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Who Crucified Christ? 
By DANIEL 

AFTER nearly two thousand years the 
question, "Who crucified Christ?" 
is still being asked. Justly or un-

justly Christendom has charged the 
Jewish nation with the responsibility 
for the death of Jesus Christ. The 
enemies of the Jewish people, especial-
ly in countries where the Greek Orthodox 
and Roman Catholic religions are dom-
inant, have often made His death an ex-
cuse for bitter insults and cruel attacks 
upon them. Thus one of the leading Jew-
ish papers of• Germany wrote some years 
ago, "His (Christ's) death was made the 
means of inciting hatred and strife against 
us." So it is not surprising that this is a 
subject often avoided among Jewish peo-
ple. Our only desire in discussing such a 
vexed question as this' is to throw light on 
it so that our Jewish readers may know 
the facts. 

The Actual Facts 

From the historical accounts found in 
the Gospels of the New Testament, we 
learn the details of the life and death of 
Christ. Every Jew should be familiar with 
this important history. Today even Rabbis 
are teaching the New Testament to classes 
of Jews, and Christ has been acclaimed by 
Jewish thinkers as, "The Great Teacher 
of Mankind." Max Nordau, famous crim-
inologist and Zionist, has said of Him, 
"Jesus is Soul of our Soul, Flesh of our 
• Flesh. Who then could think of excluding 
Him from the people of Israel?...He 
honors our race, and we claim Him, as we 
claim the Gospels flowers of Jewish litera-
ture." Dr. Graetz, the Jewish historian, 
wrote, "High minded earnestness and 
spotless purity were His undeniable at-
tributes." 
. It is no wonder that His untimely death 
as been called "the tragedy of the ages." 
Upon whom then must the guilt for this 
crime rest? Some hold the Romans to be 
the perpetrators of this deed, others ac-
cuse the Jews, and still others see His 
death as at the hand of God. Space per-
mits only a brief discussion of these three 
views. 

Were the Romans Guilty? 

First, let us consider the part played by 
the Romans in His death. We learn from 
the 'records that Pontius Pilate, the Ro- 
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man Governor of Judea, passed the sen-
tence of death upon Him, and that Roman 
soldiers were the executioners. Must we 
not then hold the Romans responsible? 
Only partly, for Pilate was coerced by the 
Jewish leaders into this gross miscarriage 
of justice. They charged Him with treason 
against Caesar because He claimed, so 
they asserted, to be the King of the Jews, 
and for this they demanded His death. 
But to this charge, Jesus replied, 

"My kingdom is not of this world: if my 
kingdom were of this world, then would my 
servants fight." 	John 18:36. 

But although Pilate found Jesus in-
nocent of this charge, yet for political 
reasons, he weakly acceded to their de-
mands for His death and tried to shift 
back the responsibility for it upon the ac-
cusers of Christ ; for we read : 

"When Pilate saw that he could prevail 
nothing but rather that a tumult was made, 
he took water and washed his Hands before 
the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the 
blood of this just person: see ye to it." 

• Matthew 27:24. 

But Pilate does not thereby clear him-
self of guilt. As to the Roman soldiers, no 
thinking person would hold them respon-
sible, for they were merely doing their 
duty as the agents of the law in carrying 
out the sentence of death. 

Was the Jewish Nation Responsible? 

Secondly, what is the responsibility of 
the Jewish nation in this unjust execu-
tion? We read, 

"And the chief priests and the scribes 
sought how they might put him to death; 
for they feared the people." 	Luke 22:2. 

The Sanhedrin, which was composed of 
the chief priests, scribes and elders of the 
people, hatched the plot to put Christ out 
of the way. His teaching was 'undermin-
ing their prestige and threatening their 
power, for they saw that the masses were 
turning from them to follow Him. His 
death to them became a political necessity. 
Blinded by prejudice as to His true char-
acter, they regarded Him as a mere man 
who yet claimed to be the Messiah. 

