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Who is the Meshumed? 
T is a sad commentary both on the 
intolerance and on the ignorance of 
some of our misguided Jewish peo- 

ple, when they vociferously and furiously 
shout at us the opprobrium, "Meshu- 

med"! 
Bigotry and intolerance and pride, 

these have produced more bloodshed and 
more human agony than all other human 
emotions put together. It, was bigotry 
that caused the slaughter of so many 
thousands of innocent victims in the dark 
days of Machiavelli and the unspeakably 
horrible Spanish Inquisition. Our Jewish 
people were tortured, they were drown-
ed, they were exiled, they were mas-
sacred, all because of bigotry and in-
tolerance. 

But we are now in America, and in the 
enlightened hour of the twentieth cen-
tury. May we ask, therefore, purely on 
the question of bigotry, why should some 
of our Jewish fanatics turn with bitter 
hate against their fellow Jews, bone of 
their bone, flesh of their flesh, who out 
of a conscientious conviction, have come 
to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as Mes-
siah and Saviour ?' We have not turned 

r.to be Gentiles, we have not changed our 
names, nor our faces, nor have we de-
nied our racial extractions. We are still 
Jews, only we have a little bit the better 
of the rest of our people because we 
know that we have salvation through our 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, who of 
all beings that ever lived upon this earth, 
dared to cry out to the world, "he that 
believeth on Me hath everlasting life." 
This same Lord Jesus Christ dared to 
announce to the proud boastful Pharisees 
of that day : 

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts 
of your father ye will do. Re was a murderer 
(loin Ib. 1.4'zitining. and abode not in the truth, 

because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for 
he is a liar, and the father of it. And because 
I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. Which 
of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the 
truth, why do ye not believe me? 

John 8:44,46,46. 

.Thousands of Jews, in fact, nearly one 
million Jews, in the first century of what 
we call the Christian era, became follow-
ers of the Lord Jesus Christ. But the 
Jewish synagogue of the early days of 
the Christian era practiced tolerance. It 
was the famous Rabbi Gamaliel who gave 
them mighty fine advice, so fine that it 
is very important for us to repeat it to 
you in these columns : 

Then stood there up one in the council, a 
Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, 
had in reputation among all the people, and 
commanded to put the apostles forth a little. 
space; and said unto them, Ye men of Israel, 
take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do 
as touching these men....And now I say unto 
you, Refrain from these men, and let them 
alone: for if this counsel or this work be of 
men, it will come to nought: But if it be of 
God, ye cannot overthrow It; lest haply ye be 
found even to tight against God. 

Acts 6:34,35,38,39. 

And this Gamaliel was a Pharisee ! So 
you see even one of the great leaders of 
the Jewish people of that day, proud, 
edu4ated, cultured, perhaps arrogant al-
so, had enough decency to respect his 
Jewish fellow men who dared to come 
out openly and confess their faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour and as 
their long looked for Messiah. So much 
for bigotry. 

And now we come to.the question of 
ignorance. Do you know what the word 
Meshumed means? Do you have any idea 
what you are talking about when you 
refer to a Jewish Christian as a "Meshu-
med ?" Suppose we look a moment at our 
own Chumash, for the original meaning 
of the word Shamad : 

We find it is used in Leviticus 26:30. 
Here God says, "I will destroy your high 
places." And the word used is made up 
from the root word Shamad. Here God is 
talking to our own forefathers, and kle.4  
tells them plainly through Moses that if 
they disobey His commandments, then, 
the following terrible punishments will 
come upon them : 

Then I will walk contrary unto you also in 
fury; and I, even I, will chastise you seven 
times for your sins. And ye shall eat the flesh 
of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters 
shall ye eat. And I will destroy your high 
places. and cut down your images, and cast 
your carcases upon the carcases of your idols, 
and my soul shall abhor you. 

Leviticus '26:28,29,30. 

The Chumash is full of those warnings. 
But we will quote just one more. This 
time it is from Deuteronomy 28:48: 

Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies 
which the Lord shall send against thee, in 
hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and 
in want of all things: and he shall put a yoke 
of iron upon thy neck; until he have destroyed 
thee. 

• 
"Until he have destroyed thee." Here 

again is the word Shamad, and if you will 
'have an honest mind, and read carefully 
you will see that it has to do with the-
entire people of Israeli; you will see 
that it contains the amazing prophecy—
which has been fulfilled to the letter—
that our people will be scattered over the 
face of the earth, that the Lord will bring 
a nation against us from afar, and He will 
drive us out of the land of milk and hon-
ey, and we shall wander over the face of 
the earth, until we shall all have been 
"geshamat"! 

So now, Mr. Reader, if you are an hon-
est Jew, tell us who are the Meshumu-
dim ? We Jews who have accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our Messiah, have 
done so, because we have believed God's 
Word, and we have come to God through 
His only begotten Son, and in accordance 
with His promise, we have had our sins 
forgiven, and we are the possessors of 
eternal life. 

But you, dear friend, who read these 
lines, what have you got ? Are you not 
still under this terrible punishment 
whereby God has scattered our peoPle 
over the face -of the earth, and whereby 
He has turned His face from you? In the 

What Say the Prophets of Messiah? 
Jews are surprised when told that the Bible contains hundreds of testi-

monies and proofs of the identity of the Messiah. Moses spoke of Him. 
Micah also prophesied as to His place of birth and His Person. And Abraham 
said, "Son, remember! If they hear not Moses and the Prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead." Send us 5(‘ in stamps, 
if you are interested, and ask for our folder, "Son, Remember!" 
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synagogues, you pray and you weep, and 
you shed' bitter tears. Does God ever 
answer your prayers? Have you ever 
stopped to ask yourself as an hunest 
man, why is this so? 

