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"WHAT IS A JEW?" 
or 

Different Groups Who Claim to be Jews. 

N A recent issue of a nationally cir- 
culated Jewish weekly an account 
appeared of a strange cult ,  which 

teaches that the earliest settlers in Ire-
land were Jews. These misguided people 
believe that "Tara's Halls" should really 
be "Torah's Hall," which they maintain, 
without any proof at all, was built to 
house the Torah, or the tablets of the 
Law given by God to Moses at Sinai. 
These, they state, were brought to Ire-
land by the prophet Jeremiah together 
with the daughter of Zedekiah, the last 
king of Judah, after the destruction of 
the Temple in Jerusalem about twenty-
five centuries ago. 

There are other groups of people who 
try to identify themselves with Israel or 
Judah, and go to incredibly  absurd 
lengths to prove that they are the true 
lineal descendants of Jacob or of one of 
his sons. 

To a simple Jew, such as, the writer, 
who has suffered from prejudice and in-
tolerance because he is a Jew, this is 
quite incomprehensible. It is difficult to 
understand how anybody should wish to 
identify himself with the most hated and 
persecuted people the world has ever 
known—not, of course, unless he has 
something to gain by it, and what could 
anybody gain by calling himself a Jew ? 

ARE THEY JEWS? 

To make an already confusing situa-
tion even more complex there is a colored 
tribe in Abyssinia, the Falashas, who 
claim to be the true Jews, and there is a 
synagogue of colored Jews in New York  

City. The Samaritans who still exist in 
small numbers in Nablus, Jordan, also 
claim to be the true Jews, and there is 
quite a large movement in England which 
asserts that the British people are the 
true Israelites. Are they j ews ? Are the 
Falashas Jews ? Are the Samaritans 
Jews ? Are the Irish Jews ? Are the 
Jews Jews ? 

If all these different people claim to be 
Jews, we must ask, is there no way of de-
ciding who is a Jew ? Most people would 
say that it is easy to tell a Jew by some 
physical characteristics, or by his name. 
But these are very uncertain guides, as 
all the semitic people look pretty much 
alike, such as the Arabs, Turks, Armen-
ians, etc. A surname also is never a good 
criterion of a person's racial origin, as it 
is often derived from the name of a town, 
a vocation or a trade. 

DOUBT EVEN IN ISRAEL. 

Furthermore, the State of Israel has 
been grappling with this self-same prob-
lem for a number of years: Even the Jews 
are not quite sure who is a Jew ! The 
question arose. shortly after the passage 
of the Law of the Return in the Israeli 
Knesset, under which every Jew was 
given the right to return to the Land of 
Israel. He had, however, first of all to 
satisfy the authorities that he is a Jew, 
and there was no legal definition of this. 
Almost immediately some thousands of 
Japanese adopted the Jewish religion, 
claimed that they are now j ews, and de-
manded their rights under the Law of 
the Return to immigrate to Israel with 

the assistance of the Israeli government. 
They were, they maintained, J ews—Jap-
anese Jews 

The traditional Jewish definition of a 
Jew is that anybody born of Jewish par-
ents, or a proselyte, or one who has a 
Jewish mother alone, and who has not 
professed any other faith, or who has not 
been baptized, is a Jew. This means that 
religion is the test. Religion is equated 
with nationality in a very loose and il-
logical manner. Great care is taken to 
exclude all Jews who have accepted the 
teachings of the Bible concerning the 
Messiah of Israel, and who have confess-
ed this faith in baptism. But if a Jew 
should deny his traditional religion or be-
come an atheist or a freethinker, he is 
still regarded as being a Jew. Surely this 
is confused reasoning to say that a Jew 
remains a Jew if he should deny his faith, 
have no faith at all, or even become an 
atheist, yet if he should be a believer in 
Christ he ceases to be a Jew! 

WHAT IS A JEWISH CHRISTIAN? 

And what about the Jew who believes 
in Christ ? Has he. left• his race because 
of his faith ? The Jew who believes in 
Christ maintains that he is still a Jew by 
race, and nobody can deny this. He states 
that his belief is the true Judaism as it 
is taught in the Old and New Testaments, 
both of which arc Jewish books,written 
by Jews. He believes that Judaism, as it 
is practiced today in the synagogues and 
the homes is based largely on traditions 
and teachings that have no sanction in the 
Word of God. He believes in the Christ 
of the New Testament as the fulfillment 
of the Old Testament prophecies con-
cerning the Messiah; that He came the 
first time as a sacrifice for sin in accord-
ance with the Scriptures, and that He 
will come a second time to rule and 
judge the world. 

