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Judaism's Desolate House 
By Prof. Charles L. Feinberg 

AS THE EARTHLY MINISTRY of the 
Messiah drew to a close, the 
storm clouds hung very low, tell-

of the coming rejection of the Redeemer 
by His own people. In Matthew 23 after 
He had denounced the scribes and Phar-
isees as hypocrites, He turned to the peo-
ple as a whole and uttered some striking 
and ominous words. They read : (verses 
37-39) "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that 
killeth the prophets, and stoneth them 
that are sent unto thee! how often would 
I have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens un-
der her wings, and ye would not ! Behold, 
your house is left unto you desolate. For 
I say unto you, Ye shall not see me hence-
forth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord." Here 
we have a remarkable resume of Israel's 
spiritual history, past, present, and fu-
ture. Their reaction to the message of 
the prophets in spite of the yearning love 
of God marks their past. Their present is 
indicated under the figure of the desolate 
house. When they greet with joyous ac-
claim their Messiah as David's greater 
Son, their future hopes and anticipations 
will be fulfilled. After so much of denun-
ciation, we have the tenderness and com-
passion of the Lord set forth. It is the 
sad lament of disappointed love. After 
this Jesus the Messiah never taught in 
public again, and may never have enter-
ed the Temple again. These are the last 
words He ever spoke publicly as a Teach- 

er in the presence of the people. In order 
more fully to grasp the significance of 
the awful doom uttered by the Lord, we 
need to think of three factors. 

The three important elements are, 
first of all, 

THE GLORIFIED HOUSE 

God always meant for the spiritual 
service of His people and their approach 
to Him to be glorified by His presence. 
Notice it in the tabernacle of Moses. The 
record reads (Exodus 40:34-38) : "Then 
the cloud covered the tent of meeting, 
and the glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle. And Moses was not able to 
enter into the tent of meeting, because 
the cloud abode thereon, and the glory 
of the Lord filled the tabernacle. And 
when the cloud was taken up from over 
the tabernacle, the children of Israel 
went onward, throughout all their jour-
neys : but if the cloud was not taken up, 
then they journeyed not till the day that 
it was taken up. For the cloud of the 
Lord was upon the tabernacle by day, 
and there was fire therein by night, in 
the sight of all the house of Israel, 
throughout all their journeys." As little 
as many realize it, there was over one 
million dollars worth of material in the 
construction of the tabernacle. And it 
was glorified by the presence of the 
Lord. 

A little boy once asked, "Mother, how 
many gods are there ?" A younger broth- 

er who heard him said, "Why, one, to 
be sure." "But how do you know that?" 
said the one who asked the question. 
"Because," said his little brother, "God 
fills every place, so there is no room for 
any other." Thus it was with the glo-
rious Presence of God in the tabernacle 
of Moses. 

Solomon's temple was one of the great 
wonders of the ancient world, and was 
built on a 2 :1 scale of the tabernacle. It 
was the most ornate building in Israel. 
The appearance it gave, as one came over 
the Judean hills, was awe-inspiring. It, 
too, was graced by the glorious presence 
of the Lord. At the dedication of the 
temple God accepted the worship there 
by coming in a glorious cloud to fill the 
temple. 1 Kings 8:10,11. The temple of 
Zerubbabel, though less spectacular than 
Solomon's, was promised glory also. The 
prophet Haggai promised that the house 
would know fuller glory in the days of 
Messiah. Haggai 2:9. When Messiah did 
appear in it, the glory of the Lord was 
truly there. John 1:14; Luke 2:29-32. It 
was this temple which was so extrava-
gantly redecorated by Herod. John 2:20. 
And it was the one in which the disciples 
of Christ boasted. Matthew 24:1. From 
the time that God wrought redemption 
by blood and power for Israel after they 
left Egypt, He was interested and desir-
ous of dwelling in their midst. By His 
presence He graced the tabernacle and 
the temples that followed. We must keep 
these truths in mind as we think upon 
the words of doom spoken by the Mes-
siah. 

A second important consideration 
here, and the one where the emphasis is 
placed in our passage, is 

THE DESOLATE HOUSE 

When the Messiah told His people that 
He was leaving their house desolate to 
them, it was His last public message to 
unbelieving Israel in the day of His re-
jection. Leaving the temple meant not 
only abandoning it, but the city and land 
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as well. He calls it "your house" not His 
Father's house. When the temple is de-
scribed as desolate, its spiritual ruin is 
meant. It was to be deserted. Over the 
temple could be written, "Ichabod," for 
the Glory has departed. Their hour of 
special privilege and opportunity had 
come to an end. Notice the parallel: Just 
as the Babylonians did not destroy the 
first temple until after the Shechinah had 
left it (Ezekiel 10), so the Romans did 
not make an end of the second temple, 
until after the Messiah had abandoned it. 
The Shechinah stood at the threshold; so 
with the Messiah, the Glory of Israel, as 
He utters His sad cry. Tacitus and Jo-
sephus (and we do not vouch for all their 
statements) tell us that, before the fall 
of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., the awe-inspir- 
ing voice of God was heard saying. "Let 
us depart hence." Be that as it may, the 
house was truly desolate, for no salva- 
tion was there at the time; though it had 
been visited by God's salvation in the 
Messiah. Malachi 3:1. How desolate in-
deed is the house of Judaism. It was so 
politically and governmentally for many 
centuries. The Romans did come and did 
take away both their place and nation. 
John 11:48. 

