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What's Ahead 
for Israel in 5713? 

Is 5713 the Year of Decision? The Ides of March were Fatal for Caesar. What about the 9th of Ab, for Israel? Has the 
Hour come for National Repentance? Read on, Dear Reader, and think! 

By DANIEL FUCHS 

A Jew who believes on the Lord Jesus Christ 

TIE 	T

ninth of Ab is a day of hitter 
portent to the Jews. Three na-
tional tragedies occurred on this 

dreadful date.  
It was ctrl the ninth of Ab, 588 B.C., 

that the city of Jerusalem fell to Ne-
bitchadnezzar. For centuries God had 
sent his prophets, beseeching the people 
to forsake the idols of the nations and to 
return to Him. The prophets were rejec-
ted. God warned against making alliances 
with the surrounding nations. The warn-
ings were spurned and Judah became the 
battleground of the nations. Still the 
people rejected God and He finally sent 
judgment. TWO times Nebuchadnezzar 
attacked, and the best of the Jewish 
youths were taken into captivity. Still 
the people refused God. 

nut- th.•:.- 1...i.0,..1 the ti,...,,,,,,get,; of God, 

and dest,ised his words, :.n.1 misused his pr,..-
phets, unt it I he wit th of the Lord a rose 
against his people, till there was no reinedy. 

2 Chroificles :9;:j.;. 

A third time Nebuchadnezzar attack-
ed. This time he mercilessly sle‘y the in-
habitants and razed the city. It was the 
ninth of Al)! Jerusalem was destroyed, 
the Iliabylonian Captivity hail begun! 

()NUE A101;11: THE 9th OF :113 

Seven and a half centuries later, in 70 
A.D., on the ninth of Ab, the bitterest 
calamity of Jewish history fell. Jeru-
salem was destroyed again, this time by 
the I..oman Emperor Titus. 

Stubborn Israel had not learned her  

lesson. The first destruction was a result 
of their treatment of the prophets, -They 
were stoned, they were sawn asunder, 
were tempted, were slain with the sword: 
they wandered about in sheepskins and 
goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tor-
mented." Hebrews 11:37. 

In the fulness of time God sent I-Es 
Son hoping that they would receive Him. 
They had rejected. the prophets; now the 
leaders rejected Him of Whom the pro-
phets wrote, they rejected the Lord Jesus 
Christ. They chose a pseudo-Messiah, 
Darabbas, and rejected the Son of God. 
Rejecting Him, they chose destruction. 
With heavy heart our Lord foretold their 
doom, 

0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which kiliest the 

prophets., and slonest them that are sent mit() 
thee; how (.1 HAI would 1 have gathered thy 
children together, as a. hen ':loth gather her 
brood under her wings, and ye would not! 

house is left unto you desolate• 
Luke 

This sal proiAlecy by our Lord was lit-
erally fulfilled. Titus did not want to de-
stroy Jerusalem and the Temple. Fanati-
cal zealots forced his hand. Jerusalem 
was besieged, the city destroyed. 

The carnage is described by the jewish 
historian Graets: 

On 111,.. ;'tit Al., the .1101...ans Iuatlt anolher 
de.sperate sally, fait \vele 	 by :In 

overpoweling force of the. 1.e.siege.rs. Ent the  

hour of the Pity's (100111 Wtlf,  about to at 

:MO iii St ril< 	).;,Vf' a lc echo that Nvotild ring 

through the eetituiles to collie. The 1.i,..sieged 
e futriouS onslititglIt 1111.011 

th..h• 	 d...feattd, and 
orivon 	It. 	:41,..4ternig. \volts. 

laa this 	t  hoy wto, 

the: 	ns, ono, 	wont, st•i•,,,ing a horning  

tirttbraittl, nit totited upon it coturitdc.•8 
ant flung  his Ito-Hid... tuissite through the so- 

golden witelov.• of the 1.'einple. The lire 
blazed lip; it caught the wooden beams t t the 

saitetuary, and rose ill lit' nws 11,:ivt•tiwards. 

At this sight the liravest of the judeans re-
coiled terror-strieken. Titus hurried to the spot 

with his troops, and shouted to the soldier's to 

extinguish the 1.1:1 I ics. 	 hiln. 

