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A Day —But No Atonement 
or 

Why Go To Shoo' ? 
"My people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and 

hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water" (Jeremiah 2:13) 

(C 	APPY NEW YEAR!" "May your 
name be inscribed in the Book 
of Life !" are the greetings we 

shall hear during this month. Cards will 
be exchanged, and arrangements will be 
made for celebrating the High Festivals. 
On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur al- 
most every Jew will make an effort to 
visit the synagogue. All over the world, 
in every place where there is a commun-
ity of Jews the synagogues will be busy—
not only the formal synagogues, but spec-
ial halls will be hired, and even theatres 
will be used, to house the great crowds 
that will want to "Go to Shool" on these 
solemn days. During these holidays most 
ews like to put in an appearance in the 

synagogue even if they don't fast or re-
main there more than a short time. They 
feel that they must be "Good Jews" once 
a year, and go to shool—at least for the 
Kill Nidre. 

Every year we hear the same opinions 
expressed, such as, "Fasting now and 
.then is good for the constitution !" or "I 
like to be a good Jew once a year!" Why 
do we act in this manner ? Is it simply 
because we don't like to break with the 
age-old customs, or some religious in-
stinct bred in us ? Or do we merely do 
this as a show for others—we like to be 
seen in the synagogue at least during the 
High Festivals as a sign that we have 
not broken with Judaism completely ? 
Very rarely 'does a Jew give even a mo-
mentary thought to the true purpose of 
the Day of Atonement—to obtain for-
giveness of sins. 

ARE THE FESTIVALS OF ROSH HASHANAH 
AND YOM KIPPUR SCRIPTURAL? 

The manner in which these two Holy 
Days are celebrated is not in accordance 
with the Tenach. Nowadays, New Year 
is held on the first of the month of Tishri, 
and the Day of .  Atonement on the tenth 
day of the same month. But the Law of 
Moses states categorically that the New 
Year should be at .the beginning of the 
month of Nisan, or two weeks before 
Passover, as it is written, ."This month 
(i.e. Nisan) shall be unto you the begin-
ning of months," (Exodus 12:2.) 

Although the Day of Atonement is 
held on the correct date, the ritual for 
the day is nothing like it should be, for 
there can be no proper Day of Atone-
ment without the Temple, priesthood and 
sacrifice,. all of which were commanded 
by God in His Word. What is observed 
today, and has been for the past two 
thousand years is an attempt to do some-
thing that bears a resemblance to the 
real thing. The principal feature of Yom 
Kippur today is, of course, the fast, yet 
we were never commanded by God to 
fast. The Tenach says. "It is the blood 
that maketh an atonement for the soul" 
(Leviticus 17:11). The idea of fasting is 
taken by the rabbis from the words, "Ye 
shall afflict your souls". The word for 
"Afflict" is Anab (roy) and is every-
where translated as "Abase" or "Hum-
ble", and never as "Fast", and quite evi-
dently means "Repent", for the whole 
text reads, "Ye shall afflict your souls, 
and offer offerings . . unto the Lord." 
(Leviticus 23 :27). The word for "Fast" is 
"Tzum" (ralY), as every Jew knows, and  

this word is never used in the Tenach in 
connection with the Day of Atonement. 
In one of the early prayers for this day 
that was used by Jews for close on 2,000 
years, and is still used by some commun-
ities, we read these words, "We fast to 
diminish our blood and fat in place of the 
blood that was sprinkled. . . The honour 
of the glorious house has departed from 
us; and we have no forgiveness, and no 
atonement." 
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In other words, God says we must af-
flict our souls by penitence and sacrifice, 
whilst the rabbis say that we must af-
flict our bodies by fasting, and that the 
act of fasting is in itself meritorious. 

Since the Temple was destroyed, and 
the priesthood : abolished, we have been 
unable to hold a proper Day of Atone-
ment. Instead, our learned rabbis and 
teachers who, without exception, have 
failed to understand why the Omnipotent 
God permitted His Holy House to be des-
troyed, have devised the principle of fast-
ing as a substitute for the obligatory 
sacrifice the Law of Moses demands, and 
without which there can be no atone-
ment. 

WHAT YOU DO, AND WHAT IOU GET 

As the Day of Atonement is not being 
observed according to the Word of God, 
it follows that it cannot produce any re-
sults. As a Jew who has been through 
all this, I know that very few of the vast 
number of Jews who will participate in 
any way in the prayers and fasting will 
give any thought to the spiritual signifi-
cance of what they are doing. But there 
are some who do. Yet, nevertheless, even 
these pious Jews, after their "Slichot" 
(rnrp5o), weeping, repentance and fast-

ing, will have no assurance that they 
have received the atonement they seek, 
and that they are written in the Book of 
Life. 

Then why fast or observe the feasts? 
Is it just as a mark of solidarity with 
other Jews, or for the impression creat-
ed, or just a habit ? As what we do is 
only a substitute for the real thing, at the 
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best we can only hope that God will pity 
us, and accept our good intentions. But 
this is very poor reasoning for intelligent 
people. If forgiveness and atonement are 
to be obtained by fasting and repentance, 
how shall we know when we have fasted 
enough or repented sufficiently ? 

