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The Praises of Israel 
by Henry J. Heydt 

HEARTLESS praises insult God. 
It is written in the twenty-sec-
ond Psalm, "But thou art holy, 

0 thou. that inhabitest the praises of Is-
rael." This is understood by Aben Ezra 
an...1 others as referring to the fact that 
(;,,d. the 'Holy One is enthroned as the 
praise of Israel, that is, it is He Who is 
pr:iked in Israel's songs of praise. The 
Hallelujah and Hodu Psalms, such as 
Psalms 106 and 105, and the Hallel, 
Psalms 113-118, bear evidence of this. 
The present-day Siddur for daily, Sab-
bath, and new moon services is full of 
praise, as is the Seder contained in the 
Hagadah. The phrase most often heard 
is "Besse& art thou, 0 Lord our God, 
King of the Universe." That God is Prais-
ed in Israel's ritual we do not need to 
prove to anyone Who has attended a syna-
gogue service, family worship, or heard 
the prayers before and after meals. May 
we not say that today God is still en-
throned in the praises of Israel ? 

LIP SERVICE; FALLS SHORT 

But praise is more than ritual and 
must be deeper than lip service. The 
Lord said in Isaiah 29:13, "this •people 
draw near with their mouth, and with 
their lips do honour me, but have re-
ink.,ved their heart far from me, and their 
fear toward me is but the acquired pre-
cept of men... " t Leeser's translation). 

Th e  Lord requires that our praise and 
thanksgiving come from- the heart. This 
David recognized when he said, "I will 
praise thee with my whole heart" (Psalm 
138:1). Our Great Confession in Deuter-
onomy 6:4 is immediately followed by 
the command, "And thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy might." Cer-
tainly every thinking person will admit 
that God is just in this requirement. The 
praises of lips without the heart are in- 

sults to heaven. They differ only in form 
from the.  incantations of the heathen. 
Are we offering purer praise than the Is-
rael of Isaiah's day ? Must God also say 
to us: 

Bring no more vain oblations; ineense is aii 
abotninKtion mitt, me; call no more assemblies 
-on new moons and sabbaths, I cannot bear 
iniquity with solemn assembly. Your 
moons and your appointed feasts my soul hat-
eth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary 
to bear them. And when ye spread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes from you; yea, 
when ye make many prayers, I will not hear 
(Isaiah 1:13-15). 

A HOLY RB‘21_11RE1WONT 

The proper praise of God is so impor-
tant that when the ark of God was plac-
ed in the tent of David "he appointed 
certain of the Levites to minister before 
the ark of the Lord, and to record, and 
to thank and praise the Lord God of Is-
rael" (1 Chronicles 16:4). Psalm 33 :1 
says that praise is comely for the up-
right. In the sixty-fourth Psalm David 
wrote, "The righteous shall be glad in 
the Lord, and shall trust in him ; and ail 
the upright in heart shall glory." In 
Psalm 140 he said, "Surely the righteous 
shall give thanks unto thy name : the up-
right shall dwell in thy presence.", 

But who then can give proper praise 
to God ? Jeremiah tells us "The heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desperate-
ly sick : who can know it ?" (Jeremiah 
17:9). The words of the Preacher, the 
son of David, are similar : "Yea, also the 
heart of the sons of men is full of evil, 
and madness is in their heart while they 
live" (Ecclesiastes 9:3). David himself 
found it necessary to pray, "Create in me 
a clean heart, 0 God; and renew a right 
spirit within me." Praise from the lips is 
acceptable to God only when it issues 
from an upright heart. How then is this 
possible to me, who must say with David, 

"For I acknowledge my transgressions: 
and my sin is ever before me ?" 

A CIRCUMCISED HEART 

Only the Lord has the answer. We 
have the promise ill Deuteronomy 30:6: 

And the 1,o1.1 thy God will circumcise thine 
}wart, Htt,1 	h,trt of thy seed, to love the 
Lola thy 0“.1 v:itit ;01 thine heart, and with 
all thy soul, 	ihou liwyest live. 

