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The Elephant and the Jewish Problem
Are we Jews too touchy? Do we carry a chip on our shoulder? Do we have an inferiority complex?
Or is it just plain downright sin? Read on and find out.
HE teacher had finished the lesson
in Zoology. She asked how many
boys would like to write an essay
on the elephant. One lad raised his hand
and said that he would write on the subject, "The Elephant as compared to the
Other Wild Animals of the Jungle." Another boy raised his hand and said he
would like to write on the subject, "The
Elephant in his Native Environs." Then
litle Isidor raised his hand and called
out, "Teacher, my subject will be 'The
Elephant and the Jewish Problem.' "
We never saw little Isidor's essay, and
so we have no idea just how he handled
the subject. But we might give Isidor a
few suggestions. We could take the elephant and compare his various traits and
characteristics with the various features
of the Jewish problem. Or we could take
the elephant and adopt exactly the opposite course, making a study of the contrasts between the elephant and the
J ewish problem. For instance :

T

COLOSSAL AND ETERNAL

The elephant is certainly a huge animal, perhaps the biggest in size and
shape in all the wide areas of the jungle,
unless it he that the hippopotamus gives
him a close run on this point. And so indeed is the Jewish problem huge and
ponderous and reaching out over the
whole earth. Just think, there is not a
nation under the sun today which is not
in some way or other affected, or disturbed, or even excited, over the Jewish
problem.

And then there is the fact that the elephant lives a very long time; zoologists
tell us that the elephant lives longer than
any other animal. But the Jewish problem has lived longer than any elephant.
We think the Jewish problem began
away back in the slave - yards of Egypt,
which would make the problem some
3,500 years old. But, to be conservative,
let us assume that the problem did not
begin until the year 135 A.D. when the
Romans destroyed Jerusalem and scattered our Jewish people over the wide,
wide world. Even on that basis, the Jewish problem is 1900 years old, and that is
longer than the alleged longevity of the
elephant, and the Jewish problem is still
going strong, and seems to have no solution in view—which really has the world
by the ears.
RUNWAYS AND TREADMILLS OF EUROPE

And of course the elephant is a fast
runner. You would not think so to see
him lumber along in the sawdust arena
of a circus. But we are told that when
the elephant really gets started in the
jungle, he goes like the wind, and very
few animals can keep up with him. And
now think how much running our poor
J ewish people have done through the centuries of massacres, and exiles, and
drownings, and robberies, and confiscation of property, and burnings at the
stake! Some of the most poignant and
heart-breaking pictures we have seen,
have been of these poor Jews—men, women and children—one dragging the other by the hand, and running in a mad rush
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to escape the tortures of their persecutor. So, we might say as a further comparison, that the elephant can run, and
so can the Jew !
In .this vein we could continue almost
indefinitely to discover the likenesses
between these two entities. But let us
now enlarge the view of our essay and
take up some of the contrasts between
the Jew and the elephant. Of course, we
realize that we are slipping a cog when
we mix up the. Jew with the elephant instead of sticking to the original title,
"The Elephant and the Jewish Problem."
But after all, is not the Jew the very embodiment and essence of the Jewish
problem ? And if you had no Jews, would
you have a Jewish problem ? But now to
the contrasts :
OH, FOR A TRUNK!

The elephant has a trunk. But, alas
and alack, very few Jews have trunks.
Over the hills, through the vales, and into the forests of Europe these poor,
homeless, exiled, hated Jews track their
way, dragging their children behind them.
But they have no trunks! Instead, there
is slung across their poor tired shoulders,
a gunny sack, at best, in which they have
jammed in their few poor belongings.
What wouldn't those poor Jews over in
Eastern Europe have given to have a
trunk to carry away their possessions in !Ai
And then the elephant has a long;*
long memory. Moreover, he is extremely
grateful, and has been known to show
his 'gratitude many times and in strange
places and in various ways. A story is told
of an American doctor who went over to
India as a missionary surgeon. Into his
compound one day there came led by his
keeper, a great big lumbering elephant,
his front left knee evidently broken
and bleeding. The surgeon got to work
at once and did a most skillful piece of
work, keeping the elephant there three
or four days. He took very good care of
him, and, lo and behold, in this short
time the knee had healed up, and the elephant went away rejoicing.
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Twenty years passed, and now the
scene changes. The doctor has returned
to Chicago and has settled in his practice
of surgery. The Barnum and Bailey circus came to town and was exhibiting in
the Coliseum; it was its annual visitation to Chicago. So the doctor went to
see the circus, for he was very fond of the
jungle animals. He got a seat down in the
lower section, which in those days cost
very little, only 750. Soon began the blare
of the trumpets, the huge curtains opened, and in came the Grand Parade with
all of its dazzling sparkle and prancing
horses, their riders clad in cloth of gold,
and gay with all the colors of the rainbow. Suddenly, the doctor saw a large
herd of elephants coming down the runway. Elephants always fascinated him;
so he gazed on these elephants with great
interest. As they came nearer to him, he
noticed one with a slight limp. Then he
looked more closely, and suddenly exclaimed to himself, "By George, that is
the elephant upon which I operated back
in India twenty years ago." And, lo and
behold, -as the elephant came thumping
down the sawdust arena, his eyes turned
upon this doctor. Suddenly he stopped
and with every sign of recognition, he
stretched out his huge trunk, and encircling the doctor, lifted him from his
750 seat and put him up in a $5.00 box !
THE OX AND THE CRIB

But you know, strange as it may
sound, our poor Jewish people truly lack
this so blessed virtue of gratitude or of
memory. Just see what God Himself has
to say about this in Isaiah 1:2,3:
"Hear, 0 heavens, and give ear, 0 earth:
for the Lord bath spoken, I have nourished
aml brought up children, and they have rebelled against me. The ox knoweth his owner,
and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth
not know, my people doth not consider."

