
THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL  

     

 

Subscription Price 
50c. a Year. 

 

VOL. 38 - No. 8 

APRIL, 1955 

A Jew Speaks From His Heart 
by Abraham Jaeger 

HIS is a voice from the past. It is 
that of a Rabbi who opens his 
heart. Let us first identify him : 

The undersigned herewith testifies, that Rev. 
A. Jaeger is known to hint as an excellent 
Tahnudist and Hebraist, fully competent to 
preach our sacred religion, and to discharge 
the rabbinical duties to the glory of God and 
the honor of his worshipers in light and in 
truth. 

ISAAC M. WISE 
Cincinnati, September 187U. 

WHO CAN KEEP ALL THE LAW? 

Once, in my youth, I was a zealous.  
Jew. I believed every Rabbi, and my days 
and nights were devoted to talmudical 
studies. I tried to keep the rabbinical law, 
and labored anxiously to be good accord-
ing to prescription. My heart was press-
ed, my soul in fetters, I never was satis-
fied. Who can keep all the law ? And 
What I kept gave me no joy, no inner re-
ward. What a life, whose end is death 
and judgment, and only a law for justifi-
cation, and that law daily broken! The 
Rabbis told me that the only way to ac-
quire perfection before God, is in ever-
lasting study of .the Talmud, and the full 
keeping of the rabbinical code. 

"Study the Talmud," I heard when I 
opened my eyes in the morning; and 
"Study the Talmud," was reverberated in 
my dreams. "Be a leqrned Rabbi, then 
you are a holy man." So I tried to pile 
much talmudical knowledge in my head, 
and with that I fulfilled the main relig-
ious duty. 

I labored under the . law, until a little 
secular knowledge and the study of the 
old Jewish philosophers made me exam-
ine the Talmud with a critical eye ; and I 
suspected, and finally concluded, that the 
rabbinical law was not of divine but of 
human origin ; that the spirit of the Tal-
mud was not the spirit of the Bible. I  

studied now fur the sake of knowledge. 
The blood only made my nation dear to 
me ; the influence of youth or the inner 
power of it made me love the Bible. But 
it was an inconsistency. I deceived my-
self. I never was satisfied with the spirit 
of the Jews, and had no right to claim to 
be a believer in the Bible, more than any 
reform Rabbi has. I finally entered the 
Jewish ministry of this country. It be-
came my business now to think and to 
study about the relations between man 
and God, and my misery increased. Be-
lieving in God, I had good reason to fear 
Him, to fear death, which brings me be-
fore His throne. I was troubled, awfully 
troubled. I studied, and searched, and 
thought all the time, about the cause of 
human misery. Peace of heart and mind 
was my most ardent desire, was all I 
wanted. 

I HEARD THE VOICE OF Gf.X13 

So I tried to make the Bible the refuge 
of my soul. The ears of my soul were 
opened and heard the voice of God speak-
ing from that book. I saw that we must 
simply accept mysteries, if we accept 
the Bible, for Moses' monotheism is a 
mysterious one. I used to think I spirit-
ualized the miracles because I took them 
to be poetical expressions. There are 
numerous. miracles related in the Bible 
which can not possibly be explained ra-
tionally, and they are so related that we 
must either believe them to be facts, and 
then we believe in incomprehensible mir-
aeles; or, if we do not believe them to 
be facts, then we believe in incomprehen-
sible miracles; or, if we do not believe, 
we must in consequence reject the Bible 
and despise it beyond any written book. 
That the Bible can only be either a made-
up humbug or the word of God, is a fact 
which no really rational man can deny. 

After I had such a conviction about 
the Bible, I was very much troubled, and 
even in despair. I became wavering in my 
mind, and I still had ideas of giving up 
religion and the Bible entirely. For I saw 
that there was no way between, but 
either to believe more than I liked to, or - 
nothing. 

