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Who Killed the Prophets? 

Who Stoned God's Missionaries? 

O
PPOSITION to God's truth, and to 
God's messengers (missionaries) 
is the sad history of our people; 

they have always followed stubbornly 
their blind leaders, and have persecuted 
the messengers of God. It was this per-
verseness that wrung from the heart of 
the Lord Jesus Christ the agonized cry, 
"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that kill-
est the prophets, and stonest them that 
arc sent unto thee !" False prophets our 
fathers accepted.. God's true prophets 
they rejected. 

JEREMIAH WAS A MISSIONARY 

Let us take as example Jeremiah of 
our prophets. Jeremiah was a mission-
ary. A missionary is one who is sent of 
God with a message to the people. This 
was the task of Jeremiah. And this also 
is our task. Jeremiah was a missionary: 
we are missionaries! 

Jeremiah prophesied during the last 
dismal days of the kingdom of Judah. 
The nation had degraded itself beyond 
belief. The vilest. forms of idolatry were 
practiced. In the Valley of Hinnom des-
cendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
actually burned their children alive as 
offerings to Moloch! Despite these hid-
eous orgies, the priests and false prophets 
told the people that while the Temple 
stood in jerusalem the city would never 
fall! 

-5AV NOT, I AM A CHILD!" 

In the midst of this depraved condition 
the word of the Lord came to a mild, 
timid, sensitive youth. Jeremiah did not  

want to become a prophet, he protested. 
Like Moses of old he couldn't speak flu-
ently ; and besides he was a mere child: 

But the Lord said unto him, Say not, I ant a 
child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send 
thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou 
shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces: for I 
am with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord. 
Jeremiah 1:7,8. 

These words put iron into the spine of 
the timid lad. In the strength of the Lord, 
eremiah denounced Israel's sins. He 

faced the priests and false prophets: He 
withstood the fury of kings. Jeremiah 
did not pour perfume on the cancer! That 
is what the modern rabbis do; to them 
sin is only an error. It can be convenient-
ly forgotten on the couch of the psychia-
trist. To Jeremiah sin was rebellion 
against the Holy One of Israel. It was 
bringing God's judgment ! Jeremiah told 
them the truth fearlessly. They hated 
him. 

We missionaries arc modern Jere-
miahs. We fearlessly proclaim the re-
vealed Will of God to our people. Our 
message is not popular, but it is true. 
Jeremiah was hated. So are we. 

Permeating Jeremiah's message was a 
new and radical theme. Reformation was 
needed, but it was not enough. Just as 
the Ethiopian could not change his skin 
or the leopard his spots, neither could an 
outward reformation bring any perman-
ent change. A circumcised heart was 
needed! 

Jeremiah's message electrified the peo-
ple. But the priests, and false prophets, 
were eager to do away with this gadfly. 

They sought his death. 

WHEN THE 1'IZA)1.'HI.:71"1ELL5 THE TRITT.H. — 

KILL HIM! 

The 26th chapter of Jeremiah tells the 
bitterness of the priests against the pro-
phet. We find there that Jeremiah had 
delivered a message concerning the des-
truction of Jerusalem that was strikingly 
similar to a later prediction by the Lord 
Jesus Christ: 

Then will I loake....this city a curse to all 
the nations of, the ,artli. Jeremiah 26:6. 

We find further that just as centuries 
later their successors condemned Jesus 
of Nazareth, So the priests condemned 
Jeremiah to death: 

Nov it came to pass, when :Jeremiah had 
'made till end of speaking' all that the Lord had 
C011meinded him to speak unto all the people, 
that the priests sold thfl prOrnelS curt tttl the 
people took him sayIng. Thou shalt surely die! 
Jeremiah 26:8. 

This judgment was no rash act made on 
the spur of the moment. It was the con-
sidered deliberation of the priests. And 
when the princes came to consider the. 
matter, here is what the priests repeated 
to them : 

Tio•n 	ke tit, prie,1 	!id the prophets  unto 

th.• prii,••••., and to all Ow 	 saying... This 
1,111 k W(WthY 10 'lift; for he h%1111 priipilf`Sied 

:Ig:IillSt this oily. as ye have heart} with your 
ears. ..leremiah 26:11. 

For once in the history of Judah, the 
Princes rejected the unjust judgment of 
the priests, and J eremiah narrowly es-
caped death: 

Then swirl the prine,s and till  the, pArno muc, 
the priests and to the prophets: This man is 
not worthy to die: for he bath spoken to its in 
the name of the Lord our God. Jeremiah 24:16. 

Jeremiah had escaped death ; but a fel-
low prophet, another faithful servant of 
God, was slain to appease the vindictive 
priests! Urijah was murdered for preach-
ing the Word of God! 

And they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt. 
and brought him unto Jebotakim the King: 
who slew him with the sword, and cast his 
dead body into the graves of the common peo- 
ple. 	jeremiah 26:23. 

What Is a Christian? 

