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THE BEST I CAN! 
By RAYMOND COHEN 

MORE OFTEN than not, when people 
are confronted with their shortcomings, their 
defense mechanisms usually react at once 
with the reasoning, "I am doing the best I 
can." It is by far the minority who would 
honestly face up to their faults and inabilities 
and admit they need help. So inbred in us 
is this defense mechanism that over the 
years it develops in us all sorts of inner 
conflicts. Basically, we know we fall short, 
but our stubborn defense persists and soon 
we find ourselves in mental and spiritual 
trouble. 

It is more amazing when we consider that 
this line of reasoning only applies to our own 
situations and circumstances, and never will 
we accept it as an answer from another in-
dividual. Let me illustrate. The story is told 
of a preacher who, each time he went for a 
haircut, spoke to the barber about his sin 
and need of salvation. This went on for many 
years but the barber's answer was always the 
same, "I do the best I can." 

MAN'S FAULTY REASONING 

The preacher finally hit on a plan that 
might show the barber the error in his phi-
losophy. After their usual discussion, the 
preacher asked if he might wait upon several 
of the barber's customers. Now the barber 
was also a hairdresser and his clientele was 
comprised of sonic of the most affluent 
members of his community. The preacher 
was aware of this and said. "Let me do the 
coiffures of several of your customers to-
night." The barber in surprise queried, "Do 
you have any experience or have you done 
this before?" 

"No," the answer came back, "but I will 
do the best I can." 

The barber was quick to grasp the spirit-
ual application for his own life and soon 
after received the Messiah Yeshua as his 
own Savior. 

You probably say that this is farfetched 
and really remote from your situation. Well, 
let us bring it closer to home. A loved one 
is desperately ill and requires immediate sur-
gery in a life and death situation. You did 
the best you could in choosing the surgeon. 
On your way to the hospital, doubts and 
fears of the outcome plague your mind, and 
your soul is filled with anxiety. You meet 
the doctor in the hallway and, wanting some  

reassurance, you ask, "Is everything under 
control doctor?" 

He replies, "I have never done this type 
of surgery before; but don't you worry, I 
will do the best I can." Certainly this is 
completely unacceptable and your fears in-
crease rather than decrease. 

Here is another instance. Assume you 
want to invest your hard-earned savings in a 
manner that will provide some future security 
for you. Would you give your money to a 
person who promised to do the "best he 
can," or would you seek out someone more 
certain of the outcome of your investment? 
I think the point is well made, but apply it 
to a matter more important, such as eternal 
life. Why do we seek advice from those who 
have no experience and even less knowledge 
of this subject and abide by their stereotyped 
answer: "Just do the best you can." 
Shouldn't we seek the person with experience 
and knowledge of so important a subject? 
Shouldn't we seek out the person who with 
full assurance can guarantee the outcome if 
we follow his advice? 

GOD'S PERFECT PROVISION 

Do you think for one moment your 
answer, "I am doing the best I can," will 
satisfy a most holy God, particularly when 
He has provided a Counsellor to instruct you 
in the way to eternal life? How silly we are 
in matters that really count, and how specific 
in detail we become with insignificant matters 
that cannot add one iota to our eternal des-
tiny. We make much preparation for death 
in the form of insurance policies, wills, trust 
funds, and funeral arrangements; but we 
make no provision for the life after death, 
which is eternal. After all, we say, we have 
"done the best we can." 

What does God say about our best? 
Come now, and let us reason together, 

saith the LORD: though your sins be as scar-
let, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool (Isaiah 1:18). 

But we are all as an unclean thing, and all 
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags . . . 
(Isaiah 64:6). 

They are all gone aside, they are all to-
gether become filthy: there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one (Psalm 14:3). 

God says our best is not good enough! 
We are all unclean sinners in His sight, and, 
as such our destiny is eternal separation from 
God. For He says, "Behold, the LORD'S hand 
is not shortened that it cannot save; neither 
his ear heavy that it cannot hear. But your 
iniquities have separated between you and 
your God, and your sins have hid his face 
from you, that he will not hear" (Isaiah 
59:1,2). 

Did you take note that although we are 
condemned to separation because of sin, 
God says, "Come, let us reason together;" 
and "The Lord's hand is not shortened that 
it cannot save?" The Lord has provided a 
way of cleansing from sin, a way of recon-
ciliation to Him, a way in which we can be 
certain that our Counsellor will obtain for 
us eternal life, eternal redemption, and 
eternal fellowship with Him! 

