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HOW TO HAVE A HAPPY HANUKKAH 

For many of us today Hanukkah may just 
mean eating too many latkes, the potato pan-
cakes that we are so fond of at this special 
season. For the young people it is an op-
portunity of receiving some Hanukkah money 
to spend on games and other things of pleas-
ure. If this is all that Hanukkah means to us, 
then we have missed the purpose of this an-
cient Jewish festival. 

HANUKKAH—FEAST OF DEDICATION 

The Hebrew word Hanukkah means dedi-
cation and refers to the particular event of 
the rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem 
in the time of the Maccabees in 167 B.C. 
Mattathias and his sons Judah, Jonathan, 
and Simon fought against the Syrian Hel-
lenizers who wanted the Jewish people to 
worship the Greek gods, especially "great" 
Zeus, instead of worshipping the Lord God 
of Israel. With God's help the Maccabees 
were able to free Jerusalem from the pagans. 
They dedicated themselves to God, then 
cleansed and rededicated the Temple—hence 
Hanukkah, the feast of Dedication. Possibly 
at this special time they were chanting and 
singing Psalm 30 which is entitled "A Psalm 
and Song at the Dedication of the House of 
David." This song would have been very 
appropriate for this special occasion for the 
Psalmist says: 

I will extol thee, 0 LORD; for thou hast 
lifted me up, and hast not made my foes to 
rejoice over me. 

Sing unto the LORD, 0 ye saints of his, 
and give thanks at the remembrance of his 
holiness. For his anger endureth but a 
moment; in his favour is life: weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning. 

Thou hast turned for me my mourning 
into dancing: thou bast put off my sackcloth, 
and girded me with gladness; To the end 
that my glory may sing praise to thee, and 
not be silent. 0 LORD my God, I will give 
thanks unto thee for ever (Psalm 30:1, 
4-5, 11-12). 

A HAPPY HANUKKAH IS TO 
KNOW GOD PERSONALLY 

The Maccabees knew God personally; and, 
because of that, they were willing to endure 
the greatest hardships. They paid the highest 
price even with their own lives in order to 
maintain the worship of the God of Israel 
and to resist the imposition of the pagan 
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Syrians and the Hellenized Jews. Their de-
cision was similar to the decision of the three 
Hebrews, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah 
whom king Nebuchadnezzar wanted to force 
to worship the immense golden image he had 
set up in the valley of Dura. They answered 
him: 

O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to 
answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our 
God whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and he will 
deliver us out of thine hand, 0 king. But if 
not, be it known unto thee, 0 king, that we 
will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up (Daniel 
3:16-18). 

You will have a happy Hanukkah if you, 
too, will come to know God personally in 
such a way that, whatever may happen, it 
will not destroy this personal relation be-
tween you and your God. 

A HAPPY HANUKKAH IS TO KNOW 
THAT YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN 

Our personal relation to God depends on 
whether God can have any contact with us. 
The first man Adam sinned; and, as a result, 
he lost contact with God. Cain, his son, 
committed a crime; and, as a result, he also 
lost that contact with God. David also lost 
his fellowship with God because of his sin; 
and, therefore he prayed, "Cast me not away 
from thy presence" (Psalm 51:11). The 
prophet Isaiah declares by the ruach hako-
desh that all our people have sinned: 

Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God, and 
your sins have hid his face from you, that he 
will not hear (Isaiah 59:1-2). 

We will have a most happy Hanukkah if 

we can say with the Psalmist, "Blessed is he 
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered" (Psalm 32:1). 

A HAPPY HANUKKAH IS TO KNOW 
THE WAY OF REDEMPTION 

It is no coincidence that at the same time 
we are celebrating Hanukkah, there are mil-
lions of people who celebrate the coming 
into the world of Yeshua Hamashiach. The 
Word of God explains to us that He was so 
named because the Hebrew word Yeshua 
means Savior. An angel of God told Joseph 
(the husband of Miriam who begot Jesus) 
saying: 

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name JESUS: (Hebrew, 
Yeshua) for he shall save his people from 
their sins (Matthew 1:21). 

It is very fitting to celebrate both Hanuk-
kah and the birth of Jesus the Messiah at the 
same time, for the only way to have a mean-
ingful and happy Hanukkah is to have peace 
in our hearts through restored fellowship 
with God. But, to do so we must be cleansed 
from sin. The only way to obtain cleansing 
in olden times was by means of a sacrifice 
whose blood was shed in the holy Temple in 
Jerusalem. Seventy years before the last 
Temple was destroyed, Jesus came into this 
world to be that final sacrifice for sin. He 
was born in Bethlehem in accordance with 
the prophecy of Micah 5:2: 

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me 
that is to be ruler in Israel: whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from ever-
lasting. 

But the special reason for His coming is 

THE GREATEST JEW THAT EVER LIVED 
Who was the greatest Jew? Moses our master who gave us the Torah? 

