
Yom Kippur 	the Day, or the Man? 
How are we Jews to know the truth about the Day of Atonement when the 
Rabbis teach us one thing and the Law of Moses the contrary? Every Jew 

should seek to know what the Word of God teaches. 

By Philip J. Cogan, a Jew, who believes on the Lord Jesus Christ 

THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL  
Subscription Price 
50 Cents a Year. JOSEPH HOFFMAN COHN, Editor VOL. 31, No. 2 

OCTOBER, 1948 

HE Rabbis are telling us that now 
while we Jews are in dispersion 
we do not need to bring sacrifice 

on the Day of Atonement. And if we fast, 
give alms, and confess our sins, God 
grants us forgiveness. The Jews of to-
day really believe that the Day of Atone-
ment itself has great power to forgive 
sins if we repent. The Rabbis instituted 
this on the ground that in the Torah this 
day is called "Day of Atonement." But 
this teaching is contrary to the law of 
Moses. The Torah declares plainly and 
clearly the purpose of the Day of Atone-
ment. It is not the day that brings the 
atonement but the sacrifices of the day. 

In Leviticus 16 the law commands 
which sacrifices shall be brought on the 
Day of Atonement, and there it is distinct-
ly stated that the High Priest shall make 
an atonement for the congregation of 
Israel, thus to confirm that all the child-
ren of Israel become clean before God. 
We find in verse 30: 

"For on this day shall he make atonement 
on your behalf to cleanse you from all your sins 
before God and ye shall be clean." (Literal 
translation.) 

Who shall make atonement ? We read 
in verse 32 that the priest shall make the 
atonement. Also note, please, it is not 
said, "for this day shall make atonement," 
but, "On this day shall he make atone-
ment." Therefore, you sec from the 
Torah, the law of Moses, that it was only 
the sacrifices that had the power on that 
day to atone for the sins of Israel. 
BLOOD ESSENTIAL—THE TALMUD ADMITS 

We know from the clear witness of the 
Holy Scriptures that God is not change-
able; for He said, Himself, "I am the 
Lord, I change not" (Malachi 3 :6) ; He 
said also, "It is the blood that maketh an 
atonement for the soul" (Leviticus 17: 
11). Therefore, the prayers, the fasting, 
and the wailing on the Day of Atone-
ment cannot bring forgiveness. The only 
way through which forgiveness can be 
found is in the blood. Even the Talmud 
is compelled to acknowledge this truth, 
for we read in treatise Iomma, chapter 1, 
page 5, "There is no forgiveness except 
by blood, as it is said, Tor it is the blood 
that maketh an atonement for the soul'." 

Now let us thoroughly consider what 
God commands us to do on the Day of 
Atonement. The explicit instructions we 
find in the sixteenth chapter of the book 
of Leviticus. It was necessary to rest  

from work and• to afflict the soul. The 
sacrifices must be strictly performed. On 
this day only of all the year could Aaron 
the high priest enter into the Holy of 
Holies within the vail. At first he had to 
take the blood of the bullock as an atone-
ment for himself and all the priestly 
house and sprinkle it with his finger once 
upon the mercy seat eastward; and be-
fore the mercy seat seven times. Then 
he must kill a goat for the sin offering of 
all the people and do with the blood as 
he did with the blood of the bullock. Then 
he had to take a live goat, put both his 
hands upon him, and confess over him all 
the iniquities of the children of Israel, 
putting them upon the head of the goat, 
and sending him away into the wilder-
ness. 

PROFITS FOR THE PRIESTS? 

Some of the Rabbis are stating that the 
blood never had the power to forgive sin, 
but that through the sacrifices the people 
expressed their subjection to God and 
their thankfulness to Him. Others are 
saying that the sacrifices were instituted 
only for business reasons in order to give 
a source of income for the priests ! Others 
express the opinion that the blood that is 
lost during the time of fasting is a for-
giving for sin ! Still other Rabbis are say-
ing that the killing of a hen or a chicken 
will be effective for the forgiving of sin. 
All these are human reasonings which 
are able only to bring despair. Every one 
lectures the way it suits him. 

CHICKEN BLOOD CAN'T HELP 

We believers in the Lord Jesus know 
we are in God's hand. We have sinned. 
And God was righteously angry with us. 
He says : "All we like sheep have gone 
astray" (Isaiah 53:6). "The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die" (Ezekiel 18:20), and, 
"It is the blood that maketh an atone-
ment for the soul" (Leviticus 17:11). 
Not the blood of the sinner that he loses 
when he is fasting, not the blood of the 
hen or the chicken that is killed on the 
day previous to the Day of Atonement 
and which is afterward eaten. 

If all these things had the power to for-
give sins, God would have told us about 
it. Had Aaron the high priest spent that 
day of repentance only in fasting, in 
praying, in mourning and in lamenting 
and then had gone into the Holy of Holies, 
what do you think would have happened ?r 
The answer is that he would have drop-
ped dead right on the spot ! Now, tell me, 
my friends, by your pure reason: Can 
we dare hope to be saved under circum-
stances in which Aaron the high priest 
would have been killed ? 

