
What Say the Rabbis of Messiah? 

Would you like to know why the 53d chapter of Isaiah is not read 
in the Synagogues today and why the Rabbis have eliminated the reading of 
it from the Haftorah in the Sabbath services?... Did you know that the Musaf 
Prayer of Yom Kippur corresponds almost word for word with Isaiah 53? 
Study this matter for yourself.. For 	in stamps you may have our folder, 
"An Astonishing Yom Kippur Prayer." Write us for it. 
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What Was God's Purpose 
For the Am Segula 
By Ex-Rabbi Asher Levi 

IN the Old Testament we read: 

God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall 
dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall 
be his servant (Genesis 9:27). 

It was to the sons of Noah that God 
made known His intentions that through 
the seed of Shem there should come all 
material blessings to the world. Because of 
this in the realm of science and the field 
of ethics, in finance, in medicine, in as-
tronomy, in music, in all these essential ele-
ments of civilized life, God has used the 
Jew as the means of blessing and enlighten-
ment. 

Over three thousand and two hundred 
years have passed since the Jewish nation 
stood at the nether part of Mount Sinai to 
receive the Law through Moses, when the 
Almighty proclaimed the Jewish nation as 
a "chosen people"—Ant Segula. This title 
does not mean that they are superior to 
other people on earth ; rather it signifies 
that they have been chosen from all other 
people to bring the light of God into the 
darkness, to keep the torch of justice and 
kindness aflame, to teach the laws of mercy, 
of brotherly love, of holiness and godliness. 

Obviously, we must realize that the sur-
vival of Israel throughout the ages cannot 
be attributed to Israel's strength or power, 
because Israel was always a small nation, 
without empire, without territories. Not 
even its reputed fame as to finances and  

commerce could be brought in as an ex-
planation of their existence, because the 
overwhelming masses of Israel are even now 
living in dire poverty. But the answer is 
found in Deuteronomy, chapter 7, verses 
7-8: 

The Lord did not set his love upon you, nor 
choose you, because ye were more in number 
than any people; for ye were the fewest of all 
people: but because the Lord loved you, and 
because he would keep the oath which he had 
sworn unto your fathers, bath the Lord brought 
you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you 
out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

So, then, it was God's covenant-keeping 
character that brought about the preserva-
tion of the People of Israel through all the 
dark centuries. So, in spite of continuous 
persecutions, expulsions, and extortions, Is-
rael is still living and we may dare to say 
that we shall never die. 

We Christian Jews are very conscious of 
and very grateful for the precious cove-
nant: the Torah, given to us at Mount 
Sinai. It is the basis of the New Testa-
ment; the New Testament is its fulfill-
ment. As someone has well said: 

The New is in the Old contained; 
The Old is by the New explained. 

So, both of them are one book, which 
teaches us how man should serve the true 
God by being made like Him, and thus 
lead a godly life. Everything else should 
be of lesser importance and may need to be  

sacrificed towards this end. Wealth, career, 
desire for fame, lust for power; anything 
that interferes with this objective to lead 
a God-like life must be rejected. If a man 
chooses to refuse this teaching of the Old 
and the New Testaments, he is not freer 
than he would have been had he accepted 
it. On the contrary, he still serves, not the 
exalting ideal of Godliness, but a degrad-
ing, selfish, personal life. 

My friends, let us examine now what 
God has brought to the world through the 
people of Israel. Through the people of Is-
rael God gave to the world the Bible, a rev-
elation of Himself. It was the true inward 
heart of the Jewish nation that came for-
ward to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
flower and the ultimate goal and hope of 
all Israel. These were the Jews who became 
martyrs because of their faith in true Ju-
daism, which means the acceptance of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as Messiah and Saviour. 

The Jews also contributed much to civi-
lization, which they have extended into 
several spheres. In the sphere of culture 
they have given mankind poets and think-
ers, artists and musicians, statesmen and 
philanthropists. 

In addition to all, and above all these 
material blessings, the Jews have given 
mankind the Messiah, who was born from 
amonn•

6 
 the Jews of the virgin Mary, in the 

city of Bethlehem, just as was predicted 
by the prophet Micah. Now, if we Jews be-
lieve in Moses, we must believe also in Mes-
siah. Because in the Old Testament, Deut-
eronomy 18 :15, God told us as follows: 

The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a 
Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy breth-
ren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken. 

God promised that a. prophet would be 
born from among the Jews, and He com-
manded that everyone should listen to Him; 
and at various times in the Bible God told 
the people of Israel more about the Mes-
siah. 

Therefore, we Jews first have to believe 
in Jesus Christ as the Redeemer of Israel 
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and the Saviour of all mankind. We know 
that the early Church of Christ was made 
up mostly of our Jewish people. And we 
realize that all the apostles were Jews, who 
were the followers of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For me, the most interesting apostle of 
Christ was Paul, whose name in Hebrew 
is known as Shaoul-lsh-Tarsus, who was 
a great scholar and disciple of Raban Cam-
aliel. His name stands out as one of the 
greatest Jews that ever lived. 

We remember, from the Bible, that Paul 
was the bitterest and most zealous perse-
cutor of the Jewish followers of Christ. He 
dragged the Christian Jews in chains to 
prison. Then, suddenly, a great change took 
place ill Paul's life. He accepted Christ, 
and the zealous persecutor became the most 
devout follower and the greatest propa-
gator of the Christian faith. Everywhere 
he breached the Gospel of Christ. He tar-
ried it to Rome, to Spain, and beyond 
Spain. Filially he died a martyr's death, 
and lie died as he had lived—for Christ. 