'111,3 Iti:V=idt,tit.:6 	 Pill 	into the courts 
...if the htlitplt.t, Initrat,ring oil who  came within 

their reach, and hurlinh their firebrands into 
the Hazing building. 'Titus, Inlaid., to email)l 
his leg:ions. and urged hy curiosity, penetrat-
ed into  the, Holy of Holies. 

-Meanwhile, the Judeans, clesperate in their 
closed. wildly NVith their assail-

ants. Tin shouts of victory, the shrielis of des-

pair, tilt: tierce hissing-  of the flames, niaking 
the ver,y earth treinhle and the air vibra.te, rose 
in one Ilidemis 	 from the  tot- 

tering \vat's of the Sanctuary to the ntoutita 
;titshtti 	of .1 uth.a. There were congreL.titteil clus- 

ters of Irettil,littg  pattple from all the country 
round, ych., 	ill the ascending flames the 
sign that the glory of their nation had departed 
forever. Nally of the inhahilants .,1 
unwitting- t o  ,ininve  their beho,..ai 'remple. east 
theiuselve:s headlong into the hurtling  Diu ss.--̀ .." 
];111 ltl"tts:uufx of 1,1,01. 

111 	Snit 1..1 	t.11 	1.11, 	4,11:4;t11011. 	1 11. 	111, 	l',..,1.4111111; 

;1 11.1 the rapidly in...teasing flames, clung fond- 
ly to II., iiiner 	 halt 11+4, they 1,00, 

111111,1itiiitil 	the 1,,..1%-;1.1,,,i1", lip:: Of false pro- 
phets, that God v.'...10.1 save then . by :t. 

at. the very ntotoettt 	tit•-tt rw:tioti 	They fell 
but an easier pre:6-  to the remiatis, who slew 

sonity six thousand 	the snot. Th, temple was 
burnt t.. the grout ! :tn.'. 0111Y N. 	smoulder- 
ing ruins were lefi, rising like  gigantic ghosts 
)Toni the its1...•s. 

It was the ninth of :\b! Jerusalem was 
destroyed, the nineteen century-long dis-
ltcrsit.tn hail  

HADRIAN TO 1.1.1T 

Early in the next cei.tury Hadrian 
gave the Jews 1A:1- mission to rebuild the 
Temple. Instead of thanking-  the Emper-
or they secretly hated him, and planned 
revolt. They Were led ill these prepara-
tions by the famed 'Rabbi Akiba. The 
rey.,lution was well planned, but lacked 
a brilliant leader. Suddenly there appear-
ed one wild seemed to be the incarnation 

The True Meaning of the Jewish Holy Days 
Why do we Jews weep and lament on Rosh Hashana, when the people 

of all other nations rejoice on their New Year? Da you know the true mean-
ing of Rosh Hashana, of Yom Kippur, or Succoth? Do you know why you 
kill a chicken on Yom Kippur? Or why you eat Matzo, at Pesach? Send us 
54 in stamps and we will mail you a copy of our booklet, "The Meaning of 
the Jewish Holy Days." 
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of the nation's will. His name was Bar 
Kosiba. Akiba saw in hini the needed 
leader for the revolt. Making a play out 
of the Hebrew words of the biblical pro-
phecy, he. proclaimed, "Kosiba has arisen 
as a star (Cochba) in Jacob. He is The 
Messiah !" The Jews eagerly accepted 
this false Messiah who took the name of 
Bar Cochba (son of a star). Fanned by 
Messianic hope the Jews were led from 
one victory to another until it became 
necessary for Hadrian to summon his 
ablest general, Julius Severus, from Brit-
ain to Palestine. Instead of accepting 
open battle with the Jews, blockade was 
laid to the land. Starvation set in within 
the Jewish camp. Once again the Romans 
attacked on the plains of Megiddo. Cita-
del after citadel fell to the onslaught. 
The .last to fall was Bethar. For a year 
this fortress withstood the siege. Finally, 
a traitor showed the Romans a subter-
ranean entrance. Again we quote Graetz 
who thus describes the slaughter: 

Horses were said to wade to the nozzle in 
blood—a river of Mood flowed into the distant-
sea, carrying bodies along with it. One can 
scarcely credit the numbers said to have been 
slain, and yet they were confirmed by Jewish 
and Greek historians. The authentic historian 
Dio Cassius relates that besides those who 
died of hunger and fire, there fell half a mil-
lion Jews. 

It was the ninth of Ab! 

