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The Meaning of the Jewish 
Holy Days 

What is God trying to teach us Jews through the observance of 
His set Feasts of the House of Israel? 

By L. ABRAMOVITCH 

HAT is the meaning of the J ew-
ish Holy Days ? Why do we ob-
serve Pesach, Shevuoth, Rosh 

Hashana, Yom Kippur, Succoth ? Have 
these "solemn assemblies" lost their orig-
inal meaning in our modern days ? Do 
these set feasts foreshadow other and 
deeper meanings ? Have we come to 
think of them merely as "Jewish holi-
days" instead of the "holy convocations" 
they were called in our Hebrew Scrip-
tures ? Didn't our God say of these feasts 
that they "shall he a statute for ever 
throughout your generations"? Let us 
try and find out why God established 
these feasts and see if they have any real 
meaning for us today. 

1. PESACH, OR PASSOVER 

God said to Moses. "I will bring one 
plague more upon Pharaoh, and upon 
Egypt, and afterwards he will let you go. 
About midnight will I go out into the 
midst of Egypt, and all the first born in 
the land shall die. Each household of the 
congregation of Israel shall take a lamb 
without blemish, a male of the first year, 
and shall kill it in the evening, and take 
of the blood and strike it on the two side  

posts and on the upper door posts of the 
house. And they,  shall eat the flesh, roast 
with fire and unleavened bread and with 
bitter herbs, with your loins girded, your 
shoes on your feet, and your staff in your 
hand. And the blood shall be to you for a 
token upon the houses where ye are, and 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
and the plague shall not be upon you to 
destroy you, when I smite the land of 
Egypt." 

As Passover is observed by Jews today 
it should more properly be called the 
feast of "unleavened bread," because 
there is no passover lamb and no sacri-
fice. Today the Jews have no temple, no 
altar, no sacrifice, no blood atonement 
and consequently no real Passover. There 
are the unleavened cakes, the herbs, the 
wine, but where is the passover lamb ? It 
is not there. 

Moreover, other Jewish practices at 
Passover, such as the reclining on the 
couch, the white gown (kittel), and the 
four cups of wine, have no special merit 
in God's sight, because they are merely 
"commandments taught by men" which 
God denounced as hateful to Himself 
(Isaiah 29 :13-16). 

If you, my Jewish friend, will search  

the Scriptures for yourself you will find 
that not only did God command the use 
of the blood of the Passover sacrifice, 
which should be a lamb "without blem-
ish," but also He commanded that every 
time a J ew sinned against God he was 
obliged to bring a sacrifice and to have 
the blood applied to the horns of the al-
tar as an atonement for his sin. 

God has never left an honest, seeking 
soul in darkness. You will realize, if you 
are sincere in your efforts to find the 
truth, that just before the time the tem-
ple was destroyed and the sacrifices 
ceased (A.D. 70), God provided His own 
sacrifice, the holy Messiah, of Whom all 
the former sacrifices were only a shadow. 
This is the real meaning of Passover, be-
cause God Himself made His Sacrifice 
from the foundation of the world. His 
blood was shed for the sins of the whole 
world so that everyone who believes au 
Him will obtain remission of sins and al-
so find in Him the true Passover Sacri-
fice. This is indeed a greater deliverance 
than that of Egypt. By faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ we become true children of 
God, possessing a new spirit and a new 
heart and obtaining a new life and a new 
name (Isaiah 62 :2). 

2. SHEVUOTH, OR PENTECOST 

The Jewish custom of counting seven 
weeks from Pesach to Shevuoth is a very 
old one. The commandment is found in 
Leviticus 23 :15, "Ye shall count unto you 
from the morrow after the sabbath . . . 
seven sabbaths shall be complete." This 
means that from the second morning of 
the Passover season, forty-nine days 
were to be counted, and the fiftieth clay 
was to be the day of Pentecost, when a 
new offering was to be made to God. 

