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A Jewish Rabbi Becomes 
A Bible Translator 

The Story of Marcus Bergman, Christian Jew, who translated the Bible into the Yiddish language 

ARCUS BERGMAN was born in 
1846 of a family of Chassidic 
Jews in Poland, and until he 

was twenty years of age he never knew 
what life was like outside the ghetto and 
even outside the narrow religious circle 
in which he lived. His whole life was cen-
tered in the Holy Scriptures and the Tal-
mud, and these so dominated his thinking 
and outlook that he regarded the observ-
ance of the many rabbinical injunctions 
and interpretation of the Law as his only 
purpose in being. 

No whisper even of Christianity ever 
penetrated into the cloistered existence 
he lived, and he knew nothing, conse-
quently, of what Christianity taught. He 
knew that from time to time his people 
had been unjustly treated and persecuted 
at the hands of fanatics who carried 
cross before them. He had been brought 
up to avoid the name of Christ, or any-
thing resembling a cross, even remotely. 
He believed, as he had been taught, that 
the most noble of all employments, and 
the must conducive to the glory of. God, 
, was ineditatif,n in the things of God, and 
ecstatic enjoyment of the Feasts God 
gave to Israel. 

When he was twenty years of age, 
Marcus travelled to England, whither 
many of the Chassidim had immigrated 
and• were asking for a rabbi and teacher 
to be sent from their home town. He was 
selected for this work, as he had shown 
particular brilliance in his studies. Be- 
fore long he established a small Syna-
gogue and Yeshiva in the East End of 
London.  

Here Marcus worked and ministered 
for the short period of only two years 
before he was • taken ill, and had to he 
hospitalized for a long period. 

"MESSIAH SHALL 13E CUT OFF" 

When he began to recover his health, 
and was able to move about the hospital, 
he found a Hebrew Bible on a bookshelf 
and was led to open it, and read the pro-
phecies of Daniel. Few Jews bother 
much to read this book because it is part-
ly written in Aramaic, and also because 
of the prophecies in the 9th chapter 
which enable one to compute just when 
the Messiah shall come. Since early times 
the teachers of Israel have forbidden 
anybody to compute these times and 
dates. At first Marcus hesitated to read 
this chapter, but one day his eyes fell on 
the words, "Messiah shall be cut off, but 
not for himself." 

These words only angered him ; he was 
now sure that the Bible he was reading 
had been specially prepared by the mis-
sionaries, of whom he had now heard, in 
order to deceive the Jews and to support 
their claims that Jesus. of Nazareth, who 
had been crucified for the sins of the 
world, as they claimed, was the long-
awaited Messiah of Israel. In his anger 
he threw the book away from him, but 
the words had impressed him, and he 
found it difficult not to think about them. 
They reminded him of the words of Isa-
iah 53 :8, which had always puzzled him, 
"For the transgression of my people was 
He stricken." 

When he left the hospital after almost 
two months, both these verses remained  

in his mind, and troubled him. He found 
he was no longer able to go about his 
work as formerly. He prayed that God 
would open his eyes to know the truth, 
and often used the words of Psalm 119: 
18, "Open thou mine eyes, that I may be-
hold wondrous things out of thy Law," 
and Psalm 25:5, "Lead me in Thy truth, 
and teach me." 

A VISIT BECOMES A FRIENDSHIP 

After a while • he took courage and 
went to visit Dr. Ewald, a learned Tal-
mudist and believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and a well-known missionary. 
From the very first visit a firm friend-
ship sprang up between the two, and it 
was not long before Marcus was a regu-
lar visitor at the home of Dr. Ewald. 
Soon the news got around that the rabbi 
was visiting the missionary, and his col-
leagues came to him and implored him to 
desist, as he was angering and confusing 
the people of his community. By—this 
time, however, Marcus was convinced 
that Jesus of Nazareth was the true and 
only Messiah of Israel, and that He died 
on Calvary for the sins of His people. 
So earnest was he in his new-found faith 
that he endeavored to convince the other 
leaders of his small Chassidic commun-
ity, but the people became --very angry 
and resolved to compel Marcus to deny 
his beliefs in Christ. They plotted against 
him, and on false testimony he was cast 
in jail. 

When he stood before the Lord Mayor 
of London as his judge, he said boldly, 
"I stand here today, not because I have 
committed any crime, but because of my 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ." The Lord 
Mayor called for the principal accusers, 
and asked if• this were so, and it soon 
became evident, after only a short cross-
examination, that there really was no 
charge against Marcus, and the case was 
dismissed. But Marcus could no longer 
live among his people. Because of his 
faith he was rejected by them, as his 
Lord had been before him. As he could 
no longer return to live among his erst-
while friends, he turned to his new ones, 
and resolved to give his life to the ser-
vice of the Lord Jesus among his own 
people. 

Has God a Son? 

