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Must Messiah Be Virgin Born
Is it possible to find out with any certainty exactly what our Hebrew
Scriptures say about the birth of Messiah?
By L. ABRAMOVITCH

C

IT BE proved from our Old
Testament Scriptures that Messiah must be born of a virgin ?
The following words are recorded in the
book of the prophecy of Isaiah, "Behold,
the virgin shall conceive, and bear a son"
(Isaiah 7 :14 A.S.V. Margin). There has
been much debate among our people concerning this prophecy; namely, first, what
does the word "virgin" mean, and, second, what does the word "son" mean ?
The English word "virgin" is a translation of the Hebrew word almah. This
Hebrew word means an unmarried
woman. How do we know this ? Why
doesn't almah refer to the wife of Isaiah,
Or to any woman, unmarried, married, or
widowed ? Because there are six other
places in our Hebrew Scriptures where
the word almah is used and in each of
these passages the word refers to an unmarried woman. For example :

AN

1. In Genesis 24:43 we read,
Behold, I stand by the well of water; and
it shall come to pass, that when the virgin
(almah) cometh forth to draw water, and I
say to her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water
of thy pitcher to drink ...

These words were spoken by Eliezer, Abraham's servant, and the virgin referred
to was Rebekah, who was certainly not
a married woman.

2.

In Exodus 2 :7,8, we read,

Then said his (Moses') sister to Pharaoh's
(laughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse
of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the
child for thee? And Pharaoh's daughter said
to her, Go. And the maid (almah) went and
called the child's mother.

The maid was Moses' sister and no one
will deny that she was an unmarried
woman.
3. The word is next used in. Psalm
68:25 :
The singers went before, the players on
instruments followed after; among them
were the damsels (alamoth) playing with timbrels.

The reference here is to the young unmarried women who could give their
time to this.
4. The word is used again in two
places in the Song of Solomon, the first
time in 1:3,
Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy name is as ointment poured forth,
therefore do the virgins (alamoth) love thee.

This cannot mean married women.
5. The second time is in 6 :8,
There are threescore queens, and fourscore
concubines, and virgins (alamoth) without
number.
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The translation "virgins" here is actually required by the sequence, "queens
... concubines . .. virgins."
6. Once again, it is found in Proverbs
30:19,
The way of an eagle in the air .. . and the
way of a man with a maid (almah).

Since this represents the love of the
bridegroom: and the bride, the word almolt is used to show both her youth and
virginity as contrasted with the ishshah
(woman) of verse 20.
When all of the above passages are examined we cannot find a single one where
the word almah or its plural form alamoth,
definitely means a married woman or a
widow. Therefore, the meaning of the
prophet admits of no uncertainty when he
says, "The virgin (almah) shall conceive,
and bear a Son." For this reason he calls
it a "sign," a miracle. The Old Testament
Scriptures known as the Septuagint
which was translated by Jews into Greek
from the original Hebrew about 270 B.C.,
translated the word almah in Isaiah 7 :14 .
by parthenos, the Greek word for virgin.
This shows that Jews before the time of
Christ understood that almah referred to
a virgin.
Luke 1:27 in the New Testament
reads,
To a virgin (parthenos) espoused to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David; and the virgin's name was Mary.

The New Testament, originally written in Greek, contains the word parMows for virgin in both instances.
Now, dear reader, if you are an earnest seeker after truth, look once again
in your Hebrew Bible in the book of Isaiah, God's prophet, at the words in chapter 7, verse 14, which I have just quoted.
How did these words come to be written ? You can easily find out for yourself.
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SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL
Ahaz was the king of Judah, as it says
in the first verse of this same chapter,
And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz...
king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria,
and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel,
went up toward Jerusalem to war against it.

When these two kings came against
Jerusalem, Ahaz became greatly frightened, as it is recorded in 2 Kings 16 :7,8,
So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser
king of Assyria, saying, I am thy servant and
thy son: come up, and save me out of the
hand of the king of Syria, and out of the hand
of the king of Israel, who rise up against me.
And Ahaz took the silver and gold that was
found in the house of the Lord...and sent it
for a present to the king of Assyria.

Ahaz was a hardened sinner. He had
neither piety nor faith in the God of Israel. In spite of this, God sent His prophet Isaiah to tell Ahaz not to fear, for
God would save the holy city.
Then said the Lord unto Isaiah, Go forth
now to meet Ahaz...and say unto him, Take
heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted (Isaiah 7:3,4).

As to the threat of the two kings, to
go up against Jerusalem, the holy city, to
"vex it, and let us make a breach therein
for us," the Lord said unto Isaiah, "It
shall not stand, neither shall it come to
pass." And Isaiah was to say unto Ahaz,
"If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not
be established."
Moreover, the Lord spake again unto Ahaz,
saying, Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God
...But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will
I tempt the Lord (Isaiah 7:10.12).