Are you interested? You would be foolish 
not to be, for the Bible says, "The fool hath 
said in his heart, There is no God." (Psalm 
14:1). 

"OUR BEST" IS TO BELIEVE GOD 

Here then is God's counsel on doing the 
best we can: 

All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; and 
the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of 
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us all (Isaiah 53:6). 
When thou shalt make his soul an offering 

for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong 
his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall 
prosper in his hand (Isaiah 53:10). 

Who is this who will be our sin offering 
and reconcile us to God? The Bible says, 
"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace" 
(Isaiah 9:6). 

When Jesus (Yeshua) was born, the angel 
of God said, "Thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people from 
their sins (Matt. 1:21). 

Yeshua said, "For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 

My father came from Russia in 1912. He 
graduated from Cooper Union College of 
Engineering. Because there were few jobs 
for Jewish engineers, he went into business 
for himself and opened a furrier's factory. 
He changed his name from Berkingoff to 
Berk for business reasons. He met and mar-
ried my mother who was an American 
Jewish girl in a religious ceremony, even 
though my parents were essentially atheists 
and committed to the Socialist cause. I was 
the youngest of three boys brought up in 
New York City. My father's business was 
prosperous ever since I could remember, and 
we were able to afford many things that or-
dinary families did not have. So far as 
religious training, from my earliest recol-
lections, there was a great deal of disorder. 
I attended Jewish Sabbath School for two 
years in preparation for Bar Mitzvah. How-
ever, religion in general was discouraged by 
my parents. When I was nine years old, my 
father took pains to demonstrate to me that 
God did not exist. My parents belonged to 
many organizations which stood for social 
reform. From my earliest youth my heroes 
were Lenin and Trotsky. I was against Stalin, 
not because he was a Communist, but be-
cause I felt he had betrayed the people's 
revolution. 

I attended boarding school in Arizona as 
I had asthma, and there I first came into con-
tact with Christians when I was thirteen years 
old. However, I did not take them seriously 
and felt that their faith was laughable. Later, 
in my college years because of emotional 
confusion, I found it difficult to remain in 
school. I found substantial help in psycho-
analysis; and, while it did not answer all of 
the questions or problems of my life, it did 
enable me to find enough stability to con-
tinue my studies. From the very beginning of  

And again He said, "This is the work of 
God, that ye believe on him whom he bath 
sent" (John 6:29). 

John the Baptist said, "Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world" (John 1:29). 

Saul of Tarsus said, "For even Christ 
(Messiah) our passover is sacrificed for us" 
(1. Cor. 5:7). 

Surely the accumulated evidence of the 
transformed lives of those who have trusted 
Jesus (Yeshua) as their Counsellor, their 
Passover Lamb, and sin offering, speaks em-
phatically that the "best you can do" is to 
believe God and take Him at His word. 
Receive His Son as your atonement and He 
guarantees a transformed life now and eter-
nal life to come. 

Are you really doing the best you can? 

my schooling, I was socially oriented. 1.  
wanted to be either a lawyer or social worker 
so that I could spend my life helping people. 
I appreciated receiving from my parents a 
compassion for the poor and a desire to see 
justice established. While I did not learn 
religion from them, I did learn some abiding 
social values and an appreciation of this 
world situation. 

My concern for social justice led me into 
many associations. One such association was 
with some Christians who indicated that their 
reason for social concern was because of 
Christ and His reality to them. I prided my-
self on being an enlightened person, yet the 
Gospel of Christ was foolishness to me. I 
felt that it was good for some people if it 
helped them to love their fellowmen more, 
but I felt self-sufficient. 

The death of my father presented a family 
crisis. It stirred me to think and to look 
more deeply into the meaning of life. I had 
been attending a certain church because of 
its social program. After my father's funeral, 
I sought solace in a concert of church music. 
The words, the music, and the place caused 
me to contemplate the person of Christ. I 
realized that He was my Savior, the Messiah, 
and that He had indeed conquered death; 
and I gave myself to Him. I found that by 
putting my faith and trust in the One Who 
was spoken of in the Jewish Scriptures I had 
peace of mind and joy in my life, and secu-
rity for the future. 

After graduating from college, I worked as 
an employment counselor, and being able to 
help people gave me a great deal of satis-
faction. The greatest help anyone can be 
given is to have revealed to him the truth 
about Yeshua Ha Meshiach, Jesus the Mes-
siah from the. Holy Scriptures. 
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