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ABRAHAM is the father of the Jew-
ish people. He is regarded with 
great reverence by all classes of 

Jews. He is looked upon as the model Jew. 
Yet his life was not like that of the Ortho-
dox Jew. It was not like that of the Re-
formed or Zionist Jew. It can only be 
compared with the life and attitude of 
those Jews who believe in the Lord Jesus 
as their Messiah! For want of space we 
can only point out a few instances in the 
life of Abraham to show how perfectly 
the Jewish believers in the Messiah keep 
alive the spirit of their honored ancestor. 
Abraham. 

GIVING UP THE FATHER'S RELIGION 

1. The Jewish believers in the Messiah. 
are condemned by their unbelieving breth-
ren because "they have given .up the re-
ligion of their fathers." But Abraham did 
not follow the religion of his fathers. 
Abraham's father was an idolator! What 
is idolatry? In essence, it is something 
which God did not 'command; something 
which is built upon the imaginations of 
men. The "idols" of Abraham's father, 
Terah, were of course not written in the 
form of laws and customs, like those of 
the Rabbis of our present day. They were 
fashioned in clay, and wood, and stone, 
and other materials. However, one thing 
they had in common; they were not of 
God. They were invented by men, no mat-
ter whether those men were called Rabbis, 
or heathen idol-makers. Abraham there-
fore as well as the Jewish believers in the 
Messiah, abandoned the religion of his 
father, and obeyed God ! Was that wrong? 

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF FATHER ABRAHAM 

Thus, the Jewish believers in the Mes-
siah are following in the footsteps of their 
father Abraham. On one hand they see 
before them the towering accumulation of 
the Rabbinical traditions; the Shulchan 
Oruch (Book of Jewish laws and customs), 
the Talmud, and other compilations; and 
on the other, the Bible, the Word of God. 
Which should they obey, the traditions, or 
the Word of God? The answer is clear for 
the true children of Abraham. They obey 
the Word of God. 

2. The Jewish believers in the Messiah 
are accused of not keeping "Kosher," 
that they-  do not observe "Milchig and 
Fleishig.".  But neither did Abraham. He 
was not even interested in the question 
of •MViig and fleishig. When the Three 
Men came to visit. Abraham (Genesis 18) 
he put before them at one and the same 
meal, butter, milk and meat, without warn-
ing them not. -to mix the dishes! Nor did 
he tell them to wait a half hour after the 
milchig appetizer before partaking of the 
meat; or to wait six hours after the meat 
before putting the cream in their coffee ! 
Abraham did not know of any such rules, 
nor did the Three Men. And one of these 
Men was found to be the very One who 
gave the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai! 
.Nothing in that law made the mixing of 
Milchig and fleishig a sin. Only the tradi-
tions of the fathers subsequently made it 
so. But Abraham, together with those who 
believe in the Messiah, was not interested 
in the traditions of the fathers. His main 
concern was—to obey God ! 

3. The Jewish followers of the Messiah 
are accused of worshipping God in the  

form of a man. But so did Abraham ! When 
Abraham entertained his three guests, he 
spoke of them first as "three men" (Gen-
esis 18:2). Later on these men were found 
to be "angels" (Genesis 19:1) and finally 
one of these men is addressed as 
"Jehovah" (Genesis 18:22). 

ABRAHAM WORSHIPPED GOD 
IN THE FORM OF MAN 

Abraham did not reject God because 
He revealed Himself to him in human 
form. He humbly stood before God and 
worshipped Him without making objec-
tions. He left it to the wisdom of God to 
reveal Himself in any form it pleased Him. 
The Jewish believers in the Messiah follow 
this 'example of Abraham. When they read 
in the Word of God that the Messiah was 
to be born of an Almah, that His name was 
God-with-us, Emmanuel, they, like Abra-
ham, do not ask questions; casting aside 
human traditions and prejudices, they ac-
cept Him as their Lord and Saviour. 

The Rabbis, who invented the traditions 
of our fathers, unwittingly gave encour-
agement to all sorts of agnostics and 
atheists who denied the sacredness and 
integrity of God's Holy Word. For they 
taught that it was impossible for the Mes-
siah to be born of an Almah (virgin), as 
the prophet foretold. Because miracles do 
not happen! Everything proceeds accord-
ing to the laws of nature ! So they said. 
But Abraham was sure that God could 

perform miracles, and that He had the 
power to bring forth life from the dead. 
The birth of Isaac from the dying bodies 
of his parents (for Abraham was a 100 
years, and Sarah 90 years old) was no less 
a miracle than the birth of the Messiah 
from the Virgin ! Both these births came 
as a direct fulfillment of a divine promise. 

THE JEWISH BUSINESS 

4. Finally, the Jewish people, misled 
by the traditions of the fathers, express 
horror at the disgrace that some Jews in 
their midst, through believing in the Mes-
siah, have become preachers and mission-
aries. "It is not a Jewish business, to be 
a missionary !" they cry. But Abraham 
was one. We read of him in the Bible that 
wherever he pitched his tent, he built an 
altar, he preached in the name of Jehovah. 
He did the work of a good missionary. 

