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Mistaken Identity 
by RACHMIEL FRYDLAND 

R. L. sT(Ion HIS GROUND : "I can 
see that this fifty-third chapter 
of Isaiah cannot refer to the 

prophet himself, since he calls himself a 
`man of unclean lips.' It would also be 
difficult to assign it to the Nation of Is-
rael as a whole, since the same prophet 
speaks of them as a 'sinful nation, people 
laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, 
children that are corrupt,' but may it not 
refer to the Faithful Remnant of Israel 
whom the prophet calls the 'holy seed' 
and of whom he prophesies that 'they all 
will be righteous ?' " 

Mr. L. is not very religious. He goes 
rarely to Shul (synagogue) but he has a 
great respect for the Tenach (Old Testa-
ment Bible) and for Jewish tradition. In 
politics he is a Zionist and often boasts 
of his contributions for Israel, and be-
lieves that what is now happening in 
Palestine is a fulfilment of prophecy. He 
is open minded and, at least, claims that 
he is ready to accept the truth wherever 
it may lead. He is a well-read man and a 
discussion on a vital subject causes him 
much pleasure. He has a fair acquain-
tance with the Bible, and knows that 
Jewish believers in the Messiah claim 
that some of the verses in it point to 
Yeshua of Nazareth. The school he at-
tended here in America and the Rabbi 
who taught him made special efforts to 
prepare him to resist these attempts of  

conversion. When therefore I asked him 
what he thought of Isaiah 53 he had his 
ready replies with him, one of which we 
quoted above. 

"Look here, sir, wouldn't it be best if 
we read together again this chapter in 
the Hebrew Bible and see to whom it 
may refer ?" I quietly suggested. 

"This is just what I was going to say. 
Here we sit and speak of things without 
going to the source itself." And off he 
went to the bookshelf and brought back 
the Hebrew Book of Isaiah with English 
translation and commentary: "Where 
shall we start ?" We agreed to start with 
chapter 52 verse 13. "Hinay v'askil 
Avdi . . ." Here we give the translation 
as we found it in the "TWENTY-FOUR 
BOOKS OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 
carefully translated after the best Jewish 
Authorities by ISAAC LEESER" (Heb-
rew Publishing Co.). 

THE TEXT — ISAIAH 53 

Behold, my servant shall be prosper-
ous, he shall be exalted and extolled, and 
be placed very high. 

Just as many were astonished at thee, 
so greatly was his countenance marred 
more than any other man's, and his form 
more than the sons of men,— 

Thus will he cause many nations to 
jump up in astonishment; at him will 
kings shut their mouth ; for what had  

not been told unto them shall they see, 
and what they had never heard shall 
they understand. 

Who would have believed our report? 
and the arm of the Lord—over whom 
had it been revealed ? 

Yea, he grew up like a small shoot be-
fore him. and as a root out of a dry land: 
he had no form nor comeliness, so that 
we should look at him : and no counte-
nance that we should desire him. 

He was despised and shunned by men; 
a man of pain and acquainted with dis-
ease ; and as one who hid his face from 
us was he despised, and we esteemed 
him not. 

But only our diseases did he bear him-
self, and our pains he carried: while we 
indeed esteemed him stricken, smitten 
of God and afflicted. 

Yet he was wounded for our trans-
gressions, he was bruised for our iniqui-
ties : the chastisement of our peace was 
ui.,,on  him ; and through his bruises was 
healing granted to us. 

We all like sheep went astray; every 
()He  to his own way did we turn; and the 
Lord let befall him the guilt of us all. 

He was oppressed, and he was also 
taunted, yet he opened not his mouth: 
like the lamb which is led to the slaugh-
ter, and like a ewe before her shearers is 
dumb; and he opened not his mouth. 

Through oppression and through ju-
dicial punishment was he taken away; 
hut his generation—who could tell, that 
he was cut away out of the land of life, 
that for the transgressions of my people 
the plague was laid on him ? 

And he let his grave be made with the 
wicked, and with the (godless) rich at 
his death ; although he had done no vio-
lence, and there was no deceit in his 
mouth. 
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THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

But the Lord was pleased to crush him 
through disease : when now his soul had 
brought the trespass-offering, then shall 
he see his seed, live many days, and the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his 
hand. 

(Freed) from the trouble of his soul 
shall he see (the good) and be satisfied; 
through his knowledge shall my right-
eous servant bring the many to right-
eousness, while he will bear their iniqui-
ties. 

