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"As One Gentleman to Another" 
By OSCAR WAGO 

WAS BORN in Hungary, Europe, 
into a very Orthodox Jewish family:  
My father was a Rabbi and one of 

the great Talmudic teachers of his day. 
My religious training began when I 

was three years old. At the age of seven 
I was brought before a congregation of 
Rabbis to prove to them that even at 
that early age I already knew all the pre-
cepts that govern the life of a Jew. It 
was not an easy task, because there are 
613 precepts to memorize. 

At the age of thirteen I appeared be-
fore the Synagogue, when I became 
"Bar-miz-wah," a Son of the Law. Our 
Jewish people believe that a child is not 
responsible for his sins up to the age of 
thirteen, and that at the age of thirteen 
he becomes a "Son of the Law" and 
stands on his own merits. 

As was the custom in Europe, my fa-
ther entered me in the nearest high 
school, or gymnasium. It was a Roman 
Catholic school and all the teachers and 
professors were Roman Catholic priests. 
After graduating at this high school, I at-
tended, with the help of a scholarship. 
universities in Vienna, Berlin, Paris and 
Zurich, where I received my diploma as 
an automotive and aeroplane designing 
engineer. During these four years of col-
lege life I met thousands of Gentile 
Christians and made hundreds of friends 
among them, but no one ever spoke to me 
about becoming a Christian. 

KAISER WILHELM AND THE NAZIS 

World War I broke out in 1914. I was 
an officer in the German Army and went 
out on the field of battle to fight. I was 
wounded twelve times and gassed twice. 
I received sixteen medals, one of which 
was placed on my breast by Kaiser Wil-
helm himself. After the war ended and 
Naziism began its vicious work, I was 
told very politely but firmly to leave the 
country because I was a Jew. 

It was a sad day for me to leave the 
country where I had lived much of my 
life, where I had labored and held a fine 
pusition. But today I am praising God be-
cause I know it was His purpose to bring 
me out of that country and into the Unit-
ed States of America. 

One Friday night, during the "depres-
sion years," I was walking through the 
Hill District of Pittsburgh in the Jew-
ish section. I heard singing and stopped 
for a moment to listen. It seemed a very 
strange thing to me that in a time of de-
pression there could be singing in a 
neighborhood where Peiople were prob-
ably going without food and clothing for 
themselves and their children. I turned in 
the direction from which the sound of 
singing came, and as I reached the place, 
the singing stopped. The building appear-
ed to be a storeroom with a large window 
at the front in which were displayed Jew-
ish and English literature and Bibles. I 
thought it was probably a small Jewish  

Synagogue. 1 didn't feel like going inside, 
and turned away, when the singing began 
again, and this time I distinctly heard 
the name of Jesus Christ. It was as 
though I had been struck by lightning. 
A Jewish Synagogue where people were 
singing of Jesus Christ ! Impossible ! 

The singing went on and again I heard 
the name of Jesus Christ. Seeking some 
explanation, I opened the door of the 
place and went in. To my utter amaze-
ment I saw Jews and Gentiles worship-
ping together, all singing of Jesus Christ 
their Saviour ! Out of sheer curiosity I 
sat down. After the singing, a little Jew-
ish man got up and read from the Scrip-
tures, reading in Hebrew and explaining 
what he read in Yiddish and English. One 
thing he said was that Jesus Christ is 
spoken of in the Old Testament. 

THE PROMISED MESSIAH OF ISRAEL 

'Well, that was just a little more than 
I could stand for. I felt like shouting, 
"It's a lie !" But he went on and on and I 
had to sit there quietly, listening to him 
telling the people that Jesus Christ was 
spoken of in the Old Testament and that 
He was the promised Messiah of Israel ! 
This truly burned me up. I kept my eyes 
On the door, resolved to get out of the 
place as soon as the meeting was over. 

The Jewish man finished, a benediction 
\VaS pronounced, and I jumped to my feet 
and made for the door. Before I could 
reach it, the little man was there before 
me. He reached out his hand, saying, 
"Pardon me ! What is your name ?" I felt 
compelled to answer, "My name is Oscar 
Wago." He replied, "My name is John 
Solomon." I then said, "I'm pleased to 
meet you, Mr. Solomon — good bye !" 

I didn't escape so easily, however. Mr. 
Solomon said he wanted to know me 
better and asked me to wait a few min-
utes so that he could talk to me. Still up-
set and angry, I said, "There is no use 
talking to me. When I came in here I 
didn't know what kind of place it was, 
but now that I know, the best thing for 
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SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL 

me to do is to get out as quickly as pos-
sible. I was born a J env and I'm going to 
die as a Jew, and no one in the world 
is going to convert me!" 

Mr. Solomon smiled and said, "Mv 
friend, I don't want to convert you, I 
couldn't if I wanted to. I just want to 
talk to you." I answered angrily, "You 
may tell these people that Jesus Christ 
is in the Old Testament, but you can't 
tell it to me. I know my Bible.'' 

HE APPEALED TO ME AS A GENTLEMAN 

I thought I had settled the matter, but 
I was mistaken. Mr. Solomon answered 
kindly, "I would just like to talk to you 
for a few minutes as one gentleman to 
another." His mention of the word "gen-
tleman" did the trick. I relented and said, 
"Very well. I will give you just a few 
minutes." 

After all the people had gone, Mr. 
Solomon took his Bible and we sat down 
to examine the Word of God together—
a bit stiffly, to be sure, because each of 
us was trying to find out how much the 
other knew of his Bible. 