The Jewish Christian believes that any-
body born of the seed of Isaac is a Jew 
by race, and that nothing can change 
this simple fact. He believes all that the 
prophets have written, and because of 
this he has found his way back to God. 
He is no longer groping through a maze 

CAN A JEW BELIEVE IN THE VIRGIN BIRTH? 

Do you know that there is nothing incredible or impossible in the 
virgin birth of Christ, and that Jews can and do believe in it? If you would 

like to know more about this, just drop us a line and ask for our free pam-
phlet, "The Virgin Birth — is it Unbelievable, is it Impossible?" Correspon-
dence on any matter dealt with in this paper is welcomed. 
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of formality, customs and traditions. He 
believes that the confusion in Jewish 
thinking is entirely due to the fact that 
the word "Jew" is used to indicate both 
the race and the religion. There would 
be less misunderstanding if we spoke of 
the 	litbn 	pe0 ilk, and the Jcwish re- 
ligion. 

WHO IS THE TRUE JEW? 

J eremiah, the prophet, attacked the 
practices of the jews of his day. They 
were a religious people ; they had their 
fast days and their festivals, but he ac-
cused them of having wandered away 
from God and His truth ; and regarding 
the observance of religious practices as 
an end in itself. God, Himself, speaking 
through the prophet strongly denounced 
this attitude when he said that the people 
had committed two evils, they had for-
saken Him, "the fountain of living 
waters, and hewed themselves out cis-
terns, broken cisterns, that can hold 
no water" (Jeremiah 2:13). God calls 
the blind obedience to a ritual "broken 
cisterns." 

The question as to who is a Jew by 
race is, therefore, not difficult to answer. 
Anybody horn of Jewish parents; there 
will be Jews and there will be partial 
Jews. But a true Jew is one who is born 
of the Jewish race, and follows the true 
Jewish faith that God has given in His 
Word, the Old Testament and the New 
Testament. 

Paul of Tarsus, one of the first Chris-
tians, and himself a Jew, summed up the 
whole situation concisely when he wrote : 

He is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; 
neither is that circumcision, which is outward 
in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one 
inwardly; and circumcision is that of the 
heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; 

_ whose praise is not of men, but of God 
(Romans 2:28,29). 

Do you want to be a true Jew—a be-
lieving Jew ? Do you want to return to 
the "Old Paths," of which Jeremiah 
spoke ? You can do so only by accepting 
Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour, as 
the One Who died and rose again. He 
even now calls to you, "Come unto me 
all ye that are weary and heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest." 

Why Did God Allow the Nazis 
to Kill Six Million Jews? 

HE Ji)tvidt Daily Foocard, one of 
the leading Jewish language news-

papers of New York, in its issue of 
March 24, 1961, printed a letter received 
from a Brooklyn Jewess containing this 
question : 

Why did God allow the Nazis to kill six 
million Jews — men, women, and children? 
Wbere was God when the murderers stretched 
out their hands to kill and destroy human 
beings? 

The Jewish woman who wrote the let-
ter to the newspaper went on to say that 
when she asked the question of her Rab-
bi, she was told by him that God was try-
ing out His people to see if they would 
believe in Him when persecuted. The 
woman, however, was not satisfied with 
the answer. Would God, in His righteous-
ness, she wanted to know, do such things 
just to test the Jews, His beloved nation ? 

A PERPLEXING QUESTION 

I must agree with the Brooklyn Jew-
ess. I am not satisfied with her Rabbi's 
answer, even though the Rabbi explained 
that God tries His people as He tried Ab-
raham with his son Isaac. However, God 
did not permit Abraham to kill Isaac. Is 
it possible that God in His love and com-
passion would allow six million men, wo-
men and children to be destroyed? Jews 
are still asking the question, Who is 

? Many are wondering if the castas-
trophe could have been averted and what 
should be done to avoid another such 
holocaust. 

When 1 began to think about the prob-
lem I became confused and distressed. 
How could I find an answer to this ques-
tion ? I can still remember how the 
soldiers from Hitler's Germany came into 
our little town in Poland and gathered 
all the Jewish men, women and children 
into the synagogue and burned it down. 
Miraculously I escaped by God's help and 
was saved from a terrible death, only to 
be sent to the concentration camps where 
my people were systematically killed. 

Why didn't the Rabbi of whom this 
Brooklyn woman asked her question 
point her to the Bible, where the answers 
to all perplexing question of this nature 
can be found? I went to the Bible and 
found out that the suffering we Jews 
have undergone and still undergo is the 
result of our rejection of God. 

