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Can a Jew Believe in a God-Man? 
Professor Charles L. Feinberg, Th.D., Ph.D. 

ONE of the difficulties in the Mes-
sianic and New Testament faith 
for the Jew to accept is the 

teaching of a personality that is both God 
and man. In the Jewish mind deity and 
humanity are two real concepts, but they 
are vastly separated ones. Even when-
God is spoken of in terms of human fea-
tures (eyes, ears, hands), these are to be 
understood as figures of speech, symbols 
of great underlying truths. It has often 
been said by Jews, "We believe in godly 
and god-like men, but not in a man-like 
God." Reason cannot speak the last word 
here. It must be, "What saith the Scrip-
ture ?" Only thus can the Bible-believing 
Tew have the assurance that what he is 
receiving is the truth of God. 

When once studied carefully, it will be 
seen that the subject is treated at great 
length in the Bible because of its vast 
and basic importance. In the first place, 
we have 

THE PREFIGLTRINGS OF IT 

Does the Old Testament know any-
thing of a God who takes on Himself the 
form of a man, that of humanity ? In a 
number of passages of the Old Testa-
ment we find appearances of one called 
the Angel of the Lord. This one appears 
in the form of a man, but is given the 
worship and homage due God alone. In-
stances can be multiplied, but a few  

pointed examples will emphasize the 
point. There is the case of Abraham. In 
Genesis 18 we are informed that the Lord 
appeared to Abraham, and immediately 
it is stated that three men stood by him. 
One of these men promised Abraham 
that He would return and visit Sarah 
within a year, and she would be the 
mother of the promised child. This same 
person is called the Lord and asks why 
Sarah laughed the laugh of unbelief. Af-
ter two of these men had departed for 
Sodom, Abraham stood before the re-
maining one and pleaded with Him as 
God for the sparing of the city. The rec-
ord states : "And the men turned from 
thence, and went toward Sodom : but Ab-
raham stood yet before the Lord." And 
the end of the account is : "And the Lord 
went his way, as soon as he had left off 
communing with Abraham : and Abra-
ham returned unto his place." Gen. 18:1,-
2,10,13,16,17,22,23. Note the remarkable 
interplay of wording throughout the nar-
rative betweep the human and divine. 
But this is not an isolated case. 

There is the instance of Moses at 
Mount Sinai after the breaking of the 
law. The heart of Moses was broken over 
the so soon departure of God's people 
from the law that they were so willing 
to receive. He felt he must have a vision 
of the glory of God if he were to con-
tinue to lead the people. But the Lord 

said to him : "Thou canst not see my 
face; for man shall not see me and live. 
And the Lord said, Behold, there is a 
place by me, and thou shalt stand upon 
the rock : And it shall come to pass, 
while my glory passeth by, that I will 
put thee in a cleft of the rock, and will 
cover thee with my hand until I have 
passed by : And I will take away my 
hand, and thou shalt see my back; but 
my face shall not be seen." It will not do, 
and it is useless, to speak of Moses' see-
ing the back of a Spirit ; it was a human 
form he saw, but at the same time it was 
the Person of God. Exod. 33:17-23. 

Another example of this same truth is 
to be found in the life of Joshua, the suc-
cessor to Moses. Joshua 5 :13-15. The re-
cord is as vivid as it is simple : "And it 
came to pass, when Joshua was by 
Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and, behold, there stood a man 
over against him with his sword drawn 
in his hand : and Joshua went unto him, 
and said unto him, Art thou for us, or 
for our adversaries? And he said, Nay; 
but as prince of the host of the Lord am 
I now come. And Joshua fell on his face 
to the earth, and did worship and said un-
to him, What saith my lord unto his ser-
vant ? And the prince of the Lord's host 
said unto Joshua, Put off thy shoe from 
off thy foot; for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy. And Joshua did so." 
There is no question here that Joshua 
saw a man, and yet that one was God. 
The very command to Joshua to remove 
his shoe on holy ground reminds us of 
the similar word to Moses from God in 
the burning bush. Exod. 3:5,6. There are 
other examples but these will suffice to 
show that the Old Testament does speak 
of a personality that is both human and 
divine. The question is, then, not wheth-
er a Jew can believe in a God-man, but 
whether the Jew can believe what God 
has spoken. The Scriptures are clear and 
the interpretation is not in doubt. 
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God-man in the Old Testament, we have, 
in the second place, 

THE PROPHECIES OF IT 

When we come to the prophecies of 
the Old Testament, they confirm and 
strengthen the truth already set forth 
in the histm-ical books. They show that 
these appearances were not haphazard 
nor unplanned, but part of God's redemp-
tive program. Without these central 
truths sonic of the greatest Messianic 
prophecies cannot be explained or under-
stood. Isaiah prophesied : "For unto us a 
child is horn, unto us a son is given ; and 
the government shall be upon his should-
er : and his name shall be called Wonder-
ful, Counsellor, Mighty God Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace" (Isa. 9:6). How 
can this possibly be explained except by 

c. 	taking it as a reference to a personality 
r7Cottrdivine and human ? The child is born 

and yet is the Mighty God. Jeremiah pre-
dicted: "Behold, the clays come, saith the 
Lord, that I will raise unto David a right-
e,...us Branch, and he shall reign as king 
and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. In his days 
Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall 
dwell safely ; and this is his name where-
1w he shall he called : the Lord our right-
eousness" (Jer. 23:5,6). He is related to 
David and vet is God. 