Only in our present century have we 
seen the reversal of this sad desolation, 
and it is still a difficult situation. As a 
matter of fact, the Jewish prayer-book 
still contains the prayer : "Comfort, 0 
Lord our God, the mourners of Zion and 
the mourners of Jerusalem, and the 
mourning, ruined, despised, and desolate 
city: mourning without her sons, ruined 
without her abodes, despised without her 
glory, and desolate without inhabitant. 
And she sits and her head is covered as a 
barren woman who has not given birth, 
and legions have devoured her, and wor-
shippers of strange gods have inherited 
her, and cast thy people Israel to the 
sword, and they have slain with pride thy 
godly ones (godly of the Most High). 
Therefore does Zion weep bitterly. and 
Jerusalem sends forth her voice." It is 
desolate still in the spiritual sense : with-
out the Presence of God (He left the 
temple as in Ezekiel's time) ; without the 
service of God (there was no ministra-
tion of priests and Levites), and with-
out the favor of God. The cause is clear 
and the condition is equally manifest. 
How desolate indeed is Israel's spiritual 
house : the glory is departed (Ezekiel 10 : 
4; 11:23) the service of God discontinued 
(Matthew 24:2) ; the promises of God 
are still disbelieved; the fathers are dis-
owned; the law desecrated; the cove-
nants discounted; and the Messiah dis- 

0  LORD, thou hast searched me, 
and known me. 

Thou knowest my downsitting and 
mine uprising ; thou understandest my 
thought afar off. 

missed (John 19 :15) "We have no King 
but Caesar."). Where the Lord does not 
do the building, all is desolate. Psalm 
127:1. 

The British Amiralty stated once that 
the Wilson Liner, "Runo," sunk by a 
mine in a known minefield, departed 
from the directions given, which would 
have insured a safe voyage. In Israel 
they set at nought God's counsel and 
would have none of His reproof. Prov-
erbs 1 :25. This resulted in their desolate 
house. 

But, thank God, the house which is 
now desolate will not always be so. 
Lastly, there will be 

THE RESTORED HOUSE 

The prophetic Scriptures have much 
to say as to how this house of Israel will 
finally be restored. It is even indicated in 
the final verse of our chapter (Matthew 
23 :39). But how may it be restored for 
the individual in Israel today ? How can 
he know the desolate house of Judaism, 
changed and transformed into the glo-
rious abode of God? It is through simple 
faith in the Messiah. Romans 10:12,13. 
Then, the Messiah who left Judaism's 
.house desolate, comes into the life, 
makes it a temple of the Spirit of God, 
and sheds abroad in the soul and spirit, 
His own blessed glory. John 14 :23 ; 1 
Corinthians 3 :16. -When Christ has His 
place, His rightful place, the house is full 
of restored glory. 

A lady visitor to the great Exhibition 
at Paris was stricken with a malady 
which almost took away the power of 
speech. She grew weaker and weaker, 
and the end gradually drew near. One 
word only escaped her lips, and that word 
was, "Bring — bring — bring —." Flow-
ers, fruit, dainties, treasures from the 
Exhibition were brought, but she still ut-
tered the word, "Bring —." Friends from 
a distance were wired for, and hurried 
to the dying lady. She still uttered the 
same call, "Bring 	Bewildered and 
,wondering, the watchers noticed the 
dawning of the Glory. At last the cloud 
was lifted from her memory, her tongue 
was loosed, and in a clear and deliberate 
voice, she exclaimed, "Bring forth the 
royal diadem, and crown Him Lord of 
all"; then quietly laid her head on the 
pillow and fell asleep. The deepest long-
ings of her soul were satisfied as she 
passed into the presence of the King of 
Glory. Faith alone will turn your desolate 
spiritual life into His glorious abode and 
prepare you for that final enjoyment of 
eternal glory. The matter is personal 
and the decision is yours to make now. 

Thou compassest my path and my ly-
ing down, and art acquainted with all 
my ways. 

For there is not a word in my tongue, 
but, lo, 0 LORD, thou knowest it alto-
gether. 
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Thou bast beset me behind and before, 
and laid thine hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
me ; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. 

Whither shall I go from thy Spirit ? or 
whither shall I flee from thy presence ? 

If I ascend up into heaven, thou art 
there : if I make my bed in hell, behold, 
thou art there. 

If I take the wings of the morning, and 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 

Even there shall thy hand lead me, 
and thy right hand shall hold me. 

If I say, Surely the darkness shall 
cover me ; even the night shall be light 
about me. 

Yea, the darkness hideth not from 
thee ; but the night shineth as the day: 
the darkness and the light arc both alike 
to thee. 

For thou hast possessed my reins . 
thou hast covered me in my mother's 
womb. 

I will praise thee; for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made : marvelous are 
thy works; and that my soul knoweth 
right well. 

My substance was not hid from thee 
when I was made in secret, and curious-
ly wrought in the lowest parts of the 
earth. 

Thine eves did see my substance, yet 
being unperfect ; and in thy book all my 
members were written, which in contin-
uance were fashioned, when as yet there 
was none of them. 

How precious also are thy thoughts 
unto me, 0 God! how great is the sum 
of them! 

If I should count them, they are more 
in number than the sand : when I awake, 
I am still with thee. 

Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, 0 
God: depart from me therefore, ye 
bloody men. 

For they speak against thee wickedly, 
and thine enemies take thy name in vain. 

Do not I hate them, 0 LORD, that hate 
thee ? and am not I grieved with those 
that rise up against thee ? 

I hate them with perfect hatred: I 
count them mine enemies. 

Search me, 0 God, and know my 
heart: try me, and know my thoughts : 

And see if there be any wicked way in 
me, and .lead me in the way everlasting. 

(Psalm 139) 
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