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WHO IS THE SON OF PSALM 2? 

I-1E LAST VERSE of Psalm 2 contains 
the beautiful admonition, "Kiss 
the Son." The conviction of both 

Jewish and Christian theologians is that 
this Psalm is one of many definite proph-
ecies of the Messiah, the promised Sav-

' 
 

four of God's chosen people Israel. The 
Psalm embodies two separate advents of 
the Messiah into this world, first, as the 
humble servant of the Lord to be rejec-
ted, and, second, as the Lord's anointed 
who will return in power and glory to 
rule all nations. 

Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of 
Zion. 

I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said 
unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I 
begotten thee. 

Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heath-
en for thine inheritanec, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession. 

Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron.... 
Be wise now therefore, 0 ye kings: be in-

structed, ye judges of the earth.... 
Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish 

from the way, when his wrath is kindled but 
a little. Blessed are all they that put their 
trust in him. 

DID THE PROPHETS FORIOTIOLL TWO 
ADVENTS OF MESSIAH? 

Many people find it difficult to under-
stand how the Old Testament prophecies 
could have presented the coming Mes-
siah in two such entirely different capac-
ities, a suffering servant and a mighty 
king. Just as one can see on the distant 
horizon several ranges of mountains 
which appear from that great distance 
to be blended together so that one range 
can scarcely be distinguished from anoth-
er, although in actual fact they may be 
miles apart, so it was with the prophets  

of the Old Testament when they looked 
into the dim and distant future and saw 
the coming of the Messiah. They saw 
Him in humility and glory but did not 
distinguish the great time lapse between. 
Some prophecies, like Isaiah 53, portray 
Messiah's suffering and great sacrifice 
of His life in atonement for the sins of 
His people. Others, like Psalm 2, speak 
of the mighty king. 

DID THE PROPHETS FORETELL 
MESSIAH'S DIVINITY? 

The prophet Isaiah foretold the divin-
ity and miraculous birth of the coming 
Messiah in chapter seven, verses thirteen 
and fourteen. 

Hear ye now, 0 house of David 	the Lord 
himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a vir-
gin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Inunanuel. 

Immanuel means "God with us." If the 
Messiah was not to be the divine Son of 
God, what can be the meaning of this 
prophecy ? It was fulfilled in the giving 
of the name JEsus which is the Greek 
form of the Hebrew JEHOSHUA, Jehovah-
Saviour, as we read in Matthew 1 :21, 

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save 
his people from their sins. 

So the prophet Isaiah told us that Mes-
siah would be God with us. When He 
came He was called Jesus the Christ. 
The name CHRIST is from the Greek form 
of the Hebrew for MESSIAH. It is impor-
tant to note this, for many have paid the 
utmost disrespect to the name "Christ" 
not realizing that it is another word for 
"Messiah." This Immanuel was to be 
God manifest in the flesh, and so it came 
to pass that 

The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace 
and truth (John 1:14). 

THE POSSIBILITY OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH 

Since God created the world and the 
first man and woman, why should peo-
ple stumble at this miracle of the virgin 
birth of the Messiah ? Is it not equal to 
denying God's supreme power to doubt 
this ? Did He not divide the Red Sea for 
His people to pass through? Many were 
the mighty miracles He performed. Is it 
not obvious also that the promised Mes-
siah had to be more than ordinary man? 
Hear Isaiah again, 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace (9:6). 

The miraculous birth of the Saviour 
was therefore definitely prophesied in 
the Old Testament, as well as the fact 
that He would be Son of God and Son of 
Man. It is well to remember that in Gen-
esis 3 :15 God promised that it would be 
through the seed of the woman that the 
Redeemer would eventually come to re-
deem mankind from the curse that was 
put upon the human race through the 
first act of disobedience to God. 

THE REASON FOR. MESSIAH'S HUMANITY 

Now we come to the reason why the 
Messiah had to be born in human form 
and offer His own body as the one great 
sacrifice of atonement so that whoever 
would accept Him would be once and 
for all purified in the sight of God and 
forgiven. God made it very plain through-
out His Book that blood was essential 
to bring to Him as an atonement for our 
sins. Our own acts of righteousness are 
not enough (Isaiah 64:6). The following 
three instances from the Old Testament 
prove this. 

1. In Genesis, when Cain and Abel 
brought their offerings to God, Abel's 
offering of animals was accepted by the 
Lord in preference to Cain's offering of 
the fruit of the ground. This shows that, 
however good our works may be in our 
own sight, they are not enough for God. .  
He requires the blood of atonement. 