I DISCOVER THE NEW TESTAMENT 

By accident I happened to read the 
New Testament. I admired Christ's char-
acter as a man. His teachings, mildness 
and sufferings tended to pacify my soul. 
1 never thought of the possibility of my 
becoming converted. A Jew thinks it. is 
impossible for an intelligent man to be-
lieve Christianity, and suspects all intel-
ligent Christians of not being sincere, es-
pecially Christian ministers. It is com-
monly ,supposed that a Jew never con-
fesses Christianity but for base motives, 
as he cannot possibly believe. Neither 
was I directly prompted to believe. I did 
not even think of the Christian articles 
of belief. But the words and the life of 
Christ impressed me. Every word He said 
found its echo in my heart. So by read- • 
Mg the New Testament my heart gradu-
ally changed. 

I always believed in God, but the life 
of Christ impressed inc so as to engage 
my mind seriously and incessantly with 
Him. I always believed with my mind ; 
but Christ's example enabled me to be-
lieve with Inv heart. God became the ob-
ject of my love. I found that I never 
could have loved God before. Maimonides 
and all Jewish philosophers and moralists 
say that a man must STRIVE to love God. 
Their precept for attaining that measure 
is to be a perfect Talmudist. Yet neither 
the keeping of the law nor learning ever 
brought my heart nearer to the God of 
Israel, nor did it enable me to become 
better and govern my passions, or to love 
God. But now I felt that I could love 
God. At the same time, I found it strange 
that Christ was so much misunderstood 
in Israel. I saw that 'Christ's doctrine is 
necessary for man's happiness, but could 
not understand how it is that Christ is 
not considered to be our greatest, dear- 
est prophet. • 	- 

COULD CHRISTIANITY BE IDOLATRY? 

My reason always told me that Chris-
tianity was idolatry; but how could I be-
lieve that an idolatrous religion could ex- 

Who Is the Meshumed? 
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alt the God of Israel so much? I could 
no longer doubt that if one is a true 
Christian he surely fears and loves the 
God of Israel more than any Israelite in 
the world was able to do. One day, tired 
and weak, looking for spiritual and bod-
ily rest, thinking of my worldly spiritual 
tr....ubles, I looked up .to God and, after a 
deep sigh said involuntarily, `Jesus 
Christ, my Redeemer !" For a moment I 
feared that I was out of my reason, but 
was still more astonished at the great de-
light the words gave me. I was satisfied 
that Christ was my Redeemer, no matter 
if I understood it or not. The belief in 
the Cross is a cross for the body and 
mind, it is the deepest humiliation before 
God, it is sorely self-denying. 

I repeated the words, "Jesus Christ, 
my Redeemer," many a time, for they 
gave me much delight. I also thought of 
the Scripture passages which predict 
Christ, and saw that there was no neces-
sity to accept queer interpretations when 
the simple meaning of Scripture so per-
fectly agrees with what I felt and knew 
was true, and leading to God. 

I never realized what the aim of re-
ligion was until I felt that I was recon-
ciled to God through the belief in Christ. 
Now I understood that it was worth hav-
ing a religion, and that its aim to recon-
cile to God is a reality. I felt it,-I saw it. 
It appeared to me now as the only aim 
of the Old Testament; and my joy at 
findin,,  that aim was beyond description. 
I could perceive, now, how David found 
such a delight in loving God. As I found 
that Christ was true, I also found my 
sins were covered. In finding that in His 
life lies the life of the world, I conse-
quently also realized that I had been un-
der the sentence of death before. And 
this assurance of being pardoned seems 
to me to be a supernatural power influ-
encing the heart. 

GOD'S LOVE FOR ME BECOMES REAL 

It is a feeling of safety which no rea-
soning can give or disturb. And as this 
feeling of safety and joy was a thing I 
never anticipated, it made me exceeding-
ly amazed. It is really wonderful. I per-
ceived an assurance of the grace and love 
of God, and realized the truth of religion, 
as if God had spoken to me in words. 

