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Without Blood No Remission 

THOUGH many are not aware of it, 
it is still true that there is an im-
portant letter in the New Testa-

ment written to Jews. It is called The 
Epistle to the Hebrews. In this grand let-
ter some of the most comprehensive 
themes and principles of the Bible are 
steadily and repeatedly set forth : the 
law, the ordinances, the covenants, the 
sacrifices, and the all-important matter 
of approach and access to God. In the 
ninth chapter we read these significant 
words : "For where a testament is, there 
must of necessity be the death of him 
that made it. For a testament is of force 
where there hath been death : for it doth 
never avail while he that made it liveth. 
Wherefore even the first covenant hath 
not been dedicated without blood. For 
when every commandment had been spok-
en by Moses unto all the people according 
to the law, he took the blood of the calves 
and the goats, with water and scarlet 
wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the 
book itself and all the people, saying, This 
is the blood of the covenant which God 
commanded to you-ward. Moreover the 
tabernacle and all the vessels of the 
ministry he sprinkled in like manner with 
the blood. And according to the law, I 
may almost say, all things are cleansed 
with blood, and apart from shedding of 
blood there is no remission." (9:17-22). In 
this chapter the sacred writer outlined 
how fully the Old Testament appoint-
ments and arrangements set forth, in the 
wisdom of God, the coming sacrifice of 
the Messiah of Israel. In the portion we 
have just read there are three applications 
of blood : (1) the covenant was founded  
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on blood (verses 19, 20) ; (2) defilement 
was removed by blood (verses 21, 22a) ; 
and (3) the guilt of sin was taken away 
by blood (verse 22b). No more essential 
principle than this could be enunciated in 
the Bible. 

In order to see the fulness of meaning 
here, we need only look at this method at 
work. 

BEFORE MOSES' DAY 

So basic with God is the requirement 
of blood in the matter of forgiveness of 
sin, that we find it at the beginning of 
human history with Adam and Eve. Gen-
esis 3 :21 tells us : "And the Lord God 
made for Adam and for his wife coats of 
skins, and clothed them." This procedure 
necessitated the slaying and death of the 
animals, with the shedding of their blood, 
in order that the proper clothing might 
be obtained to cover Adam and Eve in 
their sin. It was at this very point that 
Cain made shipwreck of his life and be-
came the world's first murderer. The rec-
ord states : (Gen. 4 :3-5) "And in process 
of time it came to pass, that Cain brought 
of the fruit of the ground an offering un-
to the Lord. And Abel, he also brought 
of the firstlings of his flock and of the 
fat thereof. And the Lord had respect un-
to Abel and to his offering : but unto Cain 
and his offering he had not respect." This 
was not capricious or arbitrary of God. 
Cain had violated a basic principle of 
God's moral and spiritual universe ; he 
had ignored the basic need for the shed-
ding of blood in approaching God. On the 
other hand, the testimony is distinct for 
Abel (Heb. 11 :4) : "By faith Abel offered  

unto God a more excellent sacrifice than 
Cain, through which he had witness borne 
to him that he was righteous, God bear-
ing witness in respect of his gifts : and 
through it he being dead yet speaketh." 
Noah recognized and acted on this 
weighty truth. When he emerged from 
the ark, he built an altar to the Lord, took 
off clean beasts, and offered burnt offer-
ings to God. There is no possible room for 
question that this fixed divine require-
ment was passed on for centuries from 
father to son and from son to grandson. 
Abraham, the father of the faithful and 
of the chosen people Israel, repeatedly 
showed that he understood and complied 
with this prerequisite of God's spiritual 
government. As soon as he was come in-
to the land of Canaan and had received 
the promises of God, it is noted that Ab-
raham built an altar to the Lord. In place 
after place, as he journeyed through the 
land of promise, he made sure that he ap-
proached God through the shedding of 
the blood of animal sacrifices. Remember, 
dear friend, that God laid down this ir-
revocable law Himself. 

An unbeliever once said to a Christian, 
when they were discussing the tendencies 
of the day to deny the teaching of final 
punishment for the ungodly, "Well, T 
have faith in God; and I believe I am will-
ing to take my chances with Him." The 
Christian answered at once, "You can 
safely take your chances with God only 
on God's own conditions !" Without the 
shedding of blood there never was remis-
sion of sin. 

This method operated, not only before 
Moses' day, but also 

IN THE LAW OF MOSES 

In the law given to Moses by God, with 
its elaborate ritual of the Day of Atone-
ment as well as daily and festival sacri-
fices, this rule of God had its most elab-
orate display before the coming of the 
Messiah of Israel. The covenant with 
Moses was ratified by the blood of animals 
slain. In Exodus 40:9 mention is made of 
Moses sprinkling the tabernacle with oil. 
In Hebrews we are informed that the 
tabernacle was sprinkled with blood as 
well. Look throughout the detailed and 
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God-given system with its multiplied Lev-
itical appointments and ministrations, and 
you will find that when forgiveness of 
sins is in question, blood is an absolute 
essential. (Lev. 17:11) : "For the life of 
the flesh is in the blood; and I have given 
it to you upon the altar to make atone-
ment for your souls : for it is the blood 
that maketh atonement by reason of the 
life" (that is, that has been forfeited in 
the sacrifice slain by the priest). The Rab-
bis had a saying on the basis of Lev. 17: 
11: "There is no atonement except by 
blood." When water was used, even the 
water itself derived its power to cleanse 
from the sacrifices. Metals were purified 
by fire; clothes were washed in water 
(Num. 31:22-24) ; but these were puri-
fications not directly connected with re-
mission or forgiveness of sins. The whole 
Old Testament is a standing monument 
and witness to the truth now before us. 