Moses Maimonides, physician, philosopher, commentator who provided the 
Jewish people with the famous Thirteen Principles of Faith? No, there is 
a greater one. Who is He? Find out by requesting the beautifully illustrated 
brochure entitled, "The Greatest Jew . . ." 
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described again in the Psalms: 

Sacrifice and offering thou didst not de-
sire; mine ears bast thou opened: burnt 
offering and sin offering hast thou not re-
quired. Then said 1, Lo, I come: in the vol-
ume of the book it is written of me. (Psalm 
40:6-7). 

Thus, when the time drew near for the 
sacrifices to cease in the Temple of Jerusalem, 
God provided for us a more perfect sacrifice 
and High Priest in the Person of Jesus the 
Messiah. One of Messiah's followers ex-
pressed it in these words: 

Wherefore when he cometh into the 
world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou 
wouldest not, but a body bast thou prepared 
me: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin 
thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, 
I come (in the volume of the book it is 
written of me,) to do thy will, 0 God. 
Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering 
and burnt offerings for sin thou wouldest 
not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which 
are offered by the law: Then said he, Lo, I 

As a young Jewish boy, born in Newark, 
New Jersey, I went to Hebrew school and re-
ceived a very thorough Hebrew education. 
Many thoughts and questions provoked my 
mind concerning my standing with God and 
my everyday personal relationship with Him. 
I knew that God's desire for my life was for 
me to obey His commandments and to love 
Him above all else in the world. But as I 
beheld my own life I knew that I had not 
been living so others would see God's glory 
within me. The failure was on my part since 
I never bothered to search the Scriptures to 
find God's solution to the dilemma I felt had 
shrouded my life. This discouraging position 
led me to deny God's existence and even to 
renounce my standing as a Jew. I can re-
member the emptiness I experienced when 
I repeated prayers from a prayer book to a 
God whom I really didn't know. I felt that 
if I could only relate to God on Saturdays 
and High Holy Days then my relationship 
with Him would only be a part-time bond as 
one of His chosen people. From the disbelief 
and disappointment I felt I could only step 
down into worse effects of a life without God. 

The path that my atheistic views followed 
led me to Greenwich Village, mind-expand-
ing drugs, and a rebelliousness against every-
thing that stood in my way. The findings 
of the well-known LSD prophets also in-
terested me and dragged me further away 
from the God of the Bible to look for 
the God that people claimed to see on 
LSD trips. Another step took me into the 
Army and a year in Vietnam. While in the 
Orient I had an abundance of drugs, and I 
started to think deeply about my own exist-
ence and reason for living. My main interest 
became the Eastern philosophies and re- 

come to do thy will, 0 God. He taketh away 
the firi.t, that he may establish the second. By 
the which will we are sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all. 

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to 
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
By a new and living way, which he hath 
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is 
LI say, his flesh; And having an high priest 
over the house of God; Let us draw near 
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure 
water. Let us hold fast the profession of our 
faith without wavering (Letter to the He-
brews 10:5-10, 19-23). 

You can have the happiest Hanukkah ever 
if you will accept this provision of God for 
the forgiveness of your sins and for the res-
toration of your contact and fellowship 
with God, your Creator and Redeemer. 

We would like to hear your reactions 
whatever they be. Please write us a post card 
or a letter. 

ligions along with a search for God wherever 
He was to be found. To attain salvation I 
tried to empty my heart of all desires in the 
material and emotional world. 

When I returned to the United States, I 
went to Los Angeles to live; and, after being 
there eight months, I really had nothing to 
show for my supposed spirituality except for 
an everyday LSD excursion and a God Who 
was always miserable with His creation. 
Now, where does Jesus Christ fit into all this? 
Well, one night while walking down Sunset 
Strip I was attracted by a crowd of people 
and decided to see what the gathering was 
about. Two men were preaching the love of 
Jesus, the Messiah. One of them came over 
and told me the news from the Scriptures 
that Jesus was the Messiah, my atonement 
for sin. He shared with me the Old Testa-
ment, a book upon which my whole claim as 
a Jew rested, and showed me numerous proph-
ecies relating to the Jewish Messiah and 
what He would be like. I was amazed as 
my eyes witnessed the fact that the fulfillment 
of these prophecies was Jesus of Nazareth. 

I began to seriously read the Bible from 
cover-to-cover. As I read I looked for the 
very person of God, the Rock, whom I was 
seeking so desperately. I knew that real love, 
true salvation and eternal life would be found 
in Him. My real self was exposed by the 
Word of God and I saw how I fell short of 
His righteousness. I asked Jesus to live in 
my heart and received the forgiveness of 
sins that He offered. Knowing Jesus as the 
Jewish Messiah has filled me with a new 
joy and love and has given me eternal life 
as He is the only way to God, and I am com-
plete only in Him. 
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A Dynamic Relationship With Messiah 
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