When persecution and extinction 
threaten us, instead of seeking the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, we turn to 
the arm of flesh, to the agencies of this 
world for protection 'and deliverance. We 
go everywhere and to everyone except 
to God. We turn our backs on the only 
One who is able to help us. We are satis-
fied with substitutes for God and find 
they are only devices of Satan to carry 
us farther and farther away from God 
and our only Saviour. Reading the Bible 
I learn that Satan is the Adversary and 
Destroyer, and when we accept his help 
and reject God's help, Satan becomes our 
ruler and turns us over to his servants, 
the Hitlers and the Eichmanns, to carry 
out his satanic work of race annihilation. 
In Deuteronomy 29:24,25, we read, 

Wherefore bath Jehovah done thus unto 
this land? What meaneth the heat of this 
great anger? Then men shall say, Because 
they forsook the covenant of Jehovah, the God 
of their fathers. 

And in Deuteronomy 30:15,19,20, 
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See, I have set before thee this (lay life and 
and good. and death and evil....1 call heaven 
and earth to witness against you this (lay, that 
I have set before thee life and death, the bless-
ing awl the (-arse: therefore choose life that 
thou Ilmyest live, thou and thy seed....for he 
is thy life and the length of thy days. 

There is an answer to the question 
asked by the Brooklyn Jewess. 

THE ONLY ANSWER 

G 41 has called us Jews to be His wit-
nesses — "Ye are my witnesses . .. that 
I am. God" (Isaiah 43 :12) Yes, we should 
be witnesses to the glory of God, but have 
we been ? Instead we have gone every 
man to his own way. 

We have turned every one to his own way 
(Isaiah 53:6). 

Some of our people have turned to the 
way of the mystical, talmudical, non-bih-
lical teachings of chassidism, some have 
turned to reformism; some have gone to 
the extreme of rationalism; some rely on 
politics, or on Zionism. In doing so we 
have forgotten that there is a great and 
m i ghty God who has in His love and 
mercy given us the Holy Bible to be our 
guide. 

At the end of World War II, and un-
able to forget the frightful atrocities of 
the Nazi campaign of race extermination 
against our Jewish people, I kept asking 
myself, What could I do to help the Jews 
understand the meaning of these out-
bursts of Jew-hate on the part of Gen-
tile nations and individuals ? I longed for 
peace of mind and hoped to find it if I 
could only show my people why these 
persecutions arise and why God permits 
them. 

As an orthodox Jew I always believed 
that the Word of God is the true light of 
this dark world, and that we Jews must 
respe•ct and hom3r it, and obey its pre-
cepts. But. I asked myself, do we live up 

these precepts and commandments? 
Very few of us keep the Sabbath or put 

the phylacteries each day. How many-
of us even try to keep the 613 precept' 
As a nation the answer to these questions 

(Continued on next column) 
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Why Did God Allow the Nazis 
to Kill Six Million Jews? 

((:oncluded from precious column) 

is N. We are sinners ; we have not kept 
the Law, and have been suffering because 
of this, and since on this account we have 
been driven out of our land and scattered 
among-  the Goyim. we have been unable 
to keep God's law. God has ;hewn us that 
1l.e will make a new convenant with us--
lie promised to give us another chance : 

Behold, the days come, with Jehovah, That 
I. will make a new covenant (Brith Cluulasho) 
with the house of Israel, and with the house 
of Judah: not accoriling to the covenant that 

made with their fathers 	which covenant 
they brake. Jeremiah 31:31. 

\ild what is the new covenant but the  
New Testament of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ? And this again we, as a na-
tion, rejected. Can we believe in God and 
live contrary tti., its teachings ? The ans-
wer is again, No! Could I be a good lead-
er of my people and not warn them (7)1: 
what I now know to be the truth ? Could 
I be a good Jew and not tell my people 
that there is a wonderful way-  out of our 
troubles by accepting the fact that God 
has given us a New Testament (Brith 
Chadasah) which wits promised in the 
days. (4 Jeremiah the prophet. The answer 
to me is simple. A good and faithful lead-
er and teacher guides his people in the 
right way, and away from danger. 

Therefore I accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as my Messiah and Saviour. 
urge ever- true believer in the Torah, 
and every -lover of Israel, and every Jew-
ish son and daughter, to take the Lord 
lesus Christ into your heart and thereby 
find joy unspeakable and full of glory.  
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