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Do Christians Believe In 3 Gods? 
t Careful examination o ur Hebrew Scriptures reveals some surprising truths 

abo t the nature and doctrine of God 

By Ex-Rabbi LEOPOLD COHN 

CONCERNING the subject of whether 
or not Christians believe in three 
Gods, here is a question I have 

often been asked, Where in our Hebrew 
Scriptures does it say that God is a Trin-
ity consisting of Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit ? 

It may surprise many of my Jewish 
readers when I say that the Hebrew 
Scriptures and the Christian Bible are 
exactly alike and do not differ in the 
slightest degree on the nature and doc-
trine of God. And every Jew who knows 
and understands and believes in the Old 
Testament has to admit that belief in the 
Trinity is not foreign to the Jew but is 
the very warp and woof of the writings 
of Moses and the prophets. 

---- If-you area Jew, as I am, and are in-
terested enough in this subject to exam-
ine .the evidence with an open mind, you 
may easily satisfy yourself that the Heb-
rew Scriptures say very clearly that our 
God is a Trinity. 

But, you may reply, if that be true how 
comes it that Jews have maintained for 
centuries that the very essence of their 
religion is their belief in one God as dis-
tinguished from Christianity and its be-
lief in a Trinity ? 

The reason is not difficult to under-
stand if you will allow me to remind you  

that we Jews became estranged from the 
doctrine of a Triune God because of the 
teachings of Moses Maimonides. He com-
piled thirteen articles of faith which we 
accepted and incorporated into our liturgy. 
One of these is : "I believe with a per-
fect faith that the Creator, blessed be His 
name, is an absolute one" (Hebrew, 
yachid). This has been repeated daily by 
Jews in their prayers ever since the 
twelfth century, when Moses Maimon-
ides lived. 

Well, you will probably reply, Maitnon-
ides was right, wasn't he ? God IS an ab-
solute one (yachid), isn't He ? 

I am obliged to answer that our Scrip-
tures teach with great emphasis that 
God is an achad (united one) and not a 
yachid (absolute um). -Our-  Hebrew Scrip-
tures are the Word of God; whereas, the 
thirteen articles of faith compiled by Mai-
monides are the word of a man. If you 
prefer to accept the word of a man in-
stead of the Word of God, there is noth-
ing more for me to say. 

However, I believe you to be an intelli-
gent person, with an open mind, ready 
and willing to examine the evidence, and 
decide for yourself whether God's Word 
means exactly what it says, or some-
thing else. 

LET US EXAMINE THE EVIDENCE 

In Deuteronomy 6:4 God laid down for 
His people a principle of faith which is 
certainly superior to the unsupported 
statement of Moses Maimonides, inas-
much as it comes from God Himself : 
"Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord our God, the 
Lord is ONE." The word here for one in 
Hebrew is achad (united one) and not 
the word used by Maimonides, namely, 
yachid (absolute onc). 

I think it will interest you, my friend, 
to know that the most sacred Jewish 
book, the Zohar, makes this comment on 
Deuteronomy 6:4, "Hear, 0 Israel, Je-
hovah our God, Jehovah is one," namely, 
"Why is there need of mentioning the 
name of God three times in this verse?" 
This question, continues the Zohar, is 
answered as follows : "The first (Jeho-
vah) is the Father above. The second 
(our God) is the stem of Jesse, the Mes-
siah, who is to come through the family 
of Jesse through David. And the third 
( Jehovah) is the way which is below 
(meaning the Holy Spirit who shows us 
the way) and these three are one." Thus 
according to the Zohar, the Messiah is 
not only called Jehovah, but is a very 
part of the Triune Jehovah. This teach-
ing of the Zohar is based upon the Word 
of God through Jeremiah 23:6, where, in 
giving the promise of Israel's safety 
through the Messiah, it is added, "And 
this is his name whereby he shall be call-
ed, JEHOVAH OUR RIGHTEOUS-
NESS." 

Therefore, the teaching of Deuteron-
omy 6:4 with regard to the Triune God 
being united and including the person of 
the Messiah is a very brief summary of a 
large number of passages throughout 
our Hebrew Scriptures, as I will try very 
briefly to point out—briefly because of 
my limited space in this article. 

