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The Wonderful God of Israel 
God's Four-Fold Relationship to Israel as Expressed in the 

Course of His Dealings with His People 
By KEITH L. BROOKS, a Gentile Christian, a lover of the Jews 

THERE are in the Bible four pas-
sages primarily directed to the 
chosen people, Israel, in which 

tremendous statements as to God's re-
lationship to this people hinge on the lit-
tle word "as." These four passages tell 
the complete story of the Jews from 
their very beginning until all prophecy 
concerning their future glory is consum-
mated. 

1. "As an Eagle" - Deuteronomy 32:11,12 

Chapter 32 of Deuteronomy sets forth 
in a few bold delineations the great 
things God did for Israel in the days of 
her early history. Verses 11, 12 reads : 

As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth 
over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, 
taketh them, beareth them on her wings: So 
the Lard alone did lead him 	, 

This was not the first time Jehovah 
had compared Himself to an eagle in His 
relations to Israel. 

Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, 
and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and 
brought you unto myself. 	Exodus 19:4. 

The figure of the eagle brings to mind 
especially the motherly discipline to 
which she subjects her young. She shows 
an especially strong affection for her 
young, not only in protecting them but in 
educating and training them to fly. 

Naturalists say that when the young 
eagles are old enough to fly, the mother, 
if necessary, will break the nest to pieces 
to force them to use their powers of 
flight. She stirs them up when they doze, 
and flutters over them to teach them how 
to imitate her. When once they are out 
of the nest she teaches them to fly by 
bearing them up on her wings, shaking 
them off and catching them again if they 
appear to fall. 

What attentions God had paid to this 
people ! They had been in love with their 
slavery, loath to leave it. By Moses God 
had stirred them up to aspire for liberty. 
He carried them out of Egypt, led them 
into and through the wilderness. 

It was- necessary to repeatedly stir 
them loose from idolatry, worldliness and 
unbelief. He was ever bearing them up, 
shaking and scattering them, regather-
ing and teaching them. How patiently 
He dealt with His people 

2. "As a Hen" — Matthew 23:37, 38 

We come next to the days of their visi-
tation when the Messiah, in fulfillment of 
many prophecies, came into the world to 
the lost sheep of the House of Israel. 

Refused by Israel's leaders, the Son of 
David looked down upon the city of Jeru-
salem and exclaimed : 

0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 

the prophets, and stonest theta which are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have gather-
ed thy children together, even as a hen gather-
eth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not! Behold, your house is left unto you 
desolate. 	Matthew 23:37, 38. 

Such words could not be the language 
of mere man. Even in the days when 
they had stoned the prophets, often 
would He have gathered them. The 
words are absurd if life began for Him at 
Bethlehem. He was the pre-existent 
Shepherd of Israel. 

But here is the sad conclusion : 
would—Ye would not!" In view of the 
opportunities given Israel, that stubborn 
will is a mysterious thing. No wonder the 
Redeemer sighed and wept over the city 
which so many times had undergone 
judgment. 

Man's proneness to undo himself—that 
is enough to make anyone weep ! But all 
who find themselves left "desolate" will 
discover in the end that it is the result of 
their own refusal of His mercy. He long-
ed to save them. 

Have you ever sat fascinated as you 
watched a hen and her brood of chick-
ens ? Suddenly there is a hawk in the 
sky. The mother gives that peculiar cry 
that summons every chick to her cover-
ing wings. Not a peep is to be heard until 
the sky is clear. 

Said Jehovah to Israel : 

He shall cover thee with his feathers, and 
under his wings shalt thou trust. Psalm 91:4. 

And have you not marvelled at the way 
the mother hen on a cold night tucks 
every chick snugly beneath her wings ? 
How careful she is to see that all are 
covered ! What better picture can be 
found for peace, comfort and content-
merit, than a brood of chicks crowded to-
gether beneath the wings of the hen, 
chirping their notes of joy? There you 
have the ideal family party. 

This expresses the desire of Israel's 
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Shepherd for His people in all times. But 
—they would not have it ! From the be-
ginning they had been warned that if 
they would not believe, they would be 
scattered, should find no ease, only trem-
bling hearts, failing eyes, sorrowing 
minds. Their lives would hang in doubt 
and their minds would be constantly fill-
ed with fear. Deuteronomy 28:64-67. 

3. "As a Shepherd" — Ezekiel 34:12 
But the day of scattering and misery 

is to have an end. We are looking now to 
the coming day of Israel's regathering 
to their Homeland. It is to follow a per-
iod of awful persecutions and sufferings. 
Then — 

As a Shepherd seeketh out his flock in the 
day that he is among his sheep that are scat-
tered, so will I seek out my sheep, and will 
deliver them out of all places where they have 
been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. 

Ezekiel 34:12. 

Ezekiel then tells how the Jews will be 
called from every part of the earth in 
the last days, how God will preserve 
them and feed them and cause them at 
length to reach their Homeland where 
they shall lie down in peace for the first 
time in many a long century. 

There shall be showers of blessing. 
Ezekiel 34:26. 

Jeremiah in Chapter 30 :4-7 tells of this 
end-time period of "Jacob's trouble," a 
day in which his persecutions will sur-
pass anything previously known by 
him, and then he says, 

But he shall be saved out of it. 