Time passed and I was tired. I wanted 
to go•home and I told Mr. Solomon so. 
Before leaving Mr. Solomon asked me to 
do him a favor. He handed me a slip of 
paper upon which he wrote the refer-
ences to a few Bible passages and asked 
me to look them up when 1 got home and 
read them, and not only to read theme but 
also to meditate upon them. He said, "If 
you find that I am right, then like one 
gentleman to another, come back and tell 
me so; but if you find that I am wrong, 
also come back and tell me so, and we'll 
compare our differences." 

I took the piece of paper and saw at 
once that I was familiar with most of 
the passages. But since Mr. Solomon ap-
pealed to me as a gentleman, I thought 
there might possibly be something 1 had 
forgotten in these passages, and decided 
to give him the benefit of the doubt. So 
home I went, took out my Hebrew Bible 
and looked up the passages he had writ-
ten down. I found each and every one of 
them to be as I thought they would be. 
But while I meditated on them, some-
thing happened to me. It was not that I 
felt I was being converted. Conversion 
is not so quickly accomplished. But I was 
disturbed. That cock-sure feeling I al-
ways had that I couldn't be wrong, in-
stilled in me by my teachers, the best  
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Rabbis, and my father, the greatest of 
them all, was somehow shaken. 

READING THE NEW TESTAMENT 
WITH AN OPEN MIND 

The following day I went back to Mr. 
Solomon and said to him, "I don't believe 
a single word you said, but I confess I 
am not so sure of myself either." Again 
we sat clown and read certain portions of 
the Bible together. It was then that Mr. 
Solomon gave inc a New Testament. It 
was the first time in my life I had ever 
seen one. I had heard that the New 
Testament was a wonderful book, but it 
doesn't prove anything to a Jew. 

I decided to accept it and take it home 
and read it with an unbiased mind. The 
references given to me in the Old Testa-
ment enabled me to find the fulfillment 
of certain prophecies in the New Testa-
ment, and as I read and compared the 
two I had plenty of time to meditate on 
their relation and significance. While do-
ing this, little by little God opened up 
new meanings to me. This did not take 
place suddenly or easily. For weeks and 
weeks I was so nervous I wanted to see 
nobody, and talk to nobody. Night after 
night I never closed my eyes. Exhausted 
and weary, I fell asleep one night and 
when I woke up in the morning I noticed 
my pillow was wet. I must have cried in 
my sleep, although I never cried even at 
the horrible things I saw during the war. 
This upset me to such an extent that I 
got out of bed and fell on my knees, won-
dering if I was losing In)' mind. 1 cried 
out, "Oh, God, I can't stand this any 
longer. Help me and show me the truth. 
What am I to believe, what my father 
taught me, or the things I am being 
taught by Mr. Solomon" ? 

As I prayed thus, I was given a sign 
by God's grace. Suddenly there flashed 
before my mind's eye the vision cif my old 
high school hack in Hungary and the in-
scription over the entrance to the build-
ing, "I am the way, the truth, and the 
life" standing out in glaring letters. 

AN ANSWER TO PRAYER 

I honestly and devoutly believed this 
to be an answer to prayer, the evidence 
of the working of the Holy Spirit of God 
in my heart pointing out to my troubled 
spirit the answer to all my doubts and 
inner conflict, the Lord Jesus Christ, my 
own personal Saviour, Redeemer and the 
true Messiah of Israel. It was He who 
said, "I am the way, the truth, and the 
life," and at last I had the courage to ac-
cept it. 

I could hardly wait to get to the meet-
ing place of the Jewish Mission that 
night. When Mr. Solomon invited any of 
those present to testify as to their ac-
ceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord and Sav-
iour, I fairly jumped to my feet and in 
the hearing of all present, said, "I know 
and I believe that Jesus Christ is my Sav-
iour; that Jesus Christ is my Messiah and 
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hundred and sixty-five days a year! I 
know it !" 

From this time on the reality and as-
surance of my salvation has been ever 
precious and the same, and when occa-
sionally I ask a Christian brother if he is 
saved and he answers, "I think so, I hope 
so !" I am able to tell him with full as- 
surance, "I don't think so, I don't 	u. so, 
I know so !" 

Perhaps you, my dear Jewish reader, 
may say, "Well, you've told me about 
how one Jew found Christ. Why is it 
there are millions of Jews who have not 
found Him and do not know Him ?" 

There are many reasons why so many 
of our Jewish people cannot accept Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Messiah, hut 
two stand out as important in my opinion 
as a J ewe who now believes in Him as Is-
rael's true Messiah. One reason is that 
many Gentiles who profess to he Chris-
tian believers, and profess to love all men 
as their brothers, have no love for the 
Jews, and neglect and even despise them 
as persons to whom the Gospel of salva-
tion should be presented. The other rea-
son is the complement or obverse of the 
first ; namely, 	ews or Gentiles who 
make no profession of being Christian be-
lievers and who covertly and overtly per-
secute the Jews to the point of ostracism, 
imprisonment and death, throughout the 
Christian era even until now. 

True Christians love the Jews. Would 
you like to find peace and joy, not only in 
this present life hut also in the life to 
come ? Will you not then accept the gra-
cious provision made for your eternal 
happiness and salvation by God through 
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, Israel's 
true Messiah? You can neither merit nor 
work out your own salvation. All vou 
have to do-is to accept Him as your Sac-
rifice and by faith turn to God Who will 
not cast you off. That you may make 
this decision today is my earnest and sin.-
cere prayer. 
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