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The Triune Nature of the 
Supreme Being 

By David L. Cooper, Th.M., Ph.D., Litt.D., A Gentile Christian Who Loves the Jews 

T• , 	1-IROUGHOUT all nature there is 
abundant evidence of the exis-
tence of a supreme, intelligent, 

personal Being. 
The heavens declare the glory of God: 
And the firmament showeth his handiwork 

(Psalm 19:1.) 

The fingerprints of this divine Archi-
tect are discoverable on all His handi-
work; hence the Scriptures assume the. 
existence of this eternal God in whom all 
live, and move, and have their being. 

Being face to face with the fact of 
God's existence, it behooves us (His crea-
tures) to become acquainted with Him 
as far as possible. This God of whom we 
read in the book of nature has given us 
full and detailed information concerning 
Himself and His redeeming love in His 
book of revelation known to us as the 
Bible. In this holy and infallible record 
we find detailed statements concerning 
Him. 

The proper approach_ to our subject is 
an investigation of the evidence set forth 
in the Old Testament, called the Tenach. 
The Hebrew Scriptures having been ex-
amined, it is then in order to turn to the  

New Testament to learn the teachings 
found therein. 

THE NATURE OF GOD 

The doctrine of the Old Testament con-
cerning God and His nature may be sum-
marized under three captions—namely, 
the Plurality of the Divine Being; the 
Unity of the Divine Being; and the Trin-
ity of the Divine Being. We shall briefly 
investigate each of these topics in order. 
That there is a plurality of Divine Per-
sonalities constituting the Supreme Be-
ing is seen by the use of the plural noun 
in the •first verse of the Bible : "In the 
beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth." The word rendered God is in 
the plural form, as is well-known to all 
Hebrew scholars. This same form occurs 
throughout the entire Old Testament al-
though there is the singular form of two 
similar words which, likewise, are used 
frequently. 

In contemplating the crowning work 
of Creation the Persons of the Godhead 
are said to have used this language : "Let 
us make man in our image, after our like-
ness" (Genesis 1:26). Those who held 
the conversation were of the same image  

and likeness ; hence, of the same sub-
stance. This fact precludes the possibility 
that this language was spoken to an 
angel or inferior being. In the light of 
the facts of the context we must believe 
that this statement was made by one in-
dividual to another or others of the same 
nature and essence. This passage, there-
fore, assumes the existence of more than 
one Personality of the same divine nature 
and essence. 

There are many passages in the Old 
Testament which confirm this position. 
But, one may ask, Does the Old Testament 
teach polytheism — the doctrine that 
there are many Gods ? Most positively, 
No. 

ISRAEL'S GREAT CONFESSION 

There is another line of thought that 
runs throughout the Old Testament which 
declares the Unity of the Divine Being. 
This teaching is clearly set forth in what 
might be properly called Israel's Great 
Confession, Deuteronomy 6:4. This pas-
sage is translated in the American Stan-
dard Version as "Hear, 0 Israel: Jeho-
vah our God is one Jehovah." The origin-
al text is: 

nriti ;mil 114;1'28 mro 5tintrl vntY 
(literally rendered) : "Hear, 0 Israel : 
the Eternal our Gods is the Eternal a 

- unity." The word E/a/cnu is a plural noun 
to which the plural suffix our is added 
and is _literally rendered "our Gods." This 
fact is admitted by Hebrew grammar-
ians. 

The word Eeltad which is rendered one 
in the English Version does, in many con-
texts, mean one in the absolute sense of 
the term but in other places it also con-
notes the idea of unity. For instance, in 
Genesis 2 :24, God said that a man should 
leave his father and his mother and 
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4howld cleave to his Wife and "they shall 
lip one .  flesh." Here are two people 
—two personalities—who are said to be 

one. This oneness can only be used in the 
Sense of a unity. It is this very word that 
was employed by Moses in Deuteronomy 

In view of these facts, therefore, we 
must believe that Israel's Great Confes-
sion, "Hear, 0 Israel: Jehovah (or the 
Eternal) our Gods is Jehovah a unity," 
Means that the Pluralitiy of- Personal-
ities constituting the Divine Being is one 
in substance, character, plan, and pur- 

1 pose. 
HOW MANY DIVINEPERSONALITIES 

ARE THERE? 

At this point of our investigation the, 
question immediately arises, How many' 

• of these Divine Personalities are there ? 
An intimation of the answer to this 
question may be found in Numbers 6:24-
26 in the form of the triple blessing: 

Jehovah bless thee, and keep thee: 
Jehovah make his face to shine upon thee, 

and be gracious unto thee: 
Jehovah lift up his countenance upon thee, 

and give thee peace. 

