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Israel, The Chameleon 
By Sydney L. Parker, a Jew who believes in the Messiah, 

the Lord Jesus Christ 

HERE is a story, which is reminis- 
cent of Israel, about a little boy 
who owned a chameleon. It seems 

that there came a time when the family 
of this boy was going on a vacation. The 
little boy left his pet with a neighbor, 
who said that he would care for it. When 
the boy returned home, he went to the 
neighbor and requested his chameleon. 
The neighbor had an extremely apologet-
ic and sad countenance when he said, 
"Your chameleon is dead." The child, 
stunned, wanted to know what had caus-
ed it to die. "We wanted to test the truth 
of your boast that this creature could 
change its color merely by placing it up-
on backgrounds of different colors," said 
the distressed man. "We put it on a red 
background, and it became red. We plac-
ed it on a green background, and it be-
came green. On brown it looked brown; 
on blue it became blue; on orange its 
skin changed into an orange color. He 
was really doing fine. So enthusiastic did 
we become that we overstepped our-
selves. You see, we placed your dear pet 
upon a crazy quilt of many colors, and 
that proved too much for it. He explod-
ed." 

Israel, in her history and present un- , 
iderstanding of her own religion, is like 

the chameleon. No change has been too 
great for her. One of these days, how-
ever, she will meet a crazy quilt. It may 
be that she has already met it. 

TOO MUCH CHANGE: 

One Jewish writer, Solomon B. Free-
hof, in a discussion on "What is Reform 
Judaism ?" makes this statement : "The 
greatest source of strength in Reform 
Judaism, that which gives it greatest  

promise of permanence in Jewish life, is 
the principle of the right to change; that 
it is justified and indeed imperative that 
Judaism should constantly adjust itself 
to the needs of life." On the surface, this 
sounds good. Indeed, the principle enun-
ciated by Freehof is not necessary in 
Judaism alone but in all religions; and, 
in fact, in all areas of life. But change 
must not destroy what is essential; what 
is part and parcel ; what makes up the 
reality of a thing. This Judaism has done. 
Judaism has gone too far and has allow-
ed change to alter the true religion of 
God. This destruction, due to unwarran-
ted change, had proceeded from the very 
earliest days of Judaism. Soon after the 
destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D., 
Judaism made radical and far-reaching 
changes which have affected all of Jud-
daism's subsequent development. Not 
merely has Reform Judaism become a 
product of change, but even Orthodox 
Judaism has been based upon these early 
changes in the essence and basic reality 
of the revealed religion of God. 

With the destruction of the Temple in 
the year 70 A.D., sacrifice came to an 
end. This left the Jews without a divine 
atonement. Honest Jews like Joshua ben 
Hananiah realized the meaning of this 
and wondered what would now make 
atonement. Instead of turning to Christ 
the Messiah, the so-called revered lead-
ers became novelizers. Johanan ben Zak-
kai declared that good deeds had as much 
power to atone for sins as did sacrifice. 
He totally denied the clear teaching of 
the Torah and violently apostatized from 
all accepted teaching and practice among 
Jews. In the second century, Rabbi Akiba 
made the rift greater when he an-
nounced, in line with the departure of  

hen Zakkai, that Jews needed no High 
Priest or Saviour. What else is this but 
blatant apostasy ? Isaiah says: "For I am 
the Lord aky God, the Holy One of Is- 
rael, thy Saviour. . . ." (Isa. 43:3). The 
only reason Israel had no High Priest 
when Akiba lived was because the Tem-
ple was destroyed, and there was no 
place for him to officiate. If there was 
no need of a means of atonement, why 
did the Jews rOuild the Temple imme-
diately after their return from Babylon—
the place where the synagogue probably 
originated, the place where the people 
got along for seventy years without the 
Temple ? Why is it that there are still 
Jews today who are waiting, yearning, 
and praying (the Prayer Book is full of 
petitions for the restoration of the Tem-
ple) for the rebuilding of the Temple? 
So, early in the development of Judaism 
as we know it today, changes were made 
that defaced true J udaism. 

JUDAISNI TODAY IS PAGAN 

Let us also examine the things that 
were supposed to replace the expiatory 
sacrifices that God had ordained. Probab-
ly, they could all be summed up under 
these three heads: prayer, good works, 
and repentance ( called more precisely 
"teshuvah," a turning around). Perhaps 
the must important of all is "teshuvah," 
for there is no limit to the efficacy of re-
pentance, as it is written, "Even if one 
has been wicked all one's life and repents 
in the end, his sin is not remembered 
against him" (Kiddushin 40b). Notice, 
however, the unhebraic character of 
these three items when they are used as 
a means of approaching God. 

Judaism often hurls the charge at 
Christianity that she possesses pagan 
elements, having been influenced by 
ideas from; the Hellenic, that is, the 
Greek, world. Yet what is more Hellenis-
tic than Judaism's using, as a principle 
of reconciliation, these three things: 
prayer, good works, and repentance? The 
Hebraic outlook, which had conditioned 
the Israelites for centuries, taught them 
that God, and God alone, was the one 
who initiated all movement toward men 
which enventuated in the forgiveness of 
their sins. The whole sacrificial system 
of the Old Testament was based on the 
premise that it was God Himself who or-
dained and appointed the ritual of sin- 
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offering in his desire for reconciliation. 
True, man brought the Offering, but it 
was God who provided this means of re-
conciliation, because He did not want the 
death of the sinner. Judaism, in leaving 
its Hebraic roots and stock, teaches that 
man .now has to do the propitiating of 
God; man now has to do something for 
God to obtain forgiveness; man must ini-
tiate the movement toward God. Such a 
departure is sheer Hellenism and can by 
no stretch of the imagination be called 
Hebraic. The essence of Greek religion 
in its effort to secure forgiveness is this 
very principle adopted by Judaism : God 
must be approached by works of man 
which .are calculated to propitiate Him. 
THE NEW TESTAMENT 15 TRULY JEWISH 