Note carefully the order. It is not loving 
God with all the heart that circumcises 
it. Such love is the result of the circum-
cision of the heart. It is of utmost im-
portance, therefore, to know how God 
performs this work that produces a clean 
and upright heart. He has clone it through 
the person and work of the Messiah, as 
we read in Isaiah 53:11,12: 

Thr..1,61, his knowledge shall my righteous 
servant bring tht. in,tny to righteousness, while 
he will he,)r their iniquities. Therefore will I 
divide him (a portion) with the many, and 
with lit, strong shall he divide the spoil; be-
cause he  t lug r1 out his soul unto death, and 
with transgressors was he numbered: while 
he; bore the sin of many, and for the trans-
gressors he let (evil) befall lfint. (Leeser's 
translation.) 

Now we must face honestly the person 
known as Jesus of Nazareth. The story 
of His life has been recorded by several 
ewish writers and has been preserved 

in what is known today as the New Tes-
tament. Not only did He claim to be the 
Messiah and backed that claim by many 
mighty works, He also expressly stated 
that He would accomplish what' Isaiah 
prophesied. To Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews, He said, "Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except one be born anew, he can-
not see the kingdom of God." How this 
was to be accomplished He then explain-
ed in these words, 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up; that whosoever berieveth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. 

• 
In due time this was accomplished 

when, by the hand of men without the 
law, He was crucified and slain. Him God 
raised up, having loosed the pangs of 
death, even as David wrote of him in 
Psalm 16 :10, "neither wilt thou suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption." If then 
you would have a circumcised heart so 
that you might truly give praise to God, 
you must in simple faith accept this Jes-
us as your Messiah and as the One Who 
died to save you from your sins. 

21 Reasons Why a Jew Accepted Jesus As Messiah 

Why should a Jew, the son of a Rabbi, himself studying to be a Rabbi, 
decide that Jesus Christ is the Messiah promised to Israel by God in the 
Hebrew Scriptures? Perhaps you would like to examine for yourself The 
reasons given by this rabbinical student for reaching such an important de-
cision. You may do so by sending us 5c' in stamps and asking for our special 
folder, "21 Reasons Why I Accepted Jesus Christ as Messiah." 
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COME TO OUR MEETINGS 

AT 590 BROADWAY, BROOKL fN 

Monday, 	3:00 P.M.—Class for Primary and 
Junior Girls 

Wednesday, 2:00 P.M.—Class for Mothers; 
Kindergarten 

Thursday, 	7:00 P M.—Class for Senior Boys 
and Girls 

8:00 P.M.—Classes for Men and 
Women 

Friday, 	3:00 P.M.—Class for Primary and 
Junior Boys 

7:30 P.M —Gospel Meeting 
8:00 P.M.—Class for Intermediate 

Boys 

AT 236 WEST 72nd ST., NEW YORK 

Sunday, 	2:30 P.M.—Young People's Meeting 
4:00 P.M.—Gospel Meeting 

Monday, 	7:30 P.M.—Class for Women 
Tuesday, 	2:30 P.M.—Class for Women 

7:00 P M.—Jewish Missionary 
Training institute 

AT 3116 NEPTUNE AVE., CONEY ISLAND 

Monday, 

Wednesday, 

Thursday, 

Friday, 

1:30 to 4:00 P.M. —Mothers' Class 
Beginners' Class 

1:31., to 4:00 P.M. —Dorcas Society 
Beginners' Class 

6:30 to 9:00 P.M. — Teenagers' 
Class 

3:00 to 5:00 P.M. —Primary Boys 
& Girls 

7:00 to 10:00 P.M. — Working Wo- 
men's Class & 
Young People 

3:00 to 5:00 P.M. — Junior Boys 
& Girls 

THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

Comfort 
by Harry J. Burgen, a Jewish Believer in the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ 

WHAT a timely and welcome 
word! There comes a time in 
all our lives, whether we be 

Jews, Gentiles, or Christians, when we 
need comfort. 

