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The Broken Matzo 
Jews are Still Unable to Explain How the Ritual 

of the Three Matzos Originated 

"I' is Pesach (Passover) again. The 
Seder (Passover Table) is set, as for 
1900 years it has been set. Elijah's 

k cup, untouched and undrunk, stands in its 
r place, a mute but eloquent reminder that 

some day He will come Who is the Hope 
of Israel and the Desire of the Nations—
our long-looked for Messiah. There, too, 
is the miserably dried-up bone taken 
from the shank of a lamb, a melancholy 
reminder that now in the sad years of 
our Golus (captivity) we have no Tem-
ple', no Priest, no sacrifice, no way of ap-
proach to a just and holy God, exactly 
as God has warned us would be the case 
if we disobeyed Him. See Hosea 3:4-5. 

Little Moishe has now propounded the 
historic Ma Nishtana Kashes, (the ques-
tions asked.  by the boy annually at the 
Passover ritual. See Deut. 6:20.) And the 

• father has told him in solemn intona • 
thins: 

We were Pharoah's tiondmen in Egypt; and 
the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand: And the Lord showed signs and 
wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon 
Pharoah and upon all his household, before our 
eYEIS; and he brought us out from thence, that 
he might bring us in, to give us the land which 
he aware unto our fathers. And the Lord com-
manded us to do all these statutes, to fear the 
Lord our God, for out' good always, that he 
might preserve us alive, as it is at this day. 

Deuteronomy 6:21-24. 

But we almost forgot one of the most 
important chapters of this moving narra-
tive — indeed the one about which we 
started out to write. It is none other than 
the mysterious ritual of the Matzos! 

For, as every Jew knows, a remarkable 
and unique custom has come down into  

the Passover ritual through the hundreds 
of years, and no one has yet been able to 
explain how and where and why this cus-
tom originated. It has to do with the 
ritual of the three Matzos. Perhaps we 
can put it before you a little more in-
timately and vividly if we quote here 
from the personal narrative of the form-
er rabbi, Leopold Cohn, now with the 
Lord, as he tells how this very ritual or 
celebration was a powerful means in 
helping him to understand the Messianic 
significance of the custom. He writes in 
his autobiography that he was endeavor-
ing to win his wife also to faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Messiah, and tells 
how the ritual of these Matzos, proved 
effective : 

Another help to her was that of a thought 
the Lord gave me at the time when for her 
sake I observed the ceremony on the first pass-
over night after she reached Scotland. Among 
other sacred rites performed on the first night 
of the Passover feast are the following ones: 
Throe cakes of unleavened bread are placed 
on the table, one above the other with a napkin 
between them so that each is separate from 
the other. The head of the family who is per-
forming the ceremonies takes the middle cake 
and breaks it in halves, concealing one-half 
under the pillow of the lounge on which he 
reclines at that meal. Reclining is a symbol of 
the freedom the Jews gained at the time when 
God brought them out from the bondage of 
Egypt. At certain intervals, four cups of wine 
are served to those seated at the table and at 
the third cup, the father takes out the half 
cake from between the pillows, and divides 
it among the family. I used to perform that 
ceremony year after year witout considering 
the real reason for doing so, but with the light 
of the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ in my 
mind and heart, it suddenly dawned upon me 
what it all meant. The three cakes represent 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost: the middle one,  

the Son, broken in halves, indicates the body 
of the Son of God, broken for our sins. Con-
cealing it under the pillow signifies the burial 
of the broken body, and bringing it forth again 
at the third cup of wine Indicates strikingly 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ on 
the third day. 

When the Lord gave me that thought, I at 
once with great joy in my heart, explained 
it to my dear wife and children, showing them 
that this custom which is being performed by, 
all the Jews over the world from time imme-
morial, has in it the memory of death and re-
surrection of the Lord Jesus, and at the same 
time conveys to us His teaching of a triune 
God. The early disciples of the Lord Jesus were 
Jews and they must have instituted. this cere-
mony among their people so that Christ should 
never be forgotten among them. 

And now, has it ever occurred to you, 
dear Jewish reader, how amazingly sig-
nificant is this picture ? And did you ever 
stop to question why and how it found its 
way into the Jewish ritual ? Certainly it 
could never have gotten in by accident. 

EXPOSING. A FALSEHOOD 

We do know that in the early'days of 
the Christian era, the first Christians 
were all Jews. Every first disciple of the 
Lord Jesus Christ was a Jew; on one day 
alone, the Pentecost following the ascen-
sion of the Lord Jesus Christ into heaven, 
3,000 human souls were born again and 
became children of God through faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as Messiah and 
Saviour. Everyone of those 3,000 was a 
Jew! It has been estimated that no less 
than one million Jews became followers' 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in the first cen-
tury of the Christian era! So you see 
how false are the claims made by certain 
unenlightened rabbis and other Jewish 
leaders, that there never was a Christian 
Jew ! 

Now the synagogue in the first century 
of the Christian era was not so harsh and 
cruel in its attitude toward such Jews as 
had confessed their faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as is the modern "Temple." 
Nowadays, we.  are grieved to say, the 
rabbis hate us who are the followers of 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; they call us apos-
tates, "Meshumodin," and they breathe 
out all kinds of abuse against us. They 
accuse us of being traitors, when as a 
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matter of fact we are the best friends 
that our Jewish people ever had. These 
rabbis will welcome into their "Temples" 
Jews that are unbelievers, agnostics, a-
theists, even communists, and give them 
places of honor, all this with' the full 
knowledge that these particular Jews 
have denied the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, and Moses. 