In Genesis 1:5 the Hebrew reads, "And 
there was evening and there was morn- 
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ing, one (achad) day," meaning that 
evening and morning is a united one. 

In Genesis 2 :24 the Hebrew reads, 
"Therefore shall a man leave his father 
and his mother and shall cleave to his 
wife, and they shall be one (achad) flesh," 
meaning a united one. 

In Genesis 22 :2 God says to Abraham, 
"Take now thy son, thine only (yachid) 
son," meaning an absolute one. The same 
identical word for only (yachid) is re-
peated in verse 12 of the same chapter. 
Likewise in Jeremiah 6:26 we read, 
"Make thee mourning as for an only 
(yachid) son," meaning an absolute one. 
The same word occurs in Zechariah 
12:10, "And they shall look upon me 
whom they have pierced, and they shall 
mourn for him as one mourneth for his 
only (yachid) son." 

Thus we see that Moses Maimonides, 
with all his great wisdom and great learn- 
ing, made a serious mistake in prescrib-
ing for the Jews that confession of faith 
in Which it is stated that God is a yachid, 
a statement which is absolutely opposed 
to the Word of God. Jeremiah the pro-
phet said in 23:36, "For ye have perver-
ted the words of the living God, of the 
Lord of hosts, our God." 

WHAT DOES GOD'S WORD SAY 
ABOUT THE TRINITY? 

In the very first verse of our Hebrew 
Scriptures we find two manifestations of 
the Godhead. In Genesis 1 :1 and 2 are the 
words, "In the beginning God created .. . 
and the Spirit of God moved." Here we 
see plainly that God taught us to believe 
that He is the Creator of all things and 
that His Spirit is moving upon this world 
of ours to lead, guide and instruct us in 
the way He wants us to walk. So here in 
the first chapter of the Bible are two 
manifestations of God. We want now to 
trace the third manifestation of the God-
head in the person of the Messiah to 
whom- Deuteronomy 6:4 refers. 

In Genesis 16:7-14 the Angel of Je-
hovah appeared to Hagar. That this was 
not a created angel but God Himself un-
der a different manifestation is proved by 
the Way in which Hagar addressed Him, 
for she called His name, "Thou God seest 
itie." We read further in Genesis 22 :12 of 
the same Person under the same name, 
the Angel of Jehovah, commanding Ab-
raham, "Lay not thy hand upon the lad." 
How could a created angel retract or 
nullify the command of God, who said to 
Abraham in verse 2, "Take thy son . . . . 
and offer him there for a burnt offering"? 
In verse 16 the Angel of Jehovah swears 
by Himself and says that He is Jehovah. 

In Genesis 18 there is a wonderful rev-
elation of God appearing as man and an 
unmistakable manifestation of the Trin-
ity. In the first verse we read, "And Je-
hovah appeared unto him in the plains of 
Mamre, but when Abraham looked, lo, 
three men stood by him," and although 
they appeared to him as three persons he 
addressed them in the singular, saying. 
"My -  Lord (not lords), if now I have 
found favor in thy sight" (v. 3). Thus we 
see Jehovah appearing to Abraham in 
three persons. 

In Genesis 32:25-32 we read- that a 
mysterious person wrestled with Jacob, 
who asked for His blessing and called the 
name of the place Peniel, which means, 
"The face of God." 

In Exodus 3 :2-7: "The Angel of je-
hovah appeared unto him (Moses) in a 
flame of fire and when Moses turned 
aside to sec, God called ... Moses, Moses 
. . . and moreover he said, I am the God 
of thy father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, the God of Jacob." Here 
again we have the appearance of God un-
der the name and person of the Angel of 
Jehovah. 

In Exodus 23 :20 God warns His people 
through Moses to beware of that Angel 
whom He was going to send to keep 
them in the way, to obey His voice and 
not to provoke Him "for he will not par-
don your transgressions, for my name is 
in him." The fact that e has power to 
forgive sins identifies Him with Jehovah 
Himself. 

