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If You Are Born a Jew, 
Do You Have to Die a Jew 

THE FAVORITE shibboleth of our 
modern-day unenlightened rabbis 
is one which you have heard over 

and over again; namely, "If you are born 
a Jew, you die a Jew; and if you are born 
a Christian you die a Christian." We 
jews are considered by the world as being 
smart: but how anyone, Jew or Gentile, 
could possibly be so lacking in knowl-
edge as to repeat such a piece of non-
sense, and how anyone could be so gul-
lible as to believe such a foolish state-
ment, is an unsolvable puzzle. 

How can you mix up a race with a re-
ligion? No one is born a Christian! We 
wish we could shout this through mega-
phones up and down the land, so that 
every Jew and every Jewish rabbi might 
have his conscience saturated once and 
for all, and never again be guilty of such 
an ignorant statement. It is just as 
though we said, "If you are born a rabbi, 
you die a rabbi; if you are born a butch-
er, you die a butcher; if you are born a 
shoemaker, you die a shoemaker!" Don't 
you see how foolish that sounds ? And 
yet it is no more foolish than when, the 
rabbis tell us, "If you are born a Chris-
tian, you die a Christian." 

Nobody is born a shoemaker, nobody 
is born a plumber, and nobody is born a 
butcher. All these are specialized handi-
crafts which persons decide for them- 

selves to undertake. A person can be a 
butcher and still be a Jew; or he can be 
a butcher and be a Christian; or he can 
be a butcher and be a Chinaman. We are 
making all these statements which may 
sound nonsensical to you because we 
want to drive home the basic truth that 
nobody is born a Christian. 

One's beliefs as regards religion, and 
as regards one's relation to God, are 
something that each person must formu-
late and choose of his own free will. 
Moreover, such choosing has to be done 
at an age when a person's faculties of 
judgment are sufficiently mature to en-
able him to make an intelligent decision. 
A Jew is born a Jew, but only as a mat-
ter of race, and not religion. It is not of 
his choice that he is born a Jew, any 
more than it is the choice of a Chinese 
infant that he becomes a Chinaman. 
There is a power above—God Himself—
Who governs all that. 
"THE SOUI. THAT SINNETH, IT SHALL DIE" 

But the infant born today in a Jewish 
family will, after a while, reach the age 
when he must decide for himself what 
he is going to do about his relation to 
God. If he chooses of his own free will 
to accept the Bible as the Word of God, 
and from the Bible discovers that the 
Lord Jesus Christ was his true Messiah,  

the One promised through the prophets 
of old, then he becomes a follower of, 
and a believer in, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And that makes him a Christian. That is, 
he is a follower of Christ. In our Hebrew 
language he is called a "Moshichi," which 
means a follower of the Messiah. The 
word "Christ" is only the Greek word for 
Moshiach—Messiah. It is unfortunate 
that in the New Testament the name of 
our Messiah is transliterated in the 
Greek language, Jesus Christ; in the 
Hebrew it is "Yeshua, the Messiah." 

Now this Jew who has accepted the 
Messiah as his Lord and Saviour is just 
as much a Jew as he was the day he was 
born. He does not change his race by his 
faith. A child who is born into a Chinese 
family is a Chinese child. But when the 
child grows up and decides to follow the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour, he be-
comes a Christian, that is, a follower of 
the Christ. But he is still a Chinaman! 
He was born a Chinaman and he is going 
to die a Chinaman, but he is a Christian 
Chinaman; he is racially a Chinese who 
has accepted Christ as his Saviour. And 
so we have in the Church of Christ all 
these different races, American, British, 
German, Japanese, Chinese, Arabian and 
Jewish. All these are the races from 
which these various believers originated. 
When any one of them dies, he dies as a 
Japanese Christian, a Jewish Christian, a 
British Christian, or an Arabian Chris-
tian. A Jew who accepts Christ as his 
Saviour, is still a Jew racially, and he dies 
a Jew racially. No Jew desires to change 
his racial origin, nor could he do so even 
if he desired to, by becoming a Christian. 

THERE ARE ALSO ATHEIST JEWS 

Albert Einstein was a Jew, born a Jew 
racially, but from our last understanding 
of his position with regard to his rela-
tion to God, he was not an observer of the 
Jewish religion. So when he died, he 
died a Jew racially, but did he die a Jew 

What Does Pesach Mean to You? 

Every Jew knows that a remarkable and unique custom has come 
down into the Passover ritual through hundreds of years, and no one has yet 
been able to explain how and where and why this custom originated. It has 
to do with the ritual of the three Matzos. If you would like to know the ex-
planation, send us 5¢ in stamps and ask for our folder, "The Broken Matzo." 
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religiously? We are stressing these sim-
ple facts because we are earnestly anx-
ious to drive these things home to the 
Jewish consciousness. You must never 
again show such ignorance as to say that 
any infant is born a Christian. No infant 
can be born a Christian, because the in-
fant doesn't have his mind developed so 
as to enable him to decide whether he 
wants to he a follower of Christ, or 
whether he wants to follow Mohammed, 
or Confucius, or Buddha, or the tradi-

Ntions of what we call erroneously " Jud-
aism." 

WHAT IS JUDAISM? 