Upon hearing these words from Ahaz,
the prophet Isaiah said to him, and his
words were addressed not only to Ahaz
but also to the entire line of the kings of
Judah,
Hear ye now, 0 house of David; Is it a
small thing for you to weary men, but will ye
weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign; Behold, a virgin
(almah) shall conceive, and bear a son, and
shall call his name Immanuel (God with us)
(Isaiah 7:13,14).

You may ask at this point, Why did
God want to assure Ahaz and the house
of David that He would save Jerusalem
from those two kings? Was not Ahaz
thoroughly bad and idolatrous in his
character ? Yes, he was, but Ahaz was a
descendant of the family of David, of the
kingdom of Judah, and God had promised
that the kingdom of Judah would not be
destroyed until Messiah came. Where is
such a promise made ?
Our Hebrew Scripture tells us that
God created Adam and Eve with the intention that they and their posterity
would be holy and pure. But they lost
their holiness through the sin of disobedience. Satan in the form of a serpent
tempted Eve and brought about Adam's
fall. God being merciful promised a Redeemer who according to the prophets
was to be called the Messiah, and this
Messiah would redeem fallen man from
the power of Satan. God's promise reads
thus :

I will put enmity between thee (Satan) and
the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed: he shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel (Genesis 3:15 A.S.V.).

The expression "her seed" is in the
singular, meaning that one person burn
of the woman would bruise the head of
Satan and overcome him. Anyone able to
overcome Satan would have to be stronger than Satan, that is, he would have to
be stronger than a mere man — he would
have to be God. Thus we see that God
will come in the form of a man to be this
Deliverer, this Messiah. The method of
His coming was therefore foreshadowed
in the way the Lord appeared to Abraham in Genesis 18 :1-5; as He appeared
to Jacob in Genesis 32:30; and to Joshua
in Joshua 5 :13-15. He will be God manifest in the flesh.
As the fall of Adam came from a
woman the redemption would also come
from a woman. The promise of God to
Adam and Eve became clearer when God
said to Abraham in Genesis 12 :3, "In thee
shall all families of the earth be blessed."
The same promise is repeated in Genesis
21 :12, "In Isaac shall thy seed be called,"
that is, the seed promised to Eve shall
come through Isaac and not through Ishmael. Once again the promise is repeated
in Genesis 26:4, "And in thy seed shall all
the nations of the earth be blessed."
Isaac transferred the blessing to Jacob
in Genesis 27:27-29 and God confirmed
the blessing to Jacob in Genesis 28:14.
Jacob's dream of the ladder reaching
from earth to heaven is a type of the
Messiah Who shall unite earth with
heaven, man with God. In Genesis 49 :10
Jacob transfers the blessing to Judah his
son and gives him a time limit in which
to expect the Messiah.
The sceptre shall not depart from Judah,
nor a lawgiver from betiveen his feet, until
Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gather.
ing of the people be.

This verse means that the kingdom of
Judah, in which the city of Jerusalem is
located, will last until the Messiah comes.
There are Jewish writers who explain
how the name Shiloh means the Messiah,
although the words, "and unto him shall
the gathering of the people be," could be
applied only to the Messiah.
Tracing the promise of the Messiah
still further through the Old Testament,
we read in Micah 5 :2,3,
But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou
be little among the thousands of Judah, yet
out of thee shall he come forth unto me that
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth
have been from of old, from everlasting.
Therefore will he give them up (let them
alone), until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth.

The prophet Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah. The One referred to in
these two verses is the Messiah, or Jesus
of Nazareth, who was born in Bethlehem
of Judah.
Thus it is evident that Isaiah in 7 :14
only reiterated the promise of old that
the Messiah should be born of a woman
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alone, that is, without a husband, as the
word virgin (almalt) implies. Then, in
order to indicate the nature of Him who
was to bruise the serpent's (Satan's)
head, the prophet says that He shall be
called Immanuel, that is, God with us.
We have shown that in every case
where the word aimiilt is used in the Hebrew Bible, it invariably means a virgin
and nothing else. The claim that b'thoolah should have been used in Isaiah 7:14,
if a virgin had been the meaning, is shown
to be false when a text containing this
word is examined, such as Joel 1:8,
Lament like a virgin ( b'thoolah), girded •
with sackcloth for the husband of her youth.

Even Rashi admits that there were
some Jewish scholars who believed that
the word aim& used in Isaiah 7 :14 meant
a virgin. See Rashi on Isaiah, page 27,
Warsaw Edition 1902.
Is not this revelation plain enough ?
Why should not Israel believe it ? How
much longer will our God complain that
Israel is wandering about, a back-sliding
daughter ? Is anything impossible with
God ?
My Jewish brethren, will you not accept Jesus of Nazareth, born of a virgin,
from the house of David, the Saviour who
died for our sins and rose again the third
day and Who shall conic again unto salvation to those who wait fur Him ?
Accept Him and live ! Amen.
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