THE ENCOURAGEMENT TO ME 

The brilliant example of the life of Apos-
tle Paul has influenced me much and gave 
me the courage to accept the Lord Jesus 
as my Saviour. 1 wish and pray that all the 
Jewish people should follow the same ex-
ample to accept the Messiah by reading the 
Bible intelligently, to realize how Jesus has 
fulfilled all prophets' predictions; and then 
the words of Isaiah shall be realized : 

0 house of Jacob come ye, and let us walk 
in the light of the Lord . . . 

Before concluding, I wish to tell you a 
story which We read in the Talmud, Bera-
hot 61—told by Rabbi Akiba : 

There was once a fox, walking beside a river; 
as he walked up and down, he observed a mul-
titude of fishswimming Nick and forth. The 

_fox being very hungry devised a plan whereby 
he could catch sonic fish. This is the conversa-
tion that took place: The fox spoke to the fish 
very cunningly, saying, My friends, what are 
you so excited about? You are all day swim-
ming up and down the river. Why do not you 
conic out of the water, and we ,shall live to-
gether, like our forefathers did? The fish being 
wise to the cunning language of the fox, ans-
wered him: You are supposed to be the smart-
est animal on the earth. But we say that you 
are the most ignorant, because you ask us to 
come out of the water to enjoy life with you, 
where we will have no protection. No, we pre-
fer living in the water, becatfse at least it pro-
vides us shelter and protection against our 
enemies that would catch us. Yes indeed, it 
would be foolish of us to abandon our subter-
ranean home. 

We Hebrew Christians, my friends, can 
be likened to the fish; like them, we too live 
our entire life here, on earth, in a contin-
uous fight against our enemies. But, like the 
fish, We do not abandon our wonderful ref-
uge and shelter, which gives us our Lord 
Jesus Christ, ill our daily life. Let us live 
close to Hint, read the Holy Bible and pray 
much to our Heavenly Father, for the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Psalm 91 
gives us this assurance: 

He that dwelleth in the secret 
place of the most High shall abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty. 

1 will say of the Lord, Be is my 
refuge and my fortress: my God; in 
him will I trust. 

Surely he shall deliver thee from 
the suave of the fowler, and from 
the noisome pestilence. 

He shall cover thee with his feath-
ers, and under his wings shalt thou 
trust: his truth shall be thy shield 
and buckler. 

Thou shalt not be afraid for the 
terror by night; nor for the arrow 
that tlieth by day ; 

Nor for the pestilence that walk-
eth in darkness; nor for the destruc-
tion that wasteth at noonday. 

A thousand shall fall at thy side, 
and ten thousand at thy right hand; 
but it shall not come nigh thee. 

Only with thine eyes shalt thou 
behold and see the reward of the 
wicked. 

Because thou halt made the Lord, 
which is my refuge, even the Most 
High, thy habitation; 

There shall no evil befall thee, 
neither shall any plague conic nigh 
thy dwelling. 

For he shall give his angels charge 
over thee, to keep thee in all thy 
Ways. 

They shall bear thee up in their 
hands, lest thou dash thy foot against 
a stone. 

Thou shalt tread upon the lion 
and adder: the young lion and the 
dragon shalt thou trample under 
feet. 

Because lie hath set his love upon 
me, therefore will I deliver him : I 
will set him on high, because he hath 
known my name. 

Ile shall call upon me, and I will 
answer him : I will be with hint in 
trouble; I will deliver him, and hon-
or hint. 

With long life will I satisfy hint, 
and show him my salvation. 

One Promised Messiah 

ONE Messiah has been promised in 
Scripture, not two. What is there 

set forth is the two-fold character of 
His work, that both suffering and glory 
would be His portion. This the Rabbins 
have overlooked. As a result confusion a-
rose over Zechariah 12:12, "And the land 
shall mourn, every family apart." In the 
Talmud there is a discussion on this text. 

Tract Succah says: 
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It. Dosa and the rabbis differ: One holds that 
it was for tile Messiah the Son of Joseph, who 
was killed. it would be right according to the 
one who holds that it was for Messiah the Son 
of Joseph. 1.,:ause he explains as supporting 
hint the passage tZech. 12:10: ..And they will 
look up tov;:ild inc whom they have thrust 
through, and Io will lament for him, as one 
lamenteth for an only son...." The rabbis 
taught: The Messiah b. David who (as we hope) 
will appear in the ii,ar future, the Holy One, 
blessed be He, will say to hint: Ask something 
of me and I will give it to thee, as it is writ-
ten (Psa. 2:7-8)....lint as the Messiah h. David 
will have see n. that th, .Th•ssiali h. josk:ph who 
preceded hirer was killed, lie will say before 
the Lord: Lord of the Universe, 1 will ask 
nothing of Thee but life, And the Lord will ans-
wer: This was prophesied already for thee by 
thy father David (Psa. 21:4-5). 

The rabbis were right that _Messiah should 
be thrust through and that Israel would 
mourn because of Him (Zech. 12 :10). They 
were also right regarding the promise of 
life for the Messiah after He was pierced, 
for it is written in Psa. 16 :10 RN., "Thou 
wilt not leave my soul to Sheol; neither 
wilt thou suffer thy holy one to see corrup-
tion." Furthermore, they were right about 
the order; that the one would precede the 
other, for the begetting of Messiah out of 
the grave (Psa. 2 :7) precedes the giving 
of the nations to Him for His inheritance 
(Psa. 2 :8). But they should not have made 
two Messiahs, for all these Scriptures ap-
ply to the same one. 
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