We are happy to report that many 
hundreds of Jews are coming to us con-
tinually, seeking the truth, and when 
they find it, they obtain everlasting 
peace, and joy, and the sure knowledge 
of eternal life. We are not Meshumudim; 
we are the true children of Israel. It is 
the great body of our intolerant, bigot-
ted, and proud Jewish leaders who arc 

Dit. JOIACHIbi HEINRICH BIESENTHAL 
was born in the Grand Duchy of 
Posen, of pious and strict Jew-
ish parents. His early education 

was chiefly confined to the study of the 
national law and tradition. Through 
much self-denial and sacrifice on the part 
of his parents, he was able to have les-
sons from the best teachers and most 
learned Talmudist scholars of the day. 
He was called a "Bachur," a student of 
the Hamidrash, and was intended for the 
study of the law. 

The Talmudic principle, "Know well 
what to answer an infidel," moved his 
father to insist that he should join with 
the study of the Talmud that of the Holy 
Scriptures and Jewish poetry. He soon 
found, however, that as regarding his 
study of the Bible, his teachers had very 
little knowledge; and he was left to his 
own diligence and perseverance. When he 
questioned them as to their lack of inter-
est in the Holy Scriptures, they said, 
"The Talmud warns us, 'Keep your 
children from the study of the Holy 
Scriptures.' " They believed that it was 
not only .a useless study and waste of 
time; but also a danger to one's piety. Al-
though he was but a child, Joiachim won-
dered why it was a danger to one's piety 
to read that which Moses and the Pro-
phets had written. 

WITH THE TOP SCHOLARS 

When he was 15 years of age, he was 
sent to the famous Jewish school at Ra-
witsch, where he received instructions 
from very learned Rabbis, among them 
being the famous Rabbi Herzfeld of Eu-
ropean renown. The celebrated Heiden-
heim, the greatest Jewish critic and 
grammarian, took an interest in him, and 
helped him to the treasures of Jewish 
literature. 

At the age of 40, he went to Berlin, 
where for the first time, he made the ac- 

the Meshumudim. Would you not like 
to come to us, at least to make inquiry as 
to the truth that we have to tell you ? 
But above all, when you hear 'anybody 
tell you about being Geshmat and calling 
us Meshumudim, that will be the signal 
for you to be a man and to hush their 
mouths and to tell them that they are 
ignorant and that they do not practice 
toward us of their own flesh and blood, 
the tolerance for which they beg so per-
sistently from the Christian people gen - 
erally. Remember once more, if you want 
tolerance, you must give tolerance. 

quaintance of a Christian family. He was 
puzzled with their pious living, and won-
dered when they told him that this Jesus 
that they believed in and worshipped was 
the Jewish Messiah. The admonition of 
the Talmud came back to him, "Know 
well how, to answer an infidel," and so he. 
determined to search the Scriptures to 
find out wherein these people were 
wrong in accepting the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

IF YOU SINCERELY ASK GOD, HE WILL 
OPEN YOUR EYES 

With the earnest prayer, "Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of Thy law" (Psalm 119':18), 
he set about to search for the Truth. As 
he studied and compared the Scriptures, 
as he read what Moses and the Prophets 
wrote, he' became more and more con-
vinced that these Christian friends 
weren't wrong; that this Jesus who had 
been rejected of men was the Messiah of 
Israel. Hadn't Moses written : 

And the Lord said unto me....I will raise 
them up a Prophet from among their breth-
ren, like unto thee, and will put my words in 
his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all 
that I shall command him. And it shall come 
to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto 
my words which he shall speak in my name. 
I will require it of him. Deuteronomy 18:17-19. 

And Isaiah, the Prophet had foretold 
concerning the Messiah: 

He is despised and rejected of men: a man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and we 
hid as It were our faces from him; he was 
despised. and we esteemed him not....But ho 
was wounded for our transgressions. he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him: and with his 
stripes we are healed. Isaiah 53:8,6. 

Still more astonishing, Daniel had pre-
dicted: 

....after threescore and two weeks shall 
Messiah be cut off, but not for himself. 

Daniel 9:26. 
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As he read these and other prophecies , 
concerning the Messiah, he had to be 
honest with himself, and admit the Truth 
—that Jesus Christ who had come in 
this world as a Babe in Bethlehem, wh 
had suffered and died for the sins of the , 
world, was truly the Messiah of Israel. 

IiG TELLS OTHERS 

Not being content to keep this good 
news to himself, he set about with God's 
help to go among his own brethren and 
tell them the news that the long-awaited 
Messiah had already come, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ was His Name. 

He went to Leipzig, knowing it was 
the resort of many Jews from Poland, 
Russia, Turkey, Greece, Persia, and even 
from America. Here he opened a centre 
where he taught from the Old and New 
Testament, showing how Jesus fulfilled 
every prediction given concerning the 
Messiah. He served as a missionary , 
among his own people for 37 years. Dur-
ing this time he was able to master andl 
speak 14 different languages. 

Not only was he a great teacher, but 
a writer as well. His gift of knowledge 
was so marked, that he became one of 
the outstanding writers of his day.. Jew-
ish 

 
historians such as Dr. Isaac Jost and,i 

Jewish authors such as Dr. Julius Furstel 
bore the highest testimony to his ability;-  I 
He was to the end, a real Jew—for he 
not only believed in the Writings of 
Moses and the Prophets, but had found 
Him of whom they wrote ; even Jesus 
Christ, our Messiah and Saviour. 

An Outstanding Talmudist Finds 

His Messiah 
by H. Koser 
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