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GOLDEN JERUSALEM WITHOUT A TEMPLE 
by RACHMIEL FRYDLAND 

A SHORT TIME before Israel defeated 
the Arab nations in the Six-Day-War of June 
1967 and annexed the old city of Jerusalem, 
an Israeli girl looking on Jerusalem from a 
hilltop, composed the now popular song 
which begins with the words, "Jerusalem the 
Golden" (yerushalayim shel zahav). In it she 
described Jerusalem as being of gold, brass, 
and iron and expresses the longing of the 
Jewish heart to come and "stand in thy 
gates, 0 Jerusalem." 

It was a most unusual coincidence that, 
soon after the popularization of this song, 
the yearning became a reality and Jerusalem, 
with its ancient gates and buildings, opened 
its doors to its ancient inhabitants. 

JERUSALEM THE GOLDEN 

There are no gold mines in Jerusalem. 
The people on the whole are very poor and 
have little gold or silver. Why do both Jews 
and Christians refer to it in their songs as 
"Jerusalem the Golden?" The answer lies 
probably in the fact that when you look at 
the city from a height, you see in the very 
center of it the famous gold covered Dome 
of the Rock, going back all the way to the 
famous Arab conqueror, Omar, who con-
quered the city in the year 637 A.D. He 
ordered that a Moslem mosque be erected 
on the place where the Jewish holy temple 
once stood, where sacrifices were offered to 
Jehovah, the God of Israel. Thus on Mount 
Moriah, where the temple stood in all of its 
glory, stands now the gold covered Dome, 
a reminder of the truth of God's Word which 
He revealed to us by the mouth of His 
prophets. 

GOD'S WORD IS TRUE! 

Long before the first and second temples 
were destroyed, God made known His plans 
to His servants, the prophets of Israel, that 
these destructions would indeed happen. 
This was to be both a warning to the people 
and an urgent call to repent and return to 
the God of Israel and seek His grace and 
mercy. Isaiah the prophet, who lived some 
150 years before the first temple was de-
stroyed, expressed the warning in the fol-
lowing words: 

Now will I sing to my well-beloved a song 
of my well-beloved touching his vineyard. My 
well-beloved bath a vineyard in a very fruit-
ful hill: And he fenced it, and gathered out 
the stones thereof, and planted it with the 
choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst 
of it, and also made a winepress therein: 
and he looked that it should bring forth 
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. 
And now, 0 inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 
men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt 
me and my vineyard. What could have been 
done more to my vineyard, that I have not 
done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it 
should bring forth grapes, brought it forth 
wild grapes? And now go to; I will tell you 
what I will do to my vineyard: I will take 
away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten 
up; and break down the wall thereof, and it 
shall be trodden down: And I will lay it 
waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; 
but there shall come up briers and thorns: 
I will also command the clouds that they 
rain no rain upon it (Isaiah 5:1-6). 

About thirty years later another Jewish 
prophet came and proclaimed a similar 
prophecy saying: 

Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the 
house of Jacob, and princes of the house of 
Israel, that abhor judgment and pervert all 
equity. They build up Zion with blood, and 
Jerusalem with iniquity. The heads thereof 
judge for reward, and the priests thereof 
teach for hire, and the prophets thereof 
divine for money: yet will they lean upon 
the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD among 
us? none evil can come upon us. Therefore 
shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a 
field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and 
the mountain of the house as the high 
places of the forest (Micah 3:9-12). 

The prophet Jeremiah, whose lamenta-
tions over the destruction of the temple in 
Jerusalem are known the world over and 
who is called the weeping prophet, express-
ed it: 

Oh that my head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep 
day and night for the slain of the daughter 
of my people (Jeremiah 9:1) ! 

Yet in his love Jeremiah was convinced 
that he must proclaim the warning of God 
to His people Israel: 

Then came the word of the LORD unto 
Jeremiah, saying, Behold, I am the LORD, 
the God of all flesh: is there anything too 
hard for me? Therefore thus saith the LORD; 
Behold, I will give this city into the hand of 
the Chaldeans, and into the hand of Neb-
uchadrezzar king of Babylon, and he shall 
take it (Jeremiah 32:26-28). 

Many people, perhaps most of the peo-
ple, did not believe the prophet's warnings 
and paid no heed. They reasoned that since 
the Jewish people were God's chosen ones, 
no harm would befall them. Even if He 
should at one time punish them yet He 
would not destroy His own House in Jeru-
salem. However, the prophets knew more 
about the holiness and righteousness of God, 
Who cannot look upon sin and Who is no 
respecter of persons. Amos, the prophet, ex-
pressed it in this way: 

You only have I known of all the families 
of the earth: therefore I will punish you for 
all your iniquities (Amos 3:2). 
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TISHA B'AV WHEN THE TEMPLES 
WERE DESTROYED 