On the day before the counting was to 
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begin, in the morning, a "sheaf (omer) of 
the firstfruits" had to be brought as a 
wave offering unto the Lord. At the close 
of the seven weeks, on Shevuoth, there 
were to be brought to the high priest 
"two wave-loaves . . . of fine flour . . . 
oaken with leaven" (Leviticus 23 :17) 
and these also were to be waved before 
the Lord our God. Why "baleen with leav-
en" ? •Generally-  it was forbidden that 
leaven be brought with a sacrifice, as it is 
written, "ye shall burn nu leaven . . . in 
any offering of the Lord made by fire" 
(Leviticus :11). Why, then, this excep-
tion ? 

This holy day (Shevuoth) is also desig-
nated by the rabbis as the "time of the 
giving of the Law," for Jewish tradition 
tells us that the Law was given at Mount 
Sinai at the time of Shevuoth. In the Law 
it is written, "Cursed be he that confirm-
eth not all the words of this law to du  
them" (Deuteronomy 27:26). It is also 
written, "The soul that sinneth it shall 
die." When we consider how rarely that 
Law is studied, and how much less it is 
observed, we lose all enthusiasm over 
Shevuoth as the "time of the giving of the 
Law." 'What is the secret behind She-
vuoth ? 

The blessed Messiah died fur our sins 
on Friday, the eve of Pesach, and on Sun-
day, the "morrow after the sabbath," He 
arose. By the "firstfruits" God showed us 
in symbol that our Messiah would rise 
out of the grave on the "morrow after the 
sabbath." He remained for fully forty 
days with His disciples, after which He 
was taken up to heaven. A few days later, 
on Shevuoth, early in the morning, when 
the wave loaves were being brought to 
the priest as an offering unto the Lord, 
the Holy Spirit descended upon the dis-
ciples and believers in Jerusalem, and 
they all began to preach the Gospel of the 
risen Messiah. Since then there is no 
longer any distinction between Jew and 
tientile because faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ our Messiah makes every man 
equal in God's sight. 

3. ROSH HASHANA, OR NEW YEAR. 

What and \\lien  is Rosh Hashana ? This 
question we ask of every. earnest truth-
seeking Jew. Because if such a Jew will 
face the facts, he will discover to his 
amazement that when he observes the 
first day of Tishri and calls it "New 
Year" or "Rosh Hashana'' he is flagrant-
ly disobeying God's commandment. Tishri 
is the seventh month of the year and not 
the first. Every intelligent Jew knows 
this. Why, then, does he insist that the 
first of Tishri is New Year ? 

The only place in our T'Nach, our Jew- .  
ish Old Testament, where Rosh Hashana 
is mentioned is Exodus 12 :2, "This month 
(Nisan) shall be unto you the beginning 
of months ; it shall be the first month of 
the year to you." The expression, "first 
of the year," is in the Hebrew. "Rosh 
Chadashim," which means the head, the 
beginning of months. Why, then, do the 
Jewish people fool themselves year after 
year by calling the first day of Tishri 
Rosh Hashana ? The only explanation is 
that it is the work of Satan, who hates  

the Jews and is the instigator of Jew-
hate in all ages. 

The tacts are that God gave us a holy 
celebration to be held in tne month Tish-
ri, the seventh month, but (god did not 
call it New Year : "In the seventh month, 
the first uay ot the month, snail ye have 
a sabbath, a memorial ot blowing of 
trumpets, a holy convocation" (Leviti-
cus 23 :24). This word "memorial" means 
a reminder from God ot things yet to 
come, for no sooner is God hnisneu with 
telling us to keep the memorial of the 
blowing of trumpets than tie teils us in 
Leviticus 23 :27 to keep the Day ut Atone-
ment, when the J ewish nation must af-
flict its soul and suffer great anguish of 
body and soul before God. 

Why du we call the first day of Tishri 
Rosh Hashana instead of the blowing of 
trumpets ? Because Satan has blinded us 
to the real meaning of the first day of 
Tishri, which will be the ushering in of 
the 	day of Jacob's trouble ( Jeremiah 
30 :7) and not New Year. "Awake, Oh Is-
rael, Awake !" Accept the Lord Jesus 
as your Messiah. Only in this way can 
you escape the terrible days of tribula-
tion. God has given you every possible 
sign and instruction. it is in your hands 
to say yes or no. 