Isaiah 26 :20-21 tells how in that fearful 
time God will summon them to hide 
themselves for a little time until the in-
dignation be overpast, 

For, behold, the Lord cometh out of his place 
to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their 
iniquity. 

But, wherever the Jews will be, how-
ever disguised and scattered, the eye of 
the Shepherd will see them. Not one will 
He miss. The remnant shall reach the 
Homeland where they will be abundantly 
provided for as a Shepherd looks after 
his sheep, while they witness judgment 
poured out upon their enemies. 

4. "As a Mother" — Isaiah 66:13 
And now we are coming to Israel's 

great day of rejoicing which is to follow 
immediately upon her season of bitter-
est mourning. Oh, why can you not Sc': 
from your own Scriptures what must be-
fall all of your brethren who continue to 
close their eyes to the need of "the Lamb 
of God who taketh away the sin of the 
world ?" 

As one whom his mother comforteth, so will 
I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in 
Jerusalem. 	Isaiah 66:13. 

The literal reading is "As a grown man 
whom his mother comforteth" — stress-
ing the idea of a mother comforting her 
grown son in some time of distress when 
only a mother's soothing touch would 
seem to suffice. The Psalmist said: 

As a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him. 	Psalm 103:13. 

but when it comes to the future scene of  

Israel's home-coming, only the tender af-
fections of a loving mother can give the 
picture. Father usually comes with ra-
tional arguments and words of counsel, 
but the comfort of a mother is something 
more than words can convey. 

Let us try to get the picture. Jerusalem 
is to become 

A cup of trembling unto all the people round 
about, when they shall be in the siege both 
against Judah and against Jerusalem. 

7,:chariali 12:2. 

God is going to destroy the forces that 
come against Jerusalem. But as for the 
'Jews, they are to be gathered back to 
the land : — 

I will pour upon the house of David, and up-
on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 
grace and of supplications: and they shall look 
upon me whom they have pierced, and they 
shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his 
only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, 
as one that is in bitterness for his first horn. In, 
that day shall there be a great mourning in 
Jerusalem. 	Zechariah 12:10, 11. 

And now we read : 
Ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem—as one 

whom his mother comforteth. 

There is going to be a real union of af-
fection between- the God of Abraham and 
mature Israel coming home after weary 
wandering throughout the earth in 
search of a place of refuge. 

Can a woman forget her sucking child, that 
she should not have compassion on the son of 
her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I 
not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee 
upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are 
continually before me. — Isaiah 49:15, 16. 

Sing, 0 heavens; and be Joyful, 0 earth; and 
break forth into singing, 0 mountains: for the 
Lord hath comforted his people, and will have 
mercy upon his afflicted. — (49:13). 

We only discover the sweetness and 
gentleness of a mother's love when we 
are sick or in trouble. God chooses the 
strongest picture to show the depth of 
His love to the remnant of the chosen 
nation in that great day to follow the 
"time of Jacob's trouble." 

As soon as God's Only Begotten Son, 
Who died long ago upon Calvary's Cross 
to redeem the world, is recognized as 
Israel's Messiah, in that moment Jeho-
vah says to them : 

I will heal their backsliding, I will love them 
freely: for mine anger is turned away from 
him. — Hosea 14:4. 

Dear Jewish friend, this is God's Word 
to you now out of your own ancient 
Scriptures. There is the joy of salvation 
awaiting you now through that One who 
is called in Isaiah 53 — "a man of sor-
rows, acquainted with grief" — the One 
who was "despised and rejected" and 
whom many have regarded as one who 
was "smitten of God." 

All we like sheep have gone astray: we have 
turned every one to his own way; and the 
Lord hath laid on HIM the iniquity of us ALL. 

This is the One who is called in the 
New Testament, "The Consolation of Is-
rael." (Luke 2 :25). It is He who has 
brought to numberless souls — Jew and 
Gentile — "the peace of God which pass-
eth all understanding." Will you take 
Him now for your peace? 
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rAzAca.la utc41, Lk tti4 utruit..1 	Lkaa! 

cl.41ACIII Lc ALL' 

mcgccoa !grill Lk ACtllCii  tl$ILAQ 146 tu141 

tt641 cAaLkkaa tuiLl• 

CAZACCrC MCA! Lk ttim aLtkAL!' ttiv_Aa hk 

hk rAUALC1 Lka C4;;ClU-4:1MQ.  

CACArclam McAl Lc ALA= Nki C4 4an' ttilLAa 

Lit.= dRaka g• AL Liza Ritk cAlka•.) 
GRLd:7LcCI GRL NICLI N‘CCI AL41Q1 accc; aUQ 
CAL tuka AL Mk;can uka mulLa xt1 ttki igc6! 
Al aRLa$44c! Lk kat .C2 04 Skao..! GhL Lt 
LIOXIcLI 1.*C1 CAL;ALCQ IccCA Lic;ML‘CI Al URC.1,1 Nl! 

IQcc; 	ELccCO LACd1 RS LAL L;RL. 

llNQ 	‘emtt uc441.! 

NcQ ckina PI RI AL 1t44 Ntcl. Iccl NccAL 4114la. 

kl$1Q rC4crC RL‘CAL 4:Cc atILLtiM CAM NcL. 
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