The thought of being redeemed by the 
grace of God, and by a way which I al-
ways used to consider folly and even 
idolatry, engaged my mind for many 
weeks. All nature seemed to me changed 
and covered with a veil of poetry. Sun, 
moons and stars seemed to notice me and 
to look at me with smiling glances, re-
joicing in sympathy over my redemption. 
The heavens seemed to .be lowered and 
coining nearer to me ; the wind and the 
water seemed to speak to me, whisper-
ing love. None can imagine that happi-
ness save one who has experienced it; 
everything looked loving and lovely. 

I shall not dwell on other Christian ex- 

periences, for which may the Lord keep 
my heart always thankful. The struggles 
of my heart before God gave me the 
courage to confess Christ publicly. What 
I sacrificed, suffered and still suffer, I 
shall not undertake to describe. The Jews 
do not believe it and the Christians can-
not imagine it. I had to.ruin myself con-
cerning this world. I made my name a 
subject of hatred and contempt. The 
grief I caused my mother and nearest 
relatives is harder than death for me. 

I WOULD DUD FOR MY OWN PEOPLE 

MY attachment and hope for Israel as 
a nation is stronger than anybody can 
believe ; God knows how willingly I 
would die for His people and suffer 
everything for their felicity. It is truly 
not a little thing to leave a circle of dear 
friends, and to go among strangers, to 
be a subject of indifference and even sus-
picion. I stand alone in the world, and am 
subjected to all sorts of abuses and 
rision. Oh ! I am alone, alone, forsaken 
and shunned by men ! I am alone. "Fear 
ye not the reproach of men, neither be 
ye afraid of their revilings" (Isaiah 51 :7). 
I have lost nothing, after all; for this 
world 1 shall overcome; it is not worth 
.grieving for. Would the Jews only not 
misunderstand Christianity they would 
surely accept it. One who would do the 
will of God and reads the Bible, will soon 
find out who sent Christ into the world. 
Christ said, "My doctrine is not mine, 
hut his that sent me. If any man will do 
his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of Gccd, or whether I speak 
,if myself" (John 7 :16,17). 

A man can never be converted in his 
mind; if the heart does not search the 
truth and yearn to God and change en- 

AND when they had fulfilled all that 
was written of him, they took 
him down from the tree, and laid 

him in a sepulchre. But God raised him 
from the dead : And he was seen many 
days of them which came up with him 
from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his 
witnesses unto the people. And we de-
clare unto you glad tidings, how that 
the" promise which was made unto the 
fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto 
us their children, in that he bath raised 
up Jesus again ; as it is also written in 
the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee. And as con-
cerning that he raised him up from the 
dead, now no more to return to corrup-
tion, he said on this wise, I will give you 
the sure mercies. of David. Wherefore he 
saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt 
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tirely, then a man will surely never see 
the truth. "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3). 

From what I have stated, it is obvious 
that 1 was not 	 d . converted because I found  
out that Christianity was in agreement 
with my reason, but because I discover-
ed my own weakness, and felt that my 
only strength is in belief. My heart was 
restless with my reasoning and found 
rest in believing. My soul languished; it 
yearned for something I knew not my-
self. In Christ I found living water for 
my thirst, living water in the wilderness, 
and I could not refuse it. I accepted it 
without asking the mind's counsel. Could 
a man in a wilderness, when he is near 
perishing with thirst, think much when 
water is offered to him ? I found the 
world cold, empty and dark ; the only 

light  is with the God of Israel, to whom 
Jesus Christ is the only way. 

not suffer thine Holy One to see corrup-
tion. For David, after he had served his 
own generation by the will of God, fell 
on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, 
and saw corruption. But he, .whom God 
raised again, saw no corruption. Be it 
known unto you therefore, men and 
brethren, that through this man is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of 
sins : and by him all that believe are jus-
tified from all things, from which ye 
could not be justified by the law of Mos-
es. .Beware therefore, lest that conic 
upon you, which is spoken of in the 
prophets; 

Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and 
perish : For I work a work in your days, 
a work which ye shall in no wise believe, • 
though a man declare it unto you. 

Acts 13:41. 

A DRINK FROM THE FOUNTAIN 

Acts 13:29-41 
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