But what had the altar to do with his 
preaching? What had the sacrifice to do 
with his preaching? Simply this, that there 
is no preaching in the name of Jehovah 
without the altar, or without the sacrifice. 
It is only because the missionaries, like 
Abraham, have an altar and sacrifice, that 
they can preach; and therefore they have 
something to preach about. The Messiah is 
the sacrifice of the missionaries, the Cross 
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their altar. And because they have Him in 
their heart, they are preachers and mis-
sionaries. Only the Messiah has the power 
to open the mouths of men and fill them 
with the Word and the witness of God. 

Thus Father Abraham and the "mission-
aries" of the Lord Jesus, the Messiah, be-
long to the same order. Whoever calls the 
Jewish missionaries "Meshummed" in-
cludes Abraham in that insult. The defam-
ers of the missionaries are doing an in-
justice to all true servants and messengers 
of God. They disgrace Abraham their 
father, and all of Abraham's children by 
faith. 

It is high time for us to wake up and 
turn to God and to our Messiah whom we 
have rejected. God has sent Him to bless 
us and to teach us the Truth. Without Him 
we are like sheep gone astray. By faith in 
Him we shall be gathered again in the.  fold 
of the Good Shepherd, and He will lead us 
into the way everlasting, because "God 
hath laid upon Him the iniquity of us all." 
(Isaiah 53 :6) 

Tolerance is a Two-Way Street 

HERE is a message we received a few 
days ago from one of the readers of 

THE SHEPHERD OF' ISRAEL. We print it just 
as it came to us, hoping that many other` 
of our Jewish readers will take to heart 
the message of this rebuke :— 

This is a free country and Jews who want 
to believe that Jesus is the Messiah have a 
right to do so without other Jews calling them 
cursed Meshummed and creating hatred and 
prejudice against them. 

By way of further comment may we just 
add the suggestion that each Jew shall give 
deep thought to something he forgets too 
often, and this forgetting results in harm 
to our, Jewish people. The suggestion 
is this, that when our Jewish rabbis make 
piteous pleas to the world for " tolerance," 
they should always remember that "toler-
ance" is a two-way street. If you expect 
tolerance from others, you must be toler-
ant to others. Every Jew and. every Gen-
tile likewise, has a guaranteed right under 
the Constitution of the United States of 
America, to believe that which his con-
science tells him is the truth, and every-
one is entitled to exercise that right with-
out molestation, sneer, ridicule, or perse-
cution on the part of others who disagree 
with him. If our Jewish people will re-
member this, it will go a long way to-
wards combatting anti-Semitism. If a Jew 
chooses to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour, that is his own business, 
and his own right; and no other Jew, be 
he Rabbi or he he plain, humble nobody;  
has a right to attack him or condemn him, 
or show him hatred. Remember what the 
Lord Jesus Christ told the Pharisees, 
"With what measure ye mete, it shall be  

measured to you again." Matthew 7:2. If 
you mete hate, you will receive hate in re-
turn. If you mete tolerance and love, you 
will receive tolerance and love in return. 
In other words, you write your own ticket. 
But one thing remember, you must never 
raise your voice against "intolerance" un-
til you learn for yourself not to defame 
others and not to attribute to them ul-
terior motives. 

That Thousand Dollar 
Question 

AN article which appeared in a recent 
issue of THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL at-

tracted the attention of many readers. It 
was entitled, "A Chance to Make $1000." 
Letters with all kinds of answers have 
been received from people who read the 
question and thought they could give the 
correct answer. This was the question : 

Where In the Bible or Tenach has God com-
manded us Jews to observe the practice of 
"Kappores Schloogen," the killing of a chicken 
as the atonement for one's sins? Indicate the 
book, chapter and verse where the command-
ment is to be found. If you cannot locate such 
a commandment in the Bible, then of course 
you cannot earn your thousand dollars. 

One reader sent us the following ans-
wer : 

In your November issue, THE SHEPHERD 
OF ISRAEL, appears an offer for a reward for 
a correct answer to the question concfrning 
"Kappores Schloogen." Kindly refer to Leviti-
cus 15:14-15, B.C. 1490, where you will find the 
answer. 

Now the trouble with this answer is that 
the verses referred to in the Book of Levi-
ticus say nothing whatever about killing a 
chicken on the Day of Atonement. On the 
contrary, the verses tell about an offering 
to be made by a man who has been cured 
of some disease and has been pronounced 
clean by the priest. The man is told that 
on the eighth day after his cure he is to 
take two turtle-doves or two young pig-
eons, give them to the priest and the priest 
shall offer them, one for a sin offering and 
the other for a burnt offering as an atone-
ment for his disease. There is no mention 
of offering a chicken. And This offering 
for curing a man of his disease has nothing 
to do with the Day of Atonement. 

'What a pity it is that so many of our 
Jewish people have been blindly following 
the inventions and imaginings of the Rab-
bis, instead of seeking earnestly to under-
stand God's Word in order to find out 
from God's own Book just what He wants 
us to do. 

So we sent a letter to the reader who 
wrote to us and pointed out the error he 
had made, and in addition sent him a copy 
of one of our booklets, entitled, "An As-
tonishing Yom Kippur Prayer,"* which 
should be helpful to every earnest seeker 
after truth. 

* A copy will he mailed without charge 
to any reader requesting it. 
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