
THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 
Subscription Price 	 VOL. 39 - No. 9 
5.0c. a Year. 	 MAY, 1956 

Ten Gentiles and One Jew 
by SOLOMON BIRNBAUM 

TWENTY-FIVE centuries ago a Jewish 
prophet drew the following pic-
ture of the Jews among the 

nations : 
In those days it shall come to pass, that ten 

men shall take hold out of all languages of 
the nations (Gentiles), even shall take hold of 
the skirt of him that is a Jew.... (Zechariah, 
chapter 8, verse 23). 

Gentiles taking hold of Jews to curse 
and maltreat them is a familiar picture. 
From time immemorial this seems to 
have been the lot of Jews everywhere. 
Some of us have been the victims or the 
witnesses of such experiences. A propor-
tion of ten Gentiles to one Jew conjures 
up problems which cause them dire mis-
givings. They begin to see visions of 
terror as to what the one Jew might do 
to the ten Gentiles. In order to avert such 
dreaded calamities, the ten rush upon the 
one and take hold of him . . . . 

Long before the arrival of Hitler this 
phobia seems to have been the concern 
of many people with regard to the Jews 
of Poland. "Three and a half million 
Jews in Poland," they said, "among a 
Polish population of barely thirty million 
—more than ten percent! This is a fright-
ening situation. Something terrible is 
bound to happen. At least one million 
Jews must emigrate !" 

In this manner even some of the best 
friends of the Jews argued. One Jew 
among ten Gentiles is too much ! I felt 
suspicious of those arguments. They 
sounded like anti-Semitism. What could 
happen to the Jews in Poland that had 
not happened to them already, I won-
dered. As it turned out, however, no one, 
even in his wildest dreams, could have 
imagined the catastrophe which was so  

soon to overtake them. 

Anti-Semitism in its many forms and 
disguises is still pouring forth an unend-
ing stream of hatred and prejudice to 
poison the soul of mankind. It is not sat-
isfied with the six million victims it has 
recently claimed. It is hungry for more. 
Even today it is making headway in our 
own country. Thus here, too, the ten 
Gentiles are ready to take hold of the 
skirt of him that is a Jew, and with 
curses and beating shout, "Get out, you 
. . . Jew, get out !" 

Up to this point, however, we have seen 
only one part of the prophetic picture--
that part which has become engraved in 
our experiences of the past. 

But the Prophet has a different ending 
to this story. The Gentiles, indeed, still 
take hold of the Jew, but not to shout at 
him : Get out ! but to entreat with him—
"We want to go with you !" 

In this picture, the Prophet as a mat-
ter of fact does not intend to depict the 
tragedy of anti-Semitism but rather, on 
the contrary, to point out the sure rem-
edy for this plague. He wants to demon-
strate to us what can be done in order to 
eradicate forever this frightful disease. 
A great many have given up hope that 
anything could be done. The plague has 
endured so long and is so widespread that 
even the most expert physicians have 
despaired of ever finding a cure. But the 
prophet of God assures us that the cure 
is here ! We need only open our eyes to 
see it. We need only the will and the 
courage to apply it. 

What is the cure ? 

It is shown clearly in the prophetic 

word which we have quoted in part only 
at the beginning of this article, and which 
we are now quoting in full: 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts; In those days. 
it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take 
hold out of all languages of the nations (Gen-
tiles), even shall take hold of the skirt of him 
that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: 
for we have heard that God is with you (Zech-
ariah 8:23). 

What an amazing and miraculous con-
trast between this kind of taking hold of 
the Jew and the one we have been used 
to ! The ten Gentiles no longer shout "Get 
out !" but they plead, "We want to go 
with you !" Something extraordinary 
must have happened to bring this about. 

What was it ? 

The ten Gentiles answer : "We have 
heard that God is with you !" Nothing 
spectacular indeed; only the Gentiles, in 
some way, have become convinced that 
the Jews were the people of God, and 
that God was with them. It is this con-
viction that has made all the difference! 
It has turned the enemies of the Jews in-
to friends ; out of persecutors it has made 
disciples and followers. In short, it has 
stopped absolutely the plague of anti-
Semitism ! 

Someone might now ask : But how 
shall we go about convincing the Gen-
tiles that we, Jews, are the people of God 
and that God is with us ? Shall we now 
become more orthodox than even the or-
thodox Jews of the Polish Ghettos which 
have disappeared ? Shall we become more 
strict about eating Kosher and order our 
lives more rigidly according to the min-
ute rules and regulations of the Shulchan 
Aruch ? Shall we also more assiduously 
give ourselves over to the study of the 
Talmud ? Will that convince them ? 

No, that kind of orthodoxy never 
brought such conviction to the Gentiles 
in the past, and is not likely to do so in 
the future. On the contrary, the more 
we practiced that kind of piety, the less 
we and our way of life have gained their 
respect. 