No Jew can ever tell you just what 
.Judaism is. No two Jews will ever agree 
Ion what Judaism is. It is not our revered 
and beloved Bible, the T'nach. Judaism 
runs far away from what the Bible, the 
Word of God, teaches us. We have to ad-
mit that Judaism is only a concoction of 
human invention. So what is it that will 
make a Jewish infant, born a Jew racial-
ly become a Jew religiously? Which rabbi 
shall he follow? Which set of rituals shall 
he adopt? Shall he become a Liberal 
Jew ? Or shall he be a Conservative Jew ? 
Or shall he be an Orthodox Jew? 'What 
shall it be? Philip Bernstein, the rabbi of 
Rochester, New York, dared to write in 
a lengthy article in the magazine LIFE, 

that the Jews do not believe in a future 
life; and he attributed that "fact" to the 
further fact that many Jews now are 
turning to cremation as the final form of 
burial ! All because Jews say there is no 
future life, and their bodies once dead 
will never rise again! Is that Judaism? 
And do you, who are reading these lines, 
believe that? 

Why did the Israeli Knesset offer the 
Presidency of the Israeli Government, 
after the death of Chaim Weizmann, to 
a Jew who makes no religious preten-
sions ? Is that Judaism? If one has no re-
ligion, how can he be a Jew? In just 

-what form of a Judaistic jacket does 
:such a Jew fit? Is a Jew born an atheist? 
Or does he arrive at his fatal decision 
after he grows up? 

Christianity is a life and not a race. 
The Jew is a race and not a religion. The 
writer of these lines was born a Jew ; 
he still is a Jew, and never in the wide 
world could he change this fact no mat-
ter how hard he tried. But he is a Jew 

BEHOLD, thou art called a Jew, and 
restest in the law, and makest thy 
boast of God, 

And knowest kis will, and approvest 
the things that are more excellent, being 
:instructed out of the law; 

And art confident that thou thyself art 
a guide of the blind, a light of them 
which arc in darkness, 

An instructor of the foolish, a teacher 
of babes, which hast the form of knowl-
edge and of the truth in the law. 

Thou therefore which teachest an- 

who has accepted the Lord Jesus as Mes-
siah and Saviour, and so he is a follower 
of that Messiah, and is, therefore, a 
Christian Jew. 

DO YOU BELIEVE IN JUSTICE? 

Why should the synagogue and the 
rabbis show such hatred for the Christian 
Jew ? Has not the Christian Jew in the 
long run been the best friend our peo-
ple Israel have ever had? Why do you 
hate him ? Why will the synagogue 
take in any Jew at all, whether he be ath-
eist, or anarchist, or communist, or ag-
nostic, but reject the honest Jewish soul 
who takes our whole Bible and believes 
it word for word ? Such a Jew believes 
the holy words of our prophets that the 
Lord Jesus Christ was our Messiah. 
What has this few done that should 
cause you to show him enmity and to 
call him names ? You have chosen, at 
least we trust you have, to go to the 
synagogue and to follow what you think 
is Judaism. This is your inalienable right 
under the laws of the United States of 
America. We have chosen to exercise 
our individual right as a Jew, to accept 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, and 
to go to a gathering of those who believe 
as we do, and who trust the Lord Jesus 
Christ for our salvation and our eternal 
life. Why do you not respect our right 
the same as we respect your right? 

Are we not indeed tremendously in 
need of a shake-up and an awakening, a 
realization that we arc hoplessly lost 
for all eternity unless we turn about 
quickly, in deep penitence, and ask for-
giveness from Him, our Lord Jesus 
Christ ? He alone has the power to for-
give sins; through Him alone we can 
achieve such forgiveness, all of the past 
blacked out forever, a new life right now, 
and eternal life to come. 

Do you, down in your inmost soul, 
really desire all this? You can have it if 
you will pay the price, if you will start 
to use properly the brain God gave you. 
But remember this, the next time that 
any of your friends, even the rabbi, has 
the ignorance to announce or to write, 
"If you .are born a Jew, you die a Jew, 
and if you are born a Christian, you (lie 
a Christian," you should rise to your feet 
and tell him plainly that he doesn't 
know what he is talking about. 

other, teachest thou not thyself ? thou 
that preachest a man should not steal, 
lost thou steal? 

Thou that makest thy boast of the law, 
through breaking the law dishonorest 
thou God ? 

For the name of God is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles through you, as it is 
written. 

For circumcision verily profiteth, if 
thou keep the law : but if thou be a break-
er of the law, thy circumcision is made 
uncircumcision. 

AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 

TO THE JEWS, Inc. 

Established by Leopold Cohn in 1894 

HEADQUARTERS 

LEOPOLD COHN 

MEMORIAL BLDG. 

236 WEST 72nd STREET 

NEW 'YORK 23. N. Y. 

Come To Our Meetings 
at 236 West 72d St.. New York 

Sunday Service — 4:00 P. M. 

Wed. Bible Study — 8:00 P. M. 

Therefore, if the uncircumcision keep 
the righteousness of the law, shall not his 
uncircumcision be counted for circumci 
ion ? 

And shall riot uncircumcision which iz 
by nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee. 
who by the letter and circumcision dust 
transgress the law? 

For he is not a Jew, which is one out: 
wardly; neither is that circumcision, 
which is outward in the flesh. 

But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly 
and circumcision is that of the heart, 
the spirit, and not in the letter; who 
praise is not of men, but of God. 

— Romans 2:17-29. 
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