The accusation given to Isaiah, "The
ox knoweth his owner . .. but Israel doth
not know," could just as well have been
written, "The elephant knoweth his benefactor . . . but Israel doth not know."
What shall be said of a people for
whose redemption God sent into the
world His only begotten Son, to suffer
such agony of torture and death as never
mortal man had ever known before, and
then to have this people reject the greatest sacrifice of all history, and refuse to
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ ? And
not only that, but our Jewish people are
always seeking some new sophistries and
philosophic schemes to invalidate and
ridicule .the solemn record of the New
Testament and of God's undying love for
them. If this is not ingratitude, and if
this, is not a short memory, then we do
not know what the English language

means. Is it any wonder that God with.
breaking heart calls out in Hosea 5 :15,
"I will go and return to my place till they
acknowledge their offense, and seek my
face : in their affliction they will seek me
early."
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What God is telling us is that our poor
blinded Jewish people will never turn to
God as a nation until they go down to
the deepest hell of affliction and punishment and world agony. Why should we
show such ingratitude to God for having
sent His only begotten Son for our salvation ? What harm did the Christ ever
do to us ? What gratitude do we show
when we express hate for Him who is
really the lover of our souls ?
And then we might make the observation that the elephant is thick-skinned.
But we Jews, are we .not too thin-skinned ? An elderly Jewish couple :landed in
New York not so long ago, as refugees
from the terrible savageries of the Nazis.
They had suffered all the tortures of Jew
hate. And now they were in free America, in fabulously rich New York. One
evening they were walking up Broadway
and passed by a fruit store. Out in front
there was a large assortment of oranges.
In one section, the fruitman had set aside
a lot of small oranges, rather pulpy, intended for making juice, with a sign over
them advertising the fact that they would
be good for juice. Alongside of these, he
had another assortment of much more
attractive-looking oranges and larger in
size. The poor Jewish woman said to him,
"How much are the oranges ?" And he
asked her; "For juice ?" When she heard
that, she turned to her husband in fright,
seized him by the arm, and said, "let's go
away quick, Morris. See, even in America, there are anti-Semites."
This tragic mental condition is found
foreshadowed in a melancholy and startling chapter of our Scriptures :
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"And among these nations shalt thou find
no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have
rest: but the Lord shall give thee there a
trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind: In the morning thou shalt say,
Would God it were even! and at even thou
shalt say, Would God it were morning; for
the fear of thine heart wherewith thou shalt
fear, and for the sight of thine eyes which
thou shalt see."
Deuteronomy 28:65,67.

Leviticus 26 is another terrifying chapter. Here are a few verses which are an
astonishing preview of today's sorrows :
"And I will scatter you among the heathen,
and will draw out a sword after you: and your
land shall be desolate, and your cities waste.
Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as
long as it lieth desolate, and ye be in your
enemies' land; even then shall the land rest,
and enjoy her sabbaths, And upon them that
are left alive of you I will send a faintness into their hearts in the lands of their enemies;

The Shepherd of Israel
Published monthly to make
known to Israel the truth
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and the sound of a shaken leaf shall chase
them; and they shall flee, as fleeing from a
sword; and they shall fall when none pursueth." Leviticus 26:33,34,36.

If we Jews have that eternal inferiority complex, if we are so thin-skinned
that we carry a chip on our shoulder just
looking for an insult here and an insult
there, what is the trouble with us ? Is it
not time we stopped fooling ourselves
about "Anti-Semites," "psychoanalysis"
and all the other -mad ideologies that we
drag out from the skeleton closet, so as
to pat ourselves on the back and excuse
ourselves for our wrong-doing? Is it not
yet plain to every thinking Jew that there
is no hope for us until we turn to Jehovah Who redeemed us from the lashes of
the Egyptian overlords, and Who finally
sent the Lord Jesus Christ, our Messiah ?
Is it not time that we examined all over
a.;-ain that final warning which the Lord
J esus Christ Himself gave us in Matthew 23 :37-39:
"0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent
unto thee, how often would I have gathered
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth
her chickens under her wings, and ye would.
not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For 1 say unto you, Ye shall not see me
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that
coined' in the name of the Lord."

So here is our answer, and we do not
need any psychoanalysts, or charlatans,
or political demagogues, Arabs, or Egyptians, Great Britain, or even America. All
we have to do is to turn with penitent
heart and soul to Him whom our forefathers in their ignorance rejected and
concerning Whom they cried out, "We
will not have this man to rule over us!"
We need now to turn to Him and confess
the sins of our forefathers. And then, He
will break through the clouds of heaven
and come down for our deliverance. Why
should we be so stupid and so stubborn
that we refuse to try this cure? We have
tried everything else. We have tried the
most foolish things and they have all.
failed. Why not try this real cure ?
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