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BOLD FACTS FROM THE HEBREW BIBLE
By RACHMIEL FRYDLAND
ABRAHAM LINCOLN is known the
world over as the one who freed the slaves.
In our country he is also remembered for
his honesty and for being a man who paid
attention to facts and not to mere opinions.
His honesty was well illustrated by the response he, as a lawyer, made to a client.
Before he became President, a man requested that he take his case to the court.
After listening to the client's story, Mr.
Lincoln said:
Well, you have a pretty good case in technical
law, but a pretty bad one in equity and justice.
You will have to get some other fellow to win
this case for you. 1 couldn't do it. All the time
while standing talking to that jury I'd be thinking 'Lincoln, you are a liar' and I believe I
should forget myself and say it aloud.

Talmudic-rabbinic interpretation of the Mosaic' laws that we ignored the study of the
rest of the Bible. With the rise of the Zionist
Movement, there came a new interest in
the Bible, including study of the Prophets;
since herein were found the promises of
Israel's restoration to her own land. This
resulted also in a new interest in the New
Testament Scriptures.
In our Torah there is the, description of
the brit rishonim which is translated in
Leviticus 26:45 "covenant of their ancestors" but which means literally "covenant —
the first." Thus we have a first covenant in
Leviticus in the humash, the Torah. There
is the definite promise of the New Covenant
in Jeremiah 31:31. Let us quote directly
from the Word of God:

Mr. Lincoln relied not on opinions but on
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I
facts and this was shown by his response
will make a new covenant with the house of
to a deputation who pressured him to proIsrael, and with the house of Judah: Not acclaim emancipation before it could be done.
cording to the covenant that I made with their
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand
This was the dialogue:
to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which
"How many legs will a sheep have if we
my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: hut this shall
call a tail a leg?" Lincoln asked.
he the covenant that I will make with the house
"Five," they answered.
of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I
"You are mistaken," said Lincoln, "for
will put my law in their inward parts, and write
calling a tail a leg doesn't make it so."
it in their hearts; and will he their God, and
In other words, facts remain facts regardthey shall be my people (Jeremiah 31:31-33).
less of our opinions of them. We may dislike
The first and second Covenants are one
the facts, but our dislikes will not alter them.
Book;
the Covenant of Law and the CovRather, our thinking should be conditioned
by facts and thus correspond to truth. We enant of Grace. The first is a Covenant of
therefore present to you three startling facts promise and the second, a Covenant of
which no person, Jew or Gentile, dares to fulfillment. The first looked forward to the
coming of Messiah Who would die a sacrireject or ignore.
fice for our sins; the second described how
The first startling fact is —
all these events happened and were fulfilled

in the Lord Jesus, God's sacrifice for our
sins. Have you ever read this second portion of our Scriptures? If you haven't, then
you have missed the real meaning and fulfillment of our own Tenacli, the Hebrew
Scriptures!
The second startling fact is —
THAT THE MESSIAH HAS ALREADY COME

Religious Jews have no difficulty in believing that Messiah is to suffer indescribable
pain and torture for the sins of Israel, for
this is the clear teaching of Isaiah chapter
53. The prophet describes: how He was
despised and rejected of men; how He is led
as a lamb to the slaughter; and as a sheep
before her shearers is dumb, so He opened
not His mouth. The Talmud records the
opinion of the rabbis that He shall be
called "the leper of the princely house" for
it is written in Isaiah 53:4, "surely he hath
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows:
yet we did esteem him stricken (Hebrew, a
leper), smitten of God, and afflicted!"
There is also no doubt that in the Talmud
Zechariah 12:10, "they shall look upon me
whom they have pierced," refers to Messiah,
the son of Joseph. The Talmud puts it this
way:
"the interpretation which makes the weeping
and mourning refer to Messiah Joseph's son fits
well in with the verse of Zechariah 12:10 'they
shall look upon me whom they have pierced,
and they shall weep for him as one weepeth
for an only begotten" (Talmud — tractate
Sukkah 52:a).

But as firmly as these facts are estab-
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OF A NEW COVENANT (TESTAMENT)

Some people erroneously think that there
is a Jewish Bible and a Christian or Gentile
Bible — two separate Bibles. There is no
such thing at all. The word Bible is derived
from the Greek meaning "book." There is
therefore only one book, actually one Jewish Book for all of its sixty-six separate
volumes were written by Jewish people.
For "unto them (the Jewish people) were
committed the oracles of God" (New Testament — Romans 3:2).
In the Yeshivah where I studied as a
young man, we were so immersed in the
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lished, so also is the fact that Messiah was
to come before Titus, the Roman Emperor,
destroyed the second Temple in Jerusalem.
This is made clear in the Torah, in the
Prophets, and in the Writings — all three
parts of the Tenach.
In the Torah, Jacob prophesied by the
Holy Spirit and said:
The,e sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor
a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh
come; and unto him shall the gathering of the
people he (Bereshit — Genseis 49:10).