In Daniel 7:13,14 we have the record 
cif One like a Son of man and yet there 
is given Him an eternal kingdom. Micah 
the prophet speaks of One who comes in-
to time. but has existed from all eternity. 
Micah 5:2. These are not accidents nor 
scribal errors, but woven into the warp 
and wo,..,1 of the prophecies that foretell 
Messiah's Person and work. 

But it is in point to ask, Did these pre-
iigurings and prophecies ever material-
ize ? Were they ever fulfilled? We see,.in 
the third place, then, 

THE FULFILMENT OF IT 

The unbelieving heart of man is al-
ways ready to discount the truths now 
before us, but he cannot do so without 

the face of historic realities. 
In time there did come One who was and 
is both God and man. He is rightly called 
the Son of God and the Son of man. The 
Angel Gabriel has an important testi-
mony at this point. Said he to the virgin 

fary of the House of David : "And be-
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, 

and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 
name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall 
be called the Son of the Most High : and 
the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David : and he shall 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever; 
and of his kingdom there shall be no 
end" t. Luke 1 :31-33). Here is One who is, 
first of all, human ; He is also Divine ; and 
He is vitally related to the ruling dyn-
asty of David. 

A Chinese Christian was explaining to 
those around him that "Jesus is the in-
visible God, and God is the visible Jesus." 
This was a unique way of saving,-  "He 
that bath seen me bath seen the Father,"  

and "I and the Father are one." God is 
unseeable, unhearable, unknowable, un-: 
touchable, except in Christ. 

The enemies of Christ knew that He 
claimed to have God as His Father in a 
special and unique sense. John 5 :18. Paul 
declared the Messiah to be of the seed 
of David humanly speaking, but also the 
Son of God attested by the resurrection 
from. the dead. Roman 1 :3,4. The Lord 
Jesus Christ silenced His enemies by ask-
ing them the pointed question (which has 
not been answered by any unbeliever to 
this day) as to how David could address 
the coining Messiah, who was to be his 
Son, as the Lord Himself. There is only 
one possible solution: the Messiah as 
man is the Son of David, but as God, He 
is David's Lord. The enemies of the Lord 
stand aghast at this fact even in our day. 

It is told that a well-known learned 
man of Saxon', Germany, after having 
all his life attacked Jesus and His Gospel 
with all the weapons he could, was in his 
old age partially deprived of his reason, 
mainly through the fear of death ; and 
frequently fell into fits of a strange kind. 
He was almost daily seen talking with 
himself, while walking to and fro in his 
room. On one of the walls, between other 
pictures, hung one of the Saviour. Re-
peatedly he stopped before it, and said in 
a horrifying tone of voice, "After all, you 
were only a man !" Then after a short 
pause, he would go on, "What do you 
have more than a man ? Ought I go to 
worship you ? No ; I will not worship you, 
for you are only Rabbi Jesus, Joseph's 
son, of Nazareth." Then he would again 
rush away, but soon return with falter-
ing step, crying out, "What ! are you in 
reality the Son of God ?" The same scenes 
were renewed each day, till the unhappy 
man, struck by paralysis dropped dead; 
and then really stood before his Judge, 
who even in his picture, had so striking-
ly and overpoweringly judged him. 

But there remains yet to inquire, in 
the last place, 

THE REASON FOR IT 

But all this is not merely a tale to be 
well told. It has significance and import-
ance for all eternity. Why did there have 
to be a God-man? It was the answer to 
the longing of J ob and others for a Days-
man, an Umpire, to lay His hand on God 
and man. job 9 :33. Sin required the 
death penalty and this is stated through-
out the Bible. Ezek. 18 :4; Rom. 6 :23. But 
deity alone cannot die : God is the etern-
ally existing One. Exod. 3 :14 ; Psalm 90:-
2. A spirit can never die, whether divine 
or human. Therefore, the Redeemer of 
man: had to become man to die for sin. 
Heb. 2 :9 ; 1 Pet. 1 :18,19. But the Redeem-
er of men could not be only man either. 
In that case He would have been involv-
ed in sin Himself through Adam. Rom. 
5:12. Too, if He were only man, there 
would be no sacrifice that would avail for 
all humanity ; it might suffice for one or 
several at the most. He could not take 
the burden of all. Isa. 53 :4,5,6. In order, 
then, to meet all the requirements in the 
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case, there had to be a God-man. THE 
GOD-MAN, to meet man's need and 
God's requirements of a Saviour. 

Only such a Saviour, divine and human, 
can make Himself real to any sinner. An 
unbeliever was once present at a revival 
service, and was invited to go forward 
to the altar, and seek Christ. "But," he 
said, "I do not believe in him." It was 
suggested that he test it by prayer. He 
went to the altar and poured out this 
prayer, "0 Christ, if thou he God, reveal 
thyself." He had not prayed long before 
he sprang up with new conviction, ex-
claiming, "He is God, He is God !" It was 
like Thomas who said, "MY Lord and my 
God." What about you? (Used by per-
mission of: EMETH PUBLICATIONS, INC., 
P. 0. Box 1033, Whittier, California. 
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