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What Manner of Man is This 
By Max Wertheimer, Ph.D. 

A coNTRovERsv arose at one of the 
Feasts when Jesus went up to 
J erusalem. The incident is re-

corded in the fifth chapter of the Gospel 
of John. He healed an impotent man on 
the Sabbath day. When persecuted by the 
Jews for this He answered, "My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work." 

But no sooner had He spoken these 
words than "the Jews sought the more 
to kill him, because he not only had bro-
ken the sabbath, but said also that God 
was his Father." Approximately speaking, 
there might have been from fifty to six-
ty-five thousand men standing in the 
court yard of the temple, stirred up, irri-
tated, provoked and aroused to fury be-
cause of the statement of Jesus as to His 
Father. 

A little Greek word, usually left un-
translated, throws light on the cause of 
this vehement fury which burst forth 
from the Jewish worshippers. With that 
Greek word translated the 18th verse 
reads thus : 

Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill 
him, because he not only had broken the sab-
bath, but said also that God was his own 
Father. 

JESUS' FIRST CLAIM 

The Jews perfectly understood His 
claim to Deity, for they charged that He 
made Himself equal with God. He set 
forth His claim as a lawyer, having a  

great. case in hand, proves it by submit-
ting-  his arguments to the judge and jury; 
He laid down three arguments which 
were to prove His claim to the Godhead. 
First, His divine knowledge. We read in 
the 19th and 20th verses: 

The Son can do nothing of himself, but what. 
he seeth the Father do: for what things soever 
he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. For 
the Father loveth the Son, and showeth him all 
things that himself doeth. 

In other words, the Son knows as much 
as the Father. Can He be less than God ? 
"Making himself equal with God!" 

JESUS' SECOND CLAIM 

The second argument He advanced was 
His divine power : 

For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and 
quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth, 
whom he will. 

To raise the dead is a manifestation of 
divine power, which belongs exclusively 
to God. 

We are told in verses 25 to 29 of this 
chapter that one day all that are in their 
graves shall hear the voice of the Son 
of God and come forth. What a tremen-
dous divine power there is inherent in 
Jesus the Son of God ! Can He be less 
than God ! "Making himself equal with 
God!" 

JESUS' THIRD CLAIM 

The third argument which our Lord ad- 

vanced was His divine authority. We are 
told in the 22nd verse : 

For the Father judgeth no man, but hath 
committed all judgment unto the Son. 

All judgment (executively) is committed 
unto the Son. 

I am so glad that when the Lord Jesus 
Christ died on Calvary's cross the death 
He died was a judgment death. He bore 
the judgment of the sins of His people. 
As we receive Him as our sin-bearer 
and judgment-bearer we are judicially 
cleansed. 

As far as the ealst is from the west, so far 
}lath he removed our transgressions from us. 

But some one will say that there are 
many criminals that have never been 
brought to justice and who have never 
suffered the penalty -for their sins; that 
there ought to be a day of settlement for 
these matters. Well, there is. My Bible 
informs me that at a specified time in 
God's providential plan the dead shall 
stand before "the great white throne" 
where the books will be opened, and 
where they shall be judged for their 
works and their blasphemies: and He 
who will do the judging and condemning 
is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. 

On the authority of the Apostle Peter 
we are told that the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself has been ordained of God to be 
the judge of the living and the dead (Acts 
10:41,42). All judgment is committed unto 
the Son. Can He be less than God ? "Mak-
ing himself equal with God!" 

The Lord Jesus Christ, after present-
ing His three salient arguments, says 

That all men should honor the Son, even as 
they honor the Father. He that honoreth not 
the Son honoreth not the Father which hath 
sent him. 

After these arguments, as a lawyer, He 
calls in the witnesses who are to substan-
tiate His claim to the Deity. 

THE FIRST WITNESS 

The first witness is John the Baptist : 
John 5 :33,35— 
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THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

Ye sent unto John, and he bare witnes:t unto 
the truth....He was a burning and a shining 
light: and ye were willing for a season to re-
joke in his light. 

When did John the Baptist testify of 
Christ, that He was equal with God ? 
When he testified to the pre-existence of 
Jesus, saying, "He that cometh from 
heaven is above all." When he testified 
to the sacrificial character of His minis-
try, saying, "Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world !" 
When he testified to the manner of His 
Messianic ministry, saying, "I baptize 
with water : but there standeth one among 
you, whom ye know not. . . whose shoe-
latchet I am not worthy to unloose . . . 
the same is he which baptizeth with the 
Holy Ghost." 

THE SECOND WITNESS 

Our Lord calls a second witness who 
is to substantiate His claim to the Deity 
—the works He performed. In verse 36 
He said, 

But I have greater 'With...SS titan that of John: 
for the works which the Father hath given me. 
to finish, the same works that I do, bear wit-
ness of me, that the Father bath sent me. 

What these works were may be briefly 
enumerated : He healed the sick. He 
cleansed the lepers. He raised the dead. 
He gave sight to the blind and hearing 
to the deaf. He cast out demons, walked 
the stormy lake, extracted all the fero-
cious elements out of nature when it 
suited His mission. He changed the water 
into wine. He spoke and it was done; He 
commanded and it stood fast. And did not 
Nicodemus one evening knock at His 
door and say "Rabbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God : for no man 
can do these miracles that thou doest, ex-
cept God be with him" ? 

