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"Goa Is Not That Kind. Of a Goa" 
By Sydney L. Parker, a Jew who believes in the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ 

MOST people today seem to have 
their own, conception of God. 
They explain what they think 

God is. 
A cultured Jewish lady came into the 

reading room of our mission hall in New 
1-Ork in order to register her objection to 
a sign which was displayed in our show 
window, and which read: "God's aveng-
ing hand has scattered the Jews." She 
did not believe, so she maintained, that 
God would scatter anybody. I pointed out 
that these words appear in the Old Testa-
ment, in the Book of Deuteronomy, chap-
ter 28:15,64: 

But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not 
hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, 
to observe to do all his commandments which 
1 conunund thee this day; that all these curses 
shall come upon thee, and overtake thee.... 

fr 	and the Lord shall scatter thee among all peo-
ple, from one end of the earth even unto the 
Other. 

She astonished me considerably by her 
• answer : "These ideas should be stricken 
[ out of the Bible. God is not that kind of • 

a God," she said quite seriously. 
Without doubt, if this dear woman had 

her own way she would cut out this sec-
tion of the T'nach and perhaps many oth-
ers which did not conform to her con-
cept of God. Imagine, in her misunder-
standing she condemned part of the Law 
of Moses! But, sad to say, this type of 

• mentality is the result of the teaching of 
a certain form of Judaism. Consequently, 
this woman chose what she wanted to 
believe of the T'nach, the revealed will 
of God. The rest she would abandon. No 
qualms, no regrets, just cut it out, for it 
doesn't fit in with her conception of God. 
Is not this characteristic of most Jews 
when they think about God and religion? 
Do you, who read these words, have your 
own conception of God ? 

Consequently, it does not surprise us 
to find Jews rejecting parts of the T'nach 
when we realize that Judaism, as a relig-
ion, is in great part built up of man-made 
conceptions and beliefs. The true and 
only centre of the Jewish faith was the 
Temple in J erusalem around which di- 

ine worship took place, and without 
which there can be no Biblical Judaism. 
With the destruction of the Temple in 
the year 70 A. D., sacrifice for sin came 
to an end, for the divinely ordained place 
of the sacrifice no longer existed. The 
Jews were, henceforth, no longer able to 
obtain atonement for their sins in the 
way to which they had been accustomed 
for so long. Many Jews recognized their 
plight and cried, I'Mie are lost because of 
our sins!" (IV Esdras 9:36). Joshua ben 
Hananiah, in deep sorrow, wondered 
what could make atonement for them. He 
at least realized the true position and did 
not pervert the Scriptures to make them 
mean' that God never needed a sacrifice 
for sins. 

However, instead of realizing that the 
Messiah of Whom Moses in the Law and 
all the prophets wrote had come as fore-
told and turning to Him, the true Mes-
siah and Lamb of God, Johanan ben Zak-
kai, one of the leaders of the Jews after 
the Temple's destruction, introduced a 
novel teaching. He declared that good 
deeds have as much power to atone for 
sins as sacrifice. As his authority he quot-
ed Hosea 6:6, "I desire mercy, and not 
sacrifice"; and Proverbs 16 :6, "By mercy 
and truth is iniquity purged." Thus, by 
taking Scripture out of its context, it 
was made to appear to mean something 
quite different from what was intended 
by the prophet. Neither Hosea, who said 
"0 Israel, return unto the Lord thy God; 
for thou bast fallen by thy iniquity," nor 
King Solomon, the writer of the Book of  

Proverbs, who actually built the Temple 
in Jerusalem, had any intention of teach- 
ing the people to turn away from the 
clear command in Leviticus 17:11, "For 
the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I 
have given it to you upon the altar to 
make atonement for your souls; for it is 
the blood that maketh an atonement for 
the soul." 

In the second century of .the Christian 
era, Rabbi Akiba further developed this 
new idea of atonement. He went so far 
as to• say that we needed no High Priest 
or Saviour--a teaching which is quite 
contrary to all Biblical revelation and the 
Law of Moses. 	• 

Thus these two men started Israel on 
a new course which was away from all 
that God had taught the nation. 

Why did the Jews take upon them-
selves, as their first task when they re-
turned to Israel after the captivity in 
Babylon, the rebuilding the Temple and 
restoring the sacrifices? Why did the 
prophets of God—Haggai and Zechariah 
—encourage the rebuilding of the Tem-
ple ? If . the learned Rabbis, Johanan ben 
Zakkai and Akiba, were correct in their 
teaching, then the prophets of .God, Hag-
gai, Zechariah, Ezra, and Nehemiah were 
all wrong! Even today orthodox Jews all 
over the world are waiting and - praying-
for the day when the Temple will be re-
built just as soon as the Holy City itself 
comes into Jewish hands. Every Jew who 
attends the synagogue on any of the 
three pincipal feasts, Passover, Pente-
cost, or Tabernacles, repeats the follow-
ing words. " . . . May it be Thy will, 0 
Lord, . . . to have mercy on thy sanctuL 
ary, and speedily rebuild it. . . and there 
we will prepare before thee the obliga-
tory sacrifices." 