These Jewish rulers, aided by the 
treachery of Judas, the false disciple, and 
by their act of coercing the Roman Gov-
ernor, secured Christ's speedy execu- 

tion. It should be evident to all that while, 
on the one hand, the Jewish people as a 
whole were blameless, it is equally true, 
on the other hand, that their leaders,  were 
criminally guilty. Yet the stigma for this 
crime has been laid upon the entire na-
tion. One cannot but feel that it has been 
a sad injustice to have charged a whole 
nation with the iniquity of a few, even 
though the few were the ruling body of 
the people. 

But the question which has perplexed 
many Jewish people is this: If Jesus truly 
is the Messiah of Israel, why did He per- 
mit Himself to suffer death at the hands 
of His enemies? To this we reply that 
Messiah's death was long foretold in the 
Hebrew Scriptures, which prophecy was 
fulfilled in Christ's death. 

Was God Responsible? 

Now let us consider the view that the 
death of Jesus was at• the hand of God. 
The Prophet Isaiah, centuries before the 
coming of Christ, foresaiv the death of 
the Messiah, and wrote, 

"Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He 
bath put Him to grief: when Thou shalt make 
His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His 
seed, He shall prolong His days, and the plea—
sure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand." 

Isaiah 53:10. 

Few Jewish people have understood that 
the Messiah must die as an offering for 
sin, and thus become the last great Sacri-
fice, bringing salvation to all mankind. 
All the animal sacrifices of. olden times 
definitely pointed to this which God did 
when He gave His Messiah to die as a 
Sacrifice. Apart from this interpretation 
the sacrifices in the ancient Jewish ritual 
become empty and meaningless. They were 
all based upon the truth that "it is the 
blood that maketh atonement for your 
souls" (Leviticus 17:11). The death of 
Christ, which fulfilled all those sarcifices, 
swept them away. into the discard and 
they have ever since been discontinued. 
Now, any one, whether Jew or Gentile, 
who believing God's' Word, accepts by 
faith the death of the Messiah, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, as his or her offering for sin, 
receives forgiveness by virtue of His shed 
blood. 

What You Must Do. 

No human act. alone, whether of the Ro-
mans or of the Jews, could have robbed 
Jesus. Christ. of His life had not God Him-
self given Him into the hands of man to 
be put to death, and then raised Him to 
life again on the third day (John 19:11). 
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That the human agents in His death did 
not commit the unpardonable sin is seen 
in. the fact that many of the eery Jews 
who formerly had cried, "Crucify Him !" 
soon became His most ardent followers. 
Jesus looked into their hearts and knew 
that what they did, they did in ignorance. 
He therefore prayed for them, "Father, 

• -forgive them; for they know not what 
they do." 

Most of the objections ana opposition to 
the Lord Jesus even at the present time, 

• is because people do not know Him or 
His teaching. We owe it to ourselves to 
get acquainted with Him and the true 
facts regarding Him. The New Testament 
contains all the facts regarding His life 
and His teaching, and also His death and 
resurrection. if any reader should desire 
to obtain a copy, one can be secured in 
English, Yiddish or Hebrew, by writing to 
this paper. It will be sent. without. charge. 
Do not delay. Your soul 's salvation de-
pends on knowing the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Whom to know is life everlasting. 

How To Cure Snake-Bite 
"And the people spake against God, and 

against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us 
up out of Egypt to die in the Wilderness? for 
there is no bread, neither is there any water; 
and our soul loatheth this light bread. And 
the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, 
and they bit the people; and much people of 
Israel died. Therefore the people came to 
Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have 
spoken against the Lord, and against thee; pray 
unto the Lord. that he take away the serpents 
from us. And Moses prayed for the people. And 
the Lord said Linty Moses, Make thee a fiery 
serpent, and set it upon a pole; and it shall 
come to pass that every one that is bitten. 
when he looketh upon it. shall live. And 
Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it 
upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a ser-
pent had bitten any man, when he beheld the 
serpent of brass, lie lived." 	Numbers 21:5-9. 

OUR FATHERS had been disobe-
dient. This was nothing new, for 
they had disobeyed God so many 

times before this, that it is a wonder that. 
God could be so patient with them. Many 
times He called them stiff-necked, hard-
hearted people, disobedient, willful, twist-

. ed in mind. But over and over again He 
.said, "I am the God . of Jacob, I change 
not; therefore are ye children of Jacob 
not consumed." The reason, therefore, 
why we are not now totally destroyed to-
day, is because God has been faithful; and 

. no matter how bad we were, God has 
never gone back on His promises to Ab-
raham, Isaac and Jacob. 

