
The True Meaning of the Jewish Holy Days 

Why do we Jews weep and lament on Rosh Hashana, when the 
people of all other nations rejoice on their New Year? Do you know the true 
meaning of Rosh Hashana, of Yom Kippur, of Succoth? Do you know why 
you kill a chicken on Yom Kippur? Or why you eat Matzo at Pesach? Send 
us 	in stamps and we will mail you a copy of our folder, "The Meaning of 
the Jewish Holy Days." 
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Israel Shall Rise Again 
By LOUISE KAUFMANN 

INCE ISIZAECS celebration of her lat- 
est anniversary, thousands of form- 
er refugees have been lifting up 

thankful hearts to God that at last they 
have been able to find their way back to 
the ancient homeland. Front all over the 
world they have returned for one major 
purpose : to repossess the land, to make 
habitable once again the waste places 
and to build up the ruined cities. 

Many centuries ago the nation of Is-
rael -was Confront ed W ith a similar prob-
lem. though the ilesolation of the land 
at that time had only been of seventy 
years duration. It is interesting to note 
the reaction of the people according to 
the biblical account. In the third chap-
ter of Ezra we read : "The people gath-
ered themselves together as one man to 
jerusalem ..and many shouted aloud for 

. . 	the people shouted with a loud 
shout, and the noise was heard afar off" 
Ezra 3 :1,12,13). 

MOSES - THE MAN OF GOD 

1-ctl-()SpeCti011 we may still go far-
ther back, when under the leadership 
of Moses, Israel was formed to become 
a chosen nation. From its very incep-
tion C iod inaugurated certain principles 
and ceremonies which had to be mi-
nutely followed if God's blessings were 
to he assured. The most outstanding of 
these were animal sacrifices for the re- 

mission of sin. Moses so indelibly im-
pressed the multitude with this fact 
that we read: "Moses took the blood, 
and sprinkled it on the people, and said, 
Behold the blood of the covenant which 
the Lord hath made with you concern-
ing-  all these words" (Exodus 24:8). 

This indeed became such an all im-
portant issue with the nation that when 
they returned from the seventy years 
captivity in Babylon, their first concern 
was not to lay the foundation of the 
Temple, but they "builded the altar of 
the God of :Israel, to offer burnt-offer-
ings thereon, as it is written in the law-
of Moses the man of God" (Ezra 3:2). 
"The Blood of the Covenant!" Think of 
it ! These cannot be mere words, there 
must he a deeper meaning to them. Fur-
thermore, that God would allow the na-
tion to continue to exist for almost 
twenty centuries, without fulfilling so 
important a commandment, is unthink-
able. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

To find a plausible solution, let us 
consider another aspect of God's Word 
through Moses. if the law of Israel was 
to find a termination in itself, the Lord 
w,...)uld have surely made it plain; but 
instead He pointed the people beyond 
the law to An..4her who would come, to 
whom all Israel was to give strict ohed- 

ience. In Deuteronomy 18:15,19 we read: 
"The Lord thy God will raise up unto 
thee a Prophet from the midst of thee. 
of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him 
ye shall hearken. - And it shall come to 
pass, that whosoever will not hearken 
unto my words which he shall speak in 
my name, I will require it of him." 

It stands to reason that the nation as 
a whole must have brought God's dis-
pleasure upon itself ; for we cannot es-
cape the fact that the very Temple 
where the blood sacrifices had to be 
made was destroyed a second time and 
the nation driven into exile, to live for 
the most part among their enemies. 

Some may question as to why Israel 
has been permitted to return in this our 
day when there has been no change 
whatsoever in their religious policies. So 
much the inure since Moses anticipated 
the diaspora, for he foretold : "Even all 
nations shall say, Wherefore bath tht! 
Lord done thus unto this land? what 
meaneth the heat of this great anger? 
Then men shall say, Because they have 
forsaken the o.,venant of the Lord God 
of their fathers, which he made with 
them when he brought them forth out 
of the land of Egypt" (Deuteronomy 29: 
24,25). 

As shown, everything revolves around 
keeping or breaking of the Blood of the 
Covenant. The very reason that Israel 
is back in the land of their fathers can 
only find one answer, that is, to bring 
the nation not only back to the land but 
also, under that very Covenant. This 
proves the great mercy and compassion.  
of God to give His people Israel whom 
He had chosen to be His witnesses, an-
other chance. They arc yet to make good 
their mistake of rejecting their own Mes-
siah and to confess their national guilt. 

To fully understand this sin of rejec-
tion, we must turn to the New Testa-
ment for in it only do we find the con-
tinuation and fulfillment of the "Blood 
of the Covenant." Here at once we come 
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face to face with the Personality of 
Moses' prediction. The first question 
would be: What is His name ? That we 
find spoken of by the angel at the an-
nunciation : "And thou shalt call his name 
JESUS (Yeshuah) ; for he shall save his 
people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21). 
His very name carries with it the mean-
ing of "salvation," therefore He is called 
our Messiah and Saviour. As such He 
must be greater than Moses and He is, 
for He has not only taken on humanity, 
but also as Saviour He is 

JESUS - THE SON OF GOD 

"For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life. For God 
sent not His Son into the world to con-
demn the world; but that the world thru 
him might be saved" (John 3:16,17). 

Moses had the privilege to free Israel 
from the bondage of Egypt, whereas 
Jesus had the sorrowful responsibility 
to free the people from the bondage of 
sin: which' was infinitely harder to do. 
Yet as both Scripture and history agree 
He did it voluntarily and freely. 