Here the name Jehovah appears three 
times in this wonderful benediction. Can 
it be that these three petitions are ad-
dressed to three Personalities constitut-
ing the Godhead? The answer may be 
found in Isaiah 48:12-16. A glance at the 
context of this verse shows us that the 
prophet was here impersonating the 
Creator of the universe. After speaking 
of His great creative activity back in the 
eternity past and of His providential 
overruling of human history, this Divine 
Personality declared: 

Hearken unto me, 0 Jacob, and Israel my 
called: I am he; I am the first, I also am the 
last. Yea, my hand bath laid the foundation 
of the earth, and my right hand bath spread 
out the. ,heavens: when I call unto them, they, 
stand up together-. . I, even I, have spoken; 
yea, I have called him; I have brought him, 
and he shall make his way prosperous' Come 
ye near unto me, hear ye this; from the begin-
ning I have not spoken in secret; from the 
time that it was, there am I: and now the 
Lord Jehovah hath sent me, and his Spirit 
(Isaiah 48:12-10. 

Here we see the Lord Jehovah, the 
Creator of the universe, and the Spirit—
three Personalities. From this passage it 
becomes immediately evident that the 
prophet Isaiah recognized that there are 
three Persons constituting the Godhead. 
This teaching is confirmed by other por-
tions of Holy Scripture found throughout 
the Old Testament. 

It is now proper for us to investigate 
the teaching found in the New Testament 
concerning the Godhead. 

WHAT THE NEW TESTAMENT TEACHES 
ABOUT THE GODHEAD 

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
constantly during His personal ministry 
spoke of God the Father and of His being 
on an equality with Him. This teach-
ing is especially brought out forcefully 
throughout the ospel of John. The writ- 

er of this record began his account by de-
claring, "In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God." According to verse 3 of 
the first chapter, the One who is called 
the Word is the Creator of the material 
universe. According to verse 14, the 
Word became flesh, and dwelt among us 
and we beheld His glory. 

In various passages of the New Testa-
ment we read of the Spirit of God, or the 
Holy Spirit. To Him are attributed char-
acteristics possessed by none other than 
God Himself. The Apostle Paul in 1 Cor-
inthians 2:11 declared, "For who among 
men knoweth the things of a man, save 
the spirit of the man, which is in hint? 
even so the things of God none knoweth, 
save the Spirit of God." Here the in-
spired apostle declared that the Spirit of 
God comprehends and understands God 
who is an infinite Being. Only another in-
finite Being can understand and compre-
hend another such one. Since the Spirit 
does understand God, the conclusion is 
that the Spirit Himself likewise is of the 
same divine nature and essence as God. 

As stated before, there is a divine Un-
ity existing and subsisting between these 
Personalities constituting the Godhead. 
This unity is clearly set forth in our 
Lord's great intercessory prayer record-
ed in John 17. In that great petition He 
recognized that there is perfect unity 
between Himself and the Father. On 
numerous occasions He likewise declared 
that He and the Father were one. They 
are two separate Personalities and yet 
are one in another sense. This oneness 
can be interpreted only as indicating like-
ness of nature, substance, character, es-
sence, purpose and the like. 

Since the Spirit, according to our 
Lord's promise, would not take of the 
things of Himself but rather of Christ 
and show them to the apostles, we may 
conclude that He, the Spirit, was of the 
same nature and essence as God and 
Christ, because only a divine Being could 
so efface Himself in giving forth the 
testimony concerning the other two di-
vine Personalities. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT AGREES 
WITH THE OLD 

From all this testimony we are driven 
to the conclusion that there is perfect 
unity, harmony, and oneness existing in 
the Godhead. 

The third and last phase of this sub-
ject which comes up for consideration is 
the number of divine Personalities as set 
forth in the New Testament teaching. A 
close perusal of it shows that there are 
but three such Personalities, just as was 
indicated in the Old Testament. The first 
hint at the triune nature of God is found 
in the baptismal scene of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. As Jesus was coming up out of 
the water (Matthew 3:13-17), the hea-
vens were opened and Jesus saw the 
Spirit of God coming in the form of a 
dove and lighting upon Him. At the same 
time there was a voice from heaven, say- 
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ing, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased." Here we see the Lord 
Jesus upon the earth, the Father in hea-
ven, and the Spirit appearing in the visi-
ble form of a dove coming upon Him--
three divine Personalities. 

May I ask each of you, my readers, to 
accept this triune God and yield loving 
obedience to Him ? In order to do this 
you must accept the Second Person of 
the Trinity, the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
your personal Saviour who laid down His 
life for you that you might live. Only in 
the Lord Jesus is there life. "He that be-
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life 
and shall not come into condemnation 
but is passed out of death into life." 

— Printed by permissiun of the author. 

A Drink from the Fountain 

AND one of the scribes came, and 
having heard them reasoning to-
gether, and perceiving that he 

had answered them well, asked him, 
Which is the first commandment of all ? 

And Jesus answered him, The first of 
all the commandments is, Hear, 0 Israel , 
The Lord our God is one Lord: 

And thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength : this is the first commandment. 

And the second is like, namely this, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
There is none other commandment great-
er than these. 

And the scribe said unto him, Well, 
Master, thou hast said the truth: for 
there is one God; and there is none other 
but he: 

And to love him with all the heart, and 
with all the understanding, and with all 
the soul, and with all the strength, and to 
love his neighbor as himself, is more than 
all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices. 

And when Jesus saw that he answered 
discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art 
not far from the kingdom of God. And no 
man after that durst ask him any ques-
tion. — Mark 12 :28-34. 
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