Rabbinism, orthodoxism, conservativ-
ism, liberalism or any other system of 
modern Judaism which is built up on the 
ideas and teaching of men is what the 
prophet Jeremiah meant when he used 
the words quoted at the beginning of this 
article—"Broken cisterns that can hold 
no water." The outward appearance of 
being a "Good Jew" can give no inner 
assurance of peace with God through the 
forgiveness of sins. Neither can the rab-
bis or chazanim give this assurance. For-
giveness can only come from God, and 
He alone is the Living Waters we all 
need, and He has said of Israel, "Thus 
have they loved to wander .. . when they 
fast, I will not hear their cry." (Jeremiah 
14:10,12.) 

TO WHOM SHALL WE GO? 

This question, "To whom shall we 
go ?" was first asked by some Jews liv-
ing in the Land of Israel, and was ad-
dressed to Jesus of Nazareth, who came 
as the Messiah to Israel. He was rejec-
ted by the leaders and rabbis of His day. 
And the leaders and rabbis of today—our 
day—who are the direct descendants of 
those who rejected Him, still turn their 
backs on Him, and teach their people to 
reject Him too. But there is no salvation 
in any other name, for it is only by 
faith in Him we can have our sins for-
given, and be at peace with God. Isaiah, 
the prophet, said, "The work of right- 

There is now only one way to know 
God and to enjoy peace with Him with 
the assurance of sins forgiven, and that 
is through Him who said, "Whosoever 
drinketh the water that I shall give him 
shall never thirst : but the water that I 
shall give him shall be in him a well of 
water springing up into everlasting life"; 
and "Peace I leave unto you, my peace I 
give unto you : not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you." ( John 4:14, 14 :27.) 

Brethren, Believe God and His Word. 
Here you can find the Living Water, that 
not only gives forgiveness, but also the 
assurance of everlasting life, as it is writ-
ten, 

"God so loved the world, that he gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." (John 3 :16.) 

May you be written in the Book of 
Life— ! to,n5 Innnn 
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eousness shall be peace ... and assurance AMERICAN 
for ever." (Isaiah 32:17.) As a people we 
are still endeavoring to draw water from 
the broken cisterns of rabbinism, whilst 
God in His graciousness and love offers 
us pardon, peace and everlasting life by 
believing that Jesus, our Messiah, "was 
wounded for our transgressions, was 
bruised for our iniquities" (Isaiah 53 :5). 
By His death as a sacrifice for sin, atone-
ment was made for all who believe on 
Him, and so there was no longer any 
need for a Temple or a sacrifice. Within 
a few years after His death and resur-
rection, God permitted the Temple to be 
destroyed, for it had served its purpose, 
and was no longer needed. It had pointed 
to the One who would come as the Lamb 
of God who beareth away the sin of the 
world. 

HE (Jesus) left Judea, and departed 
again into Galilee. And he must 

needs go through Samaria. Then cometh 
he to a city of Samaria which is called 
Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that 
Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Ja-
cob's well was there. Jesus therefore, be-
ing wearied with his journey, sat thus on 
the well: and it was about the sixth 
hour. 

There cometh a woman of Samaria to 
draw water : Jesus saith unto her, "Give 
me to drink." (For his disciples were gone 
away unto the city to buy meat.) Then 
saith the woman of Samaria unto him, 
"How is that thou, being a Jew, asketh 
drink of me, which am a woman of Sa-
maria ? For the Jews have no dealings 
with the Samaritans." Jesus answered 
and said unto her, "If thou knewest the 
gift of God, and who it is that saith to 
thee, Give me to drink ; thou wouldest 
have asked of him, and he would have 
given thee living water." The woman 
saith unto him, "Sir, thou hast nothing 
to draw with, and the well is deep; from 
whence then hast thou that living water ?  

Art thou greater than our father Jacob, 
which gave us the well, and drank there-
of himself, and his children, and his cat-
tle ?" 

Jesus answered and said unto her, 
"Whosoever drinketh of this water shall 
thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of 
the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst : but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life." 

The woman saith unto him., "Sir, give 
me this water, that I thirst not, neither 
come hither to draw." 

Jesus saith unto her, "Go, call thy hus-
band, and come hither." The woman ans-
wered and said, "I have no husband." 
Jesus said unto her, "Thou hast well 
said, I have no husband; for thou hast 
had five husbands, and he who thou now 
hast is not thy husband ; that saidst thou 
truly !" 

The woman saith unto him, "Sir, I per-
ceive that thou art a prophet. Our fathers 
worshipped in this mountain : and ye say 
that in Jerusaleiti is the place where men 
ought to worship." 

Jesus saith unto her. "Woman, believe 
me, the hcur cometh when ye shall neith-
er in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, 
worship the father. Ye worship ye know 
not what : we know what we worship: 
for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour 
cometh, and now is, when the true wor-
shippers shall worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth, for the Father seeketh such 
to worship him. God is a spirit : and they 
that worship him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth." 

The woman saith unto him, "I know 
that Messiah cometh, which is called 
Christ : when he is come, he will tell us 
all things." 

Jesus saith unto her, "I that speak un-
to thee am he." 

And upon this came his disciples, and 
marvelled that he talked with the wo-
man : yet no man said, "What seeketh 
thou ?" or "Why talkest thou with her ?" 

The woman then left her waterpot, and 
went her way into the city, and saith to 
the men, "Come, and see a man which 
told me all things that ever I did ; is not 
this the Messiah ?" 

Then they went out of the city and 
came unto him. ( John 4:3-30) 

A Drink From The Fountain. 
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