THE SCENE CHANGES 

But let a Christian Jew come into the 
"Temple," a Christian Jew who loves his 
people, who believes the Word of God 
from beginning to end, who lays all his 
hopes upon the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, who accepts in full faith the 
Lord Jesus Christ who came as a fulfill-
ment of the promises made through the 
prophets, and the rabbi will turn on such 
a Christian Jew with a fury unbelievable. 
And this is the same rabbi who continual-
ly pleads for "tolerance" from others to-
ward him! Dear rabbi, if you want toler-
ance from others you need first to learn 
the all-important grace of being tolerant 
yourself. 	. 

But the old-time synagogue back in 
the first century, accepted the Christian 
Jew as a part of the consist of the syna-
gogue. In the make-up of the synagogue 
in those days there were Pharisees, and 
Sadducees ; there were Hellenists and 
there were Essenes, and many other 
shades of belief and unbelief, each mak-
ing up its own group and yet each a com-
ponent part of the synagogue. And so 
when such large numbers of Jews began 
to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
Messiah, they were still allowed to stay 
in the synagogue, but they were known 
as "Nazarenes." And they were given re-
spect and attention, because many times, 
we find that Paul and the other apostles,. 
"reasoned with the Jews in the syna-
gogue." 

Now, while the other Jews celebrated 
their' Seder with the Passover Lamb 
according to the Law of Moses, these 
Hebrew Christians celebrated the same 

• occasion with the Seder of the Bread and 
Wine, depicting in their ceremonial the 
suffering, death and resurrection of their 
Lord. Thus there were two kinds of 
Seder celebrations in Israel side by side, 
.namely, the Jewish Seder with the Pass-
over Lamb, and the Hebrew Christian 
Seder with its Bread and Wine. 

With the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the Temple in A.D. 70, the Jewish Seder 
ceased, and the only Seder which sur-
vived within the Jewish nation was that 
of the Hebrew Christians, who continued 
to be an integral part of the Jewish com-
munity. Thereupon, this Seder, the chief 
elements of which were the Bread and 
the Wine, became the nucleus of the 
Seder celebrations of all Israel, which by 
degrees adopted it and made it their own. 
unconscious of the real story it told, and 
the real message it conveyed—a story  

and a message which was not effaced 
even by the embellishments subsequently 
added. 

CHRIST THE 13ROKON MATZO 

And now the secret is out, and the puz-
zle is solved, abundantly, conclusively, 
and unimpeachably. Read these amazing 
words which fell from the lips of the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself, on the very 
night when He gathered together in the 
Upper Room to take for the last time the 
Passover Supper with His disciples. He 
took up the Matzo and broke it, and gave 
pieces to the disciples and said to them, 
"Take, eat: this is my body, which is 
broken for you: this do in remembrance 
of me." 

He also took the cup of wine and then 
said to the disciples, "This cup is the New 
Testament in my blood: this do ye, as 
oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of 
me." See Matt. 26:26-28; Luke 22:14-18; 
I Cor. 11:23-26. 

And so dear Jewish readers, every time 
you break the Matzo on the Passover 
Night and every time you drink the cup 
of wine, you are unconsciously celebra-
ting the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ's 
body was broken for you and for me, on 
the Cross of Calvary 1900 years ago. 

Now the only question remains, since 
you are celebrating it unconsciously, why 
not come out openly and recognize in 
your inmost soul that the entire Passover 
is a reminder year after year that God 
redeemed you through the precious blood 
of His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ ? 
And if you will recognize this solemn 
fact and will appropriate it to yourself, 
and say with a childlike faith, "Lord, I 
do believe," then you will experience such 
a joy as you have never known before;  
and you will have the happiest Passover 
of all of your life! 

Is This Tolerance? 

FROM the Land of Israel comes dis-
concerting news as to the treatment 
handed out to such members of the 

Jewish race who choose to accept the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the Messiah and 
Saviour foretold by the Jewish prophets 
of old, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, etc. 

The new constitution of Israel guaran-
tees "freedom of conscience and the free 
excercise of worship to every individual". 
Is there any honest reason why on this 
professed principle of individual freedom 
a Jew cannot remain a member of the 
Jewish State and the Jewish Nation if he 
professes faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? 

A retired missionary of a British. Mis-
sion to Jews recently wrote to the Editor 
of the Jewish Chronicle complaining of 
the treatment meted out to Hebrew 
Christians in Palestine. In a footnote to 
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the letter, the Editor drew ,attention t 
the new Constitution and emphatically 
denied any discrimination. The Chiet 
Rabbi, replying to allegations • by the 
Archbishop of York regarding the treat-
ment of Christians, expressed similar 
sentiments. In our view, this new depar-
ture in the question of the status of the 
individual would mean a decisive turning 
point in the life of • Judaism. In this cas 
the Hebrew Christian is the acid test. 

Jews have never admitted either th 
sincerity of a Hebrew Christian or his 
good will. Every advance on the part of 
Jewish Christians towards their brethren 
has been consistently ignored, if not ans-
wered with hostility. Jews may complain 
of the misdemeanor of "converts" in 
the past, but they usually overlook the 
tragic suffering of their converted breth-
ren, 

 
who try by every means to remain 

within the nation. 
Is it not time that our people shall 

wake up and play fair with any Jew any-
where who, of his own free will, chooses 
to take the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
Saviour? Is it not a tragedy that our 
Jewish people who shouted the loudest 
for "Tolerance", arc themselves intoler-
ant and .arrogant when it comes to the 
liberties and .the rights of the individual 
Jew to determine for himself what he 
shall do with regard to the Lord Jesus 
Christ ? Think it over, and remember also 
that your eternal destinies may be wrap- 
ped up in the question as to who is our 
Jewish Messiah. 
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