Hear me, my friends: God is not a re-
specter of persons, and what is a law for 
one is a law for all. God created the 
nation of Israel with the purpose that the 
nation itself should first learn and then 
teach the world the way of salvation. 
"And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of 
priests, and a holy nation" (Exodus 19:- 

What Say the Rabbis of Messiah? 
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in the Synagogues today and why the Rabbis have eliminated the reading of 
it from their Sabbath services (Haftora)? Did you know that the Musaf 
Prayer of Yom Kippur corresponds almost word for word with Isaiah 53? 
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6) ; and, "This people have I formed for 
myself ; they shall show forth my praise" 
(Isaiah 43 :21). 

In the beginning—in the wilderness 
tabernacle, and afterward in the temple 
in Jerusalem—the daily and yearly sacri-
fices taught us and pointed out to us that 
we are sinners and that we have to have 
a forgiveness for our sins. There remains 
for us one of the two alternatives : Either 
the sinner must die or else a Substitute 
must be ordained by God to take his 
place. 

THE PROMISE FULFILLED 

The 110th Psalm prophesied that God 
would make a change in the priesthood 
according to the order of Melchisedek. 
This new priesthood, dear reader, is the 
priesthood of the Messiah. All the sacri-
fices point forward to Him. The sacrifices 
of animals could not have the value of 
human beings. The sacrifices of the ani-
mals only made a covering for sin. (The 
word "Kawfer" means to cover".) They 
were just like notes which we give every 
time to those to whom we owe some-
thing. Therefore, they were brought 
again and again, day by day, year by 
year. But when the Messiah came, He 
was the One, Who, by the shedding of 
His own human blood, redeemed the 
notes, taking upon Himself all the sins 
of the world, as we read in Isaiah 53 :6, 
"And God hath laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all." 

With the offering of Himself on the 
cross of Calvary and by the shedding of 
His blood, He established an eternal sal-
vation to the end of the world. The Rab-
bis changed the teaching of Moses, by re-
placing it with their own teaching. Now, 
I am asking you, my friends, is it sensible, 
is it reasonable, to put your trust in man 
rather than in God ? 

God says : "It is the blood that maketh 
an atonement for the soul" (Leviticus 
17 :11), and in the New Testament we 
read that "In Him (the Lord Jesus, the 
Messiah) we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, ac-
cording to the riches of His grace" (Ep-
hesians 1 :7). "The blood of Jesus Christ, 
God's Son, cleanseth us from all sin" (I 
John 1 :7). "Neither is there salvation 
in any other : for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). 
This, my friends, is God's way and the 
only way. There is no other way. Re-
ceive the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour and you will have forgiveness of 
sin and eternal life. Do otherwise, and 
you are lost forever and ever. "Why 
should ye die, 0 house of Israel ?" (Ezek- 
iel 18 :31). "The wages of sin is death ; 
but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 6 :23). 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house" (Acts 
16:31). 
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Here is the answer to the Jewish headaches of the dark bitter centuries that 
have gone by. We are still in Golus. Our prayers have not gone beyond the 

ceilings of our Synagogues. Do you know why? 
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1. 	Moses said :— 
And it shall come to pass, when all these 

things are come upon thee, the blessing and 
the curse, which I have set before thee, and 
thou shalt call them to mind among all the 
nations, whither the Lord thy God bath driven 
thee. And shalt return unto the Lord thy 
God, and shalt obey his voice according to all 
that I command thee this day, thou and thy 
children, with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul; That then the Lord thy God will turn 
thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, 
and will return and gather thee from all the 
nations, whither the Lord thy God hath scat-
tered thee. If any of thine be driven out unto 
the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will 
the Lord thy God gather thee, and from thence 
will he fetch thee: And the Lord thy God will 
bring thee into the land which thy fathers 
possesised, and thou shall possess it: and he 
will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy 
fathers. And the Lord thy God will circum-
cise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed. to 
love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul, that thou rnayest live. 
And the Lord thy God will put all these curses 
upon thine enemies, and on them that hate 
thee, which persecuted thee. And thou shalt 

.return and obey the voice of the Lord, and do 
all his commandments which I command thee 
this day. 	Deuteronomy 30:1-8. 

2. The Lord Jesus Christ our Messiah 
said :- 

0, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not! Behold, your house is left unto you deso—
late. For I. say unto you, Ye shall not see me 
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Matthew 23:37-39. 

If the shoe fits, put it on ! Our friends 
from among the nations of the world 
won't help us. The United Nations As-
sembly won't help us, But God can help 
us. You must however meet the condi-
tions. What say you ? How long are you 
going to remain blind ? How long will you 
be led by the nose by leaders who are even 
telling us, through Isaiah 1 :3, "The ox 
knoweth his owner, and the ass his mas-
ter's crib : but Israel doth not know, my 
people doth not consider !" Does the ass 
know more than you do ? 
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