Religious Jews will take off their shoes, 
fast, and sit on the ground on the ninth 
day of the month of Av, which will take 
place on July 24 this year. In Israel many 
Jewish people will present themselves be-
fore the kotel ina'aravi, the Western Wall of 
Herod's Temple which is still intact in old 
Jerusalem, and there pour out their hearts 
in weeping and lamentations for the temple 
that was destroyed and is no more. Perhaps 
some of them will hearken back to the wise 
words in the Talmud which give the reason 
for this calamity: 

Why was the first temple destroyed? Be-
cause of three things that were in it: idol-
atry, adultery, and the shedding of blood. 
But the second temple, when the Jewish 
people were toiling in the Torah, in Mitzvoth 
(fulfilling commandments) and good deeds; 
why was it destroyed? Because there was 
groundless hatred, to teach you that the 
weight and severity of groundless hatred is 
equal to the three great sins: idolatry, adult-
ery, and the shedding of blood (Babylonian 
Talmud, Yoma 9b). 

Dr. Christie tells the story of the famous 
Israeli rabbi Haham Ephraim, the son of 
Joseph Eliakim, which should be here re-
told: 

The older Jewish interpretation of the 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah was known as 
referring to the King Messiah, and it was not 
long before Haham Ephraim recognized the 
picture of the Suffering Servant "by whose 
stripes we are healed." The sufferings of his 
own people throughout the ages and their 
desperate outlook touched him keenly. He 
looked back through the centuries and asked, 
"Where are the promises to the fathers? 
We are God's peculiar people, the glorious 
things that were to be ours are the posses-
sion of strangers." Guided by his friend he 
considered: "The first temple was destroyed 
and the nation scattered on account of three 
great sins committed by Israel, but seventy 
years later the temple was rebuilt; then came 
the second destruction, and for over 1800 
years Israel has been without the Holy 
House. What was the cause of this second 
destruction and of the greater scattering? 
Idolatry was not the reason. There was no 
lack of zeal for either law or for sacrifice. 
Men were zealous for God and did not cease 
the temple service till the hour of destruc-
tion came. Why has God forsaken us so 
long? 

He wept and prayed and struggled with 
the problems, unwilling to give in. He even 
asked questions about these things of his 
brother rabbis, but they could only give the 
time-worn, formal answers of traditional Ju-
daism. He was still unsatisfied and the only 
result of his queries was a suspicion created 
and a closer watch being set on his move-
ments. Still he struggled, convinced tfmt 
some terrible sin had been the cause of the 
wrath of Almighty God against His people. 
Then there dawned upon him the secret of 
it all — "groundless hate," and a still small 
voice expostulated with him, "Cease to hate 
Me. Love Me and I will give thee peace " 
The struggle was over. He found a peace 
that was unbroken till his dying day.  

When Jews Face Christ, edited by Henry 
Einspruch, pp. 114-115. 

THE TEMPLE WILL BE REBUILT 

The essence of Jewish prayers, morning, 
afternoon and night are the eighteen bene-
dictions which end with the following peti-
tion: 

May it be Thy will, 0 Lord our God and 
God of our fathers, that the Temple be 
speedily rebuilt in our days . . . And there 
shall we serve Thee with awe, as in the days 
of old, and as in ancient years. Then shall 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be 
pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of 
old and as in ancient years. 

The Word of God gives certain definite 
conditions before this prayer could be ful-
filled. The most important condition is a 
return to and an acceptance of the Lord 
Jesus the Messiah. Haham Ephraim was one 
of a long list of true and sincere rabbis and 
common Jewish people who have come to 
this conviction. We as a people who have 
been far away from the Messiah Jesus, Who 
loved us and gave His life for us, must put 
away our prejudices of the Lord Jesus. The 
prophet Zechariah points out that our rec-
onciliation with God, our inward peace, our 
forgiveness of sins will come when we shall 
look up to Him Who was pierced for us and 
when we shed tears of repentance and faith, 
as it is written: 

And I will pour upon the house of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spirit of grace and of supplications: and 
they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as 
one mourneth for his only son, and shall he 
in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitter-
ness for his firstborn. 

In that day there shall be a fountain 
opened to the house of David and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and un-
cleanness (Zechariah 12:10, 13:1). 

A TEMPLE TODAY 

The New Testament has a new dimension 
for the temple. The purpose of the temple 
was to offer sacrifices, the blood of which 
was the substitute for the blood of the one 
who committed the sin. But according to 
the prophets, Jesus was this final sacrifice 
Who gave His life for our sin. He then is 
God's Temple for through Him men find 
forgiveness of sin. When we believe in Him 
and He dwells in our hearts by the mach 
Izakodesh (the Holy Spirit) then our hearts; 
which are purified from sins, become a 
dwellng place for God, as the Apostle Paul 
expresses it: 

What! know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your 
own? (1 Corinthians 6:19). 

Do you have this temple within you? 
Then there is golden.  Jerusalem for you. If 
you do not have it, then all the earthly 
temples will not profit you. Write us-  for 
more information. 
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