If so, what is His name? Is there any sure way of finding out? 
We have the answer. It is contained in a 32-page booklet, entitled, "What 
Is His Name? And What Is His Son's Name?" It is yours for 5c4  (stamps 
will do). This does not even cover cost of printing and mailing, but we want 
to do our share in helping you get the truth. 
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COME TO OUR MEETINGS 

AT 590 BROADWAY, BROOKLYN 

Monday, 	3:00 P.M.—Class for Primary and 
Junior Girls 

Wednesday, 2:00 P.M.—Class for Mothers; 
Kindergarten 

Thursday, 	7:00 P M.—Class for Senior Boys 
and Girls 

8:00 P.M.—Classes for Men and 
'Women 

Friday, 	3:00 P.M.—Class for Primary and 
Junior Boys 

7:30 P.M —Gospel Meeting 
8:00 P.M.—Class for Intermediate 

Boys 

AT 236 WEST 72nd ST., NEW YORK 

Sunday, 

Monday, 
Tuesday, 

2:30 P.M.—Young People's Meeting 
4:00 P.M.—Gospel Meeting 
7:30 P.M.—Class for Women 
2:30 P.M.—Class for Women 
7:00 F. M.—Jewish Missionary 

Institute 

AT 3116 NEPTUNE AVE., CONEY ISLAND 

Monday, 	1:30 P.M.—Mothers' Classes 
Tuesday, 	3:00 P.M.—Primary Boys 
Wednesday, 1:30 P.M.—Dorcas Society 

7:30 P.M.—Women's and Young 
People 

Thursday, 	3:00 P.M.—Primary & Junior Girls 
7:00 P.M —Teenagers 

Friday, 	3:00 P.M.—Junior Boys 
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HIS TALENT FOR GOD 

At first he did not know what to do, 
but waited patiently and sought to know 
the will of God. Soon it appeared that he 
had a special aptitude for translating, 
and he commenced to translate parts of 
the Hebrew Bible into Yiddish, as few 
Jews in that day, as now, can understand 
Hebrew, although they use this language 
for their prayers. Marcus Bergman soon 
felt that the Lord had given him the 
great task of translating the whole of the 
Bible into Yiddish, so that Jews every- 

WE read in the Nebiim Aharonim 
(the later prophets) that the 
Messiah, the servant of the 

Lord, will bring forth justice to the Gen-
tiles and be for a light to the Gentiles 
(Isa. 42:1-7). When He came to give the 
knowledge of salvation unto His people 
in the remission of their sins (Luke 1:. 
77), there was a man in Jerusalem whose 
name was Simeon. He was righteous and 
devout and was looking for the consola-
tion of Israel. This man was in the Tem- 
ple in the days of Caesar Augustus when 
the parents brought the child Jesus there 
that they might fulfill the custom of the 
law. He took him in his arms and blessed 
God and said, 

Now lettest thou thy servant depart, Lord, 
according to thy word, in peace; 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of 

all peoples; 
A light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
And a glory for thy people Israel (Luke 2:25-
32). 

Israel's Messiah is my light and my sal-
vation, even as He said, "I am the light 
of the world: he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life" (John 8:12). 

I knew Israel's Messiah as my Saviour 
ever since I was a boy. As a result I had 
no realization whatsoever of the condi-
tion in which I, as a Gentile, had been. 
Then one day, while I was reading the 
Brith Hadasha, I came across the words 

Wherefore remember, that ye being in 
time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by that which Is called the 
Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; that 
at that time ye were without Christ, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenants of promise, hav-
ing no hope, and without God in the world: 
But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes 
were far off are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ (E7phasians 2:11-18). 

where would be able to read and under-
stand it for themselves. 

This enormous labor took him over 
thirty years, but he had the joy of seeing 
his work hear fruit. Today Bergman's 
Yiddish translation of the Bible is read 
by Jews all over the world, and has en-
abled them to read the Word of God with 
understanding and to see the beauties of 
the Messiah Who was cut off but not 
for Himself, for He came as the Saviour 
of all who believe in Him, to the Jew 
first, and also to the Gentiles. 

It was then that I realized the fuller 
truth of what Messiah had done, even as 
it is written, "For he is our peace, who 
hath made both ( Jew and Gentile) one 
. 	. and came and preached peace to you 
that were far off (Gentiles), and to them 
that were nigh (Jews)." 

It was not long after that, that I came 
across the passage where Paul who had 
been a student of Gamaliel, wrote 

For I could wish that myself were accursed 
from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen ac-
cording to the flesh: who are Israelites; to 
whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, 
and the covenants, and the giving of the law, 
and the service of God, and the promises; 
whose are the fathers, and of whom as con-
cerning the flesh Christ came. who is over all, 
God blessed for ever. Amen (Romans 9:3-5). 

The one passage showed me what I did 
not have as a "goy," and the other show-
ed me what Israel did have as a people,  
chosen for God's own possession. It was 
then that the truth of Isaiah's words 
broke upon my consciousness, 

He shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone 
of stumbling' and for a rock of offence to both 
the houses of Israel (Isaiah 8:14). 

The full significance of this is shown 
by Paul in Romans 9:31-33, 

But Israel, which followed after the law of 
righteousness, hath not attained to the law 
of righteousness. Wherefore? Because they 
sought it not by faith, but as it were by the 
works of the law. For they stumbled at that 
stumbling-stone; as it is written, Behold I lay 
in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offence; 
and whosoever believeth on him shall not be 
ashamed. 

It is no wonder therefore that my chief 
interest should be to see that Israel now 
hears the story of the Messiah, the won-
der of His love and the glory of His 
grace. 
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