From this new understanding which 
Judaism has adopted, Judaism is no long-
er able to comprehend the truly Hebraic 
character of the New Testament teach-
ing on sacrifice. The New Testament 
does not speak of God's being reconciled 
to man—this is the Greek misunder-
standing which Judaism has adopted—
but of man's being reconciled to God. God 
is the Reconciler; God takes the initia-
tive in approaching man. In the New 
Testament, just as in the Old Covenant, 
God provides the proper means of ex-
piation, only in the New Testament there 
is seen something more marvelous : God 
Himself makes the sacrifice. God alone 
bears the brunt and pays the price. With-
in the heart of God Himself there was a 
plan for atonement, for an expiation; and 
out of this comes the forgiveness of sins. 
Here, then, is the true fulfillment of the 
Old Testament system of sacrifice ; only 
now the victim and the priest are one, 
and this One is none other than the Lord 
Jesus Christ. But who is the Lord Jesus 

I• WAS brought up in ignorance and 
superstition concerning the will of 
God and salvation, which are plain-

ly revealed in the Word of God, the Bible. 
The first time I heard the good news was 
at an open air meeting twenty-eight 
years ago. There I learned that salvation 
is of the Jews, God's chosen people, from 
whom the Messiah came to be a sacrifice 
for our sins, and through His atonement 
I received forgiveness of my sins. 

I have discovered that God so loved 
the world that the atonement was neces-
sary for our sins : 

For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only hegotten Son, that whosoever he-
lievoth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life (John 3:16), 

Lint God conuneudeth His love toward us, in 

Christ ? He is the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, in-
carnate. Who is there that is foolish 
enough to say that God could not incar-
nate Himself ? Not only is the God of the 
Old Testament one, ethad, but He is the 
God who does great deeds and mighty 
Works. The greatest deed and the might-
iest work of God is this : incarnation. 
Why incarnation ? He came down to 
earth; He broke into human history; He 
entered our space-time universe so that 
He could in His own heart and life, as 
God, make full atonement for our sins 
on the cross.' 

Let us now summarize. Change started 
soon after the nation of Israel lost its 
Temple. These changes were of a funda-
mental nature, and thereby .  produced a 
new religion which was, in its all-impor-
tant teaching of atonement, a pagan one, 
since it used the Hellenistic principle 
that men must do something for God in-
order to secure His favor. Thus, the Ju-
daism of God was changed into the hu-
manism of men. Jews following Judaism 
today, be it Orthodox, Conservative, 
Hasidic, or Reform, can by no proper 
authority call themselveS Jews. Jesus 
Christ, as the Messiah of Israel, and as 
Jehovah in the flesh, became the true 
sacrifice for sins. But this sacrifice was 
started by God and not by man, hence its 
nature is truly Hebraic and not Grecian. 
All Jews who have put their trust in 
Jesus Christ are thus true Jews. The 
chameleon changed its colors once too of-
ten, and it was no more. Israel changed 
too often also, and in a very real sense, 
is no more. Salvation is in Jesus Christ 
and not in -  prayer, good works, or even 
in repentance. What you do with what 
He has already done will determine your 
eternal destiny. 

that, while we were yet 	 .Christ died 
for us (Romans 5:8). 

That proves that He died for me, too. 
I began to read the Bible, and I learned 
from the Old Testament that prophecies 
were written of His coming, and I found 
them fulfilled in the New Testament. 

After repenting of my sins, I accepted 
the jewich Messiah as my Redeemer and 
Savior. As I repented of my sins, His 
love came in and made me a new person 
—it took away my stony, rebellious, and 
sinful heart, and it filled my heart with 
love for the Jews and their God, the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In fact, 
I became a child of Abraham by faith. 
Since I have received forgiveness of sins, 
my heart has bubbled over with joy for 
the grace of God. Ever since, I pray 
without ceasing for the people of Israel 

AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, Inc. 

Established by Leopold Cohn in 1S94 

HEADQUARTERS 

LEOPOLD COHN 

MEMORIAL BLDG. 

236 WEST 72nd STREET 

NEW YORK 23, N. Y, 

VISIT OUR OTHER MISSIONS 

Coney Island, N. Y.: 3111: 'Nilo 	Avenue. 
Pittsburgh, Pa.: 5808 Beaeim Street. Philadelphia, 
Pa.: 717 Walnut Street. Los Angeles, Calif.: 2110 
N. St. Louis  Street. Rochester, N. Y.: 286 Jerold 
Street. Denver, Colo.: 1531 Washington Street. 
Austin, Texas: :106 E. 14th Street. Montreal, Que-
bec, Canada: 337 Laurier Avenue West. Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada: 33 King William Street. 

to receive this gift of salvation which 
has always been waiting for them, just 
as I have received it. 

Now I am experiencing the blessing 
God promised to Abraham in Genesis 
12:3: "I will bless them that bless thee". 

How A Jew-Hater Became A Lover of Israel 
By Joseph Serafin, a believer in the Jewish Messiah 
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