But now they had sinned again, and 
• they spake against God. And God had to 

punish them. He sent fiery serpents with 
deadly bites. and many Israelites paid 
'with Death that day the penalty of diso-
bedience to God. 

Then God saw the repentant hearts of 
• the. people, for they came running to 
Moses crying, "We have sinned!" And 
that cry, "We have sinned!" always finds 
God with an aching heart, eager to for-
give. So God told Moses to make a brass'  

serpent, and to set it upon a pole; and he 
told the people, "Every one that is bitten, 
when he looketh upon it, shall live!" 

Try the Snakes at the Zoo 

And, lo, it was even so! Every Israel-
ite who looked upon the brass serpent 
was immediately healed. Why ? Because 
he obeyed God---he did as he was told—
he looked upon the brazen serpent. Now, 
if you are sick, you can go out to the Zoo 
and look at all the serpents you want to, 
for a million years to come, and yet you 
will not get well. But if God told you to 
go and look, and you obeyed, you would 
get well in a second. Do you see the 
difference? 

Fifteen hundred years later, the Lord 
Jesus Christ was talking one day to a 
very smart Jew, whose name was Nicode-
mns—a great Rabbi, and a leader among 
the Jews of Jerusalem. To Nicodemus the 
Lord Jesus Christ. said: 

"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. For 
God so loved the world. that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." 

John 3:14-16. 

For two thousand years now we Jews 
have wandered over the face of the earth, 
sick, bitten with the serpent bites of many 
massacres—right up to the present mo-
ment—and during all these years God has 
been saying to us, "The Son of Man is 
lifted up, look upon Him and live." But 
we are so stubborn and so disobedient that 
we have persistently refused to obey God. 

Remember, every poisoned Jew in the 
wilderness who refused to look upon the 
brass serpeant, died. No excuses, no argu-
ments, no wisdom, none of these things 
had any effect. "Look upon the brazen 
serpent!" was the order. 

God Demands Just One Thing 

Why should you expect that God will 
deal with you any differently now? All 
that He asks is that you shall obey Him. 
He has set His seal upon the Lord Jesus 
Christ, His only begotten Son, and has 
told us to obey His Son. One day when the 
Son was here 'upon the earth, He took 
three of His disciples up into a high moun-
tain, and a wonderfully strange thing 
happened there. We will let you read the 
record for yourself : 

"And after six days Jesus taketh Peter. 
James, and John his brother, and bringeth them 
up into a high mountain apart. And was trans-
figured before them; and his face did shine 
as the sun, and his raiment was white as the 
light. And, behold, there appeared unto them 
Moses and Elias talking with him. Then ans-
wered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, 'it is 
good for us to be here; if thou wilt, let us 
make here three tabernacles; one for thee. 
and one for Moses. and one for Elias. While 
he yet spake, behold. a bright cloud over-
shadowed them: and behold. a voice out of the 
cloud, which said, "This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased; hear ye him." 

Matthew 17:1-5. 

Hear ye Him! This is what you must 
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do if you are going to obey God. You 
must hear the Lord Jesus Christ I And the 
Lord Jesus Christ said, 

"And as Moses litfed up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up: That whoioever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life." 

John 3:14,15. 

Dear Jewish Reader: Are you poisoned 
with the bite of the serpent? Are you tired 
of your sins and of your aimless life? Do 
you want to be healed? Do you want true 
joy, and peace, and the sure knowledge 
of salvation? Then look to Him who was 
lifted up on the cross, crucified for your 
sins, that you might have forgiveness and 
peace. Will you look to Him? 

See the Christ uplifted high, Hallelujah! 
Whosover will believe. 
Life eternal shall receive. 
For the soul shall never die, Hallelujah! 
That will look to Him and live. 
Look and live, Look and live, 
Look, look to Him, and live! 
For the message is to you; 
There is nothing you can do, 
Only look, look and live! 
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