Iii Deuteronomy 18:18 we read : "I will 
raise them up a Prophet from among 
their brethren like unto thee (Moses) and 
will put my words in his mouth and he 
shall speak unto them .. . and whosoever 
will not hearken unto my words which he 
will speak in my name, I will require it 
of him." That this promised future Pro-
phet is identical with the Angel in Exo-
dus 23:21 is proved by God's commands 
to obey him. 

Joshua 5 :13-15 : A mysterious man 
with a drawn sword in his hand stood 
before Joshua at Jericho, and command-
ed Joshua, "Loose thy shoe from off thy 
foot for the place whereon thou standest 
is holy." This identifies this Captain with 
Jehovah who required the same perform-
ance of Moses (Exodus 3). 

Judges 6 :12-23 : This Angel of Jeho-
vah appeared unto Gideon. Gideon feared 
that he would die because he had seen 
God, and the Lord said unto him, "Peace 
be unto thee, fear not." 

In judges 13 :3-19 we read that the 
Angel of Jehovah came to Manoah and 
confirmed his promise concerning a soil. 
Upon Manoah's question as to what the 
Angel's name was, the answer came, 
"Why (lost thou ask my name, seeing 
that it is Wonderful." In Isaiah 9:6 we 
read, "His name shall be called Wonder-
ful." Also in Isaiah 63 :8, "Surely they are 
my people, children that will not lie, so he 
became their Saviour." The Hebrew word 
for Saviour comes from the same root as 
the name Jesus. In this passage of Scrip-
ture we find a confirmation of three 
points; first, that God out of His love 
took upon Himself flesh and appeared to 
us in the body of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
"and he became their Saviour"; ,second, 
that in this manifestation men coold see 
His face and live; third, Jesus Christ gave 
His life as an atonement for the sins of 
every one who believes and accepts Him. 

CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE OF THE 
TRIUNE GOD IN SCRIPTURE 

To every unbiased person, Jew or Gen-
tile, it is clearly evident from these var-
ious passages, taken from .the Hebrew 
Scriptures, that the God of the Bible is a 
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Triune God, a Trinity. First, (30d—rhe 
Father says, "Surely they are my people." 
Then, "He became their Saviour," a 
second personality. Then, "They vexed 
his Holy Spirit," which brings before us 
a third personality. 

It is a remarkable fact that we Jews in 
our most solemn prayers on Rosh Hash-
ana mention this doctrine of the Triune 
God. On Rosh liashana we blow the 
trumpet to fulfill the command of God 
riven in Leviticus 23:24. After the blow-
ing of the trumpet we offer the follow-
ing prayer, "May it be thy will, 0 Lord 
our God, that our blowing of the trumpet 
shall be accepted before thee for the sake 

Jesus (Hebrew, Yoshua) the Prince of 
the Face." How great is the blindness of 
those who utter that prayer and do not 
know to Whom they pray and for Whose 
sake they pray ! 

Scores of further references could be 
cited had I the space to add them here. 
Yet enough has been written to show 
those of my Jewish brethren who have 
the eyes to see, and the courage to face 
the factS presented, the truth concerning 
the blessed Trinity in our Scriptures and 
the Deity of Christ. 

I appeal to you, my dear brothers after 
the flesh, to heed the Word of God while 
there is time. When a Jew repeats three 
times a day, "Hear, 0 Israel, Jehovah (1) 
our God (2), Jehovah (3), is one," he tes-
tifies that there is a Trinity in the God-
head. Why should our Jewish people de-
ceive themselves by repeating words 
which they do not understand ? May I 
hope that •the reader of this message will 
take it to heart and start studying the 
Word of God in the Old Testament. If 
you will read Isaiah 48 :16 in the Hebrew 
you will finG There that the Triune God 
is very plainly set forth — "And now the 
Lord God and His Spirit hath sent Me." 
Here, then, is, as you must perceive: 
First, "the Lord God"; second, "His 
Spirit"; third, the "sent me," which re-
fers to the Messiah, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Think over these Scripture passages 
and pray that the Lord will teach you, 
that the Holy Spirit will guide you into 
this truth, and you will find that God is 
ready to answer the prayers of all those 
who call upon Him in truth. 
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