But again someone might ask, why 
should we at all bother about the opin-
ions of the Gentiles ? Shall we, the chosen' 
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people of God, go to learn from them, 
the pagans, in order to find out whether 
or not we are on the right track ? What 
do the Gentiles know about our Jewish 
religion ? 

Nevertheless, Moses himself told us that 
we should look to the Gentiles. God has 
placed them before us as a mirror, into 
which we are to look, in order to exam-
ine ourselves as to whether or not we 
and our way of life are as God wants 
them to be. Here is what He said : 

Now therefore hearken, 0 Israel, unto the 
statutes and unto the judgments, which I 
teach you....Ye shall not add unto the word 
which I command you, neither shall ye dimin-
ish aught from it....Keep therefore and do 
them; for this is your wisdom and your under-
standing in the sight of the nations (Gentiles), 
which shall hear all these statutes, and say, 
Surely this great nation is a wise and under-
standing people (Deuteronomy 4:1,2,6). 

These words make it perfectly clear 
that it would be to our advantage to look 
to the Gentiles and take notice of their 
opinions regarding us and our conduct. 
The same words also declare that the 
Gentiles will treat us with respect and 
admiration only on condition that we 
obey and observe the commandments of 
God solely, and not the additions and tra-
ditions of the Rabbis. We are urgently 
warned against adding or taking away 
from the word of God as commanded us 
through Moses. The Rabbinical additions 
and traditions have put us to shame be-
fore the Gentile world. The unfavorable 
attitude of the Gentiles toward us should 
have long ago acted as a danger signal 
warning us that there must be something 
wrong with our traditional orthodoxy, 
and that we must change our ways. 

Now this picture painted for us by the 
prophet Zechariah reveals a different 
kind of orthodoxy. It is one that has at 
last succeeded in convincing the Gentiles 
that we are truly the people of God and 
that God is with us. 

What is this different, this new ortho-
doxy ? 

It is summed up in the four words 
which we used above, and which in He-
brew spell out just one word. That He-
brew word is IMMANUEL, which trans-
lated into English means : God is with us. 

Now, Immanuel is a name of the Mes-
siah! and that name refers to none other 
than the Lord Jesus of the New Testa-
ment. 

God with us—Immanuel—the Messiah 
is the cure and remedy for anti-Semitism! 
He is the new orthodoxy which possesses 
the power to finally convince the Gen-
tiles that we are a people who may sin-
cerely claim that God is with us. Messiah-
Immanuel in the heart of the Jew will so 
change the heart of the Gentile that in-
stead of shouting "Get out !" he will say 
"We will come with you." 

This is not anything imaginary, some- 

thing that is supposed to take place in 
the distant future. The evidences of this 
fact are around today, and they are in-
numerable. Whenever a Jew accepts Im-
manuel—the Messiah—invariably a group 
of Gentiles gather around him and arc 
willing to go with him and help him. 
Jews may reject him, call such a one 
Meshummed or other similar names, but 
Gentiles say to him : "We will go with 
you because we have heard that God is 
with you !" 

This does not mean that the Jew ceas-
es to be a Jew, or that he abandons his 
Jewish heritage, but rather, through ac-
cepting the Messiah, he fully enters upon 
his heritage and glorifies the name "Jew" 
in the sight of the Gentiles. 

The Messiah-Immanuel has the pow-
er to accomplish this miraculous change 
because He has the power to change 
man's heart from self-love and sin to the 
love and service of the living God. Sin is 
the cause of all hatred, misery and evil. 
The Lord Jesus, the Messiah, died upon 
the Cross to save us from sin. Through 
faith in Him we obtain forgiveness and 
cleansing. 

Again, this is not just an idea which 
Christians have invented to bolster up 
their theories. It is the plain teaching of 
the Word of God. In the book of the 
Prophet Isaiah we have the following 
words spoken concerning the Messiah : 

He was wounded for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastise-
ment of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:5,6). 

He is our sacrifice, our Korban, for our 
sins. He is our peace, our forgiveness. 

The Messiah-Immanuel has the power 
to change man's nature and bring about 
the New Birth. Through it we become 
the children of God, become the heirs of 
eternal life, and enter fellowship with our 
Father in Heaven. 

Any person who has had this exper-
ience, be he Jew or Gentile, will not hate 
or fight or curse ; he will bless. His sole 
purpose will be to live to the glory of 
God, and for the service of his fellow-
men. 

All these blessings flow from the Mes-
siah-Immanuel. Let us yield ourselves 
to Him. Let us receive Him into our life 
and follow Him. And then, not only ten 
Gentiles, but all the peoples of the world 
according to the vision of the Prophet 
Isaiah, will flow to Mount Zion, the capi-
tal of the Jewish nation, and say : 

Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
and he will teach um of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem (Isaiah 2:3). 
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