Ask the average Jew, 'What is a Christian?" and his answer may 
surprise you. He thinks that everyone who is not born a Jew is a Christian! 
What inexcusable ignorance! Would you care to know the real facts? Ask 
for our special folder, "What Is a Christian?" Send us 5/' to cover postage 
and printing. 
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Still the priests were not satisfied, they 
persisted in their hatred towards Jere-
miah. He was denounced as a charlatan. 
He was imprisoned and put in stocks and 
in a dungeon. Later he escaped and did 
not return to Jerusalem until the king 
was defeated by Nebuchadnezzar. 

REVENGE AT LAST — MURDER 

Again Jeremiah was arrested for his 
fearless proclamation of the truth, this 
time by Zedekiah, the last king of Judah. 
Jeremiah was imprisoned in a vermin-in-
fested cistern and was not released until 
the very event that he had .foretold took 
place. On the ninth of Ab, 588, B.C., Ne-
buchadnezzar razed the city of Jerusalem ; 
and the bitter Babylonian Captivity be-
gan. Jeremiah was released and went to 
Egypt with some of his brethren. Even 
there he preached against their continued 

ET not your heart be troubled: ye 
believe in God, believe also in me. 
In my Father's house are many 

[ mansions : if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself ; that where I am, there ye may 
be also. And whither I go .ye know, and 
the way ye know. 

Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know 
not whither thou goest ; and how can we 
know the way ? 	. 

Jesus saith unto him, 
I am the way, the truth, and the life : 

no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me. If ye had known me, ye should have 
known my Father also : and from hence-
forth ye knoW him, and have seen him. 

Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us 
the Father, and it sufficeth us. 

Jesus saith unto him, 
Have I been so long time with you, 

and yet hast thou not known me, Philip ? 
he that hath seen me hath seen the Fath-
er; and how sayest thou then, Show us 
the Father ? Believest thou not that I am 
in the Father, and the Father in me ? the 
words that I speak unto you I speak not 
of myself : but the Father that dwelleth 
in me, he doeth the works. Believe me 
that I am in the Father, and the Father 
in me: or else believe me for the very 
work's sake. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
1 believeth on me, the works that I do shall 
j he do also ;and greater works than these 

:r-  shall he do; because I go unto my Father.  

idolatry. A well-authenticated legend 
says that he was stoned to death by his 
own people. 

The truth of a message is never hind-
ered by murdering the messenger. Jere-
miah was a true missionary. He did not 
preach his own ideas, he proclaimed the 
Word of God. Jeremiah was murdered. 
But the Word of God still lives ! If 
our forefathers of Jeremiah's day had 
only listened to his message, the bitter 
experience of the Captivity in Babylon 
would never have come to us ! 

There have always been haters of the 
truth, and haters of the missionaries who 
gave out God's truth. But they brought 
only misery for our beloved people. Re-
ject such false leaders ! Accept Him of 
whom Jeremiah and our other prophets 
wrote, the Lord Jesus Christ. In Him is 
life 'eternal! 

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, 
that will I do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any 
thing in my name, I will do it. 

If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
And I will pray the Father, and he shall 
give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever; even the Spirit 
of truth; whom the world cannot re-
ceive, because it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him: but ye know him ; for he 
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I 
will not leave you comfortless : I will 
come to you. 

Yet a little while, and the world seeth 
me no more ; but ye see me: because I 
live, ye shall live also. At that day ye 
shall know that I am in my Father, and 
ye in me, and I in you. He that hath my 
commandments, and keepeth them, he it 
is that loveth me: and he that loveth me 
shall be loved of my  Father, and I will 
love him, and will manifest myself to 
him. 

Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, 
Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest 
thyself unto us, and -not unto the world? 

Jesus answered and said unto him, 
If a man love me, he,will keep my 

words : and my Father wil love him, and 
we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him. He that loveth me not 
keepeth not my sayings: and the word 
which ye hear is not mine, but the 
Father's which sent me. 

These things have I spoken unto you, 
being yet present with you. But the Com-
forter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom 
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the Father will send in my name, he shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you. 

Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you : not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid. Ye have 
heard how I said unto you, I go away, 
and come again unto you. If ye loved me, 
ye would rejoice, because I said, I go un-
to the Father : for my Father is greater 
than I. And now I have told you before 
it come to pass, that, when it is come to 
pass, ye might believe. 

Hereafter I will not talk much with 
you : for the prince of this world cometh, 
and hath nothing in me. But that the 
world may know that I love the Father; 
and as the Father gave me command-
ment, even so I do. 

Arise, let us go hence. (John 14:1-31.) 

Tolerance is a two-way street. Don't 
demand tolerance from the Christian until 
you give tolerance to your own fellow 
Jews who have accepted our Jewish 
Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ ! Don't 
call them "Mesumedim"! It might well 
be that you are the real meshumed! 

A Drink From The Fountain 
One day before He was crucified, this is what the Lord Jesus Christ told 
His disciples. What would you say and do if you knew that tomorrow 

would be your last day on Earth? 
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