Only one answer remains. Sin leaves a 
guilty conscience and a burdened heart 
until its punishment has been met in the 
sacrificial death of another. This is Bible 
truth ; this is Old Testament J udaism. 

How long, 0 Israel, will you reject 
God's Word and substitute your own. re-
ligion, ideas, and will? Why accept this 
teaching of the Rabbis, such as Zakkai 
and Akiba, while God holds out to you 
His hand of blessing? Give up the illus-
ion that it doesn't matter what you be-
lieve as long as you are sincere, that you 
can decide what must be done to obtain 
atonement. The Messiah has come as the 
T'nach promised. The Lord Jesus Christ 
died for the sins of Jews and Gentiles 

Don't Go to Jerusalem! 

Jerusalem — the one hallowed spot dear to every Jewish heart! 
Why should we Jews not go there? Because the doing so at this time is 
fraught with dangers unparalleled in all of Judah's sad history. The Word 
of God is filled with predictive warning concerning a return to the Jewish 
"Home Land" in these days. Would you care to know what God's Word 
says? Send us 5c4 in stamps and ask for our leaflet, "Don't Go to Jerusalem.' 
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COME TO OUR MEETINGS 

AT 590 BROADWAY, BROOKLYN 

Monday, 	3:00 P.M.—Class for Primary and 
Junior Girls 

Wednesday, 2:00 P.M.—Class for Mothers; 
Kindergarten 

Thursday, 	7:00 P M.—Class for Senior Boys 
and Girls 

8:00 P.M.—Classes fOr Men and 
Women 

Friday, 	3:00 P.M.—Class for Primary and 
Junior Boys 

7:30 P.M —Gospel Meeting 
8:00 P.M.—Class for Intermediate 

Boys 

AT 236 WEST 72nd ST., NEW YORK 

Sunday, 

Monday, 
Tuesday, 

2:30 P.M.—Young People's Meeting 
4:00 P.M.—Gospel Meeting 
7:30 P.M.—Class for Women 
2:30 P.M.—Class for Women 
7:00 P M.—Jewish Missionary 

Institute 

AT 3116 NEPTUNE AVE., CONEY ISLAND 

Monday, 	1:30 P.M.—Mothers' Classes 
Tuesday, 	3:00 P.M.—Primary Boys 
Wednesday, 1:30 P.M.—Dorcas Society 

7:30 P.M.—Women's and Young 
People 

Thursday, 	3:00 P.M.—Primary & Junior Girls 
7:00 P.M —Teenagers 

Friday, 	3:00 P.M.—Junior Boys 
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alike. He is God's sacrifice for sin. All 
that the Levitical system, the Temple, 
the sacrifices meant and symbolized has 
been secured by the Lord Jesus Christ in 
His sacrificial death. John, the one who 
was baptizing Jews in the Jordan River,  

said of the Lord Jesus Christ, "Behold 
the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 
sin of the world." The Temple is gone. 
God still requires sacrifice for sin. He 
has provided this sacrifice in the death 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, Inc. 

Established by Leopold Cohn in 1894 

\ 07. Sv cl!royr n in  
orthodox 

Russia   inthe  
Jewish 

      yearp a r e1n8t7s7 I 

Our home was maintained strictly 
in accordance with the traditions of Jud-
aism. At the age of three my mother put 
a little garment on me, which had four 
fringes, and told me that as a Jew I must 
wear this every day and all day, all my 
life. This was the Arba Kanfot, or Tzizit, 
that every orthodox Jew wears. About 
this age I was also taught to memorize 
my first Hebrew Scriptures, "Hear 0 
Israel, the Lord our God is One Lord!" 
(Deuteronomy 6:4.) At the age of five 
I was sent to the elementary Hebrew 
School (Heder) where I learned to recite 
the many prayers, the Hebrew Scriptures, 
and the Talmud. These studies finished 
when I reached the age of Bar Mitzvah, 
or confirmation, at 13 years. From this 
time on I was able to take part in the 
religious life of the community. I prayed 
with phylacteries on my head and arm 
in the morning, and I could now become 
one of the ten men, or "Minyan," neces-
sary to make up the synagogue worship. 

After my confirmation, as my parents 
had dreams of my becoming a rabbi, I 
was sent for further studies to a Talmud 
Torah, or more advanced school of Heb-
rew religious studies, and diligently pre-
pared myself for the future. 

Up to this time we had been living at 
peace with our neighbors in the little 
town, where we were domiciled, and I 
had not seen any of the outbursts of anti-
semitism which took place from time to 
time under the Russian Czars. The Rus-
sian people generally lived in harmony 
with their Jewish neighbors unless they 
were inflamed or incited against them 
by the Government. Invariably any out-
burst of anti-semitism or any pogrom in 
Russia was preceded by intensive propa-
ganda against the Jews by the agents of 
the Government. This usually happened 
at times when the people had begun to 
show signs of unrest against their op-
pressive feudal overlords. All the ills of 
the people were attributed to the Jews, 
and the ignorant, illiterate peasants, urg-
ed on by the soldiers, believed what they 
were told and attacked Jews and mur-
dered them—men, women and children—
mercilessly and remorselessly. 