Therefore will I divide him (a portion) 
with the many, and with the strong shall 
he divide the spoil; because lie poured out 
his soul unto death, and with the trans-
gressors was he numbered; while he 
bore the sin of many, and for the trans-
gressors he let (evil) befall him. 

(Isaiah 52:13-53:12. Page 723-4). 

* 	* 	* 

There was silence for a minute or two 
and I decided to break it by asking : 
"What do you think now ?" As my friend 
did not answer I went on : "Sir, we need 
to be honest with ourselves. This pas-
sage speaks of a single person, an individ-
ual who suffers silently, innocently and 
voluntarily. This same person dies, is 
buried and resurrected, and by whose 
sacrifice people receive forgiveness of 
sin, 'for the Lord (God) let befall him 
the guilt of us all.' 

THE TARGITM 

"Do you then wonder that when this 
Book had to he translated and interpret- 
ed into Aramaic, the Targum starts off 

ND the angel of the Lord spake un- 
to Philip, saying, Arise, and go 
toward the south. unto the way 

that goeth down from Jerusalem unto 
Gaza, which is desert. 

And he arose and went : and, behold, a 
man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great au-
thority under Candace queen of Ethio-
pians, who had the charge of all her trea-
sure, and had conic to Jerusalem for to 
worship, 

Was returning, and sitting in his char-
iot, read Esaias the prophet. 

Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go 
near, and join thyself to this chariot. 

And Philip ran thither to him, and 
heard him read the prophet Esaias, and 
said, Understandest thou what thou read-
est ? 

And he said, How can I. except some 
man should guide me ? And he desired 
Philip that he would come up and sit 
with him. 

The place of the Scripture which he 
read was this, He was led as a sheep to 
the slaughter ; and like a lamb dumb be-
fore his shearer, so opened he not his 
mouth : 

In his humiliation his judgment was 
taken away : and who shall declare his 
I - 

this passage with 'HO AVDO MOSHIC-
HO'. Behold my servant the Messiah ...? 
Nu one challenged this interpretation in 
his own time and till this very day no one 
dared to throw out this Aramaic Targum 
and substitute another. But I see in your 
book-shelf a prayer-book for Yom Kip-
pur (Day of Atonement). I shall help my-
self for I know that you will not object." 

At this my friend arose as from slum-
ber and quickly handed me the book 
without saying a word. "Now these are 
the prayers for the Most Holy Day for 
our people. You will probably agree that 
the prayer of Kether (the Crown) is the 
most solemn of them all: Will you join 
me in reading a part of this prayer ?" 

THE MUSAF PRAYER 

Messiah our Righteousness has departed from 
us; horror has seized us, for there is none to 
justify us. He bears our transgressions and 
the yoke of our iniquities, and is pierced be-
cause of our transgressions. He bears our sins 
on his shoulders that we might find forgive—
ness for our iniquities. With his stripes we are 
healed. 0 Eternal One, it is time that Thou 
shouldest create him anew. 0, bring him up 
from the terrestrial sphere; raise him from the 
land of Seir, cause us to hear (the good news) 
a second time. by the hand of Yinnon. (Yinnon 
the Hebrew of Psalm 72:17 translating 'Yinon 
is a Talmudic term for the Messiah based on 
shemo' by 'his name shall be Yinon'). 

Time was gone and we had to part. 
We trust that you too will want to know 
the truth about our Jewish faith in God, 
the Tenach (Hebry Bible) and the 
Messiah for Jew and Gentile. If so, 
please call or write to us. We are open 
minded and honest, and frank discussions 
are greatly appreciated. 

generation ? for his life is taken from the 
earth. 

And the eunuch answered Philip, and 
said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the 
prophet this ? of himself, or of some 
other man ? 

Then Philip opened his mouth, and be-
gan at the same Scripture, and preached 
unto him Jesus. 

And as they went on their way, they 
came unto a certain water : and the eu-
nuch said, See, here is water; what doth 
hinder me to he baptized ? 

And Philip said, If thou believest with 
all thine heart, thou mayest. And he an-
swered and said, I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. 

And he commanded the chariot to 
stand still : and they went down both in-
to the water, both Philip and the eunuch"; 
and he baptized him. 

And when they were come up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no 
more : and he went on his way rejoicing. 

But Philip was found at Azotus : and 
passing through he preached in all the 
cities, till he came to Caesarea. 

The Acts 8:26-40. 
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