It is told a notorious robber in New 
York grew weary of his life of sin and 
wanted to become a Christian, but almost 
despaired of being saved. A Christian 
talked and prayed with him, but could not 
seem to give him the encouragement he 
needed. He then sang the first verse of 
"There is a fountain filled with blood," 
but the poor man said, "There is nothing 
in that for me." He then sang the second 
verse— 

"The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That Fountain in his day; 

And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away." 

"That means me," said the penitent rob-
ber, and took Christ as Saviour. It must 
be by the blood way for all. Finally, we 
see this vital and glorious rule at work 

IN THE DEATH OF THE MESSIAH 

The purpose of the whole passage in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, as well as the 
aim of the rest of the Bible, is to point 
to Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah of Is-
rael, as the One through whom all the 
world may have remission, because He 
shed His blood. Hear these eternally sig-
nificant words (Rom. 324, 25) : "Being 
justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus : whom 
God set forth a propitiation, through faith, 
in his blood (mark this well), to show his 
righteousness because of the passing 
over of the sins, done aforetime, in the 
forbearance of God." The apostle Paul at 
Miletus with the elders from Ephesus 
charged them : (Acts 20:28) "Take heed 
unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in 
which the Holy Spirit hath made you 

OR the law having a shadow of 
good things to come, and not the 
very image of the things, can never 

with those sacrifices, which they offered 
year by year continually, make the corn-
ers thereunto perfect. 

For then would they not have ceased 
to be offered ? because that the worship- 

overseers, to feed the church of the Lord 
which he purchased with his own blood." 
Men everywhere need to know and must 
believe that the Messiah had already ap-
peared once to put away sin by the sacri-
fice of Himself (Heb. 9:26). The apostle 
Peter tells his readers that "ye were re-
deemed, not with corruptible things, with 
silver or gold, from your vain manner of 
life handed down from your fathers • but 
with precious blood, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot, even the blood 
of Christ." (1 Peter 1:18, 19). Friends, 
this is the central theme of the Bible. 

Mr. Williams, in a record of missionary 
travel in the South Sea Islands, told of 
an old blind chief by the name of Me, 
who was contacted with the gospel story. 
Williams found this old blind man on a 
bed of sickness and intimated that he 
thought this might be his last illness. He 
wanted the man to tell him what he 
thought of himself in the sight of God, 
and what the foundation of his hope was. 
"Oh," he said, "I have been in great 
trouble this morning, but I am happy 
now. I saw an immense mountain with 
great sides, upon which I tried to climb, 
but when I had gotten to quite a height, 
I lost my hold, and fell to the bottom. 
Exhausted, I sat down to weep, and while 
weeping I saw a drop of blood fall on that 
mountain, and in a moment it was dis-
solved. That mountain was my sins, and 
the drop that fell on it was one drop of 
the precious blood of Jesus." 

Dear Jewish friend, do not fondly 
dream of some other way. It was the 
Old Testament prophet Jeremiah who 
said (2:22) : "For though thou wash thee 
with lye, and take thee much soap, yet 
thine iniquity is marked before me, saith 
the Lord God." There are refuge and 
cleansing in the blood of the Messiah 
alone. 

"Christ does not save men by His life, 
Though that was holy, sinless, pure, 

Nor even by His tender love, 
Though that forever shall endure; 

He does not save them by His words, 
Though they shall never pass away : 

Nor by His vast creative power 
That holds the elements in sway ; 

He does not save them by His works, 
Though He was ever doing good—

The awful need was greater still, 
It took His death, His cross, His 

blood!" 
— The Gospel Herald 

Make the Messiah your own Saviour 
by accepting His redeeming work for 
you! 

pers once purged should have had no 
more conscience of sins. 

But in those sacrifices there is a re-
membrance again made of sins every 
year. 

For it is not possible that the blood of 
bulls and of goats should take away sins. 

Wherefore, when he cometh into the 
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world, he saith, Sacrifice and offerin 
thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou 
prepared me : 

In burnt offerings and sacrifices for 
sin thou hast had no pleasure. 

Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume 
of the book it is written of me) to do thy 
will, 0 God. 

Above when he said, Sacrifice and of-
fering and burnt offerings and offering 
for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst 
pleasure therein ; which are offered by 
the law ; 

Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, 
0 God. He taketh away the first, that he 
may establish the second. 

By the which will we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. 

A Drink From the Fountain 
Hebrews 10:1-10 
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