To satisfy the broken law of a holy 
God, Jesus as sinbearer had to super-
sede the burnt offerings upon the altar, 
which as the New Testament declares 
were but a "shadow of things to come." 
For the worshipper could never be made 
perfect as long as these sacrifices had 
to be repeated year after year. With 
every new sacrifice the consciousness of 
sin remained. 

In the tenth chapter of the book of 
Hebrews we read: "For it is not possi-
ble that the blood of bulls and of goats 
should take away sins. Wherefore when 
he cometh into the world, he saith, Sac-
rifice and offering thou wouldest not, 
but a body hast thou prepared me : In 
burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin 
thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, 
Lo, I come (in the volume of the book 
it is written of me), to do thy will, 0 God 
. . . By the which will we are sanctified. 
through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all" (Hebrews 10: 
4-7,10). And in Hebrews 7:25 we are told 
of the effectual results reaching into the 
heavenlies : "Wherefore he is able also 
to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them." 

ONCE FOR ALL 

Here we arrive at the root of the mat-
ter. When Jesus offered up Himself it 
was for all time and eternity. Therefore 
God allowed the temple to be destroyed 
so that the animal sacrifices could be 
done away with. The prophet Isaiah 
sheds additional light upon the theme 
of so great a sacrifice. In Isaiah 53:6 we 
read: "The Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all." That it was also 
specifically for His people Israel, we are 
further told in Isaiah 53:8 "For the  

transgression of my people was he strick-
en." The language is plain. He suffered 
not for His own sins but for those of 
others. Nor was this the mere accidental 
suffering of an innocent man for a guilty 
one; it was a great work of atonement, 
an offering for sin, the actual fulfillment 
of the "Blood of the Covenant." Israel, 
as a whole, has not yet grasped the sig-
nificance of all that (but it nevertheless 
is the central feature of both the Old and 
New Testaments, especially in the fore-
going prophecy, 

As Son of God, Jesus had to be more 
than a good man; He had to be a per-
fect man. All — Jew and Gentile — are 
sinners; Christ alone was sinless. This 
too has been beautifully portrayed in 
Isaiah's prophecy : "By his knowledge 
shall my righteous servant justify many; 
for he shall bear their iniquities." (Isa-
iah 53 :11). The Bible tells us: "There is 
none righteous, no, not one" (Romans 
3 :10), which fact also is another evi-
dence that Jesus (the righteous servant) 
is the divine Son of God. 

MESSIAH'S CLAIMS 

His own challenge to this day re-
mains the same : "Search the Scriptures ; 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life : 
and they are they which testify of me" 
(John 5 :39) ; and His assertion must 
some day be met: "I am the way, the 
truth, and the life : no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me" (John 14 :6). The 
difficulties to accept His words as eman-
ating from God may be great, the diffi-
culties of rejecting them are far greater. 
To those who accept Him, God's peace 
cannot be doubted. However hard it is 
to believe, it is harder still to disbelieve, 
for no other individual has exerted the 
influence on the world, as He has. 

HIS GREATNESS AND POWER 

W. E. H. Lecky, the historian, has 
this to say : "It was reserved for Christ 
to present to the world an ideal charac-
ter, which through all the changes of 
nineteen centuries, has inspired the 
hearts of men with an irnpassionate 
love, and has exercised so deep an in-
fluence that the simple record of three 
short years of active life has done more 
to regenerate and to soften mankind 
than all the disquisitions of philoso-
phers, and all the exhortations of mor-
alists." 

Moses was not permitted to enter the 
promised land, but Jesus, the Son of 
God, at the right hand of the Father, 
has opened the gates, to let His people 
in. Moses in his day took the blood of 
animals and sprinkled it upon the people 
as a token of God's Covenant with them. 
Jesus, by His own blood, offered Himself 
without spot to God, having "obtained 
eternal redemption for us." "Therefore" 
God says, "will I divide him a portion 
with the great . . he shall be exalted 
and extolled, and be very high .. . So shall 
he sprinkle many nations (not merely 
His own people) the kings shall shut  
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their mouths at him" (Isaiah 53:12; 
52:13,15). 

In the endtime He will be the Judge 
and King of all the earth ; the ushering 
in of a thousand years of peace are at our 
disposal. Why has He not yet come back 
This is His answer : "1 will go and re-
turn to my place, till they (Israel) ac-
knowledge their offense and seek my 
face: in their affliction they will seek me 
early" (Hosea 5:15). 

ZION'S STRENGTH 

Once again there shall be a shout and 
the noise shall be heard afar off — "0 
Zion, that bringest good tidings, get 
thee up into the high mountain; 0 
Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, 
lift up thy voice with strength ; lift it 
up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of 
Judah, Behold your God!" (Isaiah 40:9). 
"In those days, and in that time, saith 
the Lord, the children of Israel shall 
come, they and the children of Judah 
together, going and weeping: they shall 
go, and seek the Lord their God. They 
shall ask the way to Zion with their 
faces thitherward, saying, Come, and 
let us join ourselves to the Lord in a 
perpetual covenant that shall not be 
forgotten" (Jeremiah 50:4,5). 

Such is the wonderful picture of Is-
rael's reconciliation with her Messiah 
and coining- King. Fully restored, under 
the righteous leadership of Ycslivah 
Hamoshiach, Jesus, the Christ — Israel 
shall rise again! 
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