this 
giving of money to the soldiers to start 
the false rumor. They received their bribe 
immediately, they did not have to wait 
till Shewuoth. 

But the gift on the Seder night promised 
by the father of the family has to wait 
for its fulfillment to Shewuoth, seven 
weeks after Passover. Let us now again 
look into the story of Jesus and see what 
happened. After the Resurrection, the 
Lord Jesus met His disciples and was to-
gether with them for many (forty) days. 
While with them during those days, He 
said to them: 

"Tarry in Jerusalem till ye receive the prom, 
ise of the Father....Ye shall receive power 
after the Holy Ghost is conic upon you and ye 
shall he my witnesses both in Judea and Sa-
maria and to the uttermost parts of the earth." 

This Promise of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit was fulfilled on Shewuoth ! Read the 
Book of Acts, chapter 2. 

Thus the riddle of the Jewish Seder is 
solved. This question, like many other 
Jewish and human questions, is solved in 
no other place but in this book, the New 
Testament, which came as the answer to 
man's deepest need. 

Who Originated the Seder? 

In conclusion, there is yet one more 
question: How did this intensely Christian 
story of the suffering and death and resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus become so 
'deeply involved in and mixed :up with 
the Jewish Passover Seder 

The answer is: Both in the New Testa-
ment and in other books written of that 
period the statement is made that there 
were thousands (Acts 21 :30 says my-
riads) of Hebrew Christians—that is Jews 
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who believed in the Lord Jesus as their 
Messiah—in Palestine, who remained loyal 
members of the Jewish nation. Now, while 
the other Jews celebrated their Seder 114101 
the Passover Lamb according to the Law 
of Moses, these Hebrew Christians cele-
brated the same occasion with the Seder 
of the Bread and 'Wine, depicting in their 
ceremonial the suffering, death and resur-
rection of their Lord. Thus there were two 
kinds of Seder celebrations in Israel side 
by side, namely the Jewish Seder with the 
Passover Lamb, and the Hebrew Christian 
Seder with its Bread and. Wine. 

With the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the Temple in AD 70, the Jewish Seder 
ceased, and the only Seder which survived 
within the Jewish nation was that or the 
Hebrew Christians, who continued to be 
an integral part. of the Jewish commun-
ity. Thereupon, this Seder, the chief ele-
ments of which were the Bread and the 
Wine, became the nucleus of the Seder 
celebrations of all Israel, which by degrees 
adopted it and made it their own, uncon-
scious of the real story it told, and the 
real message it conveyed—a story and a 
message which was not effaced even by 
all embellishments and practices and fea-
tures which were subsequently added. 
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