To whom can we turn for it ? Where is 
it to be found? The world with all its at-
tractions, allurements, and pleasures can-
not .supply it. 

Who can comfort our anxious, heavy, 
waiting hearts in times of sickness ? 
They are sometimes long, weary, trying 
hours. Who' does not know a time of 
sighing and of shedding of tears? Who 
can bring healing and comfort to our sad 

. and sorrowing hearts in times of bereave-
ment ? 

Is there any one of us who has never 
had burdens, problems, or anxieties? To 

„whom can we go for help ? If we be wise 
; we. will turn to God, the source of all 
comfort. "Who comforts us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able to com-
fort them which are in any trouble, by 
the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 
comforted of God." Provision has been 
made. for all in God's Holy Word, the 
Bible. It is in the Scriptures alone that 
we can find real comfort. "For as one 
whom his mother comforteth," so will 
God comfort all that trust iii Him. 

The Holy One of Israel, the Lord Jesus, 
the Messiah, stood one day in a s3ma-

. gogue, in the midst of a congregation of 
Orthodox Jews. He . spoke to that needy 
waiting people, words of truth. They 

. were sound, comforting, gracious words. 

BELOVED, I beseech you as sojourn-
ers and pilgrims, to abstain from 

fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; 
Having your behavior seemly among 

the Gentiles; that, wherein they speak 
against you as evil-doers, they may by 
}'our good works, which they behold, 

*f g 	3 God in the day of visitation. 
Be subject to every ordinance of man 

• for the Lord's sake : whether to the king, 
as supreme; 

Or unto governors, as sent by him for 
vengeance on evil-doers and for the 
praise of them that do well. 

For so is the will of God, that by well- 
• doing ye should put to silence the ignor-

ance of foolish men: 
As free, and not using -your freedom 

for a cloak of wickedness, but as bond-
servants of God. 

Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. 
:_Fear- God. Honor the king.  

They were words of cheer. He gave them 
assurance of sins forgiven. He revived 
hope. He renewed courage. Luke 4:18,19 
is part of this message as follows : 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he lath anointed are to preach the gospel to 
the poor; he bath sent are to heal the broken-
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives. 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised, to preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord. (A quotation in 
the New Testament from Isaiah 61:1,2.) 

He stands today with outstretched 
arms, calling. He is ready to receive all 
that will come unto God by Him. He 
says, 

Cone unto are, all ye that labor and are 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light (Matthew 11:28-30). 

He can comfort us WhC11 we mourn. 
He can heal our broken hearts and bind 
up our wounds. 

Will you not come to Him now and re-
ceive Him as your own Saviour ? Will 
You nut open your heart's door to Him 
and say, "Come into my heart, Lord 
Jesus. There is room in my heart for 
Thee." 

To whom else will you go or to whom 
else can you go ? He only has the words 
of eternal life. In Him alone will you find 
light and truth and so great a salvation, 
full and free. He is the only Door of hope 
and Way to God. 

Will you not come to Him now ? 

Servants, be in subjection to your mas-
ters with all fear; not only to the good 
and gentle, but also to the froward. 

For this is acceptable, if for conscience 
toward God a man endureth griefs, suf-
fering wrongfully. 

For what glory is it, if, when ye sill, 
and are buffeted for it, ye shall take it 
patiently ? but if, when ye do well, and 
suffer for it, ye shall take it patiently, 
this is acceptable with God. 

For hereunto were ye called: because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 
an example, that ye should follow his 
steps: 

Who did no sin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth: 

Who, when he was reviled, reviled not 
again; when he suffered, threatened not; 
but committed himself to him that judg-
eth righteously :. 

Who his own self bare our sins in his 
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body upon the tree, that we. haying die( 
unto sins, might live unto righteousness,  
by whose stripes ye were healed. 

For ye were going astray like sheep 
but are now returned unto the Shepherd 
and Bishop of your souls. I Peter 2:11-25, 
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