4. YOM KIPPUR, OR DAY OF 
ATONEMENT 

The word "Kippur" in the Hebrew 
means literally "to cover." It is the same 
expression as Mound in Psalm 78 :38, "But 
he, being full of compassion, covered 
(Yechaper) their iniquity" (Hebrew). 

Since the days of Sivan, the third 
month of the Jewish calendar, when She-
vuoth, or the Feast of Weeks, was cele-
brated, there has been silence for four 
months. Suddenly the silence is broken 
by the blowing of trumpets on the first 
day of Tishri calling the attention of the 
whole nation to something fearful and 
heart chilling about to happen. Thus is 
ushered in Yom Kippur, the Day of 
Atonement, the most heart-searching and 
soul-agonizing day of the whole Jewish 
year. 

What did God tell :Israel to do on this 
most solemn day of the year ? We find 
the instructions in Leviticus 16. On the 
Day of Atonement the high priest was to 
take two goats and cast lots upon them. 
The one upon which fell the lot, "unto 
the Lord," was to be sacrificed as a sin 
offering; and the other, upon which fell 
the lot, "scapegoat," was to be presented 
before the Lord, laying his hands upon its 
head and confessing over it the sins of 
the congregation so that it should bear 
away all the sins of the people "unto a 
land not inhabited." 

Do the Jews today obey the instruc-
tions God gave in Leviticus 16? No, they 
do not. The rabbis tell us we should fast 
all day, yet there is not a word in God's 
Scriptures about fasting on Yom Kippur. 

What is the real meaning of the Day of 
Atonement, dear Jewish reader ? Perhaps 
sooner than you think the Jewish nation 
NVill be plunged into that terrible hour of 
affliction called by our prophet Jeremiah, 

AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, Inc. 

Established by Leopold Cohn in 1894 

HEADQUARTERS 

LEOPOLD COHN 

MEMORIAL BLDG. 

236 WEST 72nd STREET 

NEW YORK 23, N. Y. 

Come To Our Meetings 

at 236 West 72nd St., New York 

Sunday Service — 4:00 P. M. 

Wed. Bible Study — 8:00 P. M. 

"the time of Jacob's trouble," and it will 
be a day of atonement indeed ! The only 
safe way for you to do now as an indi-
vidual J ew is to turn to your Messiah, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and seek forgive-
ness of sins and the sure promise of 
everlasting life. 

5. SUCCOTH, OR FEAST 
OF BOOTHS 

Succoth! What reminiscences the word 
brings to mind to the Jew ! The harvest 
was finished. From the trees, the vines, 
the ground itself, the abundance of God's 
material blessings, had been picked, gath-
ered together, and brought to the barns 
and storehouses. It is Israel's Golden Age 
—no more Hamans, no more Hitlers, but 
everlasting peace and joy ! 

This is why the Feast of Booths, or 
Tabernacles, has also been called the 
Feast of Ingathering. God's command-
ment in the celebration of this Feast is 
given in Leviticus 23 :42, 43 —"Ye shall 
dwell in booths seven days . . . that ye 
may know that I made the children of 
Israel dwell in booths when I brought 
them out of the land of Egypt." 

What, therefore, does this Feast___of 
Booths typify or foretell? I ask every 
thinking Jew, Can it mean anything else 
but that God has revealed in this Feast 
the goal toward which He has been di-
recting all of His marvelously planned 
program of redemption for the entire 
world ? Every Jew knows, or can think 
back to his childhood days and recall 
those evensongs that followed the festal 
sabbath meals, the Z'meeroth, the heart-
touching melodies which expressed the 
hope that some day the Messiah would 
come back to establish us once more in 
the Homeland where we would live in 
millennial joy for a thousand years. 

THE CONCLUSION OF THE 
WHOLE MATTER 

Well, dear reader, you can have this 
privilege if you really want it. It is with-
in your grasp at this very moment if you 
are willing to acknowledge the Lord 
Jesus Christ as your Messiah. Then you 
will have a real Feast of Tabernacles iii 
your heart that will continue through Al 
eternity. Accept God's Son now as your 
Messiah and Saviour. 
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