WHAT ABOUT 5712? 1952? 

The ninth of Ab comes every year. It 
will come again this year in 5712. It falls 
on August 7th, 1952. What will happen 
to the Jews this year ? Do we again face 
Armageddon ? We are not setting dates 
for the coming battle of Armageddon; 
but once more Israel has turned her back 

THE new Nation of Israel is the 
world's most disillusioning blun-
der. Four years ago Israel had one 

of the highest standards of living in the 
world. Now she is on the brink of star-
vation. THE JEWISH OBSERVER of London, 
England, in a front page article under 
the forlorn sub-heading, "Israel Drops 
Into the Malnutrition Class," describes 
her plight, 

• This week, nutrition figures for Israel were 
published which show that Israel has dropped 
below the danger line of malnutrition—below 
Egypt and Iraq; far below that of Western 
Germany. 

The mirage of a land "flowing with 
milk and honey" has faded into the sands 
of malnutrition. The glowing hopes of 
yesterday have metamorphosed into the 
grim reality of today's breadlines. Why 
should these things be ?  

on the Word of God, and is defiantly fac-
ing the future in her own strength. Is-
rael faces Armageddon. Zionism is not 
a spiritual, nor even a religious, move-
ment. It is political. The new State of 
Israel is not depending upon the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It claims to 
be self-sufficient. 

ANOTHER NINTH OF AB 

Many of us can remember the start-
ling news of June 28, 1914. The world 
was aflame, World War I had begun. It 
was the ninth of Ab! And this conflagra-
tion did not end until Palestine was 
opened to the Jews. Modern Zionism had 
its birth. Thousands of Jews have gone 
back to Israel looking for a homeland. 
But they are disillusioned; they face an-
other Armageddon ! As far as history is 
concerned, the ninth of Ab could be called 
Armageddon Day. Nebuchadnezzar. ap-
proached Jerusalem from the valley of 
Megiddo. Titus attacked from the valley 
of Megiddo. Julius Severus defeated Bar 
Cochba in the valley of Megiddo. 

Once again the armies of Israel are 
maneuvering in this valley ! 

O Israelite, why do you persist in fol-
lowing blindly the rabbis who continue 
to be false to the Word of God? Learn 
the lesson of the ninth of Ab! Reject the 
teachings of the false prophets. Accept 
the teachings of Moses, of David, of 
Jeremiah, of Isaiah. Search your own 
Scriptures with an open and prayerful 
heart. In them you will find that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is the Messiah of Is-
rael. Accept Him. He is your only hope 
of eternal life. He will save you not 
merely from another Armageddon but 
also from the wrath to come. 

The answer is clear. Zionism is a fail-
ure because it is a political system and 
not a spiritual force. In their own 
strength our leaders have resolutely 
forged this new nation; but they have 
forgotten the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. Read the words of our Psalmist, 

Except the Lord build the house, they labor 
in vain that build 'it: except the Lord keep 
the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. It 
is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, 
to eat the bread of sorrows. Psalm 127:1. 

We have built the house ourselves and 
we have ignored God. Therefore, all our 
labor is in vain. 

But that is not all. Continued rebellion 
against God will bring sure judgment: 

And if ye walk contrary unto Me. and will 
nut hearken unto Me: I will bring seven limes 
inure plagues upon you according to your sins. 
Leviticus 26:21. 
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See how literally the article in the Ap 
ril issue of THE JEWISH OBSERVER repor 
the fulfillment of prophecy : 

And when I have broken the staff of your 
bread, ten women shall bake your bread in 
one oven, and they shall deliver you your 
bread again by weight: and ye shall eat, and 
not be satisfied. Leviticus 26:26. 

The suffering that is going on in Israel 
is not alone the result of an "enemy ac-
tion." It is not due only to the anti-Semi-
tism of the "goyim." There is only one 
real cause : "God says, 

Ye walk contrary unto Me, and will not 
hearken unto Me. 

The same Word of God which tells the 
reason for our misery also proclaims the 
cure. The Bible tells of the coming One 
through Whom our sin might be for-
given. He is our Messiah, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Turn in faith to Him and your 
misery will be turned into joy. God has 
a cure for the land of Israel. It is found 
in 2 Chronicles 7:14— 

If my people, which are called by My Name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek 
My face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear triwi heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and WILL HEAL THEIR LAND. 

Starvation In Israel 
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