Not only was this constant fear before 
our minds, but Jews were unable to ob- 

tarn the same privileges of education. 
They were excluded from public schools, 
and special difficulties were put in their 
way when they wished to enter the uni-
versities, and the few who succeeded in 
getting there were segregated from the 
non-Jewish students. 

About this time the eyes of the world 
began to turn towards the U.S.A., and 
many Jews left Russia and set out for 
the New World where all men were 
equal. Our family shook the dust of Rus- 
sia from its feet early in 1891, and soon 
we found ourselves in a new land of un-
limited opportunity where, in spite of 
the difficulty of learning a new language 
and starting an entirely new life, we 
were contented, happy, and thankful to 
God who had brought us here. 

In New York I had my first contact 
with the New Testament. A missionary 
placed a copy of this book in my hands 
and spoke a few words about Jesus of 
Nazareth. I read the New Testament and 
became greatly interested, and very much 
impressed, with the, wonderful life of 
Jesus, the Messiah. I read how He gave 
sight to the blind, cleansed the lepers, 
and even raised the dead. To me all this 
was a very wonderful experience as I had 
never before known that there was such 
a book as the New Testament. I began 
to attend Christian services, as I wished 
to learn more of this wonderful Person. 
I soon found many friends among those 
who attended these meetings, and I was 
invited to their homes. It was not long 
before I realized that true believers in 
Christ love our Jewish people. They love 
us because their Saviour was a Jew. It 
was not long before it was clear to me 
that not all who called upon the name of 
Christ, and even attend churches, were 
necessarily believers, but that many sim-
ply followed a form of Christianity which 
consisted of rites and ceremonies. A true 
Christian cannot help loving the Jews. 

As I learned more of the New Testa-
ment, I found that it was a Jewish book 
—just as Jewish as the Tenach or the 
Talmud—and that Jesus of Nazareth was 
a Jew, that his disciples and followers in 
the early days were all Jews, and that 
they even hesitated to preach the Gospel 
to non-Jews, for they thought that it was 
only for Jews. 

It was not long before I felt that I, 
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too, must believe this marvelous record, 
and put my trust for time and eternity 
in the true Messiah of Israel, and it was 
the ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn of the Ameri-
can Board of Missions to the Jews who 
led me to Christ. 

For almost forty years I have served 
Him and sought to bring Him to my 
Jewish brethren that others, too, may 
find the peace and assurance that I have 
found and have the joy of sins forgiven. 
My only regret is that I was not younger 
when I made my decision. "0, taste and 
see that the Lord is good, blessed is 
everyone that trusteth in Him." 

LEOPOLD COHN 

MEMORIAL BLDG. 

From Darkness To Light 
How Bernhard Schatkin fled from pogroms in Russia 

to find the Messiah in New York 
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RI R aL at! 144 144[4! ClL c*:-.,a5r114 at! R ca. 

Nkl QkLC4 	luCAI NCUA CNCkCkCI' $1CAL 

alkuk (L•Lr di,kaa) At! aArl x444t r‘,1 

4041.. rattAL1 Ri 	Ri;a ttAa Ltal 141, mai 

N,I Calla! R kkL* R C‘Clk; 4::5404L N41 ad- NlkL 

Ikk 02C1 NtCLI 44C 	LAC! 	IkkAL C1X4 

cmakcka N4Ca a47.,u 1.;c1 4tC L'AQ kkLkillA a*‘Cr 

RLlQ ukc NIL, Slccaut‘cl a73t..1a441 RI Amid 

NkkCCAk;RLI 	IkkALA L1kka4l' xi.! R 4tL.SQL x‘ka 

radtuAl FA L4 GRLIRci,;Lcrti! At! ikk u*c! 044 
rAatcril R QL aLk kca4,11, Lk 1.1.40 lk,cal NL,L 

ttai;c1 Lka ltNtCLALCRLA Ctl, .7,L4,ca• 

catuf;,;a at% 411LA14a4! 	LIIL 	at! 
c4:14ik4:41 aRLIRa41cr411 ttALtci Nit, uS4c 1.41.4 
AdskaakLa• 	 krAutkc! y.t dtuAl 

c4.1c: rattx tan Ri Rig; Cll, lLk LIIL cLat inan 

llNLCLALOCA Ckkli LtiLais'LlCC ltkLlQ NIL, LAC 

auk u aura rtittal* Lka x41 R4:,.l aRt, c444 r41141 

eAllAl Lk CO:1441k4i Nl! 	 OM AL 
C,;,‘CLA 	raaRca' ttk Ritk AL IAA CCM- 

LIC1,1kLI• NkL L!C LALa rakkaca ttk 44 Om 

LIC;RCL, CL,‘ I V,G4C4t 1.4M C44:41.! Nht ri44 

z4LCRLL =Mkt Nh; 	MLt.41. ad.; 1. 

au MCICI4LIZ/Z EL Seca 

L4U %641.114 
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