Shiloh, the Messiah, to whom the nations
gather and obey, is to come while some
symbol of kingship still remains in Judah,
not after all symbols of sceptre and kingly
rule are taken away. It would then be too
late to correspond to prophecy and to God's
Word.
In Haggai the prophet, speaking by the
* Holy Spirit, makes it clear that Messiah
must come while the second Temple is in
existence. We read:
For thus saith the Um of hosts; Yet once,
it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens,
and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land;
And I will shake all nations, and the desire of
all nations shall come: and I will fill this house
with glory, saith the LORD of hosts. The silver
is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD
of hosts. The glory of this latter house shall he
greater than of the former, saith the LORD of
hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith
the LORD of hosts (Haggai 2:6-8).

Messiah, the Desire of all Nations and
the Prince of Peace, was to come while
the Temple built in Haggai's time was still
standing. He was to be its glory in comparison with the material glory of Solomon's
Temple. If Messiah did not appear before
that great Temple was destroyed, this prophecy would be meaningless!
In the Writings, we find the positive
prophecy given by the angel Gabriel to
Daniel, that beloved man of God:
And after threescore and two weeks shall
Messiah be cut off . . . and the people of the
prince that shall come shall destroy the city and
the sanctuary (Daniel 9:26).

with them? The Torah speaks of Israel as
being God's son, even His firstborn:
And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith
the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn:
and I say unto thee, Let my son go . . .
(Exodus 4:22, 23).

If Israel is a son, should not Messiah then
be a special Son, since He is to be the best
and the perfect one of our people? Here

are the facts, clearly taught in our
Tenach, that Messiah the Anointed One
is to he the Son of God. In the Psalms
of David, we read,
Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill
of Zion. I will declare the decree: the LORD
bath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day
have I begotten thee (Psalm 2:6, 7).

Thus in the holy Psalms, which a pious
Jew recites daily, or at least once a week,
we are taught the facts — facts which are
the very opposite of our prejudices. The prejudices are based on our thinking and not
on God's revelation.
The Proverbs of Solomon (sepher mishle)
are also part of our own Holy Spirit-inspired
Tenach. Here again we are told clearly of
the fact that God has a Son. The inspired
author asks:
Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? who hath gathered the wind in his
fists? who bath hound the waters in a garment?
who hath established all the ends of the earth?
what is his name and what is his son's name, if
thou canst tell? (Proverbs 30:4).

Only God ascends into heaven and descends.
Only God established the earth, and the
Ruach Ha-Kodesh-inspired author wants us
to know without a shadow of doubt that this
God Almighty indeed has a Son!
Perhaps our minds have been influenced
so much by the godless thinking of this
world that we cannot imagine sonship without the natural process of human relations.
But our own Torah, the Word of God,
speaks of a spiritual sonship which is closer
and more real than the physical, as the
Prophet says:
Can a woman forget her suckling child, that
she should not have compassion on the son of
her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not
forgzt thee (Isaiah 49:15).

The City of Jerusalem and the Sanctuary
were destroyed by the Roman hordes under
Vespasian and Titus. Unless Messiah came Fact is fact. It may be ignored or even rebefore that date of destruction, this prophecy jected, but it cannot be changed. Ultimately,
we will realize our mistake that we have
by Gabriel is also unfulfilled!
ignored
God's clear teaching in His Word
These facts are based on God's Word, and
repeated more than three times in the three and leaned instead on our own thinking and
divisions of our Tenach so as not to leave imagination. We are told by Isaiah the
us in any doubt. We appeal to you, dear prophet that one time we will sing with joy,
reader, to have an open mind and weigh saying:
For unto us a child is horn, unto us a son is
these matters for yourself!
given: and the government shall he upon his
Finally, consider the third startling fact —
shoulder; and his name shall he called WonderGOD AND HIS SON

Jews and Muslim Arabs are now engaged
in fierce strife for the very survival of
Israel. However, in one matter some of our
people even agree with the Muslim teaching:
"God has no Son." Why should we agree

ful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of. Peace (Isaiah 9:6).

We appeal to you now to consider these
clear facts from the Holy Scriptures. Let
God be true in your life whatever the consequences. We ask you to follow the facts
of God's Word. Please write to us.
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