2. In Exodus, when God was about 
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to deliver the Israelites out of Egyptian 
bondage, He told Moses that He would 
send a final plague on Egypt which 
would be the means of destroying all the 
first-born in the land of Egypt. How-
ever, each family of the Israelites was to 
kill a lamb without blemish for each 
household, and with its blood they were 
to mark on the doorposts of their houses. 
Only the houses thus marked would be 
passed over by the Angel of Death. God 
made this point quite clear. Had any Is-
raelite family omitted to carry out this 
injunction, they would have received the 
same punishment as every Egyptian 
household. What a lesson is to be learned 
from this! God did not actually need to 
be shown which houses contained His 
people, but He meant to show to them 
and to future generations that only those 
sheltered under the blood of sacrifice 
were safe from His wrath. 

3. In Leviticus, when the Israelites 
were sojourning in the wilderness, God 
said, 

For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and 
I have given it to you upon the altar to make 
an atonement fur your souls: for it is the 
blood that maketh an atonement for the soul 
(17:11). 

Nothing could be plainer, and the ani-
mal sacrifices, therefore, played a most 
important part in the lives of the people 
of Israel. 

But God had only instituted these as 
a type and shadow of the true sacrifice 
that was to come. At the time appointed, 
as foretold in Daniel 9:25,26, God sent 
His only-begotten Son, Israel's Messiah, 
to make the supreme sacrifice once for 
all so that whosoever is sheltered under 
His blood through simple acceptance of 
Him as the Messiah is safe from God's 
judgment. 

THE ATONING WORK OF MESSIAH 

Up to the time of Messiah's sacrifice 
on the cross of Calvary, the Jewish peo-
ple depended on their High Priest's in-
tercession for them. This he did within 
the Holy of Holies of the Temple where 
he offered each Day of Atonement the 
blood of slain animals to the Lord as an 
atonement for the sins of the people. 
This part of the Temple was separated 
from the rest by an elaborate curtain 
called the Veil. No one dared to go past 
this Veil except the High Priest. Immed-
iately after the death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ on the cross this Veil was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom (Matt-
hew 27:51), proving that all might there-
after have access to God through the 
sacrifice of the Messiah who, having 
risen from the dead on the third day, is 
now our High Priest at the right hand 
of God the Father. 

DOES THE NEW TESTAMENT 
PRESENT A NEW RELIGION? 

The faith of the New Testament is a 
complement to that of the Old. Jeremiah 
prophesied the coming of this new cov-
enant: 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel, and with the house of Judah: 

Not according to the covenant that I made 
with their fathers, in the day that I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt; which my covenant they brake, al-
though I was a husband unto them, saith the 
Lord: 

But this shall be the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel; After those 
days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall 
be my people (31:31-33). 

When the Lord Jesus Christ handed 
the wine to His disciples at the last Pass-
over Supper He said, "This is my blood 
of the new testament (covenant), which 
is shed for many for the remission of 
sins" (Matthew 26 :28). By the accept-
ance of Him and His sacrifice for our 
sins we enter this new covenant and re-
ceive the law written in our hearts. 

ISRAEL'S UNBELIEF FORETOLD 

In the early part of Isaiah's ministry 
God said to him : 

Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but 
understand not; and see ye indeed, but per-
ceive not. 

Make the heart of this people fat, and make 
their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they 
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, and convert. 
and be healed (6:9,10). 

Even after the death of the Messiah 
two of His followers were guilty of un-
belief. Appearing to them after His res-
urrection He said, 

0 fools, and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken: 

Ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into his glory? 

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets. 
he expounded unto them in all the scriptures 
the things concerning himself (Luke 24:25-27). 

Israel's unbelief, however, w'as only 
partial; for the number of disciples mul-
tiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 
company of the priests were obedient to 
the faith (Acts 6:7). 

JEWISH ACCEPTANCE OF JESUS CHRIST 

These facts show how it is that a per-
son of the Jewish faith can acknowledge 
Jesus Christ as Israel's own Messiah and 
accept the New Testament as being sim-
ply a continuation and fulfillment of the 
Old instead of a "new religion" as it is 
often believed to be. 

Maybe it is not generally known that 
one of the world's greatest Jews, Benja-
min Disraeli, Prime Minister of England 
in Queen Victoria's reign, in spite of his 
great pride in his heritage as a Jew, be-
lieved in the Lord Jesus Christ. On one 
occasion he stated that he "did not know 
how a Jew could fail to be a Christian." 
Countless others could be mentioned, in-
cludino•

b 
 many fine Rabbis, who have ac-

cepted the Lord Jesus Christ as Israel's 
Messiah. 

KISS THE SON 

People of the Jewish faith, remain no 
longer under the cloud of unbelief. Do 
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not clamour as did our ancestors, "His 
blood be upon us." Heed the commix 
of God in Psalm 2 and kiss the Son, les.  
He be angry, and ye perish from th( 
way, when His wrath is kindled but 
little. Blessed are all they that put their 
trust in Him. 
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