THE THIRD WITNESS 

Our Lord calls the third witness into 
court. "The Father Himself," verse 37, 
"And the Father himself, which hath sent 
me, hath borne witness of me." This oc • 
curred when John baptized Him ; and the 
heavens open, the Holy Spirit descends 
and God the Father speaks, "This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

There was also the testimony of the 
Father on the mount of transfiguration, 
where our Lord was transfigured before 
three of His disciples, and out of the 
cloud came the word of the Father, "This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased; hear ye him." 

Our responsibility is to "Hear Him" as 
the highest authority, He who is desig-
nated as God's only begotten Son. So 
powerful was the effect of this vision up-
on His disciples that they never forgot 
it, and so lasting was the impression upon 
Peter that forty years later he wrote : 

For we have not followed cunningly devised 
fables. when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but were eyewitnesses of his nit. jesty. For he 
received trout Cod the Father honor a nd glory, 
when there came stleh a voice to hint iron' 
the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son,  

in whom I am well pleased. And this voice which 
came from heaven we heard, when we were 
with hint in the holy mount. 

THE FOURTH WITNESS 

Our Lord now calls the fourth witness 
into the court to substantiate the claim- of 
His Deity—the Testimony according to 
the Old Testament Scriptures. The Lord 
said, "Search the Scriptures ; for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life : and they are 
they which testify of me." 

What do the Old Testament Scriptures 
testify ? That Jesus the Messiah is equal 
with God. And where do they testify 
this ? It is as though the Lord J esus Christ 
would have called attention to His own 
august personality, saying, "I am the seed 
of the woman that is to bruise the ser-
pent's head : I am the seed of Abraham, 
through whom all the nations of the 
earth are to be blessed : I am the seed of 
David, the Shiloh, the coming King of 
Glory : I am all that the tabernacle typi-
fies—I am the altar of burnt-offering; I 
am the peace offering, the meat offering, 
the sin offering, the trespass offering, the 
red heifer offering: I am the offering of 
which all the other ceremonial offerings 
were but types and shadows : I am all 
that the Sanctuary contains—I am the 
seven golden-armed candlestick, the full-
orbed luminary of Israel, the Light of the 
World : I am the golden table of shew-
bread : I am the bread of God's presence : 
I am the golden altar of incense : I am 
the intercessory high priest who prays 
for the infirmities and foibles of Israel: 
I am the holy of holies, which contains 
the tables of stone, the golden pot of 
manna, the dead rod of Aaron that bud-
ded, bloomed and bore almonds." 

WHAT DID JESUS SAY OF HIMSELF? 

He said, in so many words : "I am the 
bread which cometh down from heaven: 
I am the resurrection and the life : I am 
the uplifted serpent in the wilderness, the 
remedy against all poisons of the serpent 
of rebellion : I am the Emmanuel of the 
virgin birth, the Son that was given to us 
of the royal house of Judah, and the gov-
ernment shall be upon his shoulder : and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-
selor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. I am the 
Lamb of God that is to be led to the 
slaughter, who is to be wounded for your 
transgressions and bruised for your in-
iquities, and the chastisement of your 
peace is to be upon Me, and with My 
stripes you are to be healed : I am Jesus 
of Nazareth, the Son of God and God the 
Son." 

But so spiritually obtuse were they 
that, though they read the Scriptures and 
knew the Scriptures, they refused to ap-
ply them to Jesus and own that He was 
God ; for with all the light that they had 
the Lord said to them, "Ye will not come 
to me that ye might have life." 

The Lord Jesus Himself asked His dis-
ciples 

Whom do men say that I, the Son of tnan, 
am? And they said, Some say that thou art John 
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the Baptist; some, Elias; and others Jeremias, 
or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, 
But whom say ye that I tint? And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God. 

The Lord said : "Simon Barjona, flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but My Father which is in heaven." And 
because of it, "Blessed art thou." Educa-
tion, though helpful in many respects, 
cannot unfold to us what is beyond its 
domain. Schools usually are hotbeds of 
higher criticism and infidelity. They can-
not understand, nor are they able to re-
ceive the doctrines of the Deity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, because flesh and 
blood cannot reveal this. 

The Lord Jesus Christ asked the Phar-
isees 

What think ye of Christ? whose 8011 is he? 
They say unto hint, The son of David. He saith 
unto them, How then dotlt David in spirit call 
hint Lord, saying, 'The Lord Said unto my 
Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make 
thine enemies thy footstool? If David then call 
hint Lord, how is he his son? And no man was 
able to answer hint a word, neither durst any 
man front that day forth ask him any more 
questions. 

"phis question, ''\Vhat think ye of 
Christ, whose son is he ?" is the question 
that the Lord asks each one of you. Up-
on the right or wrong answer depends 
your future destiny, whether it be hea-
ven or hell ! May some of you, like Thom-
as, exclaim to Jesus Christ, "My Lord 
and my God" and